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MEMOIRS 


LIFE,  WRITINGS,  AND  CORRESPONDENCE, 


SIR  WILLIAM  -JONES. 


Sir  William  JOI^ES  embarked  for  In- 
dia in  the  Crocodile  frigate;  and  in  April 
1783,  left  his  nativfe  country,  to  whicji  he 
was  never  to  return,  with  the  unavailing  re- 
gret and  affeftibnate  wifhes  of  his  numerous 
friends  and  admirer?* 

As  tq  himfelf,  the  melancholy  i;|ipr^,:9iona 
iiyhich  he  cp\il4  not  but  feel  on  fuch  an  occa- 
fion,  were  alleviated  by  various  confidera- 
tions.  The  expedtations  of  fiv^  years  were 
jiow  accompliflied  in  the  attaint]ije|i?  of  his 
wilhes ;  jhe  anticipated  the  utility  pf  his  offi- 
cial labours  tq  the  public,  and  the  occupatj^i^ 
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fo  peculiarly  delightful  to  him,  ©f  Inveftigat- 
ing  unexplored  mines  of  literature.  Sir 
William  Jones  was  now  in  his  thirty-feventh 
year,  in  the  full  vigour  of  his  faculties,  and 
he  looked  forward  with  ardour  to  the  plea- 
fures  aind  advantages  arifing  from  his  fitua- 
tion  in  India,  without  any  apprehenfion  that 
the  climate  of  that  country  would  prove 
hoftile  to  his  conftitution.  A  difference  of 
opinion  on  great  political  queftions,  without 
diminifliing  his  regard  for  his  friends,  had 
harrowed  his  habits  of  ihtefcourfe  with  fdme 
whom  he  fincerely  efteemed,  and  he  felt 
therefore  the  lefs  regret  in  quitting  fhofe 
whofe  principles  he  wiflied  to  approve,  but 
from  whom,  an  adherence  to  his  own  fre- 
quently compelled  him  to  diflent.  He  re- 
flefted  with  pleafure  oii  the  independency  of 
his  ftation,  that  the  line  of  duty,  which  it 
prefcribed,  was  flrai^  and  defined,  and  ifl 
leaving  his  native  country,  for  which  he  re- 
tained the  warmefl  affedion,  he  was  not  forty 
to  abandon  all  political  cares  and  difcuffions» 
But  his  greateft  confolation  and  enjoyment 
were  derived  from  the  fociety  of  Lady  Jones. 
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To  thofe  who  are  deftitute  of  Iriternal  re- 
fources,  whofe  habits  have  led  therii  tb  feek 
for  amufeinent  in  the  mifcellaneous  occur- 
rences and  topics  of  the  day  only,  a  fea 
voyage  is  a  period  of  fatigue,  languor>  and 
anxiety.  To  Sir  William  Jones  every  new 
fcene  was  intereftijag,  and  his  mind,  exer- 
cifed  by  inceflant  ftudy  and  refledibfi,  poit 
fefled  an  inexhauftiljle  fund  of  fubjedts;  ■which 
he  could  at  pleafure  fele£t  and  apply  to  the 
purpdfes  of  fecfeatiori  and  improvement,  but 
his  application  during  his  voyage  was  more 
particularly  difedied  to  thofe  ftudies,  by  which 
he  was  to  enlarge  the  requifitfe  qualifications 
for  difcharging  the  duties  of  his  public  fta- 
tion,  with  fatisfadtion  to  himfelfj  and  benefit 
to  the  community*. 

*  The  following  memoranduiii  was  written  by  "Sir 
William  Jones  during  his  voyage. 

Objects  of  Enquiry  during  my  residence  in  Asia. 

1 .  The  Laws  of  the  ilindus  and  Mohammedans. 

2.  The  History  of  the  Ancient  World.  ..,, 

3.  Proofs  and  Illustratiqns  of  Scripture. 

4.  Traditions  concerning  the  Deluge,  &c.       ,i 

5.  Modern  Politics  and  Qeography  of  Hindustan. 

6.  Best  Mode  of  governing  Bengal.        .      ;•    *      , 

B  2  . 
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The  following  fhort  letter  to  Lord  Aili- 
burton,  written  a  few  weeks  after  his  em- 

7.  Arithmetic  and  Geometry,  and  mixed  Sciences  o£ 

the  Asiatics. 

8.  Medicine,  Chemistry,  Surgery,   and  Anatomy  of 

the  Indians. 

9.  Natural  Productions  of  Indja. 

10.  Poetry,  Rhetoric,  and  Morality  of  Asia. 

11.  Music  of  the  Eastern  Nations. 

12.  The  Shi-King,  or  300  Chinese  Odes. 

13.  The  best  accounts  of  Tibet  and  Cashmir. 

14.'  Trade,  Manufactures,  AgrJcuhure,  and  Commerce 
of  India. 

15.  Mogul    Constitution,  contained    in    the    Defter? 

Alemghiri,  and  Ayein  Acbari.         C 

16.  Mahratta  Constitution. 

To  print  and  pubKsh  the  Gospel  of  St.  Luke  in 
AraWc. 

To  publish  Law  Tracts  in  Persiaa  or  Arabic, 

To  print  and  publish  the  Psalms  of  David  in  Per- 
sian Verse. 

To  compose,  if  God  grant  me;  Life-, 

1.  Elements  of  the  Laws  of  Ikigland. 

Model— -The  Essay  on  Bailment— Aristotlev 

2.  The  Pistory  of  the  AmerieaM  War. 

Jifo^e/— Thucydides  and  Polybius- 
S.    Britain  discovered,  an  Heroic  Poem  on  the  Gonstr-^ 
tutibn  of  England'.     Machinery.     Hindu  Gods- 
Medel^-acstaer. 

4.  Speeches^  PoKtical  and  Forensic. 

iJforfrf—- I>emosthenes.- 

5.  Dialogues,  Philosophical  and  Historical.- 

Model-~¥hxoi 

6.  Letters.  Model— 'Deamstbtncs  and  iHatq* 

12th  July,  nss.    Crocodile  Frigate. 


barkatlon,  may  not  be  uoacceptable  to  the 
reader : 

Sir   WILLIAM    JONES   to   Lord   ASH- 
BURTON. 

April  21  y  1783. 

Your  kind  letter  found  me  oft 
board  the  Crocodile:   I  Ihould  have  been 
very  unhappy  Had  it  miffed  me,  fince  I  have 
long  habituated  myfelf   to   fet   the  higheft 
value  on  every  word  you  fpeak,  and  every 
line  you  write.     Of  the  two  inclofed  ^letters 
to  our  friends,  Impey  and  Chambers^  I  will 
take  the  greateft  care,  and  will  punctually 
follow   your   directions   as   to   the   firft  of 
them.     My  departure  was  fudden  indeed; 
but  the  Admiralty  were  fo  anxious  for  the 
failing  of  this  frigate,  and  their  orders  were 
fo  peremptory^    that  it    was  iiftpoffible  to 
wait  for  any  thing   but    a   breeze.      Our 
voyage  has  hitherto  been  tolerably -pleafant, , 
and,  fince  we  left  the  Channel,  very  quick* 
We  begin  to  fee  alblcores  about  the  ihip. 
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and  to  perceive  aja  agreeable  change  of  cli- 
mate. Our  days,  though  fhort,  give  me 
ample  time  for  ftudy,  recreation,  and  exer- 
ciffe ;  but  my  joy  and  delight  proceed  from 
the  furprifmg  health  and  fpirits  of  Anna 
Maria,  who  joins  me  in  affectionate  remerp- 
brance  to  Lady  Aibburton.  As  to  you,  my 
dear  Lord,  we  confider  you  as  the  fpring 
and  fountain  of  our  happinefs,  as  the  author 
and  parent,  (a  Roman  would  have  added, 
what  the  coldnefs  of  our  northern  ^language 
will  hardly  admit)  the  god  of  our  fortune^. 
It  is  poflible  indeed,  that  by  incefTant  labour 
and  irkfqme  attendance  ^t  the  bar,  I  might 
ifi  due  time  have  attained  all  that  my  very 
limited  ambitipn  could  aljpire  to ;  but  in  no 
Other  ftation  than  tl^at  which  I  owe  to  your 
friendfliip,  could  I  have  gratified  at  once  my 
boundlefs  curiolity  concerping  the  people  of 
the  Eaft,  continued  the  exercife  of  my  pro- 
feffion,  in  which  I  fincerely  delight,  and  en- 
joyed at  the  fame  time,  the  comforts  of  ,do- 
meftic  life.  ,The  grand  jufy  of  Denbigl^- 
fhire,    have   found,    I  underftand,    the   bill 
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againft  the  Dean  of  St.  Afaph,  for  publifh- 
ing  my  dialogue ;  but  as  an  indiament  for 
a  theoretical  eflay  on  government  was  I  be- 
lieve never  before  known,  I  have  no  appre- 
henfion  for  the  confequences.  As  to  the 
dodirines  in  the  trai£t,  though  I  fhall  certainly 
not  preach  them  to  the  Indians,  who  muft 
and  will  be  governed  by  abfolute  power,  yet 
I  fhall  go  through  life  with  a  perfuafion,  that 
they  are  juft  and  rational,  that  fubftantial 
freedom  is  both  -the  daughter  and  parent  of 
virtue,  and  that  virtue  is  the  only,  fource  of 
public  and  private  felicity.     Farewell. 

*       *       *       *       *       *■.... 

In  the  courfe  of  the  voyage  he  flopped 
at  Madeira,  and,  in  ten  additional  weeks  of 
prolperous  failing  from  the  rugged  iflands  of 
Cape  Verd,  arrived  at  Hinzuan  or  Joanna. 
Of  this  iflahd,  where  he  remained  a  few. 
days  only,  he.  has  publifhed  an  interefting 
and  amuiing  defcription.  He  expatiates  with 
rapture  on  his  approach  to  it,  delineates  with 
the  fkill  o£  an  artift  the  beauties  of  the  fcene- 
ry,  and  fketches  with  the  difcriminating  pen 
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of  a  philofopher,  the  charaders  arid  manners 
of  the  unpolifhed  but  holpitable  natives.  The 
ndvfelty  of  the  fcene  was  attradive,  and  its 
impreffion  upon  his  mind  is  ftrongly  marked 
by  the  following  juft  and  elegant  refledlion, 
which  in  fubftance  is  more  than  once  re- 
peated in  his  writings;^"- If  life  were  not 
"  too  fhort  for  the  complete  difcharge  of  all 
**  our  refpedive  duties,  public  and  private, 
"  and  for  the  acquifition  even  of  nsceflary 
*♦  knowledge  in  any  degree  of  perfection, 
"  with  how  much  pleafure  and  improve- 
*'  nieut  might  a  great  part  of  it  be  fpent  in 
"  admiring  the  beauties  of  this  wonderful 
'*  orb,  and  contemplating  the  nature  of  man 
*'  in  all  it^  varieties^!" 

But  it  would  be  injuftice  to  his  memory, 
to  pafs  over  without  particular  notice,  the 
fenfible  and  dignified  rebuke,  with  which  he 
repelled  the  rude  attack  of  Muffulman  bi- 
gotry on  the  divinity  of  our  Saviour.  Dur- 
ing a  vifit  which  he  niade  to  a  native  of  the 
ifland*  a  Coran  was  produfced  for  his  infpep- 
*  Sir  William  Johes's  Works,  vol.  iv.  p^  274. 
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tion,  and   his   attention  was  jpointedly  di- 
te£led  to  a  paffage  in  a  commentary  accufmg 
the  Chriftians  of  blafphemy,  in  calling  our 
Saviour  the  Son  of  God.     *'  The  coramen- 
'*  tator  (he  replied)  was  mpch  to  "blame  for 
*'  pafling  fo  indifcriminate  and  hafty  a  cen- 
*•  fure ;  the  title  which  gave  your  legiflator, 
*'  and  which  giv^s  you  fuch  oiFetice,    was 
"  often  applied  in  Judea  by  a  bold  figure, 
**  agreeably  to  the  Hebrew  idiom,   though 
**  unufiial  in  Arabic,  to  angels,  to  holy  ment 
'*  and  even  to  all  mankind^  who  are  com- 
"  manded  to  call  God  their  father ;  and  in 
'*  this  large  fenfe,  the  ApoftFe  to  the  Romans 
**  calls  the  ele£t  the  children  of  God,  and 
*•  theM  effiah  {htjirfi  born  among  many  hre- 
^'  thren%  but  the  words  only  begotten  are  ap- 
^'  plied  tranfcendantly  and  incomparably  to 
*'  him  alone;  and  as  for  me,  who  believe 
*'  the  Scriptures  which  you  alfo  prbfefs  to 
^*  believe,  though  you  aflert  without  proof 
*^  that  w^  have  altgrfed  them,  I  cannot  refufe 
*'  him  an  appellation,  thoifgh  far  furpaffing 
pur  Teafph,  by  which  he  is  diftinguifhed 


(( 
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"  in  the  Gpfpel ;  and  the  believers  in  Mo- 
*'  hammed,  who  exprefsly  names  him  the 
"  Meffiah,  and  pronounces  him  to  have 
**  been  born  of  a  virgin  (which  alone  might 
"  fully  juftify  the  phrafe  condemned  by  this 
**  author)  are  themfelves  condemnable,  for 
"  cavilling  at  words,  when  they  cannot  ob- 
"  jedl  to  the  fubftance  of  our  faith,  con- 
"  fiftently  with  their  own*." 

This  quotation  affords  a  decifive  proof  of 
the  belief  of  Sir  William  Jones,  in  the  fub- 
liroe  dodtrines  of  the  Chriftian  jeligion.  Had 
he  been  an  infidel,  he  would  have  fmiled  at 
the  feoffs  of  Muffulman  bigotry ;  and  had 
he  been  indifferent  to  his  faith,  he  would 
have  been  filent  on  an  occafion,  where  he 
could  expedt  neither  candour  nor  conceffions 
from  his  antagonifts.  Indeed  he  was  well 
aware,  that  a  religious  difpute  with  thofe 
zealpts,  would  have  been  fruitlefs  and  unfear 
fonable,  and  might  have  been  dangerous ;  but, 
as  it  was  inconfiftent  with  his  principles,  to 
difavow  or  conceal  what  he  firmly  believed 
*  Sjr  Wijliam  Joqes's  Works,  voL  iv.  p.  ,26.9.  ,. 
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and  profefFed,  he  could  not  fuffer  the  attack 
to  pafs  without  reprehenfion,  and  he  ground- 
ed it  on  premifes,  which  his  opponents  could 
not  difpute,  nor  did  they  venture  to  an- 
Iwer. 

From  Hinzuan  to  the  Ganges,  nothing 
material  occurred,  and  he  landed  at  Calcutta, 
in  September  1783.  His  reputation  had 
preceded  his  arrival,  which  was  anxiouHjr 
€xpe61:ed,  and  he  had  the  happinefs  to  find, 
that  his  appointment  had  difFufed  a  general 
fatisfadion,  which  his  prefence  now  rendered 
/Complete.  The  Students  of  the  Oriental 
languages  were  eager  to  Welcome  a  fcholaF, 
whofe  erudition  in  that  branch  of  literature 
was  unrivalled,  and  whofe  labours  and  ge- 
nius had  aflifted  their  progrefs;  while  tlje 
public- rejoiced 'in  the  pofleffion  of  a  maglf- 
trate,  whofe  probity  and  independence  were 
no  lefs  acknowledged  than  his  abilities. 

With  what  rapture  he  himfelf  contem-r 
plated  his  new  fituatlon,  may  be  more  eafily 
conjceived  than  defcribed.  As  a  magiftrate 
of  the  fppreme  CQurt  of  judicature,  he  had 
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now  that  opportunity,  which  he  ever  airdent- 
ly  defired,  of  devoting  his  talents  to  the  fer- 
vi,ce  of  his  native  country,  and  of  promof- 
ing  the  happinefs  of  the  tommunity  in  which 
he  refided ;    while  the  hiftory,    antiquities, 
natural  produdio'ns,  arts,  fciences,  and  lite- 
rature of  Afia,  opened  an  extcnfive  and  al- 
moft  boundlefs  field  to  his  enquiries.     He 
was  now  placed  amidft  a  peoplCj  whofe  pre- 
tenfions  to  antiquity  had  hitherto  eluded  re- 
fearch,    and  whofe  manners,   religion,    and 
euftoms,  ftill  retained  the  fame  charadkerifli- 
eal  peculiarities,  by  which  they  were  origi- 
nally diftinguifhed.     Time,  who  fpreads  the 
veil  of  oblivion  over  the  opinions  and  vrorks. 
of  mankind,  who   annihilates  empires  and 
the   records  of  their  exiftence,    had  fpared 
the  do6lrines  and  language  of  the  followers 
of  Brama,   and  amidft  the  ravages  of  con- 
queft  and  pppreflions  of  tyranny,  feemed  tq 
protect  with  parental  care  fome  of  the  earlieft 
monuttients  of  his  j^ign.     The  Hindoos  in 
fad  prefented  to  the  o^fervation  of  Sir  WiU 
Uam  jones^    a  living  pi^ure  of  antiquity; 
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and  although  the  colouring  might  -  be  fome- 
what  faded  and  obfcured,  the  lineaments  of 
the  original  character  were  Hill  difcernible 
by  the.moft  fuperficial  obferver,  whilft  he 
remarked  them  with  difcri  mi  nation  arid 
rapture. 

In  December  1783,  he  entered  upon  his 
judicial  functions,  and,  at  the  opening  of  the 
feflioos,    delivered    his  firft   charge   to   the 
grand  jury.     The  public  had  formed  a  high 
eilimate  of  his  oratorical  powers,  nor  were 
they  difappointed.     His  addrefs  was  elegant, 
concife,  and  appropriate;  the  expofition  of 
his   lentiments .  and   principles   was   equally 
manly  and   conciliatory,   and   calculated   to 
infpire   general   fatisfaiSipn,    as   the  known 
fincerity  of  his  charader  was  a  teft  of  his 
adherence  to  his  profeflions.     In  glancing  at 
dilTentions,  which,  at  no  remote  period,  had 
unfortunately  prevailed  between  the  fiipreme 
executive  and  judicial  powers  in  Bengal,  h<! 
ihewed  that  they  might   and  ought   to  be 
avoided,  that  the  fundions  of  both  were  dif- 
tinft,  and  could  be  exercifed  without  danger 
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of  collifion,   in  promoting  What  fiioulcf  be 
the  obje(3;  of  both,  the  public  good. 

In  the  intervals  of  leifure  from  his  profef- 
fional  duties,  he  diredled  his  attention  to 
fcientific  obje6is ;  he  foon  faw  that  the  field 
of  refearch  in  India,  was  of  an  extent  to 
baflHe  the  induftry  of  any  individual ;  and 
that  whatever  fuccefs  might  attend  his  own 
indefatigable  labours,  it  could  only  be  ex- 
plored by  the  united  efforts  of  many.  With, 
theie  ideas,  he  devifed  the  inftitution  of  a 
fociety  in  Calcutta,  on  the  plan  of  thofe 
cftablifhed  in  the  principal  cities  of  Europe, 
as  beft  calculated  to  excite  and  facilitate  the 
enquiries  qf  the  ingenious,  as  afifording  the 
means  of  preferving  the  numerous  little  trads 
and  eflays,  which  otherwife  would  be  loft  to 
the  public,  and  of  concentrating  all  the  va-* 
luable  knowledge,  which  might  be  obtained 
in  Afia.  The  fuggeftion  was  received  with 
the  greateft  fatisfadibn  by  feveral  gentlemen 
to  whom  he  communicated  it,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  new  aflbciation  affembled  for 
the  firft  time,  in  January  1784. 
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The  repetition  of  a  narrative,  which  has 
already  appeared  in  feveral  publications*, 
may  be  deefned  fuperfluous;  but  a  detail  of 
the  circumftances  iattending  the  formation  of 
an  Iriftitution,  of  which  Sir  William  Jones 
was  not  only  the  founder,  but  the  birighteft 
ornameilf,  cannot  \frith'  propriety  be*  omitted 
in  the  memoirs  of  his  life. 

It  had  been  refolved  to  follow",  as  nearly 
as  polEble,  the  plan  of  the  Royal  Society  in 
London,  of  which  the  King  is  the  patron, 
and  at  the  firft  meeting,  it  was  therefore 
agreed,  to  addrefs  the  Governor- General  and 
Council  of  Bengal,  explaining^  the  objects  of 
the  fociety,  and  foliciting  the' honour  of  their 
patronage,  which  was  granted'  in  the  moll 
flattering  terms  of  approbation/  The  mem- 
bers next  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  a 
prefident:  and  as  Warren  Haftirigs,  Efquire, 
then  Gbvernor-Gerieral  of  India,  had  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  as  the  firft  liberal  promoter 
of  ufeful  knowledge  in  Bengal,  and  efpecially 

*  Asiatic  Researches,  voL  i.  Introduction.    The  ac- 
count is  omitted  in  the  works  of  Sir  William  Jones. 
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as  the  gre^t  encourager  of  Perfian  and  San- 
fcrit  literature,  they  deemed  him  entitled  to 
every  Tng.rk  of  diftindlion,  which  it  was  in 
their  power  to  ofFer :  a^nd  although  they  were 
aware»  that  the  numerous  and  important  du- 
ties of  his  public  ftation,  might  prove  an  In- 
fyrmoutit^ble  obje<3:ion  tp  his  acquiefcence^ 
they  neverthelefs  determined   to   folicit  his 
acceptance  of  the  honorary  title  of  prefident 
of  the  fociety,    as  a  juft  tribute  of  reipedt, 
which  the  occafion  feercied,  to  den^arjd,  and 
which  could  not  have  been  omitted,  without 
an  appearance  of  inattention  to  his  diftin-^ 
guifhed  merit. 

The  application  was  received  with  the  ac- 
knowledgment due  to  the'  motives  which  dic- 
tated it :  but  Mr,  H^ftlngs,  for  the  reafons 
'(firhlch  h^d  been  anticipated,  declined  bis  ac- 
ceptance of  the  proffered  title,  and  "  begged 
*^  le^ve  to  refign  bjs  prefenfions  to  the  gen-  . 
*'  tleman,  whofe  genius  had  planned  the  In- 
"  ftitution,  and  was  mpft  capable  of  condadt- 
^  ing  rt,  to  the  attainment  of  the  great  and 
*'  fplendid  purpofes  of  its  formation.'*    Sir 


ir 

WiiUam  jNhies,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  an- 
fwer,  was  immediately  and  unanimoufly  rfe- 
quefted  to  accept  the  prefidency  of  the  fociety. 
On  this  occafion,  he  addreffed  the  following 
letter  to  Mr.  Haftings: 

MY  DEAR  SIR;  ,    ^ 

Independently  of  my  general  pre- 
fumption,  that  whatever  you  determine  is 
right,  I  cannot  but  admit  the  folidity  of  the 
reafons,  which  induce  you  to  decline  that 
..  precedence*  to  which,  if  our  fociety  were  in 
its  full  vigour  inftead  of  being  in  its  cradle, 
you  would  have  a  title  paramount  to  all,  who 
have  been,  are,  or  will  be,  in  this  country. 
Every  part  of  your  letter  (except  that  which 
your  kind  indulgence  makes  fo  honourable 
to  me)  carries  with  it  the  cleareft  convidion. 
Your  firft  reafon  (namely,  an  unwillingnefs  to 
accept  an  honorary  truft,  and  want  of  leifure 
for  one,  that  may  require  an  aftive  part)  muft 
appear  fatisfaftory  to  all.  I  truft,  you  will 
confider  our  a<9t  as  proceeding  folely  from  our 
anxiety  to  give  you  that  diftin£tion,  which 
juftice  obliged  us  to  give.     As  to  myfelf,  I 

i,J«— V.  IL  C 
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ceuld  never  have  been  fatisfied,  if^fe  ttartrf- 
iag  the  fea  of  knowledge,  I  had  fallen  in  wkJe 
a  fliip  of  your  rate  and  ftatibn,  without  fbik- 
ing  my  flag.  One  thing  more,  my  dear  Sir, 
,1  mull  affure  you  of,  that  in  whatever  man- 
ner, your  oJ>j.e£tiGns.  had  been  ftated^  I  .fhould 
have  thought  them  juil  and  wifej  and  if  it 
were  not  for  the  pleafure,  which  your  friendly- 
communication  of  them  has  given  me,  I  fliould 
repent  of  the  trouble  which  our  intended  ho- 
mage has  occaiioned. 

I  return  Mr.  Turner's  letters,  with  many 
thanks  for  the  entertainment  which  Lady  J» 
and  myfelf  have  received  from  them*  I 
proraife  myfelf  much  delight  and  inflruiSioni 
from  his  converfation,  and  hope  that  when 
lie  ihall  think  proper  to  communicate  a  re-^ 
Jation  of  his  travels  ^j  he  will  prefer  our  fo- 
ciety  to  that  of  London.     I  will  pay  my  re- 

*  This'relation  was  published  in  1800,  under  the  title 
of  "  An  Accpunt  of  an  Embassy  to  the  Court  of  Teshoo 
"  Lama  in  Tibet;"  -Sec,  by  (Saptain  Samuel  Turner.  It 
is,  exceedingly  curious  and  interestingj>  The  author,  whose 
aniiable  manners  ajjd.  good. qualities  had  endeared  him  to 
Ms  friends,  was  seized  with  an  apoplexy  as  he'  was  walk- 
ing the  streets  of  London,  and  died  witjiin  two  days.  ;; 
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fpe£ls  to  you  in  the  evening,  and  am  con- 
cerned, from  a  felfifh  motive,  that  the  place 
where  I  now  writer  will  fo  foon  lofe  one  of 
its  greateft  advantages.  Believe  me  to  be, 
with  unfeigned  regard,  dear  Sir, 

Your  faithful  and  obedient  fervant, 

William  Jones. 
****** 

To  this  public  and  private  record  of  the 
merit  of  Mr.  Hi^ftings,  in  promoting  and  en-j 
couraging  the  purfuits  of  literature  in  Afia, 
^e  addition  of  any  further  teftimony  muft 
be  fuperfluous  ;  yet  I  cannot  deny  myfelf  th€ 
fatisfadiion  of  ftating  briefly  the  grounds  of 
his  claims  to  that  diftinftion,  which  -eKcited 

_  the  acknowledgments  and  prompted  the  fo* 
Ucitatian  of  the  ibciety. 

Mr.  Haftings  entered  into  the  fervice  f£ 
ihe  Eaft-India  company,  with  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  regular  claffical  education^,  anfl 
with  a  juind  ftrongly  impueffed  TOth  the 
jAeafures  of  literature.     The  (jommon  diale(3s 

'  of  Bengal,  after  his  arrival  i^  that  fioaiutry, 
feon  became  familiar  to  him ;  afi^  at  a  period 
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when  the  ufe  and  importance  of  the  Perfian 
language  were  fcarcely,  fufpeded,  and  when 
the  want  of  that  grammatical  and  philological- 
affiftance,  which  has  facilitated  the  labours  of 
fucceeding  Undents,  rendered  the  attainment 
of  it  a  tafk  of  peculiar  difficulty^  he  acquired 
a  proficiency  in  it.  His  fuccefs  not  only 
contributed  to  make  known  the  advantages  of 
the  acquifition,  but  proved  an  inducement 
to  others  to  follow  his  example, .  and  the  ge- 
neral knowledge  of  the  Perfian  language, 
which  has  been  fmce  attained  by  the  fervants 
of  the  Eaft-India  company,  has  cohfpired 
to  produce  political  effedts  of  the  greateft  na- 
tional importance,  by  promoting  and  accele- 
rating the  improvements,  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  fyftem  of  internal  adminijftration 
in  BengaL 

If  Mr.  Haftings  cannot  claim  the  merit  of 

.having  himfelf  explored  the  mine  of  Sanfcrit 

literature,  he   is   eminently   entitled   to  the 

praife  of  having  invited  and  liberally  encou- 

.  ragtd  the  refeairches  of  others: '   But  he  has  a 

r  claim  to  commendations  of  a  higher  nature ; 
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for  a  condudl  no.  lefs  favourable  to  the  eaufe 
of  literature,  than  to  the  advancement  of  the 
Britifh  influence  in  India,  by  removing  that 
referve  and  diftruft  in  the  pfofeflbrs  of  the 
Braminlcal  Faith,,  which  had  taught  them  to 
view  with  fufpicion  all  attempts  to  inveftigate 
their  code,  and  to  apprehend  the  infringement 
of  its  ordinances,  in  our  political  rule.  The 
importance  of  his  fuccefs  will  be  readily  ac- 
knowledged by  thofe,  whofe  obfervation  qua- 
lifies^them  to  form  a  due  eftimate  of  it  j  and 
to  thofe  who  have  not  had  the  advantages  of 
local  experience,  the  communication  of  my 
9wn  may  not  be  unfatisfadlory. 

The  fpirit  of  the  Mohammedan  religion 
is  a^verfe  to  every  appearance  of  idolatry, 
and  the  conqueft  of  Hinduftan  by  the  Muf- 
fulmans,  was  profecuted  with  the  zeal  of  a 
religious  crufade.  ,  The  rage  of  profelytifm 
was  united  with  the  ambition  of  dominion, 
and  the  fubverfion  of  the  Hindu  fuperftition 
was  always  confidered  a  religious  obligation; 
the  difcharge  of  which  might  indeed  be  fuf- 
pended  by  political  confiderations,  but  could 
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nt^et  be  renoutieed:  and,  notwithftanding 
OGcafiOnal  iftafks  of  toleration  in  forhe  of  the 
empei'ors  of  Hinduftan,  or '  their  viceroyis, 
their  Hindu  filbjeds  were  ever  beheld  by 
them,  ih  the  contemptuous  light  of  infidels 
and  idolater^.  They  werfe  of  courfe  naturally 
difpofed  to  ap{>teherid  the  efFeds  of  a  fimilar 
bigotry  and  intolerance  in  their  European 
goirernG^rs,  fo  widely  difcriminated  from  them- 
felves  in  manners,  language,,  and  religion. 
The  Bi-attiins,  too,  (who  had  the  feelings 
common  to  the  bulk  of  the  people,)  deemed 
themfelves  precluded  by  laws,  in  their  opi- 
nion of  lacred  and  eternal  obligation,  fron 
any  development  of  their  fecret  dodlrtnes  te 
a  race  of  people,  who  could  only  be  ranked 
in  the  loweli  of  the  four  clafles  of  mankind, 
and  to  whom,  with  little  exception,  their  fe- 
crecy  aaad  relerve  had  hitherto  proved  iiftpe- 
netrabfe.  To  furmount  thefe  obftacles,  t& 
fabdu«  the  jealoufy  and  prejudices  of  the 
BfraMins,  and  to  diminifli  the  apprehenfion* 
of  the  people  at  large,  required  a  condu6l  re- 
^latfed   by  th?  moflj  fiberal  and  equitable 
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principles,  and  the  influence  of  perfonal  ive- 
terGOiarfe  and  conciliation.     The  compilation 
of  a  code  of  laws  by  Pundits,  convened  by 
the  invitation  of  Mr.  Haftings,  the  Perfian 
verfion  of  it,  made  under  their  immediate  in- 
fpedtion,  and  the  tranflation  of  the  Bagvhat 
Geeta,  a  work  containing  all  the  grand  myf- 
teries  of  the  Braminical  Faith,  are  incontro- 
•\iertible  proofs  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  effcarts,  to 
infpire  confidence   in   minds  where  diftruft 
was  habitual,  while  a  variety  of  ufeful  pub- 
lications, undertaken  at~his   fuggeftion,  de- 
monftrate  the.  beneficial  efFeds   of  his   pa- 
tronage and  encouragement  of  Oriental  lite- 
rature. 

Amongft  the  original  members  of  the  foeie- 
ty,  who  fubfcribed  the  addrefs  to  the  Go- 
vernor-General and  Council,  propofmg  the 
iriftitution,  will  be  found  the  names  of  ieveral 
who  have  diftinguiflied  themfelves  by  their 
proficiency  in  Oriental  learning;  of  Mr. 
William  Chambers,  whofe  knowledge  of  the 
diale(f!ls  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  as  well 
as  of  Perfian  and  Arabic  literature,  was  critical 
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and  extenfive,  and  his  leaft  praife ;  of  Mr. 
Francis  Gladwyn,  the  author  of  many  works 
calculated  to  affift  the  ftudents  of  the  Perfian 
language,  the  tranflator  of  various  Oriental 
manufcripts,  and  particularly  of  the  inftitutes 
of  Akbar,  the  wifeft,  greateft,  and  raoft  to- 
lerant monarch,  that  ever  fwaycd  the  fceptrc 
of  India*;  of  Captain   Charles   Hamilton, 

*  The  toleration  of  Akbar,  and  his  curiosity  to  inves- 
tigate the  religious  tenets  of  other  nations,  have  exposed 
him  to  the  charge  of'heresy  amongst  the  Mohammedans 
in  general.  In  a  collection  of  his  letters,  published  by 
Jiis  learned  minister  Ab-ul-fuzl,  there  is  one  addressed, 
to  the  king  of  Portugal,  in  which  he  censures  in  the 
strongest  terms,  the  slavish  propensity  of  mankind,  to 
adopt  the  religious  principles  of  their  fathers  and  those 
amongst  whom  they  have  been  brought  up,  without  evi- 
dence or  investigation ;  he  avows  his  own  pleasure  and 
profit,  in  conversing  with  the  learned  professors  of  dif- 
ferent persuasions,  an^  desires  that  some  person  of  that 
character,  conversant  in  the  Oriental  and  European 
languages,  may  be  sent  to  him.  He  also  requests  trans- 
lations of  the  heaverily,  hooks,  the  Pentateuch,  Psalmsy 
and  Gospels,  or  of  any  others  of  general  utility. 

In  a  code  of  instructions,  specifically  addressed  to  the 
officers  of  his  empire,  I  find  tlie  two  following  passages: 

"  Do  not  molest  mankind  on  account  of  their  religious 
*•  principles.  If  in  the  affairs  of  this  world,  which  are 
M  transitory  and  perishable,  a  prudent  man  is  guided  by  ^ 
"  regard  to  his  interest ;  still  less,  in  spiritual  concerns, 
"  which  are  eternal,  whilst  he  retains  his  senses,  wi^l  he^ 
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who  publifhed  a  tranflation  of  the  Hedaiya,  a 
code  of  Mohammedan  laws,  which  has  heeji 
found  of  great  ufe  in  the  adminifttatiijn  of 
jullice  in  Bengal ;  and  of  Charles  Wilkins, 
Efquire,  the  firft  Englifhman  who  acquired  a 
critical  knowledge  of  the  language  of  the  Bra- 
mins,andwho  by  the  application  of  rare  talents 
and  iaduftry,  by  his  own  perfonal  exertions, 
invented  and  caft  types  of  the  Debnagree, 
Perfic,  and  Bengalefe  chara£lers,  in  fuch  per- 
fection,  that   no   fucceeding  attempts   have 
exhibited  any  improvement  upon  his  labours. 
Of  thefe  names,  two  only  furvive. 

The  lofs  of  Mr.  Chambers  muft  be  par- 
ticularly lamented,  by  ajl  who  feel  an  intereft^ 
in  communicating  a  knowledge  of  the  ^oc- 

"  adopt  what  is  pernicious.  If  truth  be  on  his  side,  do 
"  not  oppose  it  and  molest  him ;  but  if  it  be  with  you,  and 
"  he  from  want  of  undei;standing  should  have  imbibed 
"  erroneous  notions,  ignorance  is  his  malady,  and  he  is 
"  to  be  considered  an  object  of  your  compassion  and 
"  assistance,  not  of  molestation  and  severity.  Keep  on 
"  good  terms  with  the  upright  and  virtuous  of  all  per- 
"  suasions. 

"  The.  best  adoration,  which  man  in  this  world  can 
**  pay  to  his  Maker,  is  duly  to  administer  the  affairs  of  his 
"  creatures,  discarding  passion  and  affection,  and  without 
*J  distinction  of  friend  or  foe,  relation  or  stranger." 
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trines  of  falvation,  to  the  natives  of  India. 
In  an  early  period  6f  life  he  faw  and  felt 
the  truth  and  importance  of  the  Chriftian 
Reli^on,  and  while  his  own  condu(S  ex- 
hibited the  ftrength  of  his  convi(5tion,  he 
thought  it  a  duty  to  empjoy  his  talents  and 
acquirements,  jn  diffeminating  amongft  the 
untaught  natives  a  knowledge  of  that  faith, 
which  he  regarded  of  fupreme  ahd  univerfal 
importance.  In  this  view,  he  determined  to 
undertake  a  tranflation  of  the  New  Teftament 
into  Perfian,  and  devoted  all  his  leifure  to  the 
performance  of  this  talk,  with  the  moll  zeal- 
ous folicitude  to  make  it  accurate;  but  he 
had  not  completed  half  the  Gofpel  of  3t. 
Matthew,  when  it  pleafed  Providence  to  call 
him  out  of  this  life. 

Such,  amongft  others,  were  the  original 
members  of  the  fociety  formed  at  Calcutta, 
fo^r  enquiring  into  the  hiftory,  antiquities,  the 
natural  produdions,  arts,  fciences,  and  litera- 
ture of  Afia,  under  the  patronage  of  Sir 
William  Jones,  who  at  the  firft  meeting  after 
i,h.e  -inftitution  was  completed,  in  his  capacity 
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of  prefident,  unfolded,  in  an  elegant  and  ap- 
propriate  addrefs.    the   objeds  propofed  for 
their  refearches,  and  concluded  with  a.  pro- 
mife,  which  he  amply  difcharged,  of  com- 
municating the  refult  of  his  own  ftudies  and 
enquiries.     That  he   might   be   qualified  to 
perform  this  promife,   in  a  manner  worthy 
his   high  reputation,   as  well  as  from  more 
commanding  motives,  he  deterniined  to  com- 
mence without  lofs  of  time  the  ftudy  of  th^ 
Sanfcrit.    His  refledion  had  before  fuggefted, 
that  a  ktiowledge  of  this  ancient  tongue  would 
be  of  the  greateft  utility,  in  enabling  him  to 
^ifcharge  with  confidence  and  fatisfadtion  to 
himfelf,  the  duties  of  a  judge;  and  he  foon  dif- 

covered,    wh^t  fubfequeat   expeilencie   fully 

•J 
confirmed,  that  no  reliance  could  be  placed 

on  the  opinions  ot  interpretations  of  the  prc- 
Jeffbrs  of  the  Hindu  law,  unlefs  he  were  qua- 
lified to  examine  their  authorities  and  quota- 
tions, and  deted;  their  errors  and  mifreprefenta-r 
tions.  On  the  other  hand,  he  knew  that  all 
attempts  to  explore  the  religion  or  literature 
Sjf  Jiidia,  through  any  other  medium  than  a 
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knowledge  of  the  Sanfcrit,  muft  be  imperfe6l 
and  unfatisfa£lory ;  it  was  evident,  that  the 
moft  erroneous  and  difcordant  opinions  on 
thefe  fubjeds,  had  been  circulated  by  the 
ignorance  of  thofe  who  had  colledfid  their 
information  frdm  oral  communications  only, 
and  that  the  pidures  exhibited  in  Europe,  of 
the  religion  and  literature  of  India,  could  only 
be  compared  to  the  maps  conftruded  by  the 
natives,  in  which  every  pofition  is  diftorted, 
and  all  proportion  violated.  As  a  lawyer,  he 
knew  the  value  and  importance  of  original 
docurnents  and  records,  and  as  a  fcholar  and 
man  of  fcience,  he  difdained  the  idea  of  amuf- 
ing  the  learned  world,  with  fecondary  in- 
formation 6n  fubjeds  which  ha'd  greatly  in- 
terefted  their  curiofity,  when  he  had  the 
means  of  accefs  to  the  original  fources.  He 
was  alfo  aware,  that  much  was  expeded  by. 
the  literati  in  Europe,  from  his  fuperior  abi- 
lities and  learning,  and  he  felt  the  ftrongeft 
inclination  to  gratify  their  expedations  in 
the  fulleft  poflible  extent. 

Of  liis  time  he  had  early  learned  to  be  a 
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rigid  economift,  *,  aixd  he  frequently  regretted 
the  facrifices  of  it,  which  cuftom  or  ceremony 
extorted.  An  adherence  to  this  principle, 
while  it  reftrained  in  fome  degree  his  habits 
of  focial  intercourfe,  neceffarily  limited  his 
correfpohdence  with  his  friends.  From  the 
few  letters  which  he  wrote,  I  fhall  now  fejefl: 
fuch,  as  defcribe  his  feelings,  thoughts,  and 
occupations,  a  few  months  only  after  his  ar- 
rival in  Bengal. 

Sir  WILLIAM  JONES  toMr.  Juftice  HYDE. 

Fi;iday  Evening,  at  th4  Chambers,  Jan.  1784.. 
DEAR  SIR  ; 

Ramlochimd  has  raifed  my  cu- 
riofity  By  telling  me,  that  when  you  had  oc- 

*  As  a  proof  of  the  strict  regularity  of  Sir  William 
Jones  in  the  application  of  his  timp,  the  reader  is  present- 
ed with  a  transcript  of  a  card  in  his  own  writing-  It 
contains,  indeed,  the  occupationswhich  he  had  prescribed 
to  himself  in  a  period  of  the  following  year ;  bnt  may 
^erve  as  a  sample  of  the  manner  in  which  he  devoted  bis 
leisure  hours  at  all  tinjes. 

Daily  Studies 

for  the 

Long  Vacation  of  1785: 

Morning One  letter. 

Ten  chapters  of  the  Bible. 

Sanscric  Grairimar, 

Hindu  Lqw,  &c.  After' 
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Cafion  to  receive  the  evid«nce  of  fome  Mugs, 
they  produced  a  book  in  ftrange  fquare  cha- 
racters, which  they  called  Zuhoor.  Now  Zu- 
Boor  is  the  name  by  which  the  PJalms  of 
DaviJ  are  known  in  Afia.  May  not  this 
book  be  the  Pfalms  in  old  Hebrew  or  Sa- 
^niaritari,  and  the  f)eople  a  fe<5t  of  Jews  ?  Can 
you  give  me  any  information  on  this  head  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  JONES  toMr.  Juftice  HYDE. 

Garden,  May  14,  1784. 
Many  thanks,  my  dear  Sir,  for 
your  kind  concern  and  attention.  I  was  on 
the  bridge  by  Col.  Tolly's  houfe  in  the  midfl 
of  the  florm,  my  horfes  mad  with  the  fear  of 
the  lightning,  and  my  carriage  every  moment 
in  danger  of  being  overfet  by  the  wind  j  J 
was  wet  to  the  fkin,  and  faved  from  worf^ 
inconvenience  by  the  diligeijce  of  my  fer- 
vants,  who  took  off  the  horfes  and  drew  the. 
carriage  to  a  place  of  fafety.  I  am  never- 
thelefs  in  good  health ;  but  Lady  Jones  is 

Afternoon... Indian  Geography. 

Evening.. .Roman  History. 

Chess.     Ariosto. 
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npt  quite  recovered  from  a  f^v^re  cold  and; 
rheumatifm,  attended  with  a  fever. 

Remember  that  I  am  always  ready  to  re- 
lieve you  at  the  chambers  in  the  Loll  Bazar  *, 
and  will  cheerfully  take  the  labouring  oar 
next  month  if  you  pieafe;    efpedally,   as  I 
propofe  to  fpend  the  long  vacation  in  a,  float- 
ing houfe,   and  to  leave  Calcutta  as  foon  as 
the  felfion  is  over ;    but  I  ihall  return  dead 
or  alive  before  the  2 2d  of  October .  I  am  Liaex* 
preffibly  amufed  by  a  Perfian  tranilation  of  an 
old  Sanfcrit  book,  called  Siry  Bha'gwat,  which 
comprizes  almoft  the  whole  of  the  Hindu  r&. 
ligion,  and  contains  the  life  and  achievements 
of  Crijhen ;  it  is  by  iax  the  moft  entertaining 
book,  on  account  of  its  novelty  and  wildnefsj, 
that  I  ever  read. 

Farewell,  and  believe  me,  dear  Sir, 
Ever  iffedtionately  yours, 

William  Jones. 

*  A  hfiuse  in  Calcutta,  -where  the  puisne  judges  of  th* 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  attended  by  rotation  in  the 
evening,  as  justices  of  the  peace. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  JONES  to  Dr.  PATRICK 
RUSSEL. 

i_<  Calcutta,  March  10,  11 84» 

V.  You  would  readily  excufc  my  delay  in 
anfwering  your  obliging  letter,  if  you  could 
form  an  idea  of  the  inceflant  hurry  and  con- 
fufion,  in  which  I  have  been  kept  ever  fince 
my  arrival  in  Bengal,  by  neceflary  bufinefs, 
or  neceflary  formalities,  and  by  the  difficulty 
of  fettling  myfelf  to  my  mind,  in  a  country 
ib  different  from  that  which  I  have  left.  I 
am  indeed  at  beft,  but  a  bad  correfpondent ; 
for  I  never  write  by  candle-light,  and  find  fo 
much  Arabic  or  Perfian  to  read,  that  all  my 
leifure,  in  a  morning,  is  hardly  fufficient  for 
a  thoufandth  part  of  the  reading  that  would 
be  highly  agreeable  and  ufeful  to  me ;  and  as 
I  purpofe  to  fpend  the  long  vacation  up  the 
country,  I  wifh  to  be  a  match  in  converfation 
with  the  learned  natives,  whom  I  may  happen 
to  meet. 

I  rejoice  that  you  are  fo  near,  but  lament 
that  you  are  not  nearer,  and  am  not  without 
hope,  that  you  may  one  day  be  tempted  to 
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vUit  Bengal,  where  I  flatter  myfelf  you  will 
give  me  as  much  of  your  compaoy  as  poffible. 
Many  thanks  for  your  kind  hints  in  regard 
to  my  health.     As  to  me,  I  do  not  expedt,  as 
long  as  I  flay  in  India,  to  be  free  from  a  bad 
digefti^n*  the  morbus  literatorum,  for  which 
there  isihardly  any  remedy,  but   abftinence 
from   too  much  food,  literary  and  culinary. 
I  rife  before  the  fun, ;  an,4  b^the  after  a  g^entle 
Tide ;  my  diet  is  light  and  fparing,  and  I  go 
early  to  reft;  yet  the  aftivity  of  my  mind  is  too 
ftrong  for  my  conftitution,  though  naturally 
act   infirm,   and  I   muft  be  fatisfied  with  a 
valetudinarian  flate  of  health.     If  you  (hould 
meet  with  any  curiofities  on  the  coafl:,  either 
in  your  botanical  rambles  or  in  reading,  and 
will  communicate  them  to  our  fociety,  lately 
inftituted  for  enquiring  into  the  hiftory,  civil 
and  natural,  the  antiquities,  arts,  fciences,  and 
literature  of  Afia,  we  fhall  give  you  our  hearty 
thanks.     There  is  an  Abyffinian  here,  whg 
knew  Mr.  Bruce  at  Gwendcr.     I  have  exa- 
mined him,  and  he  confirms  Bruce's  account. 

Every  day  fupplies  me  with  fomething  new 
Xt/e— V.  ir.  D 
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in  Oriental  learning,  and  if  I  were  to  ftay 
iiere  half  a  century  I  fhould  be  contiiiuatUy 
amufed. 


Sir  WILLIAM  JONES'  to 

April  \^,11M- 
*.       *        *        *        *        *       ^ 

I  am  difcouraged  from  writing  to  you 
as  copioufly  as  I  wifh,  by  the  fear  that  my 
letter  may  never  reach  you.  I  inclofe  how- ' 
ever  a  hymn  to  the  Indian  cupid,  which  is 
here  faid  to  be  the  only  corred  fpecimen  of 
Hindu  mythology  that  has  appeared;  it  is 
Certainly  new  and  quite  original,  except  the 
form  of  the  ftanza,  which  is  Miltonrs,  I 
axid  the  charafter  of  Lord  Afliburton,  which 
ray  zeal  for  bis  fame  prompted  me  to 
publifh  *. 

"*  Lord  Ashburton  died  on  the  18th  of  August  1783. 
His  character,  written  by  Sir  Wilhani  Jones,  is  published 
in  vol.  viii.  of  hi§  works,  page  538..  I  transcribe  from  it 
the  last  paragraph,  as  a  proof  of  the  gratitude  and  sensibi- 
lity" of  the  writer.       -  ' 

•'  For  some  months  before  his  death,  the,nfirsery  had 
"  been  his  chief  delight,  and  gave  him  more  pleasure 
"  than  the  cabinet  could  have  afforded :.  but  this  parental 
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Had  I  dreamt  that  the  dialogue  ;would  have 
made  fuch  asftiiri  Lfliould  certainlry.haye  taken 
more  pains  with  it.  I  will  never  ceafe  to> 
avow  and  juftify  the  dodlrine  comprifed  in 
it.  I  meant  it  merely  as  an  imitation  of 
one  of  Plato's,  where  a  boy  wholly  igno- 
rant of  geometry,  is  made  by  a  few  fimple 
<]^uefiions  to  demonilrate  a  propofition,  and 
I  intended  to  inculcate,  that  the  principles 
of  government  were  fo  obvious  and  intel- 
ligible, that  a  clown  might  be  brought 
to  underfland  them.  As  to  raiting  fedition, 
I  as  much  thought  of  raifmg  a  charch. 

"  afiection,  which  had  been  a  source  of  so  much  felicity, 
"  was  probably  a  cause  of  his  fatal  illness.  He  had  lost 
"  one  son,  and  expected  to  loSe  another,  when  the  author 
"  of  this  painful  tribute  to  his  memory,  parted  from  him, 
"with  tears  in  his  eyes,  little  hoping  to  see  him  again  iij 
*  a  perishable. state.  As  ie  perceives,  without  affectation, 
"  that  his  tears  now  steal  from  liimj  and  begin  to  moisten 
*i,  the  paper  on  which  he  writes,  he  reluctantly  leaves  a 
"  sul^ect,  which  he  cojuld  npt  soon  have  exhausted  j  and 
"  when  he  also  sh^l  resign  his  life  to  tlie  great  Giver  o^ 
*'  it,  he  (^sires  no  other  -decoration  of  his  humble  graref 
*'  stone,  than  this  honpurable  truth:  ^ 

"  With  none  to  flatter,  none  to  recommend,  t 

r, .  *'  BiTN  NING  approv'd,  and  mark'd  him  as  a  friend."    - 

D  3 
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My  di^ogue  contains  my  fyfleih,  which 
1  have  ever 'ayowed,  and  ever  will  avow ;  but 
I  perfe6tly  agree  (and  no  man  of  found  in- 
telled  cans  difagree)  that  fuch  a  fyftem  is: 
whcBly:  inapplicable  to  this  country,  where 
ihillions  of  men  are  fo  wedded  to  inveterate 
prejudices,  and  habits,  that'  if  liberty  could  be 
forced  upon  them  by  Britain,  it  would  make, 
them  as  fniferable  as  the  crueleft  defpotifih. 
f  Pray  t  remember  me  affedlionately  to  all  my 
friends  kt  the  bar,  whom  I  have  not  time  tQ 
enumerate,  and  aflurc  my  academical  an^  pro- 
foffibnal  friends,  that  I  will  write  to  them  all: 
when  I  .have  leifure.     Farewell,  &c. 

Sir  WILLIAM  JONES  to  CHARLES 
CHAPMAlsr,  Efq.  . 

■''  Gardens,  near  Aliipore,  April  26,  1784. 

' '~  Allow  me,  dear  Sir,  to  give  you  the. 

warmeft.  thanks  in  my  own  name,  and  in  that 
of  bur  infant  fociety,  for  the  pleafure  which 
we  have  recdved  from  youe  i!ntere:^ng  ac-' 
count  of .  Cochin-china,  with  confideirable  ex^ 
tratSs  from  which  we  haye  been  favoured  by 


sr 

piir  patroii's.  Ourriieetings  "arfe'^fellattehderf, 
and  the  focifety  may  itally  be  faid,  confidef- 
lii^  the  recent 'time'' of  its  eftabliihment,  tb 

We  have  been  rather  in^ifpofeS,  the  weaither 
yfein^g  fuch'as  ^^  had'fto  idea  oMfr  Engllnd, 
dJc(feilIiVe''tfeat  at'htJb'ri,  and  an  incdflaht  high 
\vTndTrt)'ttite6niing  to  night- j  at  tHis  inomeht 
it'^tiowff^ a' hurri-cafieV  iind  my  TtuHpreminds 
^if  t)¥''ihy  V^bih  'it  Tek.'  Gur  wa^  oflifi'how- 
"e^et* is  quite  paftora'l  iif  thi& 'retired  -ipot ;  'ks 
my  prime  favourite^,'  dmorig  all  our^  pets,  titb 
tWoJ^tge  Englifh' fhbe^,  whlcli'&fefe' with  lis 
from  Spithead,  and^  "having  riatfdvl^ly  efcatped 
"the 'knife,  are  to  live  as  long  and  as  hkpf)ily 
with  us  as  they  can;  they  follow  us  ^or  bread, 
and  are  perfectly  domellic.  '  "We'^'aife  litefally 
lulled  to  fleep  by  Perfian  nightingalies,  and 
ceafe  to  wonder,  ^hat  the  fiiilBuI,  with'  a 
thoufandtales^  makes  fuch  a  figure  in  Oriental 
po^^iy.  Since  I  am  refolved  to  fit  regularly 
in  court  as  long  ais  1  am  well,  not  ktiowing 
how  foon  I  may  he  fdrcecl  to  iremit  my  atten- 
tion to  bufinefs,'  I  ihall  not'be  af'lilierty  to 
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enter  «^y  budgerow  till  nes.x.ihf  end,  of  July, 
and  muft  be  again  in  (j;alcul;ta  on, the  22d.qf 
Odober,  fo  that  my  time  will  he.  very: lirnil- 
ed  J  and  I  fhall  wifli  if  poflible  to  fee  Benare^ 
*..*.*         *         *         .*  ,f 

The  principal  objeftr  of  his  me^itate.d^CLXr' 
curfion  was  to  open  fources  o^  infqjCjjiation, 
on  topips  ^f}tiircly  new  in. the  republic ,-pf , Je^t? 
terg .  The  indifpolition  ,whif h,  >ie,  mej^ti^nSi 
not  .withojit  appre^enfipns  of  jts  cpntiiMjancj^p, 
had. not  altogether  left  him  when  he.cpm- 
,j3ienced,  his  journey,  ^nd  during  the  p^ogrefs 
of  it.  returned  with  a  feverity,  which r  long 
iheld -;the,  public  in  anxious  fufpenfe,  before 
any  hqpes  ,could  be  entertained  of  its  favoufv 
able  termination.  , 

The  author  rof  thefe  memoirs  faw  him  in 
Auguft;  1784,  at  the  houfe  of  a  frienci  in, the 
vicinity  of  Mpgrfhedabad^  langilid,  exhaufted, 
and  emaciated,  in  a  ftate  of  very  doubtful 
convalefc^nce,;  but  his  mi^d  had  fuifered 
no  depreffion,  and  exhibited  all  its  habitual 
fervour.  In  his  cpnvetfation  he  fpoke  with 
j-apture  rof  the, country,  ,pf  the  novel  and  in- 
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t€yefting  fources  opened  to  his  refearch^s^  and 
feemed  to  lament  his  fufFerings,  onl^  as  im- 
pediments to  the  profecutioii  of  them; .  From 
Modrfhedabad  he  proceeded  to  Jungipore,  at 
the  diftance  of  a  day's  journey  only,.' and  from 
this  place  continued  his  correfpondence,  ^hich 
defcritfes' his  condition.  i  :u. 

Sir  WILLIAM  JONES  to  CHAkLES 
-ur.j  .  .CHAPMAN,  Efq.     ■ 

•   -y/    ■'  August  io,  1184. 

■  ,'i.i  Nothing  but  a  feries  of  fevere  at- 

tacks of  illnefs  could  have  prevented  my  re- 
plying^ loiig  ago  to  your  friendly  letter.  After 
refifting  them  by  temperance  and  exercife 
for  fome  time,  I  was  quite  overpo^^eted  by  a 
fever,  which  has  confined  me  ten  weeks  to 
my  couch,  but  is  now  almoft  entirely  abated, 
though  it  has  left  me  in  a  ftate  of  extreme 
weaknefs.  I  had  a  relapfe  at  Raugamutty, 
which  obliged  me  to  ftay  three  weeks  at  Af- 
ialbang,  where  the  judgment  and  attention  of 
Dr.  Glas,  prevented  perhaps  ferious  confe- 
qtjences,    I  have  fpent  two  days  at  this  place. 
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and  I  iihd  myfelf  fo;  much  better,  that  t  ptt)" 
pofe-to  'continne  my  voyage,  this  evening  r- 
whether  i  fhall  be  ^asMe^  to  g6  farther  thaS 
Patna,  (Tteiig  to  fee  Blares)  is  very  lincer- 
tain.  This  is  only  the.  fecond  attetia^t  I  liave 
made  to  write  fince  my  illnefs  j  and  as  I 
hold  my  pen  with  fome  difficulty,  I  will  fay 
no  more  than  that  I  am,  with  greiat  ef- 
teem,  &c.  '  ;  T  : ' 

P.  S.  I  cannot  help  adding,  fthat  your  pro- 
pofal  of  extradling  fuch  parts  of  your  very 
interefting  narrative  concerningjCochiri-china, 
as  you  may  think  proper  to  depofit  among 
the  archives  of  our  focitty,  is  the  very  thing 
I  wifhed,  and  I  really  think  it  will  be  one  of 
our  moll  valuable  tranSls  *. 

*  The -extracts  alluded  to,  have  riot  yfet  appeared  in 
the  Asiatic.  Researches.     The  voyage  which  led, to, that 

■  narrative,  was  undertaken  on  the  foUowmg  occasion : 
Two- Mandarins  cif  Cochinchina,  had  be«n -accidentally 
brought  to  Cajputta,  in  1778 ;  the  Governor-General  of 
India,  W.  Hastings,  Esq.,  from  motives  of  humanity  and 

.policy,  furnished'  the  .means  of  their  return  to  their' jia- 
tivc  country,  and  Charley  Chapman,  Esq.,  at  his  own  re- 
quest, was  appointed  to  accoitipany  them  with  ,a  public 
coitiftiission,  with  instructions'to  establish,  if  practicable, 
a  commercial  intercourse  between  the  Company's  settle-, 
ments  in  India  and  Cochinchina,  and  to  procui^  such 
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******* 

But  his  thouglits  and  attention*  "were  not 
cohfiried  to  the  perifhable  concerns  of  this 
world  only;  aftd  what  was  the  fubjeft  of  Ms 
cineditations  in  health,  was  more  forcibly  iiai- 
prefled  upon  his  'mind  during  illnefs.     He 
knew  the  duty  of  refignatiori  to  the  'will  of 
his  Maker,  'and  -of  dependence  oii  the  meilts 
of  a  Redeemer;  and  I  find  thefe  fentiments 
cxpreSed  in  afliort  prayer,  which  he  eom- 
pofed  during  his  indi:^ofition  I'll  September 
1784,  and  which  I  ^htit  infert: 

«  O  thou  Beftower  of  all  Good !  if  it 
**  pleafe  thee  to  continue  my  eafy  tafks  in 
*"this  life,  grant  me  ftrength  to  perform 
♦'  them  as  a  faithful  fervant ;  but  if  thy  wif- 
*'  dom  hath  willed  to  end  them  by  this  thy 
•'  vifitation,  admit  me,  not  'v\''eighing  my  ilti- 
"  worthinefs,  but  through  thy  mercy' declared 
"  in  Chrift,  into  thy  heavenly  maafions,  that 
*'  I  may  continually  advance  in  happinefs,  by 

privileges  and  advantages  for  English  vessels  resorting 
thither,  as  the  government  of  that  coumty  might  be  dis- 
posed to  grant. 
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**  gi^vancjng  In  true  Imowlodge  and  awful  love 
**  of  thee.     Thy  will  be, done  !"    .   ;  ->.,,^- 

I  quote-with  particular  fatisfadipn,,;  tUs 
^fliort  but  decifive  teftinrony  of  tlie^  religious 
principles  of  Sir  William  Jones.  Among 
many  additional  proofs,  which  might  be  giyen 
of  them,;  is -the  following  fhort  praye;-,  cora- 
pofed  on  ■y^raking,  July  27,  1783,  at  fea,  alfo 
copied  from  his  own,  writing.: 

"  Gracioully  accept  our  thanks,  thou  Giver 
**  of  all  Gopd,  for  having  preferved  us:  an- 
*'  other  night,  and  be/lowed  on  us  another 
"  day.  O,  grant  that  on  this  day,  we  may 
**  meditate  on  thy  law  with  joyful  veneration, 
*'  and  keep, it  In  all  pur  .fidions,  with Jirm 
"  obedienccJ' 

Minute  circumftances ;  frequently  tend  to 
mark  and  develop  charadei;.  As  a  farther 
inftance  of  this  obfervatipn,  however  trifling 
ijt  may  appear,  the  application  by  Sir  William 
,  Jones  to  hinifelf,  pf  two  lines  of  Milton  in 
his  own  writing  under  a  card  with  his  printed 
name.  In  addition  to  more  fubftantial  proofe. 
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ma^  be  quoted  in  evidence  of  his  habitual 

frame  of  mind : 

Not  wand'ring  poor,  but  trusting  all  Jus  wealth 
With  God,  who  call'd  him  to  a  land  unknown.  ' 

On  another  fcrap  of  paper,  the  following 

lines  appear ;  they  wete  written  by  him  in 

Ihdia,  but  at  -what  period  is  not  known,  nor 

indeed  of  any  confequence : 

Sir  Edward  Coke, 
- '  Six  hours  in  sleep,  in'  law's  grave  ^tudy  six, 
I    four  spend  in  prayer, — the  rest  on  nature  fix: 

RATHER, 

'     Seven  -hours/to  lawj  to:  soothing  slumber  seven, ''',      ' 
Ten  to  the  world  allot,  and  all  to  Heaven. 

If  we  fometimes  fufFer  the  humiliation,  of 
feeing  great  yt^lents  and  extenfive  eruditioa 
proflituted  to  infidelity,  and  employed  in  pro- 
pagating mifeyy  by  endeavouring  to  fubvert 

.  the  bafis  of  our  temporal  and  eternal  welfare, 
we  cannot  but  feel  a  more  than  common  gra- 

.jtification,  at  the  falutary  union  of  true  gepius 
and  piety.  ,  Learning,  that  wantons  in  irre- 
lijgion,  may,  like  the  Sirius  of  Homer,  flalh 
its  ftrong  light  upon  us;  but  though  brilliant, 

_it  is  baneful,  and  while  it  dazzles,  makes  us 
tremble  for  our  fafety.     Science  therefore, 
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'Withcrat  piety,  whatever  'kdmiratlbn  it  m'ay 
excite,  will  never  be  entitled"  to' 'iH  ^ual  de- 
cree of  refpedt  "a,nd  edeem,  with  the  humble 
kncwledge,., which. makesp.us  wife  ,, unto  >Sal- 
vatlon.  ,_  The  belief  .of .  .Sir  William  Jones  in 
.Rjevelation,  is  openly  and,  di()un<3Jydeclarjqd 
in  his  works;  but  |he  unoflenta^lous  effi|Jioqs 
of  fequeftered  adoration,  .w.t|ilft  they  prove 
the  fincerky  of 'his  convidion,  give  an  ^d- 
dition'al  v^reigKt'to'his'avowed  opinions/  More 
might  be  added. on  this-i^bjedt,  but  it  will  be 
communicated  in  another  place. 

*o  -Ht^  next-ftage-wras  Bhagilpoor,  the  refid- 

'  ence  '6f  the  friend,  to'  whom '  the"  preceding 
fetters  w«re  addreffed)  and  beire  he  was  long 
■detained  by  iHnefs  and  debility/"^' The  vigour 
of  his  min-d ^however  fiill  cbhtiiiii^d ' unirri- 
paired i  and  except  during  th 6'  fevere  pa- 
roxyfms  of  difordfer,    his   refeiarches-  for  in- 

'  fbrmatiori  were  n^vet-  fufperrded,  nor.wouldfce 

fviffer  him*fe!f  to  be  debar'red  from  ahy  inter- 

eourfe  by.which  they  co'uH'be'promdted'.  "It 

"wasat  this  place^  during  the  hodrs  of  conva- 

,'iefcence  'when  he  was  confined  to  his  couch, 
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t^at  Jie  apf^ifedi'hinir^f  to  the  ftudy  of  bo- 
tany ;  a  feien<:e  for  wi^eh  be  bad  early  enter- 
tain®^ a- great  partiality,  and  which  he  pro- 
nounces the  nioft  ^oye^y-aiHd  fefcmating  branch 
ofi  Hatural  kf^wledge.     With  the  works  cf ; 
Linrnseus  before  him,  he,  procured  the  plants 
of;  the:  country  to  be:  brought  to  him,  and 
comparing  the  produdions  of  nature,  with 
thedefcriptions  and  arrangements  of  the  Swed- 
ifb  philofopher,   he    beguiled  the   hotirs  0f 
latigtfor  and  difeafe,  and  laid  the  folid  found- 
ation of  that  botanical  knowledge,  which  he 
,ever  afterwards  cultivated  with  increafmg  ar- 
dour and  elelight. 

From  Bhagilpopr  he  purfued  his  journey 
to  Patna,  where  he  was  again  attacked  with  a 
fevere  indifpofition.  It  did  not  however  pre- 
vent him  from  proceeding  by  land  to  Guyah, 
fkmdus  as  the  birth-pkce  of  Boudh,the  author 
of  a  iyfteni  of  philofophy  which  labours  un- 
der the  imputation  of  atheifm ;  but  more  fa- 
mous  for  the  annual  refort  of  Hindu  pilgrims 
from  all  parts  of  India,  who  repair  to  the 
holy  city  for  the  purpofe  of  ^alcing  preferibed 
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oblations  to  their  deceafed  anceftors,  arid  of 
obtaining  abfolution  from  all  their  fins. 

The  city  of  Benares  was  his  next  ftage, 
and  the  limits  of  his  eXcurfion..  He  had 
here  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  profeflbrs 
of  the  Hindu  religion,  at  the  moft  celebrated 
and  ancient  univerfity  of  India,  and  had  only 
to  regret,  that  his  knowledge  of  their  language 
was  infufEcient  to  enable  him  to  converfe 
with  them  without  the  afliftance  of  an  in- 
terpreter. After  a  fhort  refidence,  which  his 
fenfe  of  duty  would  not  allow  him  to  protraft 
unneceflarily,  he  returned  by  the  Ganges  to 
Bhagilpoor*,  where,  as  he  obferves,  he  had 

*  From  a  note  written  by  Sir  William  Jonfes,  on 
Major  Rennel's  account  of  Butan  and  Tibetj  I  extract 
the  following  passage.  It  is  endorsed,  as  having  been 
intended  for  the  Researches  of  the  Asiatic  Society,  but 
is  pot  piiblished  in  them. 

"  Just  after  sun-set,  on  the  5th  of  October  l784f,  I 
"  had  a  distinct  view  from  Bhagilpoor  of  ChumalurY 
*'  peak,  and  the  adjoining  mountains  of  Tibet,  which 
"  are  very  clearly  seen  from  Perneia,  and  were  perfectly 
*'  recollected  by  a  learned  member  of  our  society,  one  of 
"  the  latest  travellers  to  that  interesting  country,  who  had 
"  obligingly  communicated  to  me  a  correct  note  of  the 
"  bearings  and  courses  observed  in  his  journey  from 
"  Rengpur  to  Tassisudden,  and  thence  through  Parad' 
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(already  found  fo  much  health,  pleafure,  and 
infl:ru(fHon  for  two  months. 

In  his  journey  from  this  place  to  Calcutta, 
he  yifited  Gour,  once  the  refidence  of  the 
fovereigns  of  Bengal.  This  place  ftill  ex- 
hibits  axchitedlural   remains   of  royal  mag- 

"  gong  to  Chumalury.  The  peak  bore  very  nearfy  due 
"  north  to  the  room,  from  which  it  was  seen,  in  the 
"  house  of  Mr.  Chapman ;  and  from  the  most  accurate 
"  calculations  that  I  could  make,  the  horizontal  distance 
"  atjWhich  it  was  distinctly  visible,  must  beat  least  24* 
"  British  miles;  there  was  a  strong  glare  from  the  setting 
"  sun  on  the  snows  of  its  more  western  side,  and  it  might 
"  assuredly  have  been  discerned  at  a  much  greater  di- 
**  stance.  By  an  observation  of  Mr.  Davis,  at  Rfengpur, 
••  and  another  at  Tassisudden,  the  difference  of  latitude 
"  between  the  place  last  mentioned  and  Bhagilpoor,  is 
"  163  geographical,  or  188  and  a  fi;action,  British  miles: 
"  now  although  the  road  from  Buxadewar  in  Butan,  the 
"  latitude  of  which  was  found  to  be  26°  53',  consisted  of 
"  rough  mountains  and  deep  valleys,  yet  the  way  between 
"  Paradgong  and  Chumalury,  especially  from  Chesa- 
"  camba,  the  frontier  of  Tibet,  was  very  level ;  and  the 
"  accuracy  of  our  travellers  gives  us  reason  to  believe, 
"  that  their  computed  miles  from  Tassisudden  were  but 
"  little  above  the  standard ;  so  that  having  measured  the 
"  northern  sides  of  the  two  triangles,  formed  by  their 
"  courses  WNW.  and  NNW.  we  could  not  be  far  from 
"  the  truth." 

"  The  mountains  of  Chumalury,  are  the  second  or  tliird 
«  ridge  described  in  the  Memoir.  The  Major  justly  cpn- 
"  siders  the  mountains  of  Himola,  for  so  they  are  named 
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Bjficcoce^  which  the,  traveller  lis  obliged  to 
explore  at  fome  perfonal  rifk  amidft  forefts, 
the  exclufive  haunts  of  wild  beafts ;  for  nature 
has  here  refumed  her  dominion^  and  triumphs 
over  the  ijiort-lived  pride  of  man.  In  a 
letter  to  a  friend  *,  written  after  his  arrival  in 
Calcutta,  he  has  briefly  defcribed  fome  parts 
of  his  journey.  "  The  Mahanada  was  beau- 
*'  tiful,  and  the  banks  of  fome  rivers  in  the 
"  Sunderbunds  were  magnificent ;  we  pafled 
**  within  two  yards  of  a  fine  tiger,  who  gazed 
•*  on  us  with  indifference ;  but  we  took  care 
"  for  feveral  reafons  to  avoid  the  narrow 
*' pafles  at  night.  As  we  approached  Cal- 
"  c\itta,  we  perceived  the  difference  of  climate, 
**  and  thought  of  Bhagilpoor  with  pleafurc 
''  and  regret. 

"  I  find  Calcutta  greatly  changed  ;  the  lofs 

"  by  the  natives  from  a  word  signifying  snow,  as  equal  in 
"  elevation  to  any  in  the  old  hemisphere ;  and  an  obser- 
"  vatign  of  Mr.  Saunders  at  Perneia,  added  to  a  remark 
"  of  Mr.  Smith  on  the  appearance  of  Clmmalury  from 
•'  Moreng,  gives  abundant  reason  to  think,  that  we  saw 
"  from  Bhagilpoor,  the  highest  mountains  in  the  world, 
"  without  excepting  the  Andes," 
*  Charles  Chapman,  Esq. 
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**  of  Mr.  Haftings  and  Shore  *,  I  feel  very 
*'  fenfibly,  and  cannot  but  fear  that  the  plea- 
*'  fure,  which  I  derive  from  other  friendfhips 
**  formed  in  India,  will  be  followed  by  the 
*'  pain  of  lofing  my  friends  next  feafon. 
"  This  was  a  great  evil  at  the  univerfity, 
"  and  abates  not  a  little  the  happiness  I  ex- 
*'  pefted  in  this  country. 

"  Will  you  have  the  goodnefs  to  alk 
"  Mahefa  pundit,  whether  the  univerfity  of 
*'  Tyrhoot  is  ftill  fupported,  and  confers 
•*  degrees  in  Hindu  law  ?  One  of  our  pundits 
"  is  dead,  and  we  have  thoughts  of  requefting 
*'  recommendations  from  the  univerlities  of 
"  Hinduftan,  particularly  from  Benares,  and 
*'  Tyrhoot,  if  it  exifts ;  fo  that  the  new  pun- 
"  die  may  be  univerfally  approved,  and  the 
"  Hindus  may  be  convinced,  that  we  decide 
"  on  their  law  from  the  beft  information  we 
*'  can  procure  f," 

-     *  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.  and  Mr.  Shore  embarked  in 
February  1785,  for  England. 

f  The  pundits  are  the  expounders  of  the  Hindti  law  } 
jn  which  capacity,  two  constantly  attended  the  supreme 
court  of  judicature,  at  Fortwilliam. 

XjjTe-V.II.  E 
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♦'  I  am  juft  returned,"  (thus  he  w^tes  to 
another  correfpondent,  Dr.  P.  Ruffel,  March  2, 
1785,)  "  as  it  were  from  the  brink  of  an- 
"  other  world,  having  been  abfent  near  feven 
"  months,  and«duced  to  a  Skeleton  by  fevers 
"  of  every  denomination,  with  an  obftinate 
"  bilious,  flux  at  their  heels.  My  health  is 
"  tolerably  reftored  by  a  long  ramble  through 
"  South  Behar,  and  the  diftrid:  of  Benares,  of 
"  which  if  I  were  to  write  an  account,  I  muft 
"  fill  a  volume." 

They  who  have  pfirufed  the  defcription  of 
Joanna,  by  Sir  William  Jones,  will  regret  that 
this  volume  was  never  written.  The  objefts 
prefented  to  his  infpeilion  during  his  journey, 
afforded  ample  fcope  for  his  obfervation, 
which  was  equally  qualified  to  explore  the 
beauties  of  nature,  the  works  of  art,  the  dif- 
criminations  of  charader,  and  the  produdiohs 
of  learning  and  fcience.  Many  of  the  re- 
marks and  reflexions  which  he  made  in  this 
tour,  are  transfufed  through  his  various  com- 
pofitions,  two  of  which  were  adlually  written, 
during  the  courfe  of  his  journey. 
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The  elegant  little  tale  in  verfe,  tinder  the 
title  of  The  Enchanted  Fruity  or  Hindu  Wife, 
^as  compofed  during  his  refidence  in  Beyhar, 
and  affords  a  proof  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  en- 
(juiries,  as  well  as  of  his  fkill  in  the  happy 
Application  of  the  intelligence  obtained  by 
them. 

The  other  production  was  a  Treatife  on  the 
Gods  of  Greece,  Italy,  and  India,  which  he 
afterwards  revifed,  and  prefented  to  the.fo^ 
ciety.  The  defign  of  this  eflay  was  to  point 
out  a  referflblanCe,  tod  ftrong  to  have  been 
iaccidental,  between  the  popular  worfhip  of 
the  old  Greeks  and  Italians,  and  that  of  tlie 
Hindus,  ind  between  their  ftrange  religion 
and  that  of  Egypt,  China,  Perfia,  Phrygia, 
Phoenicia,  aftd  Syria,  and  even  remoter  na- 
tions. The  proof  of  fuch  refemblance,  if  ^ 
"fetlsfadorily  eftablifhed,  would,  as  he  remarks, 
atithorize  an  inference  of  a  general  union  and 
affinity  between  the  moft  diftinguiflied  in- 
habitants of  the  primitive  world,  at  the  time 
"when  they  deviated,  as  they  did  too  early  de^^ 
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vlate,  from  the  rational  adoration  of  the  brilf 
true  God. 

To  this  journey,  under  Providence,  he 
was  in  all  probability  Indebted  for  the  pre- 
fervatlon  of  his  life,  which  without  It  might 
have  fallen  a  facrlfice  to  the  accumulation  of 
dlfeafe  :  after  his  arrival  In  Calcutta,  his  heakh 
was  almoft  completely  reljored. 

He  now  refumed  his  fundtlons  in  the  fu- 
preme  court  of  judicature,  and  renewed  the 
meetings  of  the  foclety,  which  had  .been  in- 
terrupted by  his  abfence.  In  his  fecond  an- 
nlverfary  dlfcourfe,  which  was  delivered  la 
February  1 785,  [he  notices  with  pleafure  ancj 
furprize  the  fuccefsful  progrefs  of  the  inftitui- 
tlon,  and  the  variety  of  fubjefls  which  had 
been  difcuffed  by  the  members  of  it :  and  as 
in  his  firft  addrefs,  he  had  confined  hlmfelf 
to  the  exhibition  of  a  diftant  profped  only 
of  the  vaft  career  on  which  the  foclety  was 
entering  ;  in  the  fecond,  he  delineates  a  flight 
but  mafterly  fketch  of  the  various  dlfcoverles 
in  hiftory,  fcicnce,  and  art,  which  might  jiiftlj 
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be  expeded  to  refult  from  its  refearches  into 
the  literature  of  Afia.  He  mentions  his  fa- 
tisfaftion  at  having  had  an  opportunity  of 
vifiting  two  ancient  feats  of  Hindu  religion 
and  literature,  and  notices  the  impediments 
oppofed  by  illnefs  to  the  profecution  of  his 
propofed  enquiries,  and  the  neceffity  of  leaving 
them,  as  ^neas  is  feigned  to  have  left  the 
fhades,  when  his  guide  made  him  recoUedt 
t&e  fwift  flight  of  irrevocable  time,  with  a 
curiofity  raifed  to  the  height,  and  a  regret 
not  eafy  to  be  defcribed. 

I  now  return  to  the  correfpondence  of  Sir 
William  Jones,  which  in  this  year,  confifts 
of  few  letters,  and  thofe  chiefly  addrefTed  to 
*John  Macpherfon,  Efq.  who,  in  February 
1785,  fucceeded  to  the  ftation  of  Governor- 
General  of  India,  on  the '  departure  of  Mr. 
Haftings.  If,  in  thefe  letters,  Sir  William 
adverts  to  topics  not  familiar  to  his  readeirs, 
they  are  fuch  as  naturally  arife  out  of  his  fi- 
tuation  and  connections.  Removed  at  a  dif- 
tance  of  a  quarter  of  the  circumference  of  the 
*  The  present  Sir  John  Macpherson,  Batrt. 
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globe  from^the  feene  of  politics,  in  which  he 
had  taken  a  deep  intereft,  his  attention  is 
transferred  to  new  obje^s  and  new  duties. 
The  fentiments  which  flow  from  his  pen^  in 
the  confidential  intereourfe  of  friendlhip,  dif- 
play  his  mind  more  clearly  than  any  narra-- 
tive  ;  and  they  are  often  fuch  ^s  could  not  be 
omitted  without  injury  to  his  charadier. 
Some  paflages  in  the  letters,  which,  as  lefs 
generally  interefting,  could  be  fupprefTed 
without  this  effedt,  have  not  beeri  tranfcribed. 

Sir  WILLIAM  JONES  to  J.  MACPHER- 
SON,  Efcj. 

March  12,  1785. 
I  always  thought  before  I  left  Eng^ 
land,  that  a  regard  for  the  public  good  re- 
quired the  moft  cordial  union  between  the 
executive  and  judicial  powers  in  this  country; 
and  _I  lamented  the  mifchief  occafioned  by 
former  divifions.  Since  I  have  no  view  of 
happinefs  on  this  fide  of  the  grave,  but  in  a 
faithful  difcharge  of  my  duty,  I  Ihall  fpare  no 
pains  to  preferve  that  cordiality  which  fub- 
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fifts,  I  truft,  and  will  fubfift,  between  the  go- 
vernment arid  the  judges! 
,    Lord  Bacon,  if  I  remenaber  right,  advifes 
every  ftatefman  to  relieve  his  mind  from  the 
fatigues  of  bufmefs  by  a  poem,  or  a  profpeift, 
or  any  thing  that  raifes  agreeable  images ;  now 
as  your  own  gardens  afford  you  the  firieft 
profpedls,  and  I  fhould  only  offer  you  a  view 
of  paddy  fields*,  I  fend  you  for  your  amufc- 
ment,  what  has  amufcd  me  in  the  compof^ion, 
a  poem "{"  on  the  old  philofophy  and  religion 
of  this  country,  and  you  may  depend  on  its 
crthodoxy.     The  time  approaches  when    I 
fnufl:  leave, thefe  recreations,  and  return  to  my 
defk  in  court,  where  however  a  knowledge  of 
the  Hindu  manners  and  "prejudices  may  not 
be  ufelefs. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  J\  Macpherfqn^  Efq. 

May  17,  n'85, 

I  have  fo  many  things,  my  dear 

Sir,  to  thank  you  for,  th\t  I  fcarce  know  where 

*   Rice  fields. 

f  The  Kncha'p-ted  Fruit ;_  or,  Hindu  Wife.    Works, 
vol.  xiii.  p.  21i . 
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to  begin.     To  follow  the  order  of  time,  I 
muft  in  the  firft  place  give  you  my  hearty 
thanks  for  your  kind  and  pleafing  letter  of  lall 
week,  which  fliews  that  your  mind  can  grafp 
the  whole  field  of  literature  and  criticifm,  as 
well  as  that  of  politics,  and  that  in  the  man- 
lier of  ancient  rulers  in  Afia,  particularly  Ci- 
cero, the  governor  of  Cilicia,  you  unite  the 
character  of  the  ftatefman  and  the  fcholar. 
Next  for  the  news,  which  has  on  the  whole 
given  me  pleafure,  and  in  particular,  what 
both  pleafes  and  furprifes  me,  that  Lord  Cam- 
den has  accepted  the  poll  of  prefident  of  the 
council.     You  know  the   opinion  which  I- 
early  formed  of  Pitt ;  and  that  opinion  will 
be  raifed  ftill  higher,  if  he  has  fhewh  himfelf 
(not  merely  indifferent,  but)  anxious  that  the 
reins  of  this  government  maiy  long  continue 
in  the  hands  which   now  hold   them,    and 
which,  though  mortals,  as  Addifon  fays,  can- 
not command  fuccefs,  will  certainly  deferve 
it.     I  anxitjuHy  wifh,  for  the  fake  of  the  pub- 
lic, that  not  only  the  operations  of  the  law, 
but  the  cordial  afTent  of  thofe  on  whom  it 
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depends,  have  already  fecured  your  feat,  as 
long  as  it  may  be  confiftent  witH  your  hap- 
pinefs  to  fill  it. — 

t!&  tIf  TJP  ^6*  'fr  aP 

I  will  not  fail  to  talk  with  Mr.  Chambers 
on  the  college,  and  beg  you  to  affure  yoiirfel^ 
that  I  fhall  ever  be  happy  in  my  fphere  to 
give  my  humble  affiftance  whenever  you  may 
require  it. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  y.  Macpherfon,  Efq. 

May  22,  1785. 
It  was  my  intention  to  prefent 
to  you  in  the  author's  name,  the  books  which 
I  now  fend.  The  poet  Zainudeen  was  re- 
commended to  me  foon  after  I  came  to  India, 
as  a  worthy  ingenious  old  man.  I  inclofe 
his  verfes  to  you,  with  a  hafty  tranflation* 

*  This  translation,  as  a  specimen  of  the  taste  and  adu-  ^ 
latory  style  of  modern  Persian  poets,  is  inserted  for  the 
reader's  entertainment. 

Macpherson  exalted  as  the  sky,  prosperous  in  thy  un- 
dertakings^ who  like  the  sun  receivest  even  atoms  in  thy 
beams!  Thou  art  the  just  one  of  this  agej  and  in  thy 
jiame,  tha,t  of  Nushirovan  revives.     With  the  aid  of 
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en  the  back  of  the  paper,  of  the  beft  couplets. 

The  fmaller  volume  contains  part  of  the  epic 

Jesus  (blessed  be  liis^ame !)  the  government  acquires  its 
stability  from  thy  mind.  I  have  composed  a  poem  in 
words  of  truth,  beginning  with  a  panegyric  on  the  com- 
pany. It  contains  a  recital'  of  the  wars  of  the  English, 
described  with  an  animated  pen.  By  the  command  of 
Hastings,  entitled  to  reverepce,  I  began  a  book  on  the 
victory  of  Beimres;  but  before  the  completion  of  my  task, 
that  honourable  man  returned  to  his  country.  In  thy 
government  has  my  work  been  completed,  and  with  thy 
name  have  I  adorned  its  opening,  in  hope  that  thou  wilt 
send  me  fresh  materials,  to  decorate  with  golden  verses 
the  cheeks  of  my  book.  If  I  compose  a  Shahnameh,  on 
the  glorious  name  of  the  King  of  England,  the  book  will 
'fly  over  Iran  ahd  Turan,  and  the  deeds  of  thy  nation  will 
blaze  like  the  sun  ;  if  I  sing  the  achievements  of  the  Eng- 
lish, the  name  of  Parveiz  willbe  no  more  mentioned.  If 
I  open  a  chapter  of  their  conquests,  Afrasiab  will  tremble 
mnder  the  earth ;  the  rapid  motion  of  my  dark  reed  will 
make  Rustem  halt  and  droop.  Hear  my  strains  with  dis- 
cernment, and  my  pen  shall  soar  with  the  wings  of  a 
falcon.  Favour  me,  as  Sultan  Mahmoud  shewed  kind- 
ness to  Ferdosi,  that  we  may  be  a  pair  of  tuneful  nightih- 
gnles. 

The  actions  of  all  nations  are  commemorated,  let  those 
of  the  English  be  celebrated  under  thy  auspices.  May 
thy  orders  be  resistless  as  the  sea ;  the  head  of  the  con- 
tumacious be  in  thy  power,  and  the  seal  of  government 
bear  thy  name ! 

On  the  names  mentioned  in  this  translation,  it  may  be 
suiEcient  to  observe  that  Ferdosi  is  the  Homer  of  Persia, 
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poems  which  is  written  with  enthufiafm;  and 
th^  other  volume  is  filled  with  odes  and  ele- 
gies, all  in  the  old  man's  writing.  He  is 
married  to  immortal  verfe^  an€  his  higheft  am- 
bition is  to  be  an  atom  in  one  of  your  funbeams.    ' 

Sir  William  Jones  to  J.  Macpherfon,  Efq. 

May,  17  85. 
The  ornament  of  the  faith  (for 
that  is  the  bard's  .name)  Zainudeen  will  wait 
upon  you  on  Wednefday ;  his  ftyle  of  com- 
pliments is  moderate  in  comparifon  of  moll 
Oriental  compofitions;  other  poets  of  this 
country  would  have  entreated  you  not  to  ride 
on  horfeback,  left  you  ihould  caufe  an  earth- 
quake in  India  when  you  mounted.  This 
was  adually  faid  to  a  prince  at  Delhi,  who 
pleafantly  bade  the  po^t  comfort  himfelf,  and  -^ 
aflured  him,  that  he  would  ever  after  go  in  a 
palanquin. 

who  composed  an  heroic  poem  under  the  title  of  Shah- 
nameh ;  that  the  name  of  Nushirovan,  is  proverbial  for 
justice;  that  Iran  andTuran  are  Persia  and  Tartary;  aijd 
that  the  other  persons  introduced  were  kings  or  heroes 
of  those  countries. 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  J.  Macpherfon,  Efq. 

May  26,  1785. 
The  regulation  which  you  made 
concerning  the  Madrifla  *  is  fo  falutary,  that 
few  things  would  grieve  me  more  than  to  fee 
it  fruftrated.  Your  predeceffor  has  often  men- 
tioned to  me,  the  high  opiiiion  which  he  had 
formed  of  the  reilor,  but  (I  know  not  for 
what  reafon)  he  is  very  unpopular.  Perhaps 
it  is  only  fad:ion,  too  common  in  moft  col- 

*  The  passages  in  these  letters  relating  to  the  Madrissa 
or  coUege,  as  an  establishment 'of  national  importance,, 
merits  a  more  particular  explanation.  Mr.  Hastings, 
whilst  he  held  the  office  of  governor-general,  with  a  view 
to  promote  the  knowledge  of  Mohammedan  law,  as  essen- 
tial to  the  due  administration  of  justice  to  the  natives  of 
India,  had  established  a  college  at  Calcutta,  in  which  na- 
tive students  were  admitted  and  taught  at  the  public  ex- 
pence.  This  institution  was  dictated  by  a  wise  policy;  it 
was  calculated  to  conciliate  4he  affections  of  the  Mussul- 
mans, and  to  ensure  a  succession  of  men  properly  qualified 
by  education  to  expound  the  law  of  the  Koran,  and  to 
fill  the  important  offices  of  magistrates  in  the  courts  of 
justice. .  The  president  of  this  college  had  been  selected 
with  every  attention  to  his  character  and  ability;  but 
some  representations  having  been  made  to  his  disad-, 
vantage,  the  succeeding  governor-general,  J.  Macphprson, 
Esq.  consulted  Sir  Williaip  Jones,  on  the  regulations 
proper  f-o  be  established  for  promoting  the  laudable  ob"> 
j^cts  *A  the  institution,  and  controlling  its  conduct* 
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leges  at  ouruniverfities,  of  theftudents  againft 
the  head. 

It  is  a  remark  of  Johnfon's*,  that  as  fpi* 

ders   would   make  filk,  if  they  could  agree 

together,  fo  men  of  letters  would  be  ufeful  to 

the  public,  if  they  were  not  perpetually  at 

variance.    ,  Befides  my  approbation  as  a  good 

vitizen  of  your  regulations,  I  have  a  particular 

intereft;  in  the  conduit  of  Mujduddeen,  who 

is  Maulavy.f  of  the  court,  and  as  fuch  ought 

to  be  omni  exgeptione  major,     I  believe  from 

my  converfation  with  him,  that  he  is  not  a 

man  of. deep  learning;  but  his  manners  are 

not   unpleafing.     The  propofai   which  you 

make,  cannot  but  produce  good  efFefts;  but  I 

hardly  "know  Jlny   member   of-  our  foclety 

who   aafwers   your  defcription  for  a  vifitor 

under  your  dirediions,  except  Mr.  Chambets, 

'  and   his   report   might  be  depended  on.     I 

wiU,  if  you  pleafe,  propofe  it  on  Thurfday-, 

.  The  ftudents  brought  a  complaint  before  me 

Jaft  t6rm,  which  I  difmifled  as  not  being  with- 

*  Originally  Reaumur's. 

f  Expounder  of  thie  Mohamme.!an  law:. 
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In  my  cognizance,  that  their  allowances  were 
taken  by  the  head,  who  left  them  without 
fubfiftence ;  but  whether  this  be  true  or  fa'lfe, 
it  will  not  be  amifs  for  the  Maulavy  to  know, 
that  he  is  fubje<3:  to  vifitation  from  time 
to  time. 

If  the  beft  intentions  can  enfure  fafety, 
ybu  have  nothing  to  apprehend  ;  But,  alas  f 
my  friend,  if  ybu  can  ht  fafe  only  in  fixed 
unanimous  opinions  oi  jtatute  law,  you  can 
feldom,  I  fear,  a£t  with  perfect  confidence. 
Such  is  the  imperfection  of  human  language, 
that  few  written  laws  are  free  from  ambi- 
guity; and  it  rarely  happens  that  many  minds 
are  united  in  the  fame  interpretation  of  them. 

A  ftatefman  told  Lord  Coke,  that  he  meant 
to  confult  him  on  a  point  of  law.  "  If  it  be 
"  common  law,"  faid  Coke,  "  I  fhould  be 
"  afhamed  if  I  could  not  give  you  a  ready 
"  anfwer ;  but  if  it  be  ftatute-law,  I  fhould 
*•  be  equally  afhamed  if  I  anfwered  you  im- 
"  mediately." 

I  will  here  only  fet  down  a  few  rules'  of 
interpretation  which  the  wifdom  of  ages  kas 
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eftablUhed,  wJxere  tUe  feiifq  of  the  words  h  at 
all  ambiguous- 

1 .  The  intention  of  ,th^  writer  muft  be 
fought^  and  prevail  over  the  literal  fenfe  of 
terms  ;  but  penal  laws:  muft  be  ftri(flly  ex- 
pounded againft  offenders,  and  liberally  againft 
the  offence. 

2.  All  claufes,  preceding  or  fubfequenf, 
muft  be  taken  together  to  explain  a.nj  one 
doubtful  claufe. 

3.  Wh,en  a  cafe  is  expreffed  to  remove 
any  doubt,  whether  it  was  included  or  not, 
the  extent  of  the  claufe,  with  regard  to  cafes 
not  fo  expreffed,  is  by  no  means  reftrainefl. 

4.  The  conclufion  of  a  phrafe  is  not  con- 
fined to  the  words  immediaie/y'l^receding,  but 
ufually  extended  to  the  whole  antecedent 
phrafe. 

Thefe  are  copious  maxims,  §jid,  with  half 
a  dozen  more,  are  the  ftars  by  which  we 
fteer  in  the  conftrudtion  of  all  public  and 
private  Aivritings. 
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Sir  William  yones  to  y.  Macpherfon,  Efq. 

Court  House,  July* 
We  jhave  juft  convidied  a  low  Hin- 
du of  a  foul  confpiracy,  which  would  have 
ended  in  perjury,  and  (as  his  own  law-giver 
feys)  in  every  caufe  of  damnation.  If  richer 
men  were  of  the  plot,  I  hope-  our  court  wil! 
efcape  the  reproach  of  the  fatirift,  that  "  laws 
**  referable  cobwebs,  which  catch  flies  and  let 

the  wafps  break  through." 
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Sir  William  yones  to  y,  Macpherforty  Efq. 

August  14,  1785. 

I  give  you  my  hearty  thanks^ 

my  dear  Sir,  for  the  hiftory  of  the  Roman 

Republic,  which  I  read  with  particular  plea- 

fure. 

Looking  over  my  fhelves  the  other  day,  \ 
laid  my  hand  on  the  annexed  little  book 
afcribed  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh;  it  is,  lika 
moft  pofthumous  v^orks,  incorreiS,  but  con- 
tains, with  fome  rubbifh,  a  number  of  wife 
aphorifms  and  pertinent  examples  ;  it  is  rather 
the  common-place  book  of  fome  flatefman. 
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than  a  Well  digefted  treatife,  but  it  has  amufed 
me  oa  a  fecond  reading,  and  I  hope  it  will 

amufe  a  few  of  your  leifure  moments. 

*       *       *       *       *       * 

The  fociety  of  Sir  William  Jones  was  too 
attradtive,  to  allow  him  to  employ  his  leifure 
hours  in  thofe  ftudies,  which  he  fo  eagerly 
defired  to  cultivate,  and  although  no  man 
was  more  happy  in  the  converf^tion  of  his 
/  /friends,  he  foon  found,  that  the  unreftrained 
enjoyment  of  this  gratification  was  incom- 
patible with  his  attention  to  literary  purfuits. 
He  determined  therefore  to  feek  fome  retire- 
ment, at  no  great  diftance  from  Calcutta, 
where  he  might  have  the  benefit  of  air  and 
exercife,  and  profecute  his  ftudies  without 
interruption,  during  the  vacations  of  the  fu- 
f>reme  court.  For  this  purpofe,  he  made 
choice  of  a  refidence  at  Crifhhagur,  which 
had  a  particular  attraction  for  hini,^  from  its 
vicinity  to  a  I^du  college,  and  from  this 
fpot  he  writes  to  his  friends. 


Ufe—V.  11. 
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.  Sir  WiUiam  Jones  to  Dr.  Patrick  Rujfel. 

Sept.  §,  1785/ 
Your  two  kind  letters  found  me 
overwhelmed,  with  the  bufinefs  df  a  fevere 
feflions  and  term,  which  lafted  two  months, 
and  fatigued  me  fo  much,  that  I  was  forced 
to  haften  from  Calcutta  as  fail  as  winds  and  oars 
could  carry  me.  I  am  now  at  the  ancient  uni- 
verfity  of  Nadeya,  where  I  hope  to  learn  the 
rudiments  of  that  venerable  and  interefting 
language  which  was  once  vernacular  in  all 
India,  and  in  both  the.peiilnfulas  with  their 
iflands.  Your  purfuits  muft  be  delightful, 
and  I  fhall  be  impatient  to  fee  the  fruit  of 
your  learned  labours.  Our  fociety  goes  on 
llowly ;  and  hot-bed  fruits  are  not  fo  good  to 

my  tafte  as  thofe  which  ripen  naturally* 

****** 

Dr.  Koenig's  lofs  will  be  feverely  felt ;  he 
was  a  valuable  man,  with  as  much  fimpiicity 
as  nature  herfelf,  whofe  works  he  ftudied. 
Do  you  know  when  his  books  are  to  be  dif- 
pofed  of?  I  fhould  wifh  to  purchafe  his 
Linnaeus. 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  Qhmies  Chapman^  Efq. 

I  -Sfep/.  28,  nss. 

I  am  proceeding  flowly,  but 
Curcly,  in  this  retired  place,  in  the  ftudy  of 
Sanferit ;  for  I  can  no  longer  ^bear  to  be  at 
the  mercy  of  our  pundits,  who  deal  out  Hin- 
du law  as  they  pleafe,  and  make  it  at  reafon- 
able  rates,  when  they  cannot  find  it  ready 
made.  I  annex  the  form  adopted  by  us  for 
the  oaths  of  Muflulmans;  you  will  in  your 
difcretion  adopt  or  rejedt  it,  and  if  you  can 
colleiSt  from  Mahefa  pundit,  who  feemed  a 
worthy  honeft  man,  how  Hindu  witneffes 
ought  to  be  examined,  and  whether  the  Bra- 
mins  can  give  abfolution  (I  think-  they  call  it 
pryarchitt)  for  perjury,  and  in  what  cafe,  ypu 
will  greatly  oblige  me,  and  contribute  to  the 

advancement  of  juftice. 

^       *       ^       jjf       ^       « 

The  conclufion  of  this  letter  expreffes  a 
Dentiment,  which,  as  a  judge  in  Bengal,  and 
friend  of  human  nature,  he  always  confidered 
an  objed:  of  the  firil  importance. 

The  period  of  his  refidence  at  his  country 

F  2 
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cottage,  was  neceflarily  limited  by  the  duty 
of  attending  the  fupreme  court :  on  his  return 
to  Calcutta,  in  Odober,  he  writes  to  John 
Macpherfon,  Efq.  "  Lady  Jones,  and  myfelf, 
"  received  much  benefit  from  the  dry  foil  and 
"  pure  air  of  Crifhnagur ;  how  long  my  health 
*'•  will  continue  in  this  town,  with  conftant 
"  attendance  in  court  every  morning,  and  the 
"  irkfome  bufinefs  of  juftice  of  peace  in  the 
"  afternoon,  I  cannot  forefee.  If  temperance 
"  and  compofure  of  mind  will  avail,  I  fhall 
"  be  well;  but  I  would  rather  be  a  valetudi- 
*'  narian,  all  my  life,  than  leave  unexplored 
*'  the  Sanfcrit  mine  which  I  have  juft  opened. 

"  I  have  brought  with  me  the  father  of 
"  the  univerfity  of  Nadya,  who,  though  not 
"  a  Brahmin,  has  taught  grammar  and  ethics 
"  to  the  moft  learned  Brahmins,  and  has  no 
"  prieftly  pride,  with  which  his  pupils  in 
"  general  abound." 

In  the  year  1785,  a  periodical  work  was 
undertaken  at  Calcutta,  under  the  title  of  the 
Afiatick  Mifcellany,  which  has  been  ignorant- 
ly  afcribed  to  the  Afiatick  Society,  with  whofe 
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refearches  it  had  no  connexion.  The  title  of 
the  work  indicates  the  nature  of  its .  contents, 
which  confifted  chiefly  of  extracts  from  books 
publilhed  in  Europe,  relating  to^  India,  of 
trariflations  from  Oriental  Authors,  and  of 
poems  and  eflays.  The  editor  was  occafion- 
ally  affifted  by  the  literary  talents  of  gentle- 
men in  India,  and  we  find  in  the  two  firfl 
volumes,  which  were  publifhed  in  the  years 
1785  and  86,  the  following  compdfitions  of 
Sir  William  Jones,  who  never  negleded  any 
opportunity  of  contributing  to  the  advance- 
ment of  Oriental  literature :  the  tale  of  the 
Enchanted  Fruit,  which  has  already  been 
mentioned,  fix  hymns  *  addrefled  to  as  many 
Hindu  deities,  a  literal  tranflation  of  twenty 

*  In  his  hymn  to  Surya,  or  the  San,  Sir  William  Jones 
alludes  to  himself  in  the  following  beautiful  lines : 
And,  if  they  ask  what  mortal  pours  the  strain? 
Say  (for  thou  seest. earth,  air,  and  main), 
Say,  "  From  the  bosom  of  yon  silver  isle, 
Where  skies  more  softly  smile, 
He  came;  and  lisping  our  celestial  tongue. 
Though  not  from  Brahma  sprung. 
Draws  orient  knowledge,  from  its  fountains  pure,  i 

fhroiigh  caves  obstructed  long,    and  paths  too  longj 
obscure." 
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tales  and  fables  of  Nizami,  exprefsly  intended 
to  afTift  the  ftudents  of  the  Perfian  language^ 
befides  other  fmaller  pieces,  from  which  I 
quote  with  pleafure,  the  following  beautiful 
tetraftick,  which  is  a  literal  tranflation  from 
the  Perfian : 

On  parent  knees,  a  naked,  new-born  child. 
Weeping  thou  sat'st,  while  all  around  thee  smil'd: 
So  live,  that,  sinking  in  thy  last  long  sleep. 
Calm  thou  may'st^mile,  when  all  around  thee  weep. 

The  hymns,  which  are  original  compo-^ 
fitiorsr,  are  defcriptive  of  the  Hindu  deities, 
to  whc^m  they  were  addrefled,  and  a  fhort 
introductory  explanation  accompanies  each. 
The  mythological  allufions  and  Sanfcrit 
names,  with  which  they  abound,  are  not 
fufficiently  familiar  to  the  Englifh  reader, 
to  enable  him  to  derive  that  pleafure  from 
them,  which  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  manners  and  mythology  of  the  Hindus 
feel  in  the  peruial  of  thefe  hymns;  but 
whilft  they  mark  the  tafte  and  genius  of  the 
author,  they  fupply  a  fuftd  of  information, 
equally  novel  and  curious.     We  contemplate 
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with  delight  and  furprife  the  admirer  of  the 
Grecian  bards,  and  the  pupil  of  the  Grecian 
fages,  led  by  his  enthufiafm  from  the  banks 
of  the  Ilyffus"  to  the  ftreams  of  the  Ganges, 
celebrating,  in  ftrains  not  unworthy  of  Pindar, 
the  fabulous  divinities  of  India,  and  exploring 
the  fources  of  the  Egyptian  and  Perfian  theo- 
logy, and  of  the  tenets  of  the  Ionic  and  Italic 
fchools  of  philofophy.     Thefe  compofitions 
were  the   elegant   amufements  of  hours   of 
leifure  and  relaxation,  which  he  never  fufFer- 
ed  to  interfere  with  his  public  duties.     They 
prove    the   verfatility   of    thofe    intellectual 
powers,  which  could  immediately  turn  from 
the  inveftigation  of  legal  caufes  or  the  folution 
of  abftrufe  mathematical  problems,  to  explain 
and  adorn  the  mythological  fictions  of  the 
Hindus,  in  odes  which  the  Bramins  would 
have  approved  and  admired.     The  variety  of 
meafures  adopted  in  the  compofitioii  of  thefe 
hynsns  is  remarkable;  each  of  the  njne*  has 
a  different  form  of  verfification,  and  if  they 
"  are  not  all  equally  harmonious,  they  are  all 
*  He  wrote  three  more  hymns  afterwards. 
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regular.     The  opening  and  conclufion  of  the 
Hymn  to  Narayon  are  very  fublime.    -.j;.*-- 

On   the   fecond    of    February    17^6,    Sir 
William  Jones  delivered   to   the  fociety  his. 
third  annual  difcourfe,   in  which  he  propofed 
to  fill  up  the  outlines  delineated  in  his  two 
former  addrefles,  and  promifed,  if  the  ftate  of 
his   health    fheuld    permit   him  to  continue 
long  enough  in  India,  to  prepare  for  the  an- . 
nual  meetings  of  the  fociety,   a  feries  of  fliort 
diflertations  unconnected  in   their  titles,  but 
all  leading  to  one  common  point  of  no  fmall 
importance,    ip    the    purfuit    of    interefting. 
truths.    He  exhibits,  in  this  difcourfe,  a  proof 
pf  the  fuccefsful  application  of  his  time   to 
the  lludy  of  Sanfcrit,    and  fpeaks  with  in- 
creafed  confidence  of  the  refult  of  his  new. 
attainments.     The   conclufion   expreflfes  ,  his 
regret,   at   the  departure  for  Europe  of  the 
very  ingenious  member  who  firft  opened  the 
mine   of  Sanfcrit   literature,    an  honourable 
tribute  to  the  merit  of  Mr.  Charles  Wilkins. 

Sir  William  had  long  propofed  making  an 
excurfion  to   Chatigan,  the  eaftern  limits  of 
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the  Britifh  dominions  in  Bengal.     Exclufive- 
ly  of  his  anxiety  to  acquire,  from  local  ob- 
fervation,  a   knowledge    of  the  ftate  of  the 
country,  and  of  the  manners  and  characters 
of  the    natives,  a   prudent   attention  to  the 
te-eftablifhment    of   his  health,   which   had 
fufFered  from   an  unremitted    application   to 
his  public  duties  as  judge  and  rhagiftrate,  as 
well  as  a  regard  for  that  of  Lady  Jones,  now 
rendered  the  journey  expedient.     In  the  be- 
ginning of  1786,  after  the  recefs  of  the  court, 
he  had  an  opportunity  of  executing  his  plan, 
and  repaired  to  CUatigan  by  fea,  in  February. 
A  fhort  time  before  his  departure,  a  dif- 
cuflion  had  taken  place  between  the  judges 
of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature,  and  the 
executive  government  of  Bengal,  refpeding 
a  refolution    adopted  by  the    latter,  altering 
the  mode  in  which  the  falaries  of  the  judges 
had  been  paid.    \They  remonftrated  againft 
the  refolution,  and  the  letter  written  by  Sir 
William  Jones  to  Sir  J.  Macpherfon  on  the 
occafion,   is  fo  ftrongly  charadterlftic  of  that 
irtdependent  fpirit  which  he  always  poffeiTed, 
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that  on  this  account  it  merits  infertion.     The 
remainder  of  his  correfpondence  of  this  year, 
as  far  as  it  is  proper  to  lay  it  before  the  pub- 
lic, follows  in  the  order  of  its  dates. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  J.  Macpherfon,  Bart. 

Pheenix  Sloop,  Feb.  3,  1786. 
MY  DEAR  SIR, 

Had  I  known  where  Captain 
Light  *  lived  in  Calcutta,  I  would  not  have 
troubled  you  with  the  annexed  letter,  but  I 
muft  requeft  you  to  forward  it  to  him.  It  is 
an  anfwer  to  an  excellent  letter  from  him, 
which  I  received  near  a  twelvemonth  ago.  I 
anxioufly  hope  he  has  completed  (what  no 
other  European  could  begin)  a  verfion  of  the 
Siaraefe  code. 

My  voyage  to  the  eaftern  coaft  will,  I  truft, 
be  very  pleafant,  and  I  hope  we  fhall  make 
our  part  good  againft  the  fcoundrel  Peguers  ; 
though  if  we  defcry  a  fleet  of  boats,  I  believe 
it  will  be  wifer  to  retreat  on  the  wings  of  the 

*  Captain  Liglit  was  appointed  superintendant  of  a  new 
settlement  at  Penang,  or^Prince  of  Wales's  Island.  He 
was  thoroughly  conversant  in  the  Malay  dialect. 
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Phoenix ;  for  I  am  not  poet  enough  to  believe, 
that  another  will  rife  from  her  afhes. 

I  lament  that  our  refpedtive  engagements 
have  prevented  our  meeting  often,  fincc  the 
end  of  the  rains ;  but  fix  or  feven  hours  in  the 
morning,  and  two  or  three  in  the  evening, 
fpent  in  unremitted  labour  for  the  laft  three 
months,  fatigued  me  £o  much  that  I  had  no 
leifure  for  fociety,  fcarcely  any  for  natural  re- 
pofe.  My  laft  adi  was  to  fign  our  letter  to 
your  board  on  the  fubjedt  of  our  falaries,  and 
I  would  have  called  upon  you  to  expoftulate 
amicably  on  the  meafure  you  had  purfued,  if 
I  had  not  wifhed  to  fpare  you  the  pain  of  de- 
fending indefenfible  fteps,  and  the  difficulty  of 
finding  reafons  to  fupport  the  moft  unreafon- 
able  condu<a.  Many  pafTag^s  in  the  letter 
were  foftened  by  my  brethren,  for  I,  who 
have  long  been  habituated  to  ancient  fimpli- 
city,  am  ever  inclined  both  to  write  and  fpeak 
as  I  think  and  feel ;  and  I  ihould  certainly 
have  afked,  if  we  had  converfed  on  this 
matter,  whether  diftreffing  and  pinching  the 
judges,  and  making  them  contemptible  in  the 
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eyes  of  the  natives,  dnd  of  their  own  fervants, 
was,  as  you  exprefled  yourfelf  laft  fummer, 
aflifting  them  with  heart  and  hand ;  or 
whether  forming  refolutions,  as  the  fub-trea- 
fijrer  wrote  md  word  three  weeks, ago  con- 
/  cerning  them,  of  which  they  were  the  laft 
men  in  the  fettlement  to  hear,  was  intended 
as  a  return  for  that  perfect  cordiality,  as  far 
as  ,  honefty  permitted,  which  I  had  afllired 
you  and  Mr.  Stables,  to  be  one  of  the  golden 
rules  which  I  had  early  refclved  to  purfue  in 
my  judicial  character. 

In  a  word,  the  meafure  is  fo  totally  in- 
defenfible,  that  it  would  have  given  me  as 
much  pain  as  yourfelf,  to  have  difcufTed  it. 
I  have  marked  the  progrefs  of  thiis  bufmefs 
from  the  morning,  when  I  received  Mr. 
M.*s  note ;  and  I  am  well  perfuaded,  that  the 
invafion  of  our  property,  was  ndt  an  idea 
conceived  or  approved  by  you,  but  forced  on 
you  by  fome  financier,  who  was  himfelf  de- 
luded by  a  conceit  of  impartiality,  not  con- 
fidering  that  the  cafes  were  by  no  means 
parallel ;  under  this  perfuafion,  I  beg  you  to 


77 
believe,  that  the  meafure  has  not  yet  made 
any  change  in  the  fincere  efteem,  with  which 
I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  faithful  humble  fervant, 

William  Tones. 

Sir  IVilliam  Jones  to  Thomas  Caldicott,  Efq. 

Chatigan,  Feb.  21,  1786. 
I  have  been  fo  loaded  with  bufi^ 
nefs,  that  I  deferred  writing  to  you,  till  it  was 
too  late  to  write  much,  and  when  the  term 
ended,  was  obliged,, for  the  fake  of  my  wife's 
health  and  my  own,  to  fpend  a  few  weeks  in 
this  Indian  Montpelier,  where  the  hillocks  are 
covered  with  pepper  vines,  and  fparkle  with 
bloflbms  of  the  coffee  tree  j  but  the  defcription 
of  the  place  would  fill  a  volume,  and  I  can 
only  write  a  fhort  letter  to  fay,  fi  vales,  bene 
eft;  valeo. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  George  Uardynge^  Efq, 

Feb.  22,  nSS. 

A  word  to  you,  no !  though  you  have  more 

of  wifdom  (et  verbum  fapienti,  &c.)  than  I 
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have,  or  wifh  to  have  of  popularity,  yet  I 
would  not  fend  you  one  word,  but  millions 
and  trillions  of  words,  if  I  were  not  obliged 
to  referve  them  for  converfation.  The  im- 
meafureable  field,  that  lies  before  me  in  the 
ftudy  of  Sanfcrit  and  of  Hindu  jurifpru- 
dence  (the  Arabic  laws  are  familiar  to  me) 
compels  me  for  the  prefent,  to  fufpend  my  in- 
tention of  correfponding  regularly  with  thofe 
I  love  *. — 

*  The  following  sonnet,  written  some  years  before  the 
date  of  Sir  (William  Jojaes's  letter,  was  addressed  by  him 
to  his  friend: 

To  G.  Haedynge,  Esq. 
Hardynge,  whom  Camden's   voice,  and  Camden's 
fame. 
To  noble  thoughts,  and  high  attempts  excite. 
Whom  thy  learn'd  sire's  well  poUsh'd  lays  invite, 
To  kindle  in  thy  breast,  Phcebean  flame. 
Oh  rise !  oh !  emulate  their  lives,  and  claim 
The  glorious  meed  of  many  a  studious  night. 
And  many  a  day  spent  in  asserting  right, 
Repressing  wrong,  and  bringing  fraud  to  shame. 
Nor  let  the  glare  of  wealth,  or  pleasure's  bow'rs 

Allure  thy  fancy.     Think  how  TuUy  shone. 
Think  how  Demosthenes  with  heav'nly  fire 
Shook  Philip's  throne,  and  lighten'd  o'er  his  tow'rs. 
What  gave  them  strength?  Not  eloquence  alone, 
But  minds  elate  above  each  low  desire. 

W.J. 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  Sir  J.  Macpher/bn,  Bart. 

Jt0'erabad,  Feb.  21,  1786. 
I  cannot  exprefs,  my  dear  Sir, 
the  pl^afure  which  I  have  juft  received  from 
that  part  of  the  Board's  Jetter  to  us,  in  which 
they  fet  us  right  in  our  mifconception  of  their 
preceding  letter. 

I  rejoice  that  we  were  miftaken,  and  have 
juft  figned  our  reply ;  it  will,  I  perfuade  my- 
felf,  reftore  the  harmony  of  our  concert, 
which,  if  worldly  affairs  have  any  analogy 
to  mufic,  will  rather  be  improved  than  fpoiled 
by  a  fliort  diffonant  interval.  Y9U,  who  are 
a  mufician,  will  feel  the  tone  of  this  meta- 
phor ;  as  to  my  harfher  notes,  quicquid  af- 
perius  di£tum  eft,  indidum  efto.  In  fa£t 
(you  could  not  know  it,  but)  I  never  had 
been  fo  pinched  in  my  life,  for  the  laft  three 
mcMitbsr  having  bought  coqapany's  bonds, 
{which  nothing  but  extreme  necelEty  could 
have  made  me  fell  at  30  per  cent,  difcount),  I 
was  unable  to  pay  my  phyfician,  or  my 
munfhis,  and  was  forced  to  borrow  (for  the 
firft  time  in  my  life)  for  my  daily  rice ;  what 
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was  worfe,  I  was  forced  to  borrow  of  a  black 
man,  and  it  was  like  touching  a  fnake  or  the 
South  American  eel;  in  fhort,  if  our  apprehen- 
fions  had  been  well  grounded,  two  of  us  had 
refolved  to  go  home  next  feafon.  But  your 
letter  difperfed  all  clouds  and  made  my  mind 
as  clear  as  the  air  of  this  fine  climate,  where 
I  expedl  to  efcape  the  heats,  and  all  the  ills 
they  produce  in  a  conftiyution  like  mine.  I 
confefs  I  wifh  you  had  accepted  our  offer,  for 
half  my  falary  is  enough  for  me,  and  I  would 
have  received  the  remainder  cheerfully  on  any 
terms>  as  I  have  hitherto  done ;  but  as  it  is, 
we  are  all  fatisfied,  and  your  offers  were  fo 
equal,  that  either  would  have  been  fatisfac- 
tory  to  me. 

You  muft  know  better  than  I  can,  ■  though 
I  am  fo  much  nearer  the  place  on  the  frontiers 
where  Major  Ellerker  is  now  encamped.  I 
can  hardly  perfuade  myfelf  that  Myun  Ga- 
chim  Fera*,  with  all  his  bravery  in  words, 
will  venture  to  pafs  the  Naf ;  the  whole  flory 

*  A  general  in  the  service  of  the  king  of  Ava,  wh.o 
appeared  on  the  frontiers  of  Chatigan,  with  an  army. 
The  Naf,  is  the  boundary  river  between  Chatigan  and 
Aracan. 
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i  scurioi^s,  and  as  I  am  on  the  fpot,  I  wifh  to 
write  it  with  all  the  gravity  of  an  hiftorian,  ef- 
pecially  as  I  can  pick  out  fomepart  of  the 
Pegu  general's  original  letter,  the  charadters 
of  which  are  little  more  than  the  nagari  let- 
ters inverted  and  rounded. 

I  now  fit  oppofite  to  the  feas,  which  wafted 
us  gently  hither  in  the  Phoenix ;  and  our 
voyage  was  well  timed,  for  had  we  ftaid 
two  days  longer,  we  fliould  have  been  in 
a  north-wefter.  A  beautiful  vale  lies  between 
the  hillock  on  which  the  houfe  is  built  and 
the  beach,  on  all  the  other  fides  are  hills  finely 
diverfified  with  groves,  the  walks  are  fcented 
with  bloflbms  of  the  champac*  and  nagafarf  ; 
and  the  plantations  of  pepper  and  coffee  are 
equally  new  and  pleafing.  My  wife,  who 
defires  her  beft  remembrance,  amufes  herfelf 
with  drawing,  and  I  with  botany.  If  (which 
I  trull  will  not  be  the  cafe)  you  fhould  be  in- 
difpofed,  this  is  the  Montpelier  which  will 
reftore  you  to  health.  '     ' 

*  Lin,  Michelia.  f  Lin.  Mesu*. 

Life—Y.  II.  G 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  Mr.  Juftice  Hyde. 

Jaffcr abaci,  Jpril30,  178G. 
I  delayed,  my  dear  Sir,  to 
anfwer  your  kind  letter  of  the  loth,  until  I 
could  give  you  an  accurate  account  of  my 
motions  towards  Calcutta.  We  fhall  not 
ftay  here  a  whole  week  longer,  but  proceed, 
as  foon  as  we  can  make  preparations  for  our 
journey,  to   the  burning  well*,  and   thence 

*  The  burning  well  Is  situated  about  twenty-two  miles 
from  Chatigan,  at  the  termination  of  a  valley  surrounded 
by  hills.     I  visited  it  in  1178,  and  from  recollection  am 
enabled  to  give  the  following  account  of  it.     The  shape 
of  the  well,  or  rather  reservoir,  is  oblong,  about  six  feet 
by  four,  and  the  depth  does  not  exceed  twelve  feet.   The 
water  which  is  always  cold  is  supplied  by  a  spring,  and  there 
is  a  conduit  for  carrying  off  the  superfluity  ;  a  part  of  the 
surface  of  the  well,  about  a  fourth,  is  covered  with  brick- 
work, which  is  ne^ly  ignited  by  the  flames,  which  flash 
without  intermission  from  the  surface  of  the  water.     It 
would  appear  that  an  inflammable  vapour  escapes  through 
the  water,  which  takes  fire  on  contact  with  the  external 
air ;  the  perpetuity  of  the  flame  is  occasioned  by  the  ig- 
nited brick-work,  as  without  this,  much  of  the  vapour 
would  escape  without  conflagration.     This-was  proved  by 
taking  away  the  covering  of  brick-work  after  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  heat,  by  throwing  upon  it  the  water  of  the 
well.     The  flames  still  continued  to  burst  fo^t]^  from  the 
surface,  byt  with  momentary  intermissions,  and  the  vapour 
was  always  immediately  kindled  by  holding  a  candle  at  a 
small  distance  from  the  surface  of  the  water.     A  piece  of 
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through  Tipera  to  Dacca:  an  old  engagement 
will  oblige  us  to  deviate  a  little  out  of  our  way 
to  Comarcaly;  and  if  the  Jelliiigy  be  naviga- 
ble, we  fhall  foon  be  in  Calcutta,  if  not,  w^e 
muft  pafs  a  fecond  time  through  the  Sundar- 
bans  ;  in  all  events,  nothing  I  think  can  hin- 
der my  being  in  court  on  the  1 5th  of  June. 
Suffer  me  now  to  thank  you,  as  I  do  moft 
heartily,  for  the  very  ufeful  information  which 
you  give  me  concerning  money  matters. 
The  ancients  faid,  (not  very  properly  of  their 
imaginary  gods)  '  carior  eft  divis  homo, 
quam  fibi :'  but  I  may  truly  fay,  '  carior  eft 
amicis,  quam  fibi,'  fpeaking  of  myfelf  and  of 
your  friendly  attentions  to  me. 


silver  placed  in  the  coflduit  for  carrying  off  the  superflu- 
ous water,  was  discoloured  in  a  few  minutes,  and  an  in- 
fusion of  tea  gave  a  dark  tinge  to  the  water. 

On  the  side  of  a  hill  distant  about  three  miles  from  the 
burning  well,  there  is  a.  spot  of  ground  of  a  few  feet  only 
in  dimensions,  from  which  flashes  of  fire  burst  on  stamp- 
ing strongly  with  this  foot.  The  appearance  of  this  spot 
resembled  that  of  earth,  on  which  a  fire  had  been 
kindled.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  it  was  hot  to  the 
touch. 


Q   2 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  Sir  J.  Macpherfon,  Bart. 

Maj^B,  1786. 
I  delayed  from'  day  to  day,  and 
from  week  to  week,  the  pleafure  of  anfwer- 
ing  your  acceptable  letter,  which  I  received,  I 
am  afraid,  fo  long  ago  as  the  middle  of  March. 
I  wifhed  to  fend  you  fomething  interefting; 
but  my  days  flowed  on  in  the  fame  equable 
and  uniform  tenor,  and  were  only  to  be  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  advances  I  made  in  my 
Perfian,  Indian,  and  botanical  purfuits.  In 
fhort,  as  it  fometimes  happens,  by  intending 
to  write  much,  I  had  written  nothing;  and^, 
was  preparing  to  give  you  fome  account  of 
my  motions  towards  the  prefidency,  when  I 
had  the  very  great  fatisfadtion  of  receiv- 
ing your  packet  full  of  matter,  full  of  pleaC- 

ing  accounts,  and  full  of  juft  obfervations. 
******* 

*  *  I  read  with  pleafure,  while  I  was  at 
'breakfaft,  Mr.  Forfler's  lively  li^ttle  tradt,  and, 
having  finifhed  my  daily  tafk  of  Perfian  read- 
ing with  a  learned  Parfi  of  Yezd,  who  accom- 
panied me  hither,  I  allot  the  reft  of  the  morn- 
ing ot  you. 
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The  approbation  given  at  home  to  your 
feafonable  exertions  here,  was  but  natural ; 
it  could  not  have  been  otherwife,  and  tl^ere- 
fore  it  gives  me  great  pleafure,  but  no  furprife. 
Be  affured  that  general  applaufe  ever  has  re- 
fulted,  and  ever  will  refult  from  good  aftions 
and  falutary  meafures,  as  certainly  as  an  echo, 
in  rocky  places,  follows  the  voice.  You  will 
readily  believe  me,  when  I  affure  you,  that  I 
have  few  things  more  at  heart  than  that  you 
may  enjoy  as  much  as  you  can  defire  of  that 
echo,  and  receive  no  pain  or  injury  from 
the  rocks  ;  for  rocks  abound,  my  friend,  in 
the  fea  of  Kfe.  ,    , , 

The  Scripture  fpeaks  of  nations  overturn- 
ing their  judges  in  Jiony  places ;  and  ambitious 
ji^dges  ought  to  be  overturned,  but  as  I  do 
not  afpire,  I  can  never  fall  from  an  eminence. 

The  ftate  of  parties  in  England,  ftill  makes 
me  rejoice,  that  I  am  not  in  Lopdon.  My 
friendlhips  would  lead  mc  naturally  to  wifli 

the  rife  of  the ■. —  while  nay  con- 

fcience,  and  my  humble  judgment  oblige  me 
to  prefer  ......     fyftem  as  far  as  I  know 
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it,  God  grant  he  may  adopt  tlie  beft  mea- 
fures  for  this  country,  and  give  thfem  effect  by 
the  beft  means,  without  difarranging  your 
meafures,  f;nee  the  wheel  of  continual  changes 
<:anntot  but  have  a  bad  efFe£t  in  the  minds  of 
the  governed — but  I  fat  down  to  write  a  letter, 
not  a  treatife. 

By  the  way,  I  have  read  a  fecond  time  here 
your  friend's  Treatife  on  the  Hiftory  of  Civil  - 
Society,  and  ani  extremely  pleafed  with  it, 
^fpecially  his   chapter  on  the  relaxation  of 
national  fpirit.  *  *  *  * 

*  *  * 

Your  communications  about  the  Lama  will 
be  truly  interefting.  I  have  read  fmce  I  left 
Calcutta  800  pages  in  quarto  concerning  the 
Mythology  and  Hiftory,  both  ci-wil  and  natu- 
ral, of  Tibet.  The  work  was  printed  with 
every  advantage  of  new  types  and  curious  en- 
gravings, at  Rome,  about  ten  years  ago,  and 
was  compiled  from  the  papers  of  an  Itdian 
father,  named  Orazie,  who  had  lived  thirty 
years  in  that  country  and  Napal,  where  he 
died.     On  ^my  return,  I  purpofe,  with  the 
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permlflion  of  the  fociety,  to  fend  a  treatlfe* 
to  the  prefs,  which  ought  to  ftand  firll  in  our 
colieftions,  as  it  will, be  a  key  to  many  other 
papers.  I  have  caufed  fix  or  feven  plates  to 
be  engraved  for  it. 

Always  excepting  my  own  imperfect  effays, 
Fmay  venture  to  foretell,  that  the  learned  in 
Europe  will  not  be  difapppinted  by  our  firfl: 
volume.  But  my  great  objedl,  at  which  .1 
have  long  been  .  labouring,  is  to  give  our 
country  a  complete  digefl:  of  Hindu  and  Muf-^ 
fulman  law.  I  have  enabled  myfelf  by  ex- 
ceffive  care  to ,  read  the  oldeft  Sanfcrit  law 
books  with  the  help  of  a  loofe  Perfian  pju-a- 
phrafe;  [and  I  have  begun  a  tranflation  of 
Menu  into  Englilh  ;  the  beft  Arabian  law- 
tract,  I  tranflated  laft  year.  What  I  can  pof- 
fibly  perform  alone,  I  will  by  God's  bleffing 
perform ;  and  I  would  write  on  the  fubjedl  to 
the  Minifter,  Chancellor,  the  Board  of  Con- 
troul,  and  the  Directors,  if  I  were  not  apprc- 
henlive  that  they  who  know  the  world,  but 

*  A   Dissertation   on   the    Orthography   of    Asiatic 
Words  in  Roman  Letters.     Works,  vol.  iii.  page  253. 

1' 
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do  not  fully  know  me,  would  think  that  I  ex- 
pected fome  advantage  either  of  fame  or  pa- 
tronage, by  purpofmgto  be  made  the  Juftinian 
of  India  ;  whereas  I  am  confeious  of  defiring 
no  advantage,  but  the  pleafure  of  doing  general 
good.  I  fhall  confequently  proceed  in  the  work 
by  my  own  ftrength,  and  will  print  my  digeft 
by  degrees  at  my  own  expenfe,  giving  copies  of 
it  where  I  know  they  will  be  ufeful.  One  point 
I  have  already  attained ;  I  made  the  pundit  of 
our  court  read  and  corredt  a  copy  of  Halhed's* 
book  in  the  original  Sanfcrit,  and  I  then  obliged 
him  to  atteft  it  as  good  law,  fo  that  he  never 
now  can  give  corrupt  opinions,  without  cer- 
tain dete£tion. 

May  your  commercial  bloffom  arrive  at 
maturity,  with  all  the  vigour  of  Indian  vege- 
tation ! 

My  foul  expands,  like  your  bloffom,  at  the 
idea  of  improved  commerce  ;  no  fubje£l  is  to 


me  more  animatmg. 


I  have  a  commercial  idea  for  you,  not  a 

*  A  translation  by  N.  B.  Halhed,  Esq.  of  the  code 
CJ  npi'.ed  by  pandits,  by  the  direction  of  Mr.  Hastings. 


bloflbiri,-  but  as  yet  a  gferm  only.  "What  if 
Perfia  fhould  now  flouri'fh !  and  what  if  the 
prefent  king,  Jaffier  Khan,  be  really  as  great  a 
man  as  reprefented !  Perfia  wants  many  manu- 
factures of  India,  and  her  king  would  be  a  va- 
luable ally.*' '  *  *  *  *  *.  .  *^»>* 
*  *  *  *  *  I  have  already 
thanked  you  for  yoiir  kind  attentions  to  Emin, 
and  I  beg  to  repeat'  them.  Many  in  Eflglahd 
will  be  equally  thankful.  He  is  a  fine  fel- 
low ;  and  if  adlive'  fef  vice  fliould  be  required, 
he  woiild  feek  nothing  fo  niuch,  as  to  be 
placed  in  the  moft  perilous  edge  of  the  battle. 

*    -  *       *       *      *      *     ■^«. 

In  this  letter  we  fee  the  unabated  ad:ivity 
of  a  vigorous  mind,  uniting  recreation  with 
improvement,  and  colle(9;ing  in  its  progrefs 
through  the  gardens  of  literature,  jhe  flowers 
of  every  foil.  A  detailed  account  of  the  daily 
ftudies  of  Sir  William  Jones  would  furprifc' 
the  moft  indefatigable,  and  it  may  not  be  im- 
pertinent to  mention  in  proof  of  this  obferva- 
tion,  that  he  found  time  during  his  fliort  re- 
fidence  at  Chatigan,  in  addition  to  the  occu- 
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pations  which  he  h-as  defcribed,  to  pej?ufe  twice 
the  heroic  poem  of  Ferdpfi,,  the  Homer  of 
Perfia,  fuppofed  to  contain  fixty  thoufand 
couplets.  Of  the  fentiments  exprefled  in  his 
correfpondence,  it  is  fufKqient  to  remark  in 
general,  that  they  do  no  lefs  honour  to  his 
heart  than  to  his  judgment.  I  cannot  but 
wifli  that  he  had  found  time  to  write  the  am- 
ple defcription  which  he  mentions. 

Few  perfons  have  paiTed  through  a  greater 
'  variety  of  hardihips,  and  perilous  adventures, 
than  the  pqrfon  mentioned  by  Sir  William 
Jones,  under  the  name  of  Emin.  Born,  at 
Hamadan,  in  Perfia,  of  Armenian  parents, 
and  expofed  during  his  infancy  to  uncommon 
difafters,  while  a  mere  youth  he  followed  his 
father  and  ruined  family  to  Calcutta.  He  had 
there  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  fuperi- 
ority  of  Europeans,  in  arms,  arts,  and  fciences, 
over  the  Afiatics,  and  the  impreilion  which 
he  received  from  it,  infpired  an  invincible  de- 
fire  in  Emin  to  acquire  the  knowledge  which 
they  poireffed.  For  this  purpofe,  he  deter- 
mined, at  all  hazards,  to  vifit  England,  and 
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after  a  long  oppofition  from  his  father,  having 
obtained  his  relu<5tant  aflent,  he  adopted  the 
only  means  left  for  the  accomplifhment  of  hi& 
putpofe,  by  working  his  -paflage  as  a  common 
failor  in  one  of  the  fhips  belonging  to  the  Eaft- 
India  Company.  After  his  arrival  in  Eng- 
land, he  loft  no  time  in  beginning  to  acquire 
the  inftru£tion  which  he  fo  anxioufly  defired, 
but  his  progrefs  was  retarded  by  the  narrow- 
nefs  of  his  circumftances,  and  -he  was  com- 
pelled to  fubmit  to  menial  occupations,  and 
laborious  employments,  to  procure  a  fubllft- 
ence.  Fortune  favoured  his  perfeverance, 
and  in  a  moment  of  defpair,  he  was  acciden- 
tally introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  Duke 
of  Northumberland,  and  afterwards  to  that 
of  many  gentlemen  of  rank  and  fortune, 
by  whofe  affiftance  his  views  were  pro- 
moted *. 

*  Previous  to  his  introduction  to  the  Duke  of  North*, 
umberland,  Emin  had  become  acquainted  with  Ed- 
mund Burke,  whom  he,  accidentally  niet  in  the, Park. 
After  some  conversation,  Mr.  Burke  invited  Emin  to  his 
apartments,  up  two  pair  of  stairs  at  the  sign  of  Pope's 
head,  at  a  bookseller's  near  the  Temple.  Emin,  ignorant 
of  the  name  of  the  gentleman,  who  had  treated  him  with 
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The  great  objed  of  Emin,  was  to  obtain 
a  knowledge  of  military  tactics,  in  the  hopes 
of  employing  it  fuceefsfully,  in  r^fcuing  the 
liberty  and  religion  of  the  country  of  his  an- 
cellors.  from  the  defpotifm  of  the  Turks  and 
Perfians.  After  ferving  with  the  Pruflian 
and  Englifh  armies  in  Germany,  he  procured 

so  much  courtesy,  begged  to  be  favoured  with  it,  and 
Mr.  Burke  politely  answered,  "  Sir,  my  name  is  Edmund 
"  Burke  at  your  service ;  I  am  a  run-away  son  from  a 
"  father  as  you  are."  He  then  presented  half-a-gulnea 
'to  Emin,  saying,. "  upon  my  honour  this  is  what  I  have 
"  at  present ;  please  to  accept  it." 

Mr.  Burke  the  next  day  visited  Emin,  and  assisted 
him  with  his  advice  as  to  the  bopks  which  he  should  read. 
He  introduced  him  to  his  relation,  Mr.  William  Burke ; 
and  for  thirty  years  Emin  acknowledges  that  he  wa?  treats 
ed  with  unceasing  kindness  by  both. 

At  the  period  of  the  commencement  of  his  acquaint- 
ance with  Mr.  Burke,  Emin  had  little  left  for  his  main- 
tenance, and  the  prospect  of  accomplishing  the  purpose  of 
his  voyage  to  England  became  daily  more  gloomy.  "  Mad 
"  not  Mr.  Burke  consoled  him  now  and  then  (to  use  the 
•'  words  of  Emin)  he  might  have  been  lost  for  ever  through 
*'  despair  ;  but  his  friend  always  advised  him  to  put  his 
"  trust  in  God,  and  he  never  missed  a  day  without  seeing 
"  Emin.  He  was  wrltrhg  books  at  the  time,  and  desired 
"  the  author  (i.  e.  Emin)  to  copy  them  ;  the  first  was  an 
"Imitation  of  the  late  Lord  Bolingbroke's  Letter;  the  se- 
"  cond.  The  Treatise  of  Sublime  and  Beautifvii."  Life 
of  Emin,  London  edition,  p.  93. 
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the  means  of  tranfporting  hiniirelf  into  the 
mountaijis  of  Armenia,  in  the  view  of  offer- 
ing his  fervices  to  Heraclius,  the  reigning 
prince  of  Georgia,  and  of  roufmg  the  religi- 
ous zeal  and  martial  fpirit  of  his  countrymen. 
He  had  there  the  mortification  to  find  his  re- 
fources  inadequate  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
enterprife,  and  he  was  compelled  to  return 
difappointed  to  England.  After  fome  time 
fpent  in  folicitatipn,  he  was '  enabled  by.  the 
afliftance  of  his  patrons  to  proceed  with  re- 
commendations to  Ruflia,  and  thence  after 
various  fatigues  and  impediments,  which  his 
fortitude  and  perfeverance  furmounted,'  he 
.  reached  Tefflis,  the  capital  of  Georgia.  After 
eight  years  of  wandering,  perils,  and  diflfqfs, 
through  the  mountains  of  that  count:ry  and' 
Armenia,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  vi- 
fionary  projed;,  and  returnied  to  his  fathpf  in 
Calcutta.  Still  anxious  for  the  accomplifh- 
metit  of  his  plans,  and  no  ways,  intimidated 
by  the  experience  of  pafl  dangers  and  difficul- 
ties, he  made  a  third  attempt  for  the ,  execu- 
tion of  them,  and  proceeded  to  Perfia.     This 
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proved  equally  unfuccefsful,  and  he  again  re- 
turned to  Calcutta.  In  Emin,  we  fee  the  fame 
man,  who  was  a  failor,  a  porter,  a  menial  fer- 
vant,  and  fubfifting  by  charity,  the  companion 
of  nobles^  and  patronifed  by  princes  and  mo- 
narchs,  ever  preferving  in  his  deepeft  diftreffes, 
a  fenfe  of  honour,  a  fpirit  of  integrity,  a  reli- 
ance upon  Providence,  and  a  firm  adherence 
to  the  principles  of  Chriftianity,  in  which  he 
had  been  educated.  During  his  refidence  in 
Calcutta,  he  publiflied  an  account  of  liis  event- 
ful life,  which  Sir  William  Jones  condefcend- 
ed  to  revife,  fo"  far  only  as  to  corred:  ortho- 
graphical errors,  but  without  any  amendment 
of  the  ftyle. 

From  Chatigan,  Sir  William  Jones  re- 
turned to  Calcutta,  and  after  the  recefs  of  the 
court,  agaih  vifited  his.retirernent  at  Chrifhna- 
nagur,  where  he  occupied  himfelf  as  ufual  In 
his  favourite  ftudies,  an  account  of  which,  as 
well  as  of  his  journey  to  the  prefidency,  I  (hall 
fupply  by  extracts  from  his  familiar  letters. 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  Mr.  Juillce  Hyde. 

Comarcaly,  June  15]  1786. 
I  find  that  in  this  country,  tra- 
vellers are  perfect  flaves  to  the  feafons  and 
elements.  It  was  my  refolution  when  I  left- 
Dacca,  to  pufh  on  as  expeditioufly  as  pofliblc 
to  Calcutta ;  but  in  our  paflage  of  eight  days 
laft  year  through  the  Tulli  creek  and  the  Artai 
river,  our  boat  was  hotter  day  and  night, 
than  I  ever  felt  a  vapour-bath  ;  till  then,  as 
much  as  I  had  reafon  to  dread  an  Indian  fun, 
I  had  not  a  complete  idea  of  it.  This  afFedied 
both  Lady  Jones  and  me  fo  much,  that  it 
would  have  been  madnefs  to  have  pafled  the 
Sundarbans  in  fuch  weather;  and  Mr.  Red- 
fearn  having  promifed  to  fend  me  word, 
when  the  Jelinga  becomes  navigable  (which 
is  ufually  about  the  middle  of  this  month)  I 
expefl:  every  day  to  receive  that  intelligence, 
after  which  I  fhall  be  in  Calcutta  in  eight  days. 
I  am  principally  vexed  at  this  delay,  becaufe 
from  your  having  taken  the  charge  when  it 
was  Sir  R.  Chambers'  turn,  I  fear  he  muft  be 
ill,  and  confequently  that  you  muft  have  a 
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great  deal  of  trouble  :  give'  my  afFedionate  re- 
membrance to  him. 

I  am,  &c. 

Sir  WilHam  Jones  to  Mifs  E.  Shipley. 

On  the  Ganges,  Sept.  7,  1 786. 
You  do  too  much  honour, 
my  dear  Madam,  to  my  compofitions ;  they 
araufe  me  in  the  few  hours  of  leifure  that 
my  bufinefs  allows,  and  if  they  amufe  my 
friends,  I  am  amply  rewarded. 

Ma  si  '1  Latino  e'i  Greco 
Parian  di  me  dope  la  mortc,  e  un  vento ; 
'    Ond'  io,  perche  pavento 

Adunar  sempre  quel  cli'un'  ora  sgombre, 
Vorrei  '1  vero  abbraciar  lassando  I'ombre. 

We  talk  of  the  year  1790,  as  the  happy 
limit  of  our  refidence  in  this  unpropitious  cli- 
mate ;  but  this  muft  be  a  family  fecret,  left 
applications  fhould  be  made  for  my  place,  and 
I  fliould  be  fhoved  out  before  my  refignation. 
God  grant  that  the  bad  ftate  of  my  Anna's 
health,  may  not  compel  her  to  leave  India 
before  me  j  I  fl:ould  remain  like  a  man  with 
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a.  dead  paify  on  one  of  his  fides }  buj:  it  were 
better  to  lofe  one  fide  for  a  time  than  both  for 
ever.  I  do  not  mean  that  fhe  has  been,  or  is 
likely  to  be,  in  danger  fvQUi  her  complaints, 
I  have  propofed  a  vifit  to  her  friend  Lady 
Campbell,  and  fhe  feeraed  to  receive  the  pro- 
pofal  with  pleafure ;  the  fea  air,  and  change 
of  fcene  at  a  proper  feafon,  may  do  more 
than  all  the  faculty  with  all  th^ir  prefcriptlons. 
As  to  politics  and  minifters,  let  me  whifpey 
another  fecret  in  your  ear : 

lo  non  credo  piu  al  nero  ch'  all'  azzurro, 
and,  as  to  coalitions,  if  the«^r^be  mixed  witlj 
the  azzurrOf  they  will  only  make  a  dirtier 
colour,  India  is  yet  fecure,  and  improveable 
beyond  imagination ;  it  Is  not  however  in  fuch 
a  ftate  of  fecUrity,but  that  wife  politicians  may, 
with  flrong  weU^timgd  exertions  and  well  ap« 
plied  addrefs,  contrive  to  lofe  it.  The  dif^ 
charge  of  m^^  duty,  and  the  fludy  of  Indian 
laws  in  th?ir  original  langua,ges  (which  is  no 
inconsiderable  part  of  my  duty)  are  an  excufe 
for  my  negledt  of  writing  letters ;  and  indeed 
I  find  by  experience,  that  I  can  take  up  n?jf 
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pen.  for  that  fiurpofe  but  once  a  year,  and  I . 
have  a  hundred  unanfwered  letters  now  lying 
before  me,  bi^t  my  Anna,  who  is  my  fecretary, 
of  ftatc,  and  firft  or  rather  sole  lady  of  the 
treafury,  has  written  volumes.  Loves  and 
tegards  to  all  who  love  and  regard  us;  as  to 
compliments,  they  are  unmeaning  things, 
and  neither  become  me  to  fend,  nor  you  to 
convey.- 

I  am. 
With  great  regard,'  dear  Madam, 
Your  faithful  and  afFedtionate  fervant, ' 

William  Jones^ 

Sir  William  Jones  to  Dr.  Batri'ck  Ruffel; 
Crishna-Tiagur,  Sept.  28,  l78S, 
Various  caufes  contribute 
to  render  me  a  bad  co'rrefpondent,  particu- 
larly the  dlfcharge  ,of  my  public  duty,  and 
the^ftudies  which  are  connedted  with  that 
duty,  fuch  as  the  Indian  and  Arabic  laws,  in 
their  feveral  difficiilt  langiiages,  one  of  which 
has  occupied  moft  of  my  leifure  for  the  Uft 
twelvemonth,  exceptiag  when  I  travelled. to 
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Iflamabad,  for  the  benefit  of  the  fea  air 
arid  verdant  hillocks,  during  the  hot  feafon. 
It  is  only  in .  fuch  a  retirement  as  the  cottage, 
where  I.  am  pafling  a  Ihort  vacation,  that  I 
can  write  to  literary  friends,  or  even  think, 
much  on  literary  fubjedsj  and  it  was  long 
after  I  left  this  folitude  laft  autumn,  that  I 
had  the  plekfure  of  receiving  .your  mod  agree- 
able letter. 

I  am  tolerably  ftroiig  in  Sanfcrit^  and  hope 
to  prove  my  ftrength  foon  by  tranJQating  a 
law  tract  of  great  intrinlic  merit,  and  eKtreraely 
curious,  which  the  Hindus  believe  to  be  al- 
moll  as  old  as  the  creation.  It  is  afcribed  tp 
Menu,  the  Minos  of  India,  and  like  him,  the 
fon'of  Jove.  My  prefent  ftudy  is  the  origi- 
nal of  ,  Bidpa's  .  fables,  called  Hitopadefa  *, 
which  is  a  charming  hook,  and  wonderfully 
ufeful  to  a  learner  of  the  language.  I  con- 
gratulate you  OH  the  completion  of  your  two 
works,  but  ie?chort  you  to  publifli  theni» 
Think  hoW;  much  fame  Koenig  loft  by  delay- 

*"Translated  by  Sir  iW^illiam  Jones,  and  published  in 
,^  hisrWor-ksj.vol.  xiii. 
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ing  his  publications.  God  knows  whether 
any  ufe  honourable  to  his  meniory  will  be 
made  of  his  manufcripts.  Think  of  Mr. 
D'Herbelot,  whofe  pofthumous  work,  like 
moft  others,  had  the  fate  of  being  incorreftly 
publifhed.  Printing  is  dear  at  Calcutta  ;  but 
if  government  would  print  your  works  (as 
they  ought)  I  could  -cheerfully  fuperinte;nd 
commas  and  colons.  I  am  delighted  with 
your  bqtanical  purfuits.  They  talk  of  a  pub- 
lic garden  on  the  b^nks  gf  the  river  near  Cal- 
cutta. How  I  wi(h  for  our  fakes,  you  could 
1}e  allured  from  the  Sircars !  I  long  to  vifit 
them,'however,  andto  view  your  coUeftions; 
though  I  muft  be  fo  honeft  as  to  own,  that 
accurate  botanical  defcriptions  give  me  more 
pleafure  than  an  herbal,  I  mean  where  the 
freih  plants  can  be  examined.  For  this  reafon 
I  have  not  begun  to  coUedt  fpecimens,  but 
defcribe  as  well  as  I  can  j  and  fqr  brevity  in 
coarfe  Latin.  Lady  Jones  aflifts  me  by  her 
accuracy  in  drawing  and  colouring. 

The  province  of  Chatigan  (vulgarly  Chi-» 
tigong)  is  a  noble  field  for  a  naturalift.     It  is 
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f&  icaiied,  I  hdieve,  from  the  chatag^  which  Is 
the  moft  bcautifjul  little  bird  I  ever  faw.   The 
hills   and   woods   abound   with    uncommon 
plants  and  animals ;  indeed  the  whole  Eaftern 
peninfula  would  be  a  new  worfd  to  a  philofc- 
pher.     1  wifh  poof  Koenig  had  left  his  papers 
to  you ;  Banks  has  too  much  of  his  own  to 
employ  him,  and  Macpherfon,  who  loved  the 
fage,  would  I  dare  fay  have  perfuaded  Lord 
Cornwallis  to  ralfe  the  beft  monument  to  his 
memory,  a  good  edition  of  his  works.    I  have 
carefully   examined  a  plant,  which   Koenig 
mentioned  to  me,  and  csS\tApentapethes  protea^ 
from  the  fmgular  variety  of  leaves  on  the 
feme  tree.     The  natives  call  it  Mafcamcband  \ 
and  one  of  its  fragrant  flefhy  blolToms,  in- 
fufed  for  a  night  in  a  glafs  of  water,  forms  a 
mucilage  of  a  very  cooling   quality.     The 
pentapethes  phoenicIa,  which  now  beautifies 
this  plain,  produces  a  fimllar  mucilage,  which 
might  anfwer  the  fame  purpofes'  as  that  of 
the  Arabian  gum,  if  not  other  and  more  im- 
portant purpofes.     But  I  mention  this  plant, 
becaufe  Koenig  told  me,  that  Linnaeus  had  in- 
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Verted  nature  in  his  defcription  of  it,  by  af- 

figning  to  it^^'^  caftrated  filaments,  to  each  of 

which    were    annexed    three    prolific     ones; 

whereas,  faid  he,   (I  am  fiire  I  did. not  mif- 

take  him)  the  flower  has  fifteen  caftrated,  and 

five  prolific;  fo  that. in  Iruth  it  would  have 

'hten  pentandrian.     Now. I  have  examined  all 

the  flowers  of  this  fpeeiea  that  I  coujd  get, 

and  I  find  the  defcription  of  Linnasus  to  be 

correal ;  but  there  is  no  accounting  for  the 

variety  of  a  protean  plant.  r  . 

Many  thanks  for  your  offer  of  Mr.  D'Han- 

^carville,  but  I  have  the  book:,  though  like  you 

I  have  not  read  it.     I  wilh  to  be  firm  in  Saa- 

fcrit,   before  I  read  fyftems  of  mythology. 

We  have  fent  the  firfl:  papers  of  our  tranf- 

:  actions  to  the  prefs,  and  fhall  go  on  as  faft  as 

Ml-.  G.'s  compofitor  will  let  us.     Farewell, 

my  dear  Sir ;  vivere,  valere,  et  philofophari 

'  cum  paucis,  is  what  I  wifli  for  you,  as  much 

^s  for  your  6cc. 


103 

'  "Sif  William  'J ones  to  William  Shipley*,  Efq. 

Qrishna-nagur,  Oct.  5, 1786. 
I  blufli,  my^iear  Sir,  in  reading  a 
fecotid  or  third  time  with  increafing  delight, 
your  excellent  letters  from  Maidftone,  when 
I  compare  the  dates  of  them  with  that  of  my 
anfwer.  Various,  however,  are  the  caufes 
which  oblige  me  to  be  an  indifferent  and  flow 
'correfpondent ;  firft,  illnefs,  which  had  con- 
fined me  three  months  to  my  couch,  where" 
your  firft  letter  found  me  on  the  great  river ; 
next,  the  difcharge  of  an  important  duty, 
which  falls  peculiarly  "heavy  on  the  Indian 
judges,  who  are  forced  to  a<ft  aSjuflices  of 
the  peace  in  a  populous  country  where  the 
police  is  deplorably  bad ;    then  the  difficult 

*  William  Shipley,  Esq.  brother  to  the  late  ^Bishop  of 
St*  Asaph,  and  now  in  his  89th  year.  He  suggested  the. 
idea  of  the  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts,  Cem- 
mercei  &c.  which  was  established  in  1753,  and  in  the 
following  year,  a  gold  medal  was  voted  to  him  by  the  so- 
ciety, with  an  inscription : 

To  William  S'hipleV, 

whose  public  spirit 

gave  Rise  to  this 

Society. 
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ftudy  of  Hindu  and  Mohanimedan  lawsj  in 
two  copious  languages,  Sanrcrit  and  Afabic, 
which  ftudies  are  infeparably  connedled  with 
my  public  duty,  and  may  tend  to  eftablifh  by 
degrees,  among  ten  millions  of  our  bladk  fub- 
jedls,  that  fecurity  of  defcendable  property, 
a  want  of  which,'  as  you  juftly  obferve,  has 
prevented  the  people  of  Afia  from  improving 
their  agriculture  and  mechanical  arts ;  lalHy, 
I  tnayadd  (though  rather  anamufement  than 
a  duty)  my  purfuit  of  general  literature,  which 
I  have  here  an  opportunity  of  doing  from 
the  fountain  head,  an  opportunity,  which  if 
Ibll,  may  never  be  recovered.  When  I  ac- 
cept therefore  with  gratitude  the  honour  of- 
fered me  by  your  young  Hercuks,  the  Maid- 
ftone  Society,  of  being  one  of  their  corref- 
ponding  members,  I  cannot  indulge  a  hope 
of  being  a  diligent  or  ufeful  correfponderit, 
unlefs  any  difcovery  fhould  b^  made  by  our 
Indian  Society,  which  I  may  think  likely  to 
be  of  ufe  in  oui*  common  country,  Youy 
Vaf iDUS  papers  I  have  d;ftribut-ed  among  thofe, 
who  feemed  the  likeTieft  to  avail  themfelvel 


©f  the  rules  and  hints  which  they  contaiia* 
The  rapidity  of  the  Ganges,  makes  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  refcue  the  unhappy^perfons 
who  are  overfet  in  boats,  efpecially  at  thf 
time  of  the  bare^^  when  fuch  accidents  moft 
ufually  happen ;  but  I  am  confident  that  the 
methods  prefcribed  in  the  little  work  whicjj 
you  fent  me,  will  often  be  falutary  even  here. 
Dr.  Johnfon's  tradj:  I  have  new  lent  to  a  me^ 
dical  friend  of  great  ability;  and  I  am  par- 
ticularly interefted  in  the  fecurity  of  our  prj- 
fons  from  infeftion,  to  which  indeed  they  are 
lefs  liable  in  this  climate,  fron^  our  praif^ioie 
of  fleeping  in  a  draught  of  air  whenever  it 
can  be  had.  Without  this  habit,  to  whieh 
I  am  now  enured,  we  {hould  never  be  free 
from  putrid  diforders.      *      *      *       *       * 

^         *         Should,  your  fociety   be  fo  gXw 
tended  as  to  admit  all  Kent,  you  will,  I  truft, 

*  The  bore,  is  an  jexpression  -appHed  to  a  peculiar  jwfeli 
in  the  Hughli  rjver,  occasipned  by  the'  rapid  influx  of  th# 
tide ,  it  breaks  in  shallow  water  along  the  shore,  and  o» 
boat  can  resist  its  violence.  The  noise  of  its  apprp?ich 
is  heard  at  a  distance  of  some  miles,  and  the  boats  tei 


lo6 

hate  aft  excellent  member  in  one  of  my  olcJeft 
eollege  friends,  Dodlor  Breton,  of  Broughtoa, 
iiear  Afhford,  who  has  left  no  path  of  feience 
or  literature  unexplored.  We  fliall  print  our 
jEfanfadiions  with  all  fpeed  confiftent  with 
accuracy ;  as  all  our  members,  including  even 
our  printer,  are  men  ofbuflnefs,  incommcrcs, 
revenue,  or  judicature,  we'  cannot  proceed 
very  rapidly,  either  in  giving  the  public  -  the 
fra£Es  we  have  already  collected,  or  in  adding 
to  our  coUettion. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  Sir  J.  Macpherfon^  Bart. 

Calcutta^.  Nov.  1 78  6 . 
The  fbciety  heard  with  pleafure, 
the  euriouS  account  of  the  Lama's  inaugur- 
ation ;  and  the  firft  flieet  of  their  tranfadtions 
is  printed.  *  *  *-  * 

*  *         *         *         *'*         *         * 

*  *  Be  aflTured,  that  I  will  ever  re- 
member the   contents  of  your  own  letter; 

avoid  it  are  rowed  into  deep  water,  where  the  agitation 
is  considerable,  but  not  dangerous.  The  bores  are  high- 
est about  the  equinoxes,  and  at  the  iniddle  periods' be- 
tween them  cease  altogether. 
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and  accept  my  thanks  for  the  pleafure  whicli 

I  have  received  from  that  of  Mr.  Adam  Fer-  ' 

gufon  to  you.     One  fentence  of  it  is  fo  wife, 

and  fo  well  exprefled,  that  I  read  it  till  I  had 

it  by  heart.     "  Juftice  to  the  ftranger,"  &c. 

I  am  correfliiig  proofs;  6f  our  Tranfadlions, 

which  wiil^  I  hope,   fatisfy  Mr.  Fergufon  as 

to  the  theology  of  the  Hindus.     By  rifing 

before  the  fun,  I  allot  an  hour  every  day  to 

Sanfcrit,  and  am  charmed  with  knowing  fo 

beautiful  a  fifter  of  Latin  and  Greek.     *     * 
*       *       «-       *       *   ,    * 

'  Magnum  vedigal  eft  parfimonia,  is  an 
aphorifm  which  I  learned  early  from  Cicero. 
Th€  puhlic,  if  they  are  grateful,  'muft  wifla 
.that  you  had  attended  as  vigilantly  to  your 
own  ve<fligal,  as  you  have  wifely  and  fuc- 
cefsfully  to  theirs. 


In  September,  Lord  Cornv,rallis  arrived  at 
Fortwilliam,  with  the  appointment  of  GoVer- 
nor-General ;  and  the  writer  of  thefe  fheets, 
who  accompani^  him  to  India,  had  the  hap- 


p\nets  of  renewirig  hk  perfonal  intirtiacy  tvltfe 
,  Sir  Wyiikiti  Jones. 

The  uhiformity  which  marked  the  re- 
maining period  of  his  allotted  exiftence*  ad- 
mits of  little  variety  of  delineation.  The 
largeft  portion  of  each  year  was  devoted  to 
his  profeffibnal  duties  and  ftudies ;  and  all 
the  time  that  could  be  faved  from  thefe  im- 
portant avocations,  was  dedicated  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  fcience  and  literature.  Some 
periods  were  chequered  by  illnefs,  the  con- 
fequence  of  intenfe  application  j  and  others 
were  embittered  by  the  frequent  and  feVere 
Indifpofition  of  the  partner  of  his  cares  and 
objedt  of  his  affedtions.  "  The  climate  of 
*'  India"  (as  he  had  already  found  occafion 
to  remark  in  a  letter  to  a  friend)  "  had  been 
"  unpropitious  to  the  delicate  conftitution  of 
•*  his  beloved  wife  ,'*  and  fo  apprehenfive 
was  he  of  the  confequences,  that  he  intended, 
"  tinlefs  fome  favourable  alteration  fhould  take- 
**  plat;e>  to  urge  her  return  to  her  native 
**  country^  preferring  the  pang  of  feparation 
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**  for  five  or  fix  years  to  the  anguifli,  which 
**  he  fhould  hardly  furvive,  of  loflng  her." 

While  bufinefs  required  the  daily  attend- 
ance of  Sir  William  Jones,  in  Caieutta,  his 
ufual   refidence   was   on   the   banks    of  the 
Ganges,  at  the  diftance  of  five  miles  from  the 
court ;  to  this  fpot  he  returrjed  every  evening 
after  fun-fet,  and  in  the  morning  isofe  fo  early 
as  to  reach  his  apartments  in  town  by  walking, 
at  the  firft  appearance  of  the  dawn.     Having 
feverely  fuffered  from  the  heat  of  the  fUn,  he 
ever  afterwards  dreaded  and  avoided  an  expo- 
fure  to   it  J   and  in  his  hymn  to  Surya,  h« 
alludes  to  its  effeft   upon   him,  and  to  his 
moon-light  rambles  in  the  following  lines  i 

Then  roves  thy  poet  free. 

Who  with  no  borrow'd  art, 
pares  hyina  thy  pow'r,  and  durst  provoke  thy  bl^zg, 

But  felt  the  thrilling  dart ; 

And  now  on  lowly  knee 
From  him,  who  gave  the  wound,  the  balsam  prays. 

The  intervening  period  of  each  morning 
until  the  opening  of  the  court,  was  regulariy 
allotted  and  applied  to  diftind  fliidies.  He 
p^lTed  the  months  of  vacation  at  bis  retire-, 


ment  at  Cfifhna-nagur,  in  his  ufiial  piirfuits* ' 
Some  of  the  literary  produdions  of  his  re-' 
tirement  will  be  noticed;    and  I   fhall  now 
eontiiiue  my  extra61:s  from  his  familiar  cor- 
fefpondence. 

Sir  William  Jojies  to  J.  Shore ^  Efq, 

Gardens,  near  Calcutta,  March  25,  1787. 
I  am  charmed,  my  dear  Sir, 
with  the  Ihort  but  comprehenfive  work;  of 
Rhadacaunt,  your  pundit,  the  title  of  which 
I  fee  is  Puran-arthupracufaih,  or  the  mean- 
ing of  the-  Puran^  difplayed.  It  contains 
pedigrees,  or  lifts  of  kings,  from  the  earlieft 
times  to  the  decline  of  the  Indian  empire; 
but  the  proper  names  are  fo  murdered,  or 
fo  ftrangely  difguifed  in  Perfian  letters,  that 
I  am  only  tantalized  w^ith  a  thirft  for  more 
accurate  information.  If  the  pundit  at  your 
requeft,  will  lend  me  the  original,  my  mar- 
kdtta  writer  '  fhall  copy  it  elegantly,  With 
{paces  between  the  lines  for  a  literal  Englilli 
tranflation,  which  may  perhaps  be  agreeable, 
with  your  confent,  to  our  fociety. 


Ill 

Bit  William  Jones  to  J.  Sbore^  Efq. 

w¥fly  11,  lYST, 

I  return  with  many  thanks,  my 

d.ear  Sir,  the  letter  of  his  High  Mightinefs 

Tatbu  Arnu  (king  of  Ava  *).    When  I  begaa 

*  If  the  reader  has  a  curiosity  to  see  this  singular  tet' 
ter,  he  may  gratify  it.  The  perusal,  may  perhs^s  recall 
to  his  recollection,  the  following  lines : 

Here's  a  large  mouth  indeed. 
That  spits  forth  death  and  mountains,  rocks  and  seas  J 


DfEcial  translation  of  a  letter  from  the  Rajah  or  Principsi 
©f  the  Burmas  to  the  Collector  of  Chi|;tagong ; 
I  am  lord  of  a  whole  people,  and  of  101  countries,  and 
my  titles  are  Rajah  Chatterdary  {i.  e.  sitting  under  a  ca^ 
nopy)  and  Rajah  Surey  Bunkshee,  [i.  e.  descendant  oi 
the  Sun).  Sitting  on  the  throne  with  a  splendid  canopy 
of  gold,  I  hold  in  subjection  to  my  authority  many  Rar 
jahsj  gold,  silver,  and  jewels,  are  the  produce- of  my 
country,  asd  in  my  hand  is  the  instrumeot  of  war,  that, 
as  the  lightning  of  Heaven,  humbles  and  subdues  my 
gnemies ;  my  troofs  require  neither  injunctions  nor  cora» 
mands,  arid  my  elephants  and  horses  are  without  num.* 
ber.  In  my  service  are  ten  pundits  learned  in  the  Shas- 
ter,  and  104  priests,  whose  wisdom  is  not  to  be  equalled^ 
agreeably  to  whose  learning  and  intelligence,  I  execute 
^nd  distribute  justice  among  my  people,  so  that  my  man- 
dates,  like  the  lightning,  §ufFer  no  resistance  nor  control. 
My  subjects  are  endowed  with  virtue  and  the  principles 
of  juitice,  and  refrain  from  all  immoral  practices,  and  J 
am  35  \hs.  Sun,  blessed  with  the  light  of  wisdom  to  diS' 
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ft,  I  feared  It  was  lidftile,  but  am  glad  to  find 

It  fo  amicable.     Dulce  mihi  nomen  pacis !  If 

eover  the  secret  designs  of  men ;  whoever  is  worthy  of 
being  called  a  Rajah,  is  merciful  and  just  towards  his  peo- 
ple" 5  thievesj  robbers,  and  disturbers  of  the  peace,  have 
at  length  received  the  punishnTent'  due  to  their  crimes} 
and  now  the  word  of  my  mciiuth  is  dreaded  as  the  light- 
ning from  Heaven.  I  am  as  a  great  sea,  among  2000 
rivers,  and  many  rivulets;  and  as  the  mountain  Sliu- 
irieroo,  surrounded  by  40,000  hills,  and  like  unto  these 
is  trty  authority,  extending  itself  over  101  Rajahs  j  further, 
16,000  Rajahs  pay  daily  attendance  at  my  Durbar,  and 
lily  country  excels  every  country  of  the  world ;  my  pa- 
lace.as  the  heavens,  studded  with  gold  and  precious 
^piies,  is  revered  more  than  any  other  palace  in  the  uni- 
trerse.  My  occupations  resemble  the  business  of  the 
chief  of  the  angels,  and  I  have  written  unto  all  the  pro- 
vinces of  Arracari,  with  orders  to  forward  this  letter  in 
safety  to  Chittagong,  formerly  subject  to  the  Rajah  Sery 
Tamah  Chucka,  by  whom  the  country  was  cultivated  and 
populated ;  and  he  erected  2400  places  of  public  woi-ship, 
and  made  24  tanks. 

Previous  to  his  accession,  the  country  was  subject  tcJ 
Qther  Rajahs,  whose  title  was  Chatterdary,  who  erected 
places  of  worship,  and  appointed  priests  to  adminis- 
ter the  rites  of  religion  to  people  of  every  denomina- 
tion; but  at  that  period  the  country  was  ill  govern* 
ed,  previous  to  the  accession  of  Rajah  Sery  Tamah 
Chucka  to  the  government  of  the  countries  of  Rutunpoor, 
Dootinady,  Arracan,  Dootaputty,  Ramputty,  Chagdoye, 
Mahadaye,  Mawong,  in  whose  time  the  country  was  go-r 
verned  with  justice  and  ability,  and  his  wisdom  was  as  the( 
lightning ;  and  the  people  were  happy  under  his  admi- 
pistration.     He  was  ^Iso  favoured  with  the  friei^dship  of 
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he  Is  at  peace  with  the  Siamefe,  he  may  be  a 
good  neighbour,  and  we  may  be  gainers  by 

the  religious  men  of  the  age,  one  of  whom,  by  name 
Buclder,  resorting  to  his  place  of  residence,  was  Solicited 
by  the  Rajah  to  appoint  some  one  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
structing him  in  religious  rites,  and  Shawiimany  was  ac 
cordingly  appointed  agreeably  to  the  Rajah's  requisition  ; 
at  this  time  it  rained  from  Heaven,  gbld,  silver,  and  pre- 
cious stones,  which  were  buried  under  ground  in  charge 
of  the  above  priest,  whose  house  was  of  gold  and  silver 
workmanship,  to  which  the  people  resort,  and  worship 
the  deities ;  and  the  Rajah  kept  a  large  establishment  of 
servants,  and  of  slaves  at  the  temple,  for  the  service  of 
tra'^ellers  and  passengers ;  and  his  time  was  engaged  in 
the  studying  of  the  five  books,  arid  he  always  refrained 
from  immoral  practices  and  deeds  interdicted  by  his  re- 
ligion, and  the  priests,  &c\  abstained  from  the  flesh  of 
geese,  pigeons,  goats,  hogs,  and  of  fowls ;  and  wicked- 
ness, theft,  adultery,  lying,  drunkenness,  were  unknown 
in  that  age.     I  likewise  pursue  a  line  of  conduct  and  re- 
ligion similar  to  the  above ;  but  previoiis  to  my  conquest 
of  Arracan,  the  people  were  as  snakes  wounding  meii,  a 
prey  to  enmity  and  disorder;  and  in  several  provinces 
there  were  eaters  of  the  flesh  of  men,  and  wickedness 
prevailed  amongst  them,  so  that  no  man  could  trust  his 
neighbour.    At  this  time  one  Bowdah  Outhar,  otherwise 
Sery  Boot  Taukwor,  came  down  in  the  country  of  Arra- 
can, and  instructed  the  people  and  the  beasts  of  the  field 
in  the  principles  of  religion  and  rectitude,  and  agreeably 
to  his  word  the  country  was  goverried  for  a  period  of 
5000  years,  so  that  peace  and  good-will  subsisted  amongst 
men ;  agreeably  hereto  is  the  tenor  of  my  conduct  and 
goviernment  of  my  people :  as  there  is  an  oil,  the  produce 
of  a  certain  spot  of  the  earth,  of  exquisite  flavour,  so  is 
JJfe—V.  II.  I 
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his  gold  and  ivory ;  but  I  have  no  inclination 
to  tafte  his  fweet  and  delicious  petroleum, 
which  he  praifes  fo  highly  j  I  am  fatisfied 
with  the  fmell  of  it,  and  with  its  fmgular  pro- 

my  dignity  and  power  above  that  of  other  Rajahs  ;  and 
Taffloo  Rajah,  the  high  priest,  having  consulted  with  the 
others  of  that  class,  represented  to  me  on  15th  Aughur 
11 48,  saying,  do  you  enforce  the  laws  and  customs  of 
Sery  Boot  Taukwor,  which  I  accordingly  did,  and  more- 
over erected  six  places  of  divine  worship,  and  have  con- 
formed myself  strictly  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  Sery 
Tamah  Chycka,  governing  my  people  with  lenity  and 
justice. 

As  the  country  of  Arracan  lies  contiguous  to  Chitta- 
gong,  if  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  were  established  between 
me  and  the  Englishj  perfect  amity  and  alliance  would 
ensue  from  such  engagements ;  therefore  I  have  submit- 
ted it  to  you,  that  the  merchants  of  your  country  should 
resort  hither  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  pearls,  ivory, 
wax,  and  that  in  return  my  people  should  be  permitted 
to  resort  to  Chittagong  for  the  purpose  of  trafficking  in 
such  commodities  as  the  country  may  afford  ;  but  as  the 
Mugs  residing  at  Chittagong  have  deviated  from  the  prin- 
ciples of  religion  and  morality,  they  ought  to  be  correct- 
ed for  their  errors-  and  irregularities  agreeably  to  the 
written  Taws,  insomuch  as  those  invested  with  power  will 
suffer  eternal  fuhishment  in  case  of  any  deviation  from 
their  religion  and  laws,  but  whoever  conforms  his  conduct; 
to  the  strict  rules  of  piety  and  religion,  will  hereafter  be 
transhted  to  Heaven.  I  have  accordingly  sent  four  ele- 
phant's teeth  under  charge  of  30  persons,  who  will  re- 
turn with  your  answer  to  the  -above  proposals  *nd  offers 
pf  alliance. 
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perty  of  reftoring  the  fcent  of  Ruffia  leather. 
I  am  told  he  is  an  able  man ;  but  from  all  I 
can  learn,  I  fufpedt  him  to  be  an  ambitious 
dog,  who  would  ad:  the  lion  if  he  could,  and 
end,  as  he  is  faid  to-  have  begun,  the  Au- 
renzeb  of  the  Indian  peninfula. 

We  are  pretty  well,  and  hope  that  you  are 
now  in  good  health.  You  will  not  (though 
you  diflike  medicine)  objedt  to  my  prefcrip-^ 
tion: 

Take  a  concerto  of  Corelli, 
An  air  of  Leo,  or  Pergolesi, 
a  trio  of  Haydn,  &c.     Mixtura  fiat. 

Would  I  could  be  as  good  a  phyfician  to  you/ 
as  I  am,  &c. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  J.  Shore^  Efq. 

May  12,  1787. 
You  have  fent  me  a  treafurc, 
which  will  enable  me  to  fatisfy  my  mind  at 
leaft  on  the  chronology  of  India ;  need  I  fay, 
that  I  fhall  ever  be  happy  in  the  converfation 
of  fo  learned  a  toaii  as  Rhadacaunt  ?  Before 
I  return  to  Calcutta,  I  fhall  have  read  his  in- 
terefting  book,  and  fhall  be  better  able  to  con- 

I  2 
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verfe  with   him   in  Sanfcrit,  which  I  fpeak 
continually  with  my  pundit. 

I  can  eafily  conceive  all  your  feelings,  but 
confider,  my  dear  friend,  that  you  are  now 
tolleding  for  yourfelf  (while  you  ferve  your 
country)    thofe   flowers   which   will   give  a 
brighter  bloom  even  to  the  valleys  of  De- 
vdnfhire,  that  you  are  young  and    have  as 
fair  a  profpedl  of  long  happinefs  as  any  mor- 
tal can  have.     I  predid:,  that  when  I  meet 
you  a  few  years  hence  at  Teignmouth,  where 
I  hope  to  fpend  many  a  feafon  with  all  that 
my  foul  cherifhes  in  this  world,  I  fhali  hear 
you  confefs,  that  your  painful  toil  in  India, 
conduced  in  the  end  to  your  happinefs.  That 
you  may  enjoy  as  much  of  it  as  human  life 
affords,  is  the  fmcere  wifh  of,  ;&c.  ^     ' 

Sir  William  Jones  to  J.  Shore,  Efq. 

June  24. 
*  *  *  *        *  *  * 

*  *  *  I  am  well,  rifmg  conftantly 
between  three  and  four,  and  ufually  walking 
two  or  three  mileS  before  funrife ;  my  wife 
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rs  tolerably  well ;  and  we  only  lament,  that 
the  damp  weather  will  foon  oblige  us  to  leave 
our  herds  and  flocks,  and  all  our  rural'delights  , 
on  the  banks  of  the  Baghiratti.  The  bufmefs 
of  the  court  will  continue  at  leafl  two  months 
longer,  after  which  I  purpofe  to  take  a  houfe 
at  Bandell  or  Hugh,  and  pafs  my  autumnal 
vacation  as  ufual  with  the  Hindu  bards.  I 
have,  read  your  pundit's  curious  book  twice 
in  Sanfcrit,  and  will  have  it  elegantly  copied; 
the  Dabi/ian  a.Ko  I  have  read  through  twice 
with  great  attention ;  and  both  copies  are 
ready  to  be  returned,  as  you  fhall  diredt. 
Mr.  R.  Johnfton  thinks  he  has  a  young 
friend  who  will  tranflate  the  Dabijian,  and 
the  greateft  part  of  it  would  be  very  intereft- 
ing  to  a  curious  reader,  but  fome  of  it  can- 
not  be  tranflated.  It  contains  more  recondite 
learning,  more  entertaining  hiftory,  more 
beautiful  fpecimens  of  poetry,  more  ingenuity 
and  wit,  more  indecency  and  blafphemy, 
than  I  ever  faw  colle(3:ed  in  a  fingle  volume : 
the  two  laft  are  not  the  author's,^  but  are  in- 
troduced in  the  chapters  on  the  heretics  and 
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infidels  of  India.     On  the  wholcj   it  is  the 
moft  amufmg   and  inftrudive   book  I  ever 
read  in  Perfian  *. 

I -hear  nothing  from  Europe,  but  what -all 
the  papers  contain ;  and  that  is  enough  to 
make  me  rejoice  exceedingly,  that  I  am  in 
Afia.     Thofe.  with  whom  I  have  fpent  fome^ 
of  my  happieft  hours,   and  hope  to  fpend 
many  more  on  my  return  to  England,  are 
tearing  one  another  to  pieces,  with  the  enmity 
that  is  proverbial  here,  of  the  fnake  and  the 
ichneumon.     I  have  nothing  left  therefore,^ 
but  to  wifh  what  is  right  and  juft  may  pre- 
vail, to  difcharge  my  public  duties  with  un- 
,  remitted  attention,  and  to  recreate  myfelf  at 
leifure  with  the  literature  of  this  interefting. 
country. 


*  The  Dabistan,  is  a  treatise  on  twelve  tlifferent  re- 
ligions, composed  by  a  Mohammedan  traveller,  a  native 
of  Cashmir,  named  Mohsdn,  but  distinguished  by  the  as- 
sumed name  of  Fani,  or  perishable.  Sir  William,  Jones, 
in  his  sixth  discourse  to  the  society,  on  the  Persians, 
refers  to  it  as  a  rare  and  interesting  tract,  which  had  cast 
a  gleam  of  light  on  the  primeval  history  of  //'aw  .and.  the 
human  race,  of  which  he  had  long 'despaired,  and  which 
could  hardly  have  dawned  from  any  other  quarter. 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  J.  Shore,  Efq. 

Crishna-nagur,  Aug.  16,  1787. 
I  thank  you  heartily,  my  dear  Sir,  for 
the  tfender  ftrains  of  the  unfortunate  Char- 
lotte*, which   have  given  us  pleafure  and 
pain  ;  the  fonnets  which  relate  to  herfelf  are 
iilcdtnparably  the  beft .  Petrarca  is  little  kiib wn ; 
his  fonnets,  efpecially  the  firft  book,  are  the 
leaft  valuable  of  his  works,  and  contain  lefs 
natural  fentiments  than  thofe  of  the  fwan  of 
Avon  J  but  his  odes  which  are  political;  are 
equal  to  the  lyric  poem^  of  the  Greeks ;  and 
his  triumphs  are  in  a  triumphant  ftrain  of 
fublimity  and   magnificence.     Anna   Maria 
gives  you  many  thanks  for  thfe  pleafure  you 
have  procured  her.      We  are  in  love  with 
this  paftoral  cottage ;  but  though  thefe  three 
months  are  called  a  vacation,  yet  I  have  no 
vacant  hours.  It  rarely  happens  that  favourite 
ftudies  are  clofely  cpilneiled  with  the  ftrid: 
difcharge  of  our  duty,  as  mine  happily  are ; 
even  in  this  cottage  I  am  aflifting  the  court 
*  Sonnets  by  Charlotte  Smith. 
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by  ftudying  Arabic  and  Sanfcrit,    and  have 
now  rendered  it  an  impoflibility  for  the  Mo- 
hammedan or  Hindu  lawyers  to  impofe  upon 
us  with"  erroneous  opinions. 

This  brings  to  my  mind  your  honeft- pun- 
dit, Rhadacaunt,  who  refufed,  I  hear,  the 
office  of  pundit  to  the  court,  and  told  Mr. 
Haftirigs  that  he  would  not  accept  of  it,  if  the 
falary  were  doubled ;  his  fcruples  were  pro- 
bably religious ;  but  they  would  put  it  otit 
of  my  power  to  ferve  him,  fhould  the  office 
a!gain  be  vacant.  His  unvarnifhed  tale  I 
would  have  repeated  to  you,  if  we  had  not 
miffed  one  another  on  the  river  j  but  fince 
I  defpair  of  feeing  you  until  my  return  to 
Calcutta,  at  the  end  of  Odober,  I  v«rill  fet  it 
down  here,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recoUefty  in 
his  own  words :  "     '"   • 

"  My  father  (faid  he)  died  at  the  age  of 
"  an  hundred  years,  and  my  mother,'  who 
*'  was  eighty  years  old,  became  a  fati,  and 
"  burned  herfelf  to  expiate  fins.  They  left 
*'  me  little  befides  good  principles.  Mr. 
"  Haftings  purchafed  for  me  a  piece  of  land^ 
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'■"  which  at  fitft  yielded  twelve  hundfed  rupees 
"  a  year ;  but  lately,  either  through  my  in- 
,*'  attention  or  through  Occident,  it  has  pro- 
"  duced  only  one  thoufand.    ■  This  would  be 
• "  fufEcient  for  me  and  my  family  ;  but  the 
"  duty  of  Brahmans  is  not  only  to  teach  the 
*' youths   of  their  fedt,  but  to  relieve  thofe 
/'who  are  poor.     I  made  many  prelients  to 
*'  poor  fcholars  and  otheirs  in  diftrefs,  and  for 
"  this  purpofe  I  anticipated  my  income :  I 
*■*  was  then  obliged  to  borrow  for  my  family 
*'  expenfes,    a'nd    I   now   owe   about   three 
*'  thoufand  rupees.     This  debt   is  my  only 
*'.caufe  of  uneafmefs  in  this  world.     I  would 
"  have  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Shore,  but  I  was 
"  afliamed." 

Now  the  queftion  is,  how  he  can  be  fet 
■upon  his  legs  again,  when  I  hope  he  will  be 
more  prudent.  If  Bahman*  fhould  return 
to  Perfia,  I  can  afford  to  give  him  one  hundred 
rupees  a  month,  till  his  del?t  fhall  be  difcharged 
out  of  his  rents  ;  but  at  prefent,  I  pay  more 

*  A  pars!  and  a  native  of  Yezd,  employed,  by  Sir  "Wil- 
liam Jones  'as  a  reader. 
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In  falaries  to  my  native  fcholars  than  I  can 
well  afford;  neverthelefs  I  will  cheerfully  join 
you  in  any  mode  of  clearing  the  honeft  man, 
that  can  be  fuggefted ;  and  I  would  affift 
him  merely  for  his  own  fake,  as  I  have  mofe 
Brahmanical  teachers  than  I  can  find  time 
to  bear. 

I  fend  you  not  an  elegant  pathetic  fonnet, 
but  the  wildeft  and  ftrangeft  poem  that  was 
ever  written,  Khakani's  complaint  in  prifoii. 
The  whole  is  a  menace,  that  he  would  change 
his  religion,  and  feek  protection  among  the 
Chriftians,  or  the  Gabres.  It  contains  one 
or  two  proper  names,  of  which  I  find  no 
full  explanation  even  in  a  commentary  pro- 
feffedly  written  to  illuftrate  the  poem.  The 
fire  of  Khakani's  genius  blazes  through  the 
fmoke  of  his  erudition ;  the  meafure  of  the 
poem,  which  will  enable  you  to  correal  the 
errors  of  the  copies,  is 


u 
u 


u 
u 


u 
u 


with  a  ftrong  accent  on  the  laft  fyllable  of 
each  foot.     Adieu,  my  dear  Sir,  &c. 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  Jos.  Cowper  Walker, 

Efq.  St.  Valerl,  Bray,  Ireland, 

Crishia-nagur,  Sept.  11,  1187. 
•     I  give  you  my  hearty  thanks,  dear  Sir, 
for  your  kind  attention  to  me,  and  for  the 
pleafure  which  I  have   received  from   your 
letter,  as  well  as  for  that  which  I  certainly 
ihall  receive  from  your  hiilorical  memoirs  of 
the  Irifli  Bards.     The  term  being  overbefore 
your  book  could  be  found,  and  the  ftate  of 
my  health  obliging  me  to  fcek  this  paftoral 
retreat,  where   I  always   pafs   my  vacation 
among   the  Brahmans   of.  this  ancient  uni- 
verfity,  I   left   Calcutta  before  I  could  read 
your  work,  but  fhall  perufe  it  with  eagernefs 
on  my  return  to  the  capital.   -You  touched 
an   important  firing,    when   you  mentioned 
the  fubjedl  of  Indian  mufic,  of  which  I  am 
particularly  fond.     I   have  juft  read  a  very 
old  book  on  that  art  in  Sanfcrit.     I  hope  to 
prefent  the  world  with  the  fubllance  of  it,  as 
foon  as  the  tranfadtions  of  our  fociety  can  be 
printed ;  but,  we   go   on   Ilowly,'  fmce   the 
prefs  is  often  engaged  by  government ;    and 
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we  think  it  better  to  let  our  fruit  ripen  na- 
turally, than  to  bring  forth  fuch  watery  and 
imperfedt  fruits  as  are  ufually  raifed  in  hot 
beds.  The  AJiatic  MJfcellany,  to  which  you 
allude,  is  not  the  publication  of  our  fociety, 
who  mean  to  print  no  fcraps,  nor  any  mere 
tranflations.  It  was  the  und^rta/kiag  of  a 
private  gentleman,  and  will  certainly  be  of 
ufe  in  diffufmg  Oriental  literature,  though 
it  has  not  been  fo  correftly  printed  as  I  could 
wifh.  When  you  fee  Colonel  Va;llancy, 
whofe  learned  work  I  have  read  through 
twice  with  great  pleafure,  I  requeft  you  to 
prefent  him  with  my  beft  remembrance.  We 
fhall  foon  I  hope  fee  faithful  tranllations  of 
Irifh  hiftories  and  poems.  I  fhall  be  happy 
in  comparing  them  with  the  Sanfcrit,  with 
,  which  the  ancient  language  of  Ireland  had 
certainly  an  affinity.  Proceed,  Sir^  in  your 
laudable  career,  you  deferve  the  applaufe  of 
your  coimtry,  and  will  moft  affuredly  have 
that  of.  Sir,  &c. 
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Sir  PVilliam  Jones  to  Dr.  Patrick  RuJfeL 
'     ■  ■  Crit/ma-nagur,  Sept.22,-nsT. 

Your  intei'efting  papers  did  not  find 
their  way  to  me  till  I  had  left  this  cottage, 
and  was  wholly  immerfed  in  bufinefs.     In- 
deed,.! am  fo  harafled  for  eight  months  in 
twelve,  that  I  can  feldom  think  of  literature 
till  the  autumn  vacation,  which  I  pafs  in  this 
charming   plain,    the   drieft   in  Bengal,  and 
clofe  to  a  college  of  Brahmans.     I  am  charm- 
ed with  your  plan  ;  and  if  the  dircdtors  have 
not  yet  refolved  to  print  the  work  at  their 
expenfe,    1    can  pethaps   fuggeft  a  mode  of 
procuring  very  powerful  influence  with  them. 
The  king  has  much  at  heart  his  new  botanical 
-garden-  at  St.  -Vincent's  ;    his  objiedt  is  two- 
fold, to  improve  the  commerce  of  the  Weil- 
India  iflands,  and  to  provide  the  Britifli  troops 
on  fervice  there  with  medicinal  plants.  Now, 
if  you  could  feind  a  box  or  two  of  feeds,  like- 
iy  to  be  ufeful   in    commerce  or  medicine, 
directed  to  Sir  George  Young,  the   fecretary 
■at  war,  (to  whom  1  have  inclofed  your  letter 
to  the  Board  at  Madras)  I  dare  fay  the  Board 
■pf  Controul  would  be  defired  to  ufe  their  in- 
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fluence  "with  the  Diredtors.  *  * 

''*  *  *         You    could    not   have 

chofen  a  better  fpecimen  than  the  pedalium 
murex^  of  which  Httle  is  faid  by  Linnasus, 
and  that  from  doubtful  authority.  The 
Gpuntiuy  I  haye  not  feen  here,  and  I  cannot 
ramble  into  the  woodSi.  Our  groves  at  this 
place  are  fkirted  with  an  angulated  ca£lus\ 
called^^^  (pronounced  feejaj  in  the  Sanfcrit 
dictionaries,  where  I  find  the  names  of  about 
300  medicinal  plants,  the  virtues  of  which 
are  mentioned  in  medicinal  books. .  I  agree 
with  you,  that  thofe  books  do  not  Carry  full 
convidlion ;  but  they  lead  to  ufeful  experi- 
ments, and  are  therefore  valuable.  I  made 
fine  red  ink,  by  dropping  a  folution  of  tin  in 
aqua  regia  into  an  infufion  of  the  coccus^ 
which  Dr.  Anderfon  was  fo  polite  as  to  fend 
to  me.  His  difcovery  will,  I  truft,  be  ufeful ; 
his  ardour  and  ingenuity  deferve  fuccefs. 

I  have  juft  read  with  attention  the  Ph'tlo- 
fophia  Bo'tanica,  which  I  confider  as  the  gram- 
mar,  and  the  Genera  et  Species  as   the  dic- 
tionary, bf  botany.     It  is  a  mafterly  work, 
and  contains  excelldnt  matter  in  a  (hort  vo- 
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lume  ;  but  it  is  harflvly,  not  to  fay  barbaroufly, 
written.  I  grieve  to  fee  botany  impcrfefl:  in 
its  two  moft  important  i  articles,  the  natural 
orders  add  the  virtues  of  plants,  between 
which  I  fufpedt  a  ftroag  affinity.  - 1  envy 
thofe  who  have  leifure  to  purfue  this  be- 
witching ftudy. 

Pray,  my  dear  Sir,  have  you  the  Oriental 
manufcripts  of  my  friend  Dr.  Alexander 
RufFel  ?  He  lent  me  three,  which  I  returned; 
the  Sucardan,  the  Banquet  of  Fhyjicians^  and 
a  beautiful  Hafez.  If  yoii  have  them,  I  ftiall 
beg  leave  to  r6ad  them  again,  when  we  meet 
in  Europe.  ■* 

Poftfcript.  What  is  fpikenard?  I  mean 
botanically,  what  is  the  natural  order,  clafs, 
genus,  &c.  of  the  plant  ?  What  was  the 
fpikenard  in  the  alabafter-box  of  the  Gofpel  ? 
What  was  nardi  parvus,  onyx  ?  What  did 
Ptolemy  mean  by  the  excellent  nard  of  Rhan- 
gamutty  in  Bengal  ?  I  have  been  in  vain  en- 
deavouring for  above  two  years  to  procure  an 
anfwer  to  thefe  queftions ;  your  anfwer  will 
greatly  oblige  pe.     . 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  Thomas  Caldicott,  Efq. 
Crishna-nagur,  Sept.  27,  1787. 
Your  brother  fent  me  your  letter  at  a 
convenient  time,  and  to  a  convenient  place, 
for  I  can  only  write  in   the  long  vacation,, 
which  I  generally  fpend  in  a  delightful  cot- 
tage, about  as  far  from  Calcutta  as  Oxford  is 
from  London,  and  dofe  to  an  ancient  uni- 
verfity  of  Brahmans,  with  whom  I  now  con- 
verfe  familiarly  in  Sanfcrit.     You  would  be 
aftonifhed  at  the  refemblance    between  that 
language  and  both  Greek  and  Latin.   Sanfcrit 
and  Arabic  will  enable  me  to  do  this  country 
,  more  efTential  fervice,  than  the  introdudion 
of  arts  (even  if  I  fhould  be  able  to  introduce 
them)   by  procuring   an   accurate    digeft  of 
Hindu  and  Mohammedan  laws,  which  the 
natives  hold  facred,  and  by  which  both  juftice 
and  policy  require  that  they  fhould  be  go- 
verned. 

'  1  have  publifhed  nothing ;  but  Armeniaa 
clerks  make  fuch  blunders,  that  I  print;  ten  or 
twenty  copies   of  every   thing   I   compofe. 
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which  are'  to  be  cohfiderfed  as  ntiahufcripts. 
I  beg  yoti  will  fend  me  your  Remarks  on  my 
plan  of  an  epie  poem.  Sanfcrit  has  engaged  my 
vacations  lately,-^  but  I  will  finiih  it^  if  I 'live* 
I  ^romife  you  to  attend  to  dl  that  is  fald,  efpe-« 
cially  if  alterationa  arefuggefted^  always  re- 
ferving  to  myfelf  the  final  judgment.  One 
thing;  I  am  indexible  inj  I  have  maturely 
confidered  the  point,  and  am  refolved  to  write 
In  blank  verfe.  I  hdve  hot  time  to  add  my 
reafbfis ;  but  they  afe  good* 

I  thank  ybu  for  Sheridan's  fpeech,  which 
I  could  not  however  read  through.  Fof  th6 
lali  fiicteen  y^arS  of  my  life,  I  Havd  b6eft  in  i 
ihibit  ol^  feqUiririg  evidence  of  all  afleftioris, 
and  I  have  nO  leifiire  to  examirie  ptoofs  in  a 

bufinefs  fo  foreign  to  my  piiffuits,       *         * 

*        *         **         *         *         *'* 

If  Haftings  ktid  Impey  are  guilty,  in  God's 
name  let  them  be  punifhed ;  but  let  them  not 
be  condemned  wltlioUt  legal  evidence.  I  will 
fay  more  of  myfelf,  than  you  do  of  yourfelf, 
but  ih  few  words.  I  never  was  unhappy  in 
England ;  it  was  not  in  my  nature  to  be  fo ; 

Life~W.  II.  K 
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but!  never  was  happy  till  I  wasffettled  in  In- 
dia. My  conftitution  b^s ,  overcome!  the;  cli- 
maf:e  ;  and, if  I  could  fay  the  fame,  of  itty  be- 
Iq^^ed  wife^-  I  fhoujd  be  thej  happieft  of  men ; 
but  fhe  has  perpetnal  complaints,  and  of  courfe  , 
I  am  in  perpetual  anxiety  pA  her  account. 

I.   ^,^illiam  Jonei  to  J.  _^i/mofj  Efq-.    - 

,....,,.  1    .  Crishna-nagur,  Bengal,  OcL  3,1187. 
„     *         *.        *         *       ^  *         *       ,  *        * 

*  *  *  *.  I  cannot,,,  however, 
let  the  feafon  flij),^  without, fcribbling, a  few 
lines  to  tell  you,  that  my  conftitution  feems 
to  ,,have  r overcome  .t^he,^ climate,^  and», that  I 
flipuld  be  a§  happy  as  mortal  man  can  be, ;  or 
perhaps  ought  to  be,  if  my  w,ife  had  been  as 
wetl  as  I.  have  for  the  laft  three  years. 

I  have  nothing  to  fay  of  India  politics,  ex- 
cept that  Lord  Cornw;allis  and  *  *  *,  are 
juftly  popular,  and  perhaps  the  moft  virtuous 
governors  in  the  world.  Of  Engliflj,  politic? 
I  fay  nothing ;  becaufe  I  doubt  whether  you 
and  I,(hould  ever  agree  in  them.  I  do  not 
mean  the  narrow  politics  of  contending  par- 
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ties,  but  the  great  principles  of  government 
and  legiflatlon,  the  majefty  of  the  whole  na- 
tion coUedively,  and  the  confiftency  of  po- 
pular rights  with  regal  prerogative,  which 
ought  to  be  fupported,  to  fupprefs  the  oligar- 
chical power.  But  in  India  I  think  little  of 
thefe  matters. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  J.  Shore,  Efq. 

Crislma-nagur,  Oct.  10,  1787. 

I  hope  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight  to  fee  you 
in  perfeft  health,  as  I  fhall  leave  this  charm- 
ing retreat  on  the  2oth. ,  I  want  but  a  few 
leaves  of  having  read  your  copy  of  Hafez 
twice  through  ;  and  I  am  obliged  to  you  for 
the  moft  agreeable  talk  (next  the*Shahri?ameh) 
I  ever  performed.  The  -annexed  elegy* 
was  fent  to  me  by  thepoft;  and  I  fend  it  to 
you,  becaufe  I  think  you  will  like  it.     There 

*  The  elegy  alluded  to,  which  has  been  since  printed 
in  a  collection  of  poems,  is  the  following :  / 

PHILEMON.     An  Elegy. 
Where  shade  yon  yews  the  church-yard'a  lonely  bourjiy 
With  faultering  step,  absorb'd  in  thought  profound, 
Philemon  wends  in  s^ud^  to  mourn, 
While  evening  pours  her  deep'ning  glooms  around. 

K  2 


132 

is  a  j;reat  pathos  In  the  fourth  tetraftlck  ;  and 
I  know  unhappily  that  exceffive  grief  is 
neithet  full  of  tears^  nor  full  of  words ;  yet  if 
a  dramatic  poet  were  to  reprefent  fuch  grief 
naturally,  I  doubt  whether  his  condud:  would 
be  approved,  though  with  fine  ading  and  fine 
founds  in  the  orchellra,  it  ought  to  have  a 
wonderful  efFe£t.  Lady  J.  is  pretty  well ;  a 
tiger  about  a  month  old,  who  is  fuckled  by  a 
goat,  and  has  all  the  gentlenefs  of  his  fofter- 
mother,  is  now  playing  at  her  feet.  I  call 
him  Jupiter;      Adieu. 

Loud  shrieks  the  blast,  the  sleety  torrent  drives. 
Wide  spreads  the  tempest's  desolating  power  ^  , 
To  grief  alone  Philemon  reckless  lives. 
No  rolling  peal  he  heeds,  cold  blast,  nor  shower. 

.For  this  the  date  that  stanip'id  his  partner's  doom ; 
His  trenibling  lips  receiv'd  her  lajtest  breath. 
"  Ah !  wilt  thou  drop  one  tear  on  Emma's  tomb  ?" 
She  cried :  and  clos'd  each  wistful  eye  in  death. 

No  sighs  he  breath'd,  for  anguish  riv'd  his  breast ; 
Her  clay-cold  hand  he  grasp'd,-  no  tears  he  shed,. 
Till  fainting  nature  sunk  by  grief  oppress'd. 
And  ere  distraction  came  all  sense  was  fled. 

Now  time  has  calih'd,  not  cur'd  Philemon's  woe> 
For  grirf  like  his,  life-woven,  never  dies ; 
And  stilly  each  year's  collected  sorrows  flow. 
As  drooping  o'er  his  Emma's  tomb  he  sighs. 
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Sir  William  '^oiie:  to  Dr.  For^. 
.'  Gardens,  on  the  Ganges,  Jan.  5,  178?. 

Give  me  leate  to  recommend  to  your 
kind  attentions  Colonel  PoUer,  who  will  de- 
Uver  this  to  you  at  Oxford.  He  prefents  tof 
the  univerfity  an  extremely  rare  work  in  " 
Sanfcrit,  a  copy  of  the  four  veJas,  or  Indian- 
jfcriptures,  which  confirm,  inftead  of  oppoflng 
the  Mofaic  account  of  the  creation,  and  of  the 
deluge.  He  is  himfelf  one  of  the  beft-dif- 
pofed  aijd  beft  informed  men,  whp  ever  left 
Indi^. .  If  he  embark  to-morrow,  I  fhall  not 
be  able  to  fend  you,  by  him,  an  Arabic  ma- 
nufcript,  which"!  hay e  read  -with  a  native  of 

Mepca,  tl>e  poems  of  the  great  All.    *         * 

f  #        '     *  *  *  * 

Qur  return  to  Europe  is  very  diftant ;  but  I 
hope,  before  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, to  have  the  pleafure  of  cohverfing  with 
you,  and  to  give  you  a  good  account  of  Pe^fia, 
through  which  I  purpofe  to  return. 
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Sir  JVilliam  Jones  to  Sir  Jofepb  Banks. 

Gardens,  near  Calcutta,  Feb.  25,  1 788, 

I  was  highly  gratified  by  your  kind 

letter,  <ind  have  difFufed  great  pleafure  among 

our  aftronomers  here,  by  Ihewing  thein  an 

account  of  the  lunar  volcano..  The  Brahmans, 

to  whom  I  have  related  the  difcovery  in  San- 

fcrit,    are  highly  delighted  with  it.     Public 

bufinefs  preffes  on  me  fo  heavily  at  this  fea- 

fon,    that    I  muft  poftpone   the  pleafure  of 

writing  fully  to  you,  till  I  can  retire  in  the 

long  vacation  to  my  cottage,  where  I  hear 

nothing  of  plaintiffs   or   defendants.     Your 

fecond  commiffion  I  will  faithfully  execute, 

and  have  already  made  enquiries  concerning 

the  dacca  cotton ;  but  I  fhall  be  hardly  able  to 

procure  the   feeds,  &c.   before  the  Rodney 

fails. 

****** 

Thefe  letters  defcribe  the' elegant  occupa- 
tions of  a  mind  difciplined  in  the  fchool  of 
fcience,  ardent  to  embrace  it  in  all  its  extent, 
and  to  make  even  its  amufenients  fubfervient 
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to  the  advancement'  of  ufeful  IcnoWledge,  and 
the  public  good.  From  the  difcharge  of  his 
appomted  duties,  w,e  fee  Sir  William  Johes 
returning  with  avidity  to  his  literary  purfuits, 
improving  his  acquaintarice'with  botany,  and, 
relaxing  from  the  feverity  of  ftudy  by  the  pe- 
rufal  of  the  moft  admired  OrientaPauthors, 
communicatinghls pleafures  and  acquirements 

to  his  friends.     There  are  few  of  his  letters 

■       ■.  '     '      .■'■■■■  \ '     '     '^ 

in  which  he  does  not  introduce  the  name  of 

Lady  Johes,  with  that  affedtion  which  never 
abated :  Ihe  was  his  conftant  companion,  and 
the  afTociate  of  the  literary  entertainment 
which  occupied  and  amufed  his  evenings. 

Anibngll  the  letters  which  I 'have  tran- 
fcribed,  I  cannot  pafs, '  without  particular  no- 
tice, that  which  he  wrote  to  me  in  the  begin- 
ning of  1787.  The  prediction  which  it  con- 
tains, is  a  melancholy  proof  of  the  dilap^polnt- 
ment  of  human  expedlations ;  and  I  am  now 
difcharging  the  duty  of  affection  for  his  rne- 
rnory,  at  a  fliort  diftance  only  from  tlie  fpot 
vvhich  he  mentions,  as  the  anticipated  fcene 
of  future  delight,  and  where  I  once  fondly 
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hoped  to  enjoy  the  happlnefs  of  his  fociety. 
't'hat  happmefs  woujd  indeed  have  imparted 
a  higher  bloom  to  the  valleys  of  DevQnfhire, 
which  I  pow  trace  >vith  the  melancholy  re*- 
collediiai:},  that  the  friend  whpm  I  loye^j  find 
whofe  yiytues  I  adniired,  is  no  more. 

The  introdudion  of  the  uny^rniflied  tale  .of 
his  refpedable  Hinjln  friend,  is  a  prQof  of 
that  kindnefs  and  fenfibiU|:y,  Ayhich  hg  ever 
felt  for  diftrefled  mefit.  It'  is  fuperfluous  to 
add,  what  the  reader  will  have  anticipated, 
that  the  difpolition  to  relieve  his  wants  was 
not  fuffered  to  evaporate  in  mere  profeffion. 

In  the  midft  pf  his  public  duties  and  lite- 
rary employmepts,  political  fpeculat;pri§,  had 
but  little  fhare  ©f  his  attention ;  yet  the  fpur 
timents  which  he.  occafionally  exprefles  on 
this  fubjedt,  do  honour  to  his  heart,  and  prove 
that  the  welfare  of  his  country  was  always 
neareft  to  it- 

The  hope  with  which  he  flatters  himfelf, 
J:hat  his  c9nftitution  had  overcome  the  climate, 
was  unfortunately  ill-founded;  few  month« 
lelapfed  without  his  fuffering  from  the  effed? 
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o£  Itj  and'  every  attack  had  a  tendency  to 
weaken  the -vigour  of  his  frame. 

Among  other  literary  defigns  v^hich  he  me- 
llitated,  be  mentions  the  plan  of  ah  epic  poena/ 
It  was  founded  on  the  "fame  ftory  which  he 
had  originally  felefted  for  a  compofition  of 
the  fame*  nature  in  his  twenty-fecond  year, 
the  difcovery  of  England  by  Brutus ;  but  his 
acquaintance  with  Hindu  mythology  had 
fuggefted  to  him  the  addition  of  a  machinery 
perfedly  neyv,  by  the  introdudioni  of  the 
agency  of  the  Hindu  deities;  and.  however 
wild  or  extravagant  the  fidtion  may  appear, 
the  difcordancy  may  be  eafily  reconciled  by 
the  adtual  fubjedlion  of  Hinduftan  to  the 
Britifh  dominion,  poetically  vifible  to  the 
guardian  angels  of  that  country.  The  firfl: 
hint  of  this  poeln,  was  not  fuggefted  by  the 
example  of  Pope,  but  by  a  paflage  in  a  letter 
of  Spenfer  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  * ;  it  is  evi- 
dent however,  that  Sir  William  Jones  was 
fiot  difpofed  to  abandon  the  execution  of  his 
'  *•  Appendix  A.    -s.  . 
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purpofe  by  the  ftridtures  of  Dr.  Jahnfon,  ort 
Pope's  intended  poem,  and  that,  in  more  opcQ 
defiance  of  the  critic's  opinionj  he  determined 
to  write  it  in  blank  verfe,  although  he  ori- 
ginally propofed  to  adopt  the  heroic  meafure 
in  rhyme.  I  fhould  have  been  happy  to  gra- 
tify the  curiofity;  of  my  readers  with  his  rea- 
sons for  this  determination,  but  they  do  not 
appear. 

Notwithftanding  aU  that  might  have  been 
expe^ed  from  the  genius,  tafte,  and  erudi- 
tion of  Sir  "William  Jones  on  a  fubjed:  like 
this,  I  cannot,  for  my  own  paift,'  lament  the 
application  of  his  time  and  labour  to  other 
ftudies",  calculated  to  inftru(9:  as  well  as  to 
delight  the  public  ;  we  h^ve  far  more  reafon 
to  lament,  that  he  :did  not  live  to  return  to 
his  native  country  through  Perfia,  and  that 
we  have  loft  for  ever  that  information  which 
would  have  been  fupplied  by  his  refearches 
and  obfervations  during  the  journey.  The 
ftrength  of  a  conftitution,  never  vigorous, 
was  unequal  to  the  inceffant  exertion  of  his 
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mental  faculties :,  an^  whilft.  we  admire  the 
boundlqfs  aftivity  of  his  mind,  we  anticipate 
,with  forrow  its  fatal  efFeds  upon  his  health. 

I  have  frequently  remarked,  that  it  was  the 
prevailing  wifh  of  Sir  William  Jones  to  render 
his  talents;  and  attainments  ufeful  to  his  cotin- 
try.  The  tenour  of  his  correfpondence  Ihevsrs* 
that  his  principal  lludies  were  dire£ted  to  this 
objedt ;  and  nearly  two  years  preceding  the 
period  at  which  I  am  arrived,  he  defcribes 
the  mode  in  which  he  propofes  to  give  eSeH 
to  his  wifhes,  and  exprelTes  his  determination 
to  accomplifh  it,  with  an  energy  which  marks 
his  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  the  work  he 
then  meditated- 

Having  now  qualified  himfelf,  by  hiiknow*- 
ledge  of  the  Sanfcrit  and  Hindu  laws,  fof 
the  execution  of  his  plan,  he  determined  to 
delay  it  no  longer  ;  and  as  he  could  not  pru- 
dently defray  the  expenfe  of  the  undertaking 
from  his  own  finances^  he  deemed  it  proper 
to  apply  to  the  government  of  Bengal  for 
thdr  afEllance.  The  following  letter  which 
he  addreffed  to  the  Governor-General,  Lord 
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Gornwallis,  on  this  fubje<a,  Contains  all  the 
explanations  neceflary. 

MY  LORD,  '  ■     '■ 

It  has  long  been  my  wifh  to  addrefs 
the  government  of  thfe  Britifh  dominions  in 
India  on  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  among 
the  natives  of  Bengal  and  Bahar,  a  fubjeift  of 
equal  importance  to  the  appellate  jurifdiftion 
of  the  fupreme  court  at  Calcutta,  where  the 
judges  are  required  by  the  legiflature  to  de- 
cide controverfles  between  Hindu  and  Mo- 
hammedan parties,  according  to  their  re- 
ipeftive  laws  of  contrads,  and  of  fucceffion 
to  property  ;  they  had,  I  believe,  fo  decided 
them,  in  moft  cafes  before  the  ftatute  to  which 
I  allude,  had  paiFed ;  and  the  parliament 
only  confirmed  that  mode  of  decifion,  which' 
the  obvious  principles  of  juftic^  had  led  them 
before  to  adopt.  Nothing  indeed  could  be 
moreobviouflyjuft,  than  to  determine  private 
contefts  according  to  thofe  laws,  which  the 
parties  themfelves  had  ever  confidered  as  the 
rules  of  their  conduct  and  engagements  in  civil 
life ;  nor  could  any  thing  be  wifer,  than,  by 
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a  ieglflative  a£t,  to  aflure  the  Hindu  and 
Muflulman  fubjedls  of  Great  Britain,  that  the 
private  laws  which  they  feverally  held  facred> 
and  a  violation  of  which  they  would  have 
thought  the  moft  grievous  oppreflion,  Ihould 
not  be  fuperieded  by  a  new  fyftem  of  which 
they  could  have  no  knowledge,  and  which" 
they  muft  have  confidered  as  Impofed  on  them 
by  a  fpirit  of  rigour  and  intolerance. 

So  farvthe  principle  of  decifion  between  the 
native  parties  .in  a  caufe  appears  perfedtly 
clear;  but  the  difficulty  lies  (as  in  moft  other 
cafes)  in- the  application  of  the  principle  to 
pfradlice ;  for,  the  Hindu  and  Muflulman  laws 
are  locked  up  for  the  moft  part  in  two  very 
difficult  languages,  Sanfcrit  and  Arabic,  which 
few  Europeans  will  ever  learn,  becaufe  neither 
of  them  leads  to  any  advantage  in  worldly 
purfuits :  and  if  we  give  judgment  only  from 
the -Opinions  of  the  native  lawyers  and  fchof 
lars,  we  can  never  be  fure,  that  we  have  not 
been  deceived  by  them. 

It  would  be  abfurd  and  unjuft  to  pafs  an 
indifcriminate  cenfure  on  fo  confiderable  a 
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body  of  men  ;  but  my  experierice  juftifies  me 
in  declaring,  tbat'  T  could  not  with  an   eafy 
Gonfcience concur  in'adecilion,  merely  on  the 
written   opinion  of  native  lawyers!,   in  atty 
caufe  in  which  they  could'  havfe  the  remotiefl: 
intereft   in  hiifleading   the  court;  nor,  how 
vigilant  foever  we  might  be,  would  it  be  very 
difficult  for  them  to  miilead  us ;   for  a  fi'ngle 
obfcure  text,  explained  by  themffelves,  might . 
be  quoted  as  exprefs  authority,   though  per- 
haps in  the  very  book  from  which  it  was'  fe- 
leded,  it  might  be  differently  explained  ot 
introduced  only  for  the  purpofe  of  being  ex- 
ploded.    The  obvious .  remedy  for  this  evil 
had  occurred  to  me   before  I  left  England, 
where  I  had  communicated  my  fentiments  to 
fome  friends  in  parliament,  and  on  the  bench 
in  Weflminfter-Hall,  of  whofe  difcernment  I 
had  the  higheft  opinion  :  and  thofe  fentiments 
I   propofe  to   unfold  in  this  letter,  with  as 
much  brevity  as  the  magnitude  of  the  fub- 
ject  will  admit. 

If  we  had  a  complete  dl'geft  of  Hindu  and 
Mohammedan  laws,  after  the  model  of  Juf- 
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tiniaa's  ineftimable  pahde(3:&,  qorripiled  hf  the 
mpft  Learned  of  the  natrive  lawyers,  with  an 
accurate  verbal  tranfl^tion  of  it  into -Englifh  j 
and  if  copies  of  the  work  were  depofited  ini 
the  proper  offices  of  the  Sedr  Divani  Adaulat*, 
md  of  the  fupreme  court,  that  they  might 
pccafionally  be  confultedi  as  a  ftandar>d  of  juf- 
tice,  we  fhould  rarely  be  at 'a  Ibfs  for  prin- 
ciples at  leaftj  and  rules;  of,  law  applicable  to 
the  cafes  before  us,  and  fhaiild  never  perhaps 
be  led  aftray  by  the  pundits  or  maulavis,  who 
would  hardly  venture  to  impofe  on  us,  when 
their  impofitipn  might  fo  eafily  be  deteded. 
The  great  work,  jof  which  Juftinian  has  "the 
credit,  confifts   of  texts   collected  from  law 
bpqk§  of  approved  authority,  which  In  his 
time  were  extant  at  Rome,  and  thofe  texts 

ti* 

are  digefted  according  to  a  fcientifical  ana- 
lyfis ;  the  names  of  the  original  authors,  and 
the  titles  of-theirfeveral  books,  being  c6n- 
^antly  cited  with, references  even  to  the  parts 
of  their  Jvorks,  from  which  the  different 
palTages  were  feledted :  but.  ahhough  it  com- 
*.The  court  of  appeals  in  civil 'suits. 
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ptfeheiids  the  ^kqli  fyftem  of  jurlfprudence; 
public,  private,  and  criminal,  yet  that  vaft 
compilation  was  finiflicd,  we  are  told,  in  three 
years ;  it  bears  mar^s  unqueftioriably  of  great 
precipitation,  and  of  a  defire  to  gratify  the 
Emperor  by  quickriBf&oof  -  difpatch ;  but  with 
all  its  imperfedions,  it  is  a  moft  valuable 
mnie  of  judicial  knowledge,  it  giVes  law  at; 
this  hour  to  the  .g'feateft  part  of  Europe,  and, 
though  few  Englifh  lawyers  dare  make  fueh 
an  acknowledgement^  it  is  the  true  fourcei-  of 
nearly  all  our  Englifh  laws,  that,  are  not  of  a 
feudal  origin.  It  would  not  be  unworthy  of 
a  Britifh  govetntnent,  to  -give  the  natitres  of 
thefe.  Indian  provinces  a  permanent  fecurity 
for  the  due  a^Kwiiftration  of  juftice  among 
them,  fimilar  to  that  which  Juftinian  gave  t(J 
his  Greek  and  Ror^n  fubjedts :  but  our  com* 
pilation  would  require  far  lefs  labour,  and 
might  be  completed  with  far  greater  exadtnefs 
in  as  fhort  a  tira^C)  fmce  it  would  be  confined . 
to  the  laws  df  contracts  and  inheritances,  which 
are  of  the  moft  extenfive  ufe  in  private  life, 
and  to  which  the  legiflature  has  liftiited  the 
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dccifions  of  the  fupreme  court  in  caufes  be-- 
tween  native  parties;  the  labour  of  the  work 
would  alfo  be  greatly  diminifhed  by  two  com" 
pilations  already  made  in  Sanfcrit  and  Ara- 
bic, which  approach  nearly  in  merit  and  in 
method,  to  the  digeft  of  Jiiftinian :  the  firft 
was  compofed  a  few  centuries  ago  by,  a  Brah- 
man of  this  province,  named  Raghunanderiy 
and   is  comprifed  in  twenty-feven  books  at 
leaft,  on  every  branch  of  Hindu  law :  the 
fecond,  which   the    Arabs  called  the  Indian 
dectjions,  is  known  here  by  the  title  of  i^^- 
taweb  Aalemgiri^  and  was  compiled  by  the 
order  of  y^urangzebj  in  five  large  volumes,  of 
which  I  poflefs  a  perfedt   and  well-collated, 
copy.     To   tranflate   thefe    immenfe   works 
would  be  fuperfluous  labour;   but  they  will 
greatly  facilitate  the  compilation  of  a  digeft 
'  on   the   laws   of  inheritance  and  contracts  j 
and  the  code,  as  it  is  called,  of  Hindu  law, 
which  was  compiled  at  the   requeft  of  Mr. 
Haftings,  will  be  ufeful  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
though  it  by  no  means  obviates  the  difficulties 
before  ftated,  nor  fuperfedes  the  neceffity  gp 
Life—V.  II.  L 
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the'  expedience  at  leafl:  of  a  more  ample  re- 
pertory of  Hindu  laws,  efpecially  on  the 
twelve  different  contradls,  to  which  Ulpian 
has  given  fpecific  names,  2n4  on  all  the  others, 
which,  though;  not  fpecifically  named,  are 
reducible  to  four  general  heads.  The  laft- 
mentioned  vvork  is  entitled  Vivadantavafetu, 
and  corififts,  like  the  Romaa  digefts,  of  au- 
thentic t^xts,  with  the  names  of  their  fevqral 
authors  regularly  prefixed  to  them,  and  ex- 
plained, where  an  explanation  is  requifite,  in 
fhort  notes  taken  from  con^meiitaries  of  high 
authority  :  it  is,  as  far  as  it  goes,  a  very  ex- 
cellent work;  but  though  it  appear  extremely 
dilFufe  on  fubjefts  rather  curious  than  ufeful, 
and  though  the  chapter  on  inheritances  be 
copious  and  exact,  yet  the  other  important 
branch  of  jurifprudehce,  the  law  of  contrafts, 
is  very  fuccindly  and  fuperficially  difcufled, 
and  bears  an  inconfiderable  proportion  to  the 
reft  of  the  work.  But  whatever  be  the  merit 
of  the  original,  the  tranflation  of  it  has  no  au-. 
thority,  and  is  of  no  other  ufe  than  to  fuggeft 
enquiries  on  the  many  dark  paflages  which  we 
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find  in  It ;  properly  fpeaking,  indeed,  we  can- 
not call  it  a  tranflation ;  for  though  Mr. 
Halhed  performed  his  part  with  fidelity,  yet 
the  Perfian  interpreter  had  fupplied  him  only 
with  a  loofe  injudicious  epitome  of  the  ori- 
ginal Sanfcrit,  in  which  abftradt  many  elTen- 
tialpaflages  are  omitted  ;  though  feveral  notes 
of  little  confequence  are  interpolated,  from 
'a  vain  idea  of  elucidating  or  improving  the. 
text.  All  this  I  fay  with-  confidence,  having 
already  perufed  no  fmall  part  of  the  original 
with  a  learned  pundit,  comparing  it  as  I  pro- 
ceeded, with  the  Englifh  verfion.  Having 
fhewn  therefore  the  expedience  of  a  new 
compilation  for  each  fyftem  of  Indian  law, 
I  beg  leave  to  flate  the  difficulties  which  mull 
attend  the  work,  and  to  fuggeft  the  means  of 
removing  them. 

The  difficulty  which  firft  prefents  itfelf,  is 
the  expenfe  of  paying  the  pundits  and  maulavis 
who  muft  compile  -the  digeft,  and  the  native 
writers  who  muft  be  employed  to  tranfcribe 
it.  Since  tvfo  province^  are  immediately 
under  this   government,   in   each  of  which 
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there  are  many  cujlomary  laws,  it  would  be 
proper  to  employ  one  pundit  of  Bengal  and; 
another  from  Behar;  and  fince  there  are 
two  Mohammedan  (tSts,  who  differ  in  regard 
to  many  traditions  from  their  Prophet,  and 
to  fome  decifions  of  their  refpecSive  doftorsj 
it  might  be  thought  equally  proper  to  engage 
one  maulavi  of  each  icQ.;  and  this  mode  would 
have  another  advantage,  fmce  two  lawyers 
conferring  freely  together  on  fundamental 
principles  common  to  both,  would  affift,  di-j 
red:,  and  check  each  other  *. 

Although  I  can  have  no  perfonal  intereft, 
immediate  or  confequential,  in  the  work  pro-r 
pofed,  yet  I  would  cheerfully  have  borne  the 
whole  expenfe  of  it,  if  common  prudence  had 
not  reftrained  me,  and  if  my  private  eftablifh-. 
ment  of  native  readers  and  writers,  which  I 
cannot  with  convenience  difcontinue  at  pre- 
fent,  did  not  require  more  than  half  of  the 
monthly  expenfe,  which  the  completion  of  a 
digefl:  would,  in  my  ppinion,  demand.     I  am 

*  A  passage  relating  to  the  remuneration  of  the  na, 
tives  to  be  employed,  is  here  omitted. 
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lihder  a  neceffity  therefore  of  intimating,  that 
if  the  work  be  thought  expedient,  the  charges 
of  it  fhould  be  defrayed  by  the  government, 
and  the  falaries  paid  by  their  officers.     The 
jfecond  difficulty  is,  to  find  a  dire6tor  of  the 
work  and  a  tranflator  of  it,  who  with  a  com- 
petent knowledge  of  the  Sanfcrit  and  Arabic, 
has  a  general  acquaintance  with  the  principles 
of  jurifprudence,  and  a  fufficient  Ihare  even  of 
legiflative  fpirit,  to  arrange  the  plan  of  a  di- 
geft,  fuperintend  the-  compilation  of  it,  and 
render  the  whole,  as  it  proceeds,   into  per- 
fpicuous  Englilh  ;  fo  that  even  the  tranflation 
may  acquire  a  degree  of  authority  proportion- 
ed to  the  public  opinion  of  his  accuracy.  Now, 
though  I  am  truly  confcious  of  pofleffing  a 
very  moderate  portion  of  thofe  talents,  which 
I  fhould  require  in  the  fuperintendant  of  fuch 
a  work,  yet  I  may  without  vanity  profefs  my- 
felf  equal  to  the  labour  of  it;  ancl  though  I 
would  much  rather  fee  the  work  well  con- 
dudled  by  any  man  than  myfelf,  yet  I  would 
rather  give  myfelf  the  trouble  of  it,  than  not 
live  to  fee  it  conduded  at  all ;  and  I  cannot 
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but  know,  that  the  qualifications  required  even 
in  the  low  degree  in  which  I  poflefa  thenl, 
are  not  often  found  united  in  the  fame  per- 
fon,  for  a  reafon  before  fuggefted.  If  your 
Lordftiip,  therefore,  after  full  confideration  of 
the  fubjea,  fhall  be  of  opinion,  that  a  digeft 
of  Hindu  and  Mohammedan  laws  would  be  a 
work  of  national  honour  and  utility ; — I  fo 
cherilh  both,  that  I  offer  the  natibn  my  hum-^ 
ble  labour  as  far  as  I  can  difpofe  of  my  time 
confidently  with  the  faithful  difcharge  of  my 
duty  as  a  magiftrate  :  fhould  this  offer  be  ac- 
cepted, I  fhould  then  requeft  your  Lordlhip 
to  nominate  the  pundits  and  maulavis,  to 
whom  I  would  feverally  give  a  plan  conform- 
able to  the  befl  analyfis  that  I  could  make ; 
and  I  fhould  be  able,  if  my  health  continued 
firm,  to  tranflate  every  morning,  before  any 
other  bufinefs  is  begun,  as  much  as  they  could 
compile,  and  the  writers  copy  in  the  preced- 
ing day.  The  Dhermqfajtrd^  or  facred  code 
of  the  Hindus,  confifls  of  eighteen  books,  th^ 
.  firft  of  which  would  in  any  age  or  nation  be 
thought  a  wonderful  performance  i  both  th^ 
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firft  and  fecond  have  excellent  commentaries 
of  great  authority,  hut  the  other  fixteen  are 
too  eafy  to  need  elucidation :  the  works  of 
MehUi  of  Tagyawakia,  and  moft  of  th6 
others  are  in  blank  verfe,  but  that  of  Gau- 
tam  is  in  modulated  profe  ;  befides  thefe,  the 
Hindus  have  many  ftandard  law-tracts  with 
their  feveral  commentaries,  and  among  theiii 
a  fine  treatife  oa  inheritances  by  Jemutavahan, 
to  which  our  pundits  often  refer  ;  though  on 
that  fubjedt,  the  -^otk  of  Raghunanden  feems 
to  be  more  generally  approved  in  this  prd^ 
vince.  Thfe  Muflblmans,  befides  a  few  ge- 
neral rulds  in  the  Koran,  and  a  number  of 
traditional  maxims  delivered  from  their  Pro- 
phet, and  his  companions  through  the  fag;es 
of  their  law,  together  with  the  opinions  of 
the  celebrated  lawyers  preferved  by, their  dif- 
.qiples,  have  two  incomparable  little  tradts, 
one  by  Surajuddin^  and  the  other  "by  Alku- 
duri ;  the  former  on  fucceffipn  only,  and  the 
other  on  contradsj  alfo  with  comments  on 
each,  and  other  comments  on  them  ;  not  to 
mention  fome  other  trails  of  acknowledged 
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authority,  and  large  colledions  of  decifion  hi 
particular  cafes.  All  thefe  books  may>  I  fup- 
pofe,  be  procured  with  eafe  ;  and  fome  of  the 
jnoft  rare  among  them  are  in  my  pofleffion  ; 
mine  I  would  lend  with  pleafure  to  the  pun- 
dits and  maulavis,  if  they  happened  to  be 
unprovided  with  good  copies  of  them,  and 
my  example  would,  I  perfuade  myfelf,  be 
followed  on  fuch  an  occafiOn  by  other  col- 
lectors of  Eaflern  manufcripts,  both  n^lives 
and  Europeans.  This  is  all  that  appears  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  written  on  the  fubje£t,  with 
which  I  began  this  addrefs  to  your  Lordfhip; 
■'I  could  not  have  exprefled  myfelf  more  con- 
cifely  jvjthout  fome  obfcurity ;  and  to  have 
enlarged  ©n  the  technical  plan  of  the  work 
whieh  I  have  propofed,  would  have  been 
•fuperfluous. 

•1  have  the  h6nour  to  be,  &c. 

William  Jones. 

Calcutta,  March  19,  1788.  '^  - 

A  propofal  fuch  as  the  letter  of  Sir  William 
Jones  contains,  could  not  fail  of  receiving  that 
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attention  which  it  merited,  from  the  nobler 
man^   who   prefided  in  the    government  of 
India.     Fully  fenfible   of  the   utility  of   a 
digeft  of  Hindu  and  Mohammedan  law,  in 
facilitating  what  he  was  ever  anxious  to  pro- 
.mote,  the  due  adminiftration  of  juflice  to  the 
native  fubjeds  of  the  Britifh  empire  in  Hin- 
duftan,  the  Marquis  Cornwallis  confidered  the 
accomplifhment  of  the  plan,  as  calculated  tp 
reflect  the  higheft  honour  upon  his  admi- 
niftration.  The  anfwer  to  Sir  WiUiam  Jones, 
written  by  his  diretftion,  exprefled  this  fen- 
timent  with  a  declaration,  that  his  Lordfhip 
deemed  it.fingularly  fortunate,  that  a  perfon 
fo  .eminently  quaUfied  for  the  tafk,  fhould, 
from  principles  of  general  beneyolence  and 
public  fpirit,  be  induced  to  engage  in  an  un- 
dertaking, as  arduous  as  it  was  beneficial. 

With  this  fandtion.  Sir  William  Jones  im- 
mediately entered  upon  the  executioii  of  the 
.  work,  and  having  feledted  with  the  greateft 
care,  from  the  moft  learned  Hindus  and  Mo- 
hammedans, a  fufficient  numbei:  of  perfons 
duly  qualified  for  the  tafk  of  compilation,  he 
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traced  the  plan  of  the  digeft,  prefcribed  iti 
arrangement,    and    painted    out   the   manu- 
fcripts  from  which  it  was  to  be 'formed- 

From  a  feries  of  letters  addrefled  to  the 
compiler  of  thefe  memoirs  on  the  fubje£t  of 
the  digeft,  a  large  feledion  might  be  made  re- 
lating to  It ;  but  as  they  cannot  be  intereftlhg 
to  my  readers  in  general,  I  fhall  not  interrupt 
the  narrative  by  their  introduftion. 

At  the  period  when  this  work  was  under- 
taken by  Sir  William  Jones,  he  had  not  re- 
fided  in  India  more  than  ^  four  years  and  a 
half;  during  which  time,  he  had  not  only 
acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  San- 
fcrit  language,  but  had  extended  his  reading 
in  it  fo  far^  as  to  be  qualified  to  form:  a  judg- 
ment upon  the  merit  and  authority  of  the 
authors  to  be  ufed  in  the  compilation  of  his 
wbrk ;  and  although  his  labour  was  only  ap- 
|)liied  to  the  difpofition  of  mate-rials  already 
formed,  he  was  enabled  hy  hi^  .previous 
fludies  to  givp^  them  an  arrangement  fuperidr 
to  any  exifting,  and  which  the  learned  natives 
themfeWes  approved  and  admired.     In  the 


loo 

dlfpenfations  of  Providence,  it  may  be  re- 
marked, as  an  occurrence  of  no  ordinary- 
nature,  that  the  profeflbrs  of  the  Braminical 
faith  fhould  fo  far  renounce  their  referve  and 
diftruft,  as  to  fubmit  to  the  direction  of  a 
native  of  Europe,  for  compiling  a  digeft  of 
their  qwn  laws. 

I  now  prefent  the  reader  with  the,  cor- 
refpondence  of  Sir  William  Jones,  during 
the  remainder  of  1788  and  the  following- 
year,  without  interruption. 

The  firft  letter  refers  to  a  fubje(9;,  difcufled 
in  a  conference  between  the  executive  go- 
vernment of  Bengal  and  the  judges,  on  the 
fubje£t  of  the  policer  at  Calcutta,  which  re- 
quired great  reformation.  The  eftablifhment 
of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  had  fu- 
perfeded  the  former  local  jurifdi(9:ions  at 
Fort- William,  without  making  fufficient  pro- 
vifions  for  the  police  of  the  town  5  and  th^ 
fubjecl,  difcufled  at  the'  conference,  >va8  that 
of  an  application  to  the  legiflature  of  Great 
Britain  for  power  to  eftablifh  an  efficient 
jjolice.     If  the  recollection  of  the  writer  of 
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thefe  memoirs  does  hot  deceive  him.  Sir 
William  mifunderftood  the  refult  of  the  con- 
ference, and,  under  this  impr'effion,,  Addrefled 
to  him  the  following  letter^  which  ftrongly 
marks  his  attachment  to  the  conftitution  of 
his  own  country,  and  deferves  on  this  account^ 
as  well  as  for  other  opinions  exprefTed  in  it> 
to  be  recorded.  His  fuggeftions  were  adopt- 
ed in  the  application  to  parliament,  and  con-* 
firmed  by  its  fan£tion.  ' 

Sir  WilUdm  'Jones  to  J.  Shore,  Efq. 

Feb.  7,  1788. 

'  1  avail  'myfelf  of  an  hour's  leifure,  to 

throw  upon  papef,  a  few  thoughts  on  the 
iubje(3;  of  our  late  conference,  concerning  an 
application  to  the  legiflature,  for  a  power  of 
.fummary  conviSiion  and  pumjhment  in  Calcutta* 
^..  The  concurrence  or  diflent  of  an  indi- 
vidual, who  is  not  a  member  of  an  executive 
government,  ought  to  have  fo  little  w^eight, 
that  I  would  not  have  obtruded  my  opinion, 
if  it  had  not  been  afked  :  but  it  would  ill  be- 
come me  to  concur  in  an  application  to  pai> 
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Ikrnent,  for  a  power,  the  granting  of  which, 
if  I  were  myfelf  in  parliament,  I  ihould  hold 
it  my  duty  to  oppofe. 

The  difficulty  of  which  we  all  feemed  fen- 
fible,  arifes  from  a  fuppofed  neceffity  of  de= 
viating  from  the  fpirit  and  form  of  Englifh 
judicature  in  criminal  cafes ;  yet  the  Englifli 
form  has  been  approved  by  the  wjfdom  of  a 
thoufand  years,  and  has  been  found  effe6lual 
In  the  great  cities  of  England,  for  the  good 
order  and  government  of  the  moft  high' 
minded,  active,  and  reftlefs  people  that  exifts 
on  earth. 

I  could  eafily  demonftrate,  that  the  criminal 
code  of  our  nation,  is  fully  fufficient  to  punilh 
every  temporal  wrong,  and  redrefs- every  tern* 
poral  eyil,  that  can  injure  the  public  or  in-r 
dividiials,  and  a  Pritifli  tribunal,  for  punifhr' 
ment  of  religious  offences  by  Hindus  op 
Muflulmans,  would  not  only  be  an  inquill^ 
tion  of  the  moft  extraordinary  kind,  but 
would,  I  am  perfuaded,  be  ofFenfive  in.  the 
beginning,  and  oppreffive  in  the  end,  to  thg 
i^atives  gf  both  religion. 


The  queftlon  is  then  reduced  to  this  :  i* 
it  abfolutely  neceflarj  to  convi6l  and  punifli 
offenders  in  Calcutta  without  a  Jury  ?  if  it  be, 
we  nuift  follow  the  example  of  Solon,  who 
enadted  fuch  laws  as  were,  though  not  the 
beft  in  themfelves,  yet  the  beft  that  circum- 
fiaAces  would  admit.     I  am  not   convinced 
that  fuch  a  neceffity  exifts,  and  ftrongly  in- 
cline to  think  it  does  not.     The  evil  to  be 
remedied  is  the  fmail  number  of  magiftrates ; 
the  obvious  remedy  is  to  appoint  a  greater 
numlier.     If  the  legiflature  therefore  would 
give  the  Governor  in  council,  a  power  to  ap- 
point from  fix  to  twelve  juftices  of  the  peace, 
thofe  juftices  would   (under  the  dire£tion  of 
government)   appoint  fubordinate  peace   of- 
ficers, whofe  legal  powers  are  very  confidera- 
ble  yet  accurately  defined  ;  but  2l  fuperintend- 
ant  of  the  police,  is  an  officer,  unknown  to  our 
fyftem,  borrov\fed  from  a  foreign  fyftera,  or 
at  lead  fuggefting  the  idea  of  a  foreign  con- 
llitution,  and  his  powers  being  dark  and  un- 
defined, are    thofe  which  our  law  moft.  ab- 
jftors.     The  j uflices  would  hold  a  feflion  every 
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quarter   of  a   year;    without  troubling  the 
members   of  government,   who   have  other 
avocations  ;  fo  that  in  every  year  there  would 
be  fix  feflions  for  adminiftering  criminal  juf- 
ticej  but  then  comes  the  great  queftion,  how 
could  the  juries  be  fupplied  without  injury 
to   thofe   who   ihduld   fit   on   them?  Now, 
without  urging  that  fome  occafional  trouble, 
and  perhaps  lofs,  are  the  fine  which  Englifli- 
men   pay   for   their  freedom ;  without  inti- 
mating that  but  a  few  years  ago,  an  applica- 
tion to  parliament  was  made,   among  other 
objedts,  for  a  trial  by  jury  in  all  cafes,  even 
in    Calcutta ;    without   contending,    that    if 
fummary  convictions  be  once  made  palatable, 
we  fhould  gradually  lofe  our  reUfh  for  the 
admirable  mode  oftrial,  on  which  our  common 
liberties    at   home   almoft    wholly    depend ; 
without  ramblingj  a  moment  from  the  point 
before  us,  I  conceive  that  three  hundred  per- 
fons  qualified  to  ferve  on  petty  juries,  would 
be  far  more  than  fuffieient  to  divide  the  trou- 
ble with  convenience  to  themfeives,  and  be- 
nefit to  the  community. 
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On  the  whole,  the  annual  burthen  on  each 
individual,  efpecially  if  a  kind  of  rotation 
were  obferved,  or  even  if  the  chance  of  a 
ballot  werd  taken,  would  be  too  inconfiderable 
to  weigh  a  feather  againft  the  important  ob- 
jedl  of  fupporting  fo  excellent  a  mode  of 
trial. 

After  all,  are  we  fure  that  the  Britifli  fub- 
je£ts  in  Calcutta,  would  be  better  pleafed 
than  myfelf  with  any  flur  upon  the  co'nfti- 
tutiorial  trial  by  jury  ?  and  as  to  the  natives, 
befides  the  policy  of  allowing  them  all  the 
beneficial  efFetts  of  our  judicature,  (and  that 
a  trial  by  twelve  men,  inftead  of  one,  with 
a  power  of  exceptions  is  a  benefit,  muft  be 
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granted  by  all,)  I  rather  think  that  the  in- 
habitants  of  a  Britifh  town,  owing  local  al- 
legiance, are  entitled  to  the  local  advantage 
Gf  being  tried  by  "a  Britifh  form.  In  all 
events,  if  it  be  a  benefit,  they  ought  not  to 
be  deprived  of  it  without  fome  greater  public 
good  to  compenfate  the  private  injuftice,  than 
would  refult,  I  apprehend,  from  the  power 
of  fummary  convidion,  if  it  were  exercifecj 
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by  nieii,  whofe  monthly  gains  would  "depend 
on  the  number  of  complaints  made,  and  of 
fines  levied. 

I  am  confident  thereforgj  after  mature  de'- 
.  liberation,  that  nothing  more  is  to  be  defired 
than  a  power  in  this  government,  of  appoint- 
ing juftices  of  peace  by  annual  commiffions  ; 
and  thefe  being  my  fentiments,  I  rely  on 
your  friendflaip,  fo  long  and  fo  conftantly 
manifefted,  that  if  it  fhould  be  thought  pro- 
per to  mention  the  concurrence  of  the  judges, 
you  will  remember  that  their  concurrence 
was  not  unanimous. 


I  could  eafily  haxe/aid  all  this  and  more, 
but  I  chofe  this  mode  through  delicacy  and 
fear  of  giving  pain.  .  Farewell,  and  as  I 
efteem  you,  fo  efteem,  dear  Sir, 

Your  ever  affeftionate,  &c. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  J.  Shore,  Efq. 

Gardens,  1788. 

I  thank  you  heartily,  my  dear  Sir,  for 

every  part  of  your  letter,  and  for  your  firings 

of  Oriental  genis,  both  for  the  Durr  and  the 
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by  the  fide  of  the  hads... 

Your  quotations  from  the  elegies  of  Wafhi 
are  fweetly  pathetic  ;  but  I  will  not  detain 
your  fervant  by  more  bbfervations.  Saconr 
tala,  will  hardly  be  finilhed  before  I  go  to 
my  cotta,ge ;  happy  fhall  I  be  if  your  occu- 
pations allow  you  to  pafs  a  few  days  near  it. 
Adieu. 

Sir  WiUiam  yones  to  J..  Shore,  Efq. 

Gardens,  1788, 
The  verfes  are  worthy  of  Catullus, 
and  in  his  manner ;  they  would  appear  well 
in  Hendecajyllables.  I  will  think  at  Tome 
Teifure  moment  of  giving  th^m  a  Perfian 
"drefs  •  according  "to  your  hints.  I  rejoice  that 
you  have  it  iii  your  power  to  relieve  your 
mind  by  poetical  imagery;  it  Is  the  true  ufc 
of  the  fine  arts. 

I  have  been  reading  cafes  for  a  judgment 
on  Tuefday,  from  nine  o'clock  till  pall  two. 
— Farewell.  ' 

*  An  Oriental  expression  for  fvose  and  verse. 


Sir  William  Jones  to  Dr.  Patrick  Rujfel. 

Crishna-nagur,  Sept.  24,  1788. 
I  have  afted  like  thofe  libertines  who 
defer  repentance  till  the  hour  of  death,  and' 
then  find  that  they  have  not  time  to  repent. 
Thus  I  deferred  the  pleafure  of  anfwering 
letters  till  the  vacation,  but  found  the  term' 
and  feffion  fo  long,  that  I  have  fcarce  any 
vacation  at  all.  1  muft  therefore  ■write  very 
laconically,  thanktft^  you  heartily  for  your 
kind  letters,  and  very  curious  papers  in  na- 
tural hiftory,  wifhing  that  the  public  may 
foon  gather  the  fruit  of  your  learned  laboutsv 

The  bulinefs  of  the  court  thi-s  yfiaf,  has 
left  me  no  leifure  to  examine  fldwe'rs  at 
Criflinai-nagur^  The  Jija  is  never  in  blof- 
fom  when  I  am  here ;  but  though  it  has 
fomething  of  the  form  of  the  caSius^jzl  I 
imagine  from  the  milk  of  it,  that  it  is  an 
Euphorbia.         '  ^'^'^•'■ 

With  all  my  exertions  I  cannot  procure 
any   frefh  fpikenard ;    but  I  will  riot'defift. 

*'     M  2 
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I  have  two  native  phyficlans  In  my  family, 
but  they  have  only  feen  it  in  a  dry  ftate. 

I  am  very  forry  0  find  that  you  are  leav- 
ing us,  as  I  have  no  chance  of  feeing  Europe 
till  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century.  I 
wifh  you  and  your  brother  and  his  family  a 
profperous  and  fpeedy  voyage.  It  is  im- 
poffible  for  me  to  write  more  than  Yive, 
va]e! 

Sir  WilKam  Jones  to  Thomas  Caldkott^  Efq, 

Sept.^^,  1788. 
We  had  IncefTant  labour  for  fix  hours^ 
a  day,  for  three  whole  months,  in  the  hot 
feaifon  between  the  tropics,  and,  what  is  a 
fad  confequence  of  long  fittings,  we  have 
fcarcely  any  vacation.  I  can  therefore  only 
write  to  you  a  few  lines  this  autumn.  Before 
your  brother  fent  me  Lewifdon  Hill,  I  had 
read  it  twice  aloud  to  different  companies,  with 
great  delight  to  myfelf  and  to  them :  thank 
the  author  in  my  name.  I  believe  his  name- 
lefs  rivulet  is  called  Bret  or  Brit^  (whence 
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'BrUpsrt)  by  Michael  Draytoo,  who  defcribes 
the  fruitful  Marlhwood.        *       *       *       * 

Pray  aflure  all  who  care  for  me,  or  whom 
I  am  likely  to  care  for,  that  I  never,  direftly 
or  indireftly,  afked  for  the  fucceffion  to  Sir 
E.  Impey,  and  that,  if  any  indifcreet  friend 
of  mine  has  aiked  for  it  in  my  name,  the  re- 
queft  was  not  made  by  my  defire,  and  never 
would  have  been  made  with  my  aflent. 

-  *'  Co'  magnanimi  pochi, «  chi  '1  ben  piace," 
I  have  enough,  but  if  1  had  not,  I  think  an 
ambitious  judge  a  very  difhonourable  and  mif- 
chievous  ehara^er.  Befides,  I  never  would 
have  oppofed  Sir  R.  Chambers,  who  has  been 
my  friend  twenty-five  years,  and  Wants  mo- 
ney, which  I  do  not. 

I  have  fixed  ori  the  year  i8oo  for  my  re- 
turn towards  Europe,  if  I  live  fo  long,  and 
hope  to  begin  the  new  century  aufpicioufly 
among  my  friends  in  England. 
'  P.  S.  Since  I  wrote  my  letter,  I  have  amuf- 
ed  myfelf  with  compofing  the  annexed  ode  to 
Abundance.*  I  took  up  ten  or  twelve  hours 
*  Works,  vol.  xiii.  p.  289. 
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to  eompofe'  and  copy  it ;  but  I  muft ,  now 
leave  poetry,  and  return  for  ten  months  to 
J.  N.  and  J.  S. 

Sir  William  "Jones  to  George  Harding^  Efq. 
v'ui.*'  Sept, 1^^  vim. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

,    .  I  am  the  wojcft  and  you  the  beft  eor-. 

refpondent ;  and  I  make  but  a  pitiful  return 

for  your  two  kind  letters  by  afluring   you; 

that  I  find  it  impoffible  to  anfwer  them  fully 

this  feafon.     My   eyes   were  always  weak, 

and   the  glare   of  an    Indian    Iky   has   not 

ftrengthened  them ;  the  little  day-light  I  can 

therefor'e  fpare  from  my  public  duties,  I  muft 

allot  to  fludies  conneded  with  them,  I  mean 

the  fyftems  of  Indian  jurifprudence,  and  the 

two  abtrufe  languages  in  which  the  Hindu 

and  Muffulman  laws  are  written.     -    *         * 
*******         * 

Anna  Maria  is  pretty  well,  and  I  am  con- 
fequently  happy :  my  own  health  is  firm^  and 
excepting  the  ftate  of  hers,  \  have  all  the  hap- 
pinefs  a  mortal  ought  to  have. 


Sir  WMiam  Jones  to  W*  Shipley,  Efq. 

Sept.  27,  1788. 
*  *  *  *       '    *  *        "  * 

*         *  *         *         *  *        My  owa 

health  by  God's  blefling  is  firm,  but  my  eyes 
are  weak,  and  I  am  fo  intent  upon  feeing  the 
digeft  of  Indian  laws  completed,  that  I  de- 
vote my  leifure  almoft  entirely  to  that  objed; 
the  natit^es  are  much  pleafed  with  the  work; 
but  it  is  only  a  preliminary  to  the  fecurity, 
which  I  hope  to  fee  eliablifhed  among  our 
Afiatic  fubje6is. 

The  bufinefs  of  "our  fociety   is  rather  an 
•^''' "' amufement  than  a  labour  to  me;  they  have 
as  yet  publifhed  nothing;  but   have  mate- 
rials for  two  quarto  volumes,  and  will,  I  hope, 
fend  one  to  Europe  next  fpring.     I  lament 
the  fad  effeds  of  party,  or  rather  fadion  in 
your  Maidftone  fociety,    but  hope   (to  ufe  a 
•  •  word  of  Dr.  Johnfon)  that  it  will  redinte- 
grate.    Many  thanks  for  the  tranfa£tions  of 
your  London  fociety,  which  I  have  lent  to  a 
very  learned  and   ingenious   friend,  who  is 
""  piuch  pleafed  with  them. 
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Sir  William  Janes  to  J.  Burnett^  Lord  Mont- 
hoddo, 

Sqit.  24,  17S8. 
The  q-ueftiqns  concerning 
India,  which  you  do  me  the  honour  to 
think  me  capable  of  anfweringj  require 
a  longer  anfwer  than  the  variety,  of  my 
prefent  occupations  allow  me  to  write.  Suf- 
fer me  therefore,  to  inclofe  a  difcourfe  not 
yet  publifhed,  which  naay  give  you  fome  fa- 
tisfa£tion  on  Indian  literature,  and  to  refer 
you  to  the  firfl  volume  of  the  tranfadlions  cif 
our  fociety,  which  will,  I  hope,  be  fent  next 
feafon  to  Europe.  As  my  principal  obje£t  is 
the  jurifprudence;  I  have  not  yet  examined 
the  philofophy  of  the  Brahmans  ;  but  I  have 
feen  enough  of  it  to  be  convinced,  that  th? 
doiSlrines  of  the  Vidanti  fchool  ar?  Platonic, 

Sir  William  Jones  to  J.  Shore^  iLfq. 

Jan.  26,  1789, 

Let  me  trouble  you,  as  you  fee  Co-' 
lonel  Kyd  oftener  than  I  do,  to  give  him  Sir 
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George  Young's  botanical  letter,  whicli  I  an- 
nex. 'I  have  requefted  Colonel  Martin  to 
fend  Sir  George  all  the  feeds  which  he  can 
coUeft,  and  will  co-operate  (as  far  as  my  oc- 
cupations  will  allow)  in  the  plan  of  transfer- 
ring to  the  Weft  Indies,  the.  fpicy  forefts  of 
Afia:  but  I  have  little  time  at  command,  and, 
holding  6very  engagement  facred,  I  jnuft  de« 
vote  my  leifure  to  the  fyftem  of  Afiatic  jurif- 
prudence,  which  I  will  fee  eftabliflied  before 
I  fee  Europe.  It  will  properly  follow  your 
wife  and  humane  defign  of  giving  fecurity  to 
the  property  of  the  natives.  When  you  have 
had  a  copy  taken  of  the  Perfian  Hermit*, 
I  fhall  be  glad  to  borrow  it,  that  my  munjhi 
may  tranfcribe  it.  Could  you  not  find 
fome  leifure  hour  to  explain  an  epifode  of 


*  I  explained  to  Serajelhak,  the  person  mentioned  by 
Sir  William  Jones,  Parnel's  Hermit^  and  he  composed  a 
Persian  poem  on  the  same  subject.  As  it  has  been  fre- 
quently transcribed,  it  might  perhaps,  without  this  ex- 
planation, at  some  future  time  be  considered  the  priginal 
of  Parnel's  poem. 
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Homer 'to  Serajelhak,  that  he  might  try  his 
hand  with  it? 

-%o  Sir  fp'illiam  Jones  to  J.  Shore,  Efq.      ~  ' 

'  1789.' 

io  \  Fleming*  ftiil  keeps  me  a  prifoner, 

and  forbids  my  reading  aloud,  which  ufed  to 
be  >my  chief  amufement  in  the  evening.  I 
tjfjift  you  will  foon  be  well,  and  that  we  fhall 
ere  long  meet.  If  the  man  you  mention  be 
guilty,  I  hope  he  will  be  punifhed  j  I  hate  fa- 
■eouritifm;  and  if  I  had  the  dominions  of 
Ghingis  Khan,  I  would  not  have  one  _  fa- 
Yourite. 

*         *         *         *  -*         * 

The  poem  of  Walhi  has  greatly  delighted 
ijie  ;  it  almoft  equals  Metaftafio's  on  a  fimilar 
fubjedl,  and  far  furp'affes  other  WaJukts-\ 
wjiich  I  have  feen  ;  yet  the  beautiful  fimpli- 
city  of  the  old  Arabs,  in  their  Ihort  elegies, 
appears  unrivalled  by  any  thing  in  Perfian.  I 

;*.  *  His  physician. 

■f-  Wasukt,  the  appellation  of  an  amatory  elegy,  de- 
scriptive of  the  various  tensations  and  passions  excited 
by  love. 
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tranfcrlbe  one  of  them  which  I  have  juft  read 
in  the  Hamafa* :  > 

Cease,  fruitless  tears !  afflicted  bosom,  rest ! 

My  tears  obey,  but  not  my  waunded  breast.    ,     ,     .  , ., 

Ah,  no  !  this  heart^despairing  and  forloi^n. 

Till  time  itself  shall  end,  must  bleed  and  mourn. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  Mr.  Juftlce  Hyde. 

June  5,  1789. 
Though  I  do  not  wifh  to  give  yott 
the  pain  of  fympathizing  (as  I  know  joii 
will  fympathize)  with  me  in  my  prefent  dlf^ 
trefs,  yet  as  you  poffibly  )cnow  it,  and  as  you 
might  think  me  unuftia|iy  dejsdted  when  we 
meet,  I  cannot  forbear  Writing  to  you  ;  efpe- 
cially  as  I  feel  a  kind  of  relief  in  venting  my 
forrow  to  an  approved  friend.  One  or  two 
Englifh  pa:pers  mentioh  the  death  of  Lady 
Jones's  father,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  leave 
me  no  hope  of  its  being  a  ntiftake;  this  I 
have  known  fmce  the  15th  of  May,  but  asj  it 
may  pbflibly  be  untrue,  I  could  not  in  any 
degree  prepare  her  for  the  dreadful  intelli- 
gence. I  have  therefore  taken  effedtual  mea- 
*  The  driginal  is  omitted. 
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fures  to  keep  it  fecret  from  her,  but  it  is  a  fe- 
cret  which  cannot  long  be  kept ;  and  the  bare 
idea  of  the  pang,  which  fhe  too  foon  mufl:  feel, 
and  the/  probable  efFe£ls  of  that  pang  on  her 
delicate  conftitution,  now  particularly  ener- 
vated by  the  hot  feafon,  give  me  a  degree  of 
anguifli,  which  I  never  before  felt*  Mr.  Shore 
has  kindly  promifed  to  take  care,  that  all  her 
letters  by  the  Indiamen  ihall  be  fent  in  a  feal- 
ed  packet  to  me,  that  I  may  fele^t  for  her 
firft  pcrufal  the  letter  from  her  wifeft  friend, 
the  dowager  Lady  Spencer,  whofe  hand- writ- 
ing I  cannot  miftake  j  I  wifli  I  could  fupprefs 
them  all,  but  that  is  impoffible.     The  pain  of , 
lofing  our  parents,  time,  and  time  only,  will 
mitigate ;  but  my  dread  is,  that,  the  firft  fhock 
will  have  fome  terrible  efFedt  on  her  health, 
and  this  fear  haunts  'me  night  and  day.    That 
your  letters  may  contain  the  moft  comfortable 
news,  and  that  I  may  fee  you  on  Wednefday 
in  perfed  health,  is  the  hearty  wifh  of,. 
My  dear  Sir, 
Your  faithful  and  afFedionate 

'  WlLX-lAM    JdNES. 
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Sir  William  'Jones  to  y.  Shore^  Efq. 

June  9,  1789- 
*  *  *  *  *  ♦ 

I  am  glad  Jayadeva*  pleafes  you,  and 

thank  you  for  the  fublime  period  of  Hooker; 

of  which  1  had  only  before  feen  the  firft  part. 

His  idea  of  heavenly  and  eternal  law  is  juft 

and  noble ;  and  human  law  as  derived  from 

it,  muft  partake  of  the  praife  as  far  as  it  is 

perfeftly  adminiftered;  but  corruptio  'optimi 

jit   pejjima,  and  if  the  adminiftration  of  law 

Ihould  ever  be  corrupted,  fome  future  philo- 

fopher  or  orator  will  thus  exhibit  the  reverfe 

of  the  medal. 

*'  Of  law  there  can  be  no  more  acknowledg- 

**  ed,  than  that  her  feat  is  the  ftore-houfe  of 

*'  quirks,  her  voice  the  diflbnance  of  brawls ; 

"  all  her  followers  indeed,  both  at  the  bar  and 

"  below  It,  pay  her  homage,  the  very  leaft  as 

*'  gaining  their  fhare,    and  the   greateft    as, 

"  hoping  for  wealth  and  fame ;  but  kings, 

"  nobles,"  and  people  of  what  condition  foever, 

*  Gitagovinda,  or  the  songs  of  Jayadeva ;  Works,  vol. 
iv.  p.  236. 
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*'  though  each  in  different  fort  and  manner^ 
"  y^t  all  -have  uniformly  found  their  patience 
•*  exh^xifted  by  her  delays,  and  their  purfe  by 
*'  ker  bo\indlefs  demands*  ' 

*  *  *  *  The  parody  was 
fo  obviqus,  that  Icould  not  refrain  from fhew- 
ing  you  the  wrong  fide  of  the  tapeftry,  with 
the -fame  figures  and  flowers,  but' all  maimed 
and  difcoloured. 

Sir  William  yones  to  J.  Shore,  Efq. 

1789. 

We  have  finifhed  the  twentieth,  and 

iaft  book  of  Guicciardini's  Hiftory,  the  moft 

authentic,  I  believe  (may  I  add,  I  fear)  that 

*  The  reader  will  thank  me  for  giving  him  an  oppor-r 
tunity  of  perusing  the  passage,  at  the  close  of  the  first 
book  of  tlie  Ecclesiastical  Polity,  which  Sir  William  Jones 
has  parodied. 

"  Of  law,'  there  can  be  no  less  acknowledged  than  that 
"  her  seat  is  the  bosom  of  God,  her  voice  the  harmony 
"  of  the  world  :  all  things  in  Heaven  and  Earth  do  her 
«  homage,  the  very  least  as  feeling  her  care,  and  the 
♦'  greajxst  as  not  exempted  from  her  power;  both  an- 
"  gels  and  men,  and  creatures  of  what- condition  soever, 
i'  though  each  in  different  sort  and  manner,  yet  all  with 
<«  uniform  consent,  admiring  her  as  the  mother  of  their 
"  peace  and  Joy." 


ever  was  compofed.  I  believe  It,  becaiife  the 
hiftorian  was  an  ador  in  iiis, terrible  drama, 
and  perfonally  knew  the  principal  performers  in 
it ;  and  I  fear  it,  becaufe  it  exhibits  the  woe- 
ful pifkure  of  fociety  in  the  J5th  and  i6th 
'centuries.  If  you  can  fparp  Reid,  we  are  now 
ready  for  him,  and  willreftore  his  two  volumes 
t>n  our  return  from  Grifhna-nagur. 

Wiiien  we  meet,  I  will  give  you  an  accouTvt 
of  my  progrefs  in  detecting  a  moft  impudent 
fraud,  in  forging'  a  S^nfcrit  book  bn  oatl(l',  by 
Hindus,  fmce  I  faw  you.  '^  Tlie  book  has 
been  brought  to  mc,  on  a  few  yellow  Berigal 
leaves  apparently  modern.  ^The  Bi'ahman, 
who  brought  it  from  Sambhu  CJhaudra  Rai, 
faid  it  was  twelve  years  old ;  I  believe  it  had 
not  been  written  twelve  days.  He  faid  the 
original  work  of  Mahadeva  himfelf,  from 
which  the  prohibition  of  fwearing  by  the  wa- 
ter of  the  Ganges  was  extracted,  was  at 
Crifhna-nagur.  I  defired  him  to  tell  Sam- 
bhu Chaudra,^  who  wants  me  to  admit  him  a 
fuitor,  in  forma  pauperis,  without  taking  his 
oath,  that  unlefs  he  brought  me  the  originalji 
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and  that  aj^parently  ancient>  I  flioiild  be  con- 
vinced that  he  meant  to  impofe  upon  me* 

Sir  William  Jones  to  Mr.  Juftlce  Hyde. 

Sept.  13, -1789. 

You  have  given  Lady  Jone&  great 
pleafure,  by  informing  us  from  fo  good  autho- 
rity, that  a  fhip  is  arrived  from  England  ;  fhe 
prefents  you  with  her  beft  compliments. 

Moft  readily  fhall  I  acquiefce  in  any  allevi- 
ation of  Horrebow's*  mifery,  that  you  and 
Sir  Robert  Chambers  fhall  think  juft  and  le- 
gal. I  have  not  one  law  book  with  me,  nor 
if  I  had  many,  fhould  I  perfe£tly  know  where 
to  look  for  a  mitigation  by  the  court  of  a  fen- 
tence,  which  they  pronounced  after  full  con- 
fideration  of  all  its  probable  efFeds  on  the 
perfon  condemned.     I  much  doubt,  whether 

*  This  man,  a  foreigner,  commanding  a  vessel,  trading 
to  Bengal,  was  convicted  before  the  supreme  court  of  ju- 
dicature, of  purchasing  the  cliildren  of  natives,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying -them  out  of  the  country,  and 
selling  them  as  slaves.  It  was  the  first  instance  of  an 
attempt  of  this  kind ;  he  was  prosecuted  by  order  of 
the  government  of  Bengal,  and  since  the  punishment 
inflicted  upon  Horrebow,  the  attempt  has  not  been 
repeated. 
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It  can  legally  ht  doiie ;  nor  do  I  think  the  pe- 
tition ftates  any  urgent  reafon  for  it.  Firft, 
he  mentions  /o^es  already  fujiained  (not  there- 
fore to  be  prevented  by  his  enlargement),  and. 
In  my  opinion,  they  cannot'  eafily  be  more 
than  he  deferves.  Next,  his  wife's  health  may  " 
have  been  injured  by  his  difgrace,  and  may 
not  be:  reftored  by  our  fhortening  the  time  of 
his  confinement,  which,  if  I  remember^  is  al- 
moft  half  expired,  and  was  as  fliort  as  juftice 
tenipered  with  lenity  would  allow.  His  own 
health  is  not  faid  to  be  afFe£ted  by  the  impri- 
,  fbnment  in  fuch  a  place,  at  fuch  a  feafon,  for 
if  it  were  proved  that  he  were  dangeroufly  ill, 
we  mightj  I  fuppofe,  remove  him  to  a  healthier 
place,  or  even  let  him  go  to  fea,  if  able  fur- 
geons  fwore,  that  in  their  ferious  opinion,  no- 
thing elfe  could  fave  his  life.  That  is  by  no 
means  the  cafe,  and  I  confefs  I  have  no  com- 
paffion  for  him  j  my  compaffion  is  for  the 
enflaved  children  and  their  parents.  Never- 
thelefs  I  know  the  benevolence  of  your  heart, 
and  fliall  approve  whatever  you  and  Sir  R.  C 
may  do,  if  any  precedent  can  be  found  or  re- 

Life-\.  II.  N 
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coUeded  of  a  jJowef  in  the  eOurt  todo  what 
is  now  prayed. 

I  am,  &c. 

Prince  J!dam  Cmtirtoryfii  to  Sir  TV.  Jones, 

Sept.  20,  n««. 
It  is  but  a  fortnight  .ago  frace  the 
gentleman,  to  whom  the  moft  flattering  proof 
of  your  kind  remembrance  was  committed, 
delivered  it  into  my  hand.    I  received  it  witha 
joined  fentiment  of  gratitude  and  of  vanity.  It 
will  be  an  eafy  tafk  for  you  to  find  out  why  I 
am  grateful,  and  every  body,  but  yourfelf, 
will  foon  hit  upon  the  reafons,  why  your  hav- 
ing thought  of  me  makes  me  vain. 

The  letter,  the  idea  of  the  man  who  wrote 
it,  the  place  from  whence  it  came,  the  lan- 
guage of  Hafez,  all  th'at  put  together,  fet  my 
imagination  at  once  in  a  blaze,  and  wafted 
me  over  in  a  wifh  from  the  Pole  to  the  In- 
dies. It  has  awakened  a  train  of  ideas,  which 
lay  dormant,  for  a  while,  and  rekindled  my 
fomewhat  forgotten  heat  for  the  Oriental 
mufes,  which  is  not  however  to  be  put  on  tlae 


account  of  iiiconfiaticy,.tut  tomy  liavii^  hesti 
'  cxoffed  in  my  love  for  them,  "Very  near  as  much 
as  Sir  Roger  dc  Goverly  is  faid  to  have  hren, 
in  his  addreflesto  his  unkind  widow.  The  wjet, 
|jroke  out  of  late,  deprived  me  of  my  laft  re- 
fource,  which  was  a  .dervifli  native  of  Sam«r- 
cand,  who  was  jufl:  come  to  live  with  me  in 
the  capacity,  of  munfhi,  his   religious  zeal 
would  not  allow  him  to  continue  out  of  fight 
of  the  Sangzak  Sheriffs  fo  he  haftened  back  to 
his  Tjrethren.     After  the  reception  of  your 
letter  I  grieved  fliU  more  in  feeing  myfelf  de- 
prived of  proper  and  eafy  means  to  cultivate  fa 
interefting  a  branch  of  learning,  and  could  not 
forbear  calling  an  impatient  reflexion  on  that 
warlike  fpirit,  whofe  influence  leaves  nothin]g 
happy,  nothing  undiflurbed.    The  acquifition 
of  a  language  will  always  appear  to  me  much 
more  valuable  than  that  of  a  defert.     The 
fudden  departure  of  my  dervifh  ha«,  I  find, 
foured  my  temper  againfl  conqueft  and  con- 
querors.    I  wifhed  it  virafi  in  my  power  to 
fweeten  it  again  by  the  charms  of  your  inter- 
courfe,  under  the  benign  influence  of  the  cli- 
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mate  you  Inhabit.  How  happy  fliould  I  think 
myfelf  inthe  enjoyment  of  your  leifure  hours, 
in  perufing  a  country  where  every  objedl  is 
worth  dwelling  upon,  in  paying  a  vifit  to  the 
Rajah  of  Kifnagoor,  with  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation  from   your  hand !     But,  whilft; 
with  a  heated  fancy,  I  am  expatiating  on  thofe 
delightful  fubjefts,  I  find  myfelf  in  reality  cir- 
cling in  a  round  of  things  as  little  fuiting  with 
my'  inclination,  as  the  roughnefs  of  the  heaven 
does  with  my  conftitution  ;  for,  quid  frigore 
farmatico  pejus  ?  which  becomes  flill  more  in- 
tolerable) if  you  add  to  it  the  inarSlo  ei'inglo- 
rhis.  labor ^Xo  which  we   are  unfortunately 
doomed.     I  cannot  finifh  this  letter  without 
repeating  to  you  the  warmeft  acknowledge 
ment  of  your  kind  remembrance.     I  fhall  be 
certain  to  prcferve  it  for  ever,  if  the  higheft 
degree  of  efteem  for  your  eminent  qualities 
and  talents,  arid  the  moft  fincere  regard  for 
your  perfon,  are  fufficient  titles  to  enfure  it. 
I  am  invajfiably,  6^c. 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  Sir  Jofepb_  Banks. 

Sept.  n,  1789. 
DEAR  SIR  JOSEPH, 

'  The  feafon  for  paying  my  annual 
epiftolary  rents  being  returned  with  the  rough 
gales  of  the  autumnal  equinox,  I  am  eager  to 
offer  my  tribute,  where  it  is  moft  due,  to  my 
beft  landlord,  who,  inftead  of  claiming,  like 
the  India  company,  lixteen  fhillings  in  the 
pound  for  the  neat  profits  of  my  farm  (I  fpeak 
correctly,  though  metaphorically)  voluntarily 
offers  me  indulgences^  even  if  I  fhould  run  in 
arrears. 

You  have  received,  I  trufl,  the  pods  of  the 
fined  Dacca  cotton,  with  which  the  commer- 
cial refident'  at  that  ftation  fupplied  me,  and 
which  I  fent  by  different  conveyances,  fome 
inclofed  to  yoifrfelf,  fome  to  Sir  George 
Young,  and  fome  by  private  hands.  But  I 
have  always  found  it  fafer  to  fend  letters  and 
fmall  parcels  by  the  public  packet,  than  by 
carelefs  and  inconfiderate  individuals.  I  am 
not  partial  to  the  pryangu,  which  I  now  find 
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is  its  true  name ;  but  Mr.  Shore  found  be^ 
nefit  from  it, ,  and  prflKiured  the  frefh  plants 
from  Arracan,  which  died  unluckily  in  their 
way  to  Calcutta.  But  ferioufl'y,  it  deferves  a 
longer  trial  before  its  tonic  virtues,  if  it  have 
any,  can  be  afcertained.  It  is  certainly  not  fa 
fine,  a  bitter  as  camamile  or  columbo  root. 

I  wifk  politics  at  the  devil,  but  hope  that, 
when  the  King  recovered,  fcienqe  revived^  It 
gives  me  great  pain  to  know,  that  party  as  h 
is  called  (I  call  it  faction,  becaufe  I  hold  party 
to  be  grounded  on  principles,  and  faction  on 
felf-intereft,  which  excludes  all  principle) 
has  found  its  wa  into  a  literary  club,  who 
pieet  reciprocally  to  impart  and  receive  new 
ideas.  I  have  deep-rooted  political  principles, 
which  the  law  taught  me  :  but  I  fhould  never 
think  of  introducing  theup;  among  men  of  fci-. 
ence,  and  if,  on  my  return  to  Europe  ten  or 
twelve  year§  hence,,  I  fhould  not  find  more 
fcience  th^r^  pdlitics  in  the  club,  my  feat  in  it 
will  be  at  the  fervice  of  any  politician  who 
may  wifli  to  be  pne  of  the  party. 

An  intimate  friend  of  Mr,  Blane  has  writ^ 
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ten  to  him,  at  my  requeft,  for  the  newly  dif- 
covered  fragrant  grafs;  and  fhauldthe  plants 
be  fent  before  the  lafl  ftiLps  of  the  feafon  fail, 
they  fliall  be  fent  to  you.     Whether  they  be 
the  nard  of  the  ancieAts,  I  muft  doubt,  be- 
caufe  we  have  fweet  grafles  here  of  innumer- 
able  fpecies;   and  Reuben  Burrow    brought 
mean  odoriferous  grafs  from,  the  place  where 
the  Ganges  enters  India,  and  where  it  covers 
whole  acres,  and  perfumes  the  whole  country. 
From  his  account  of  it,  I  fufpefh  it  to  be  Mr. 
Blanc's ;  but  I  could  make  nothing  of  the  dry 
fpecitti6ns,  except  that  they  diifer  widely  from 
the  Jatamanji,  which  I  am  perfuaded  is  the 
Indian  nard  of  Ptolemy.     I  can  only  procure 
the  dry  yatamanjiy  but  if  I  can  gtet  the  ftalks, 
roots,  and  flowers  from  Butan,  I  will  fend 
them  to  you.     Since  the  death  of  Koenig,  we 
are  in  great  want  of  a  profFeifed  botanifi.     I 
have  twice  read  with  rapture  the  Philofophia 
Botanica,  and  have  Murray's  edition  of  the 
*'  genera  et  fpecies  plantarum"  always  with 
me ;  but,  as  I  atn  no  lynx,  like  Linnxus,  I 
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cannot  examine   mlaute  blofforasi  efpeclally. ' 

thofeof  grafles.  '     ; 

We  are  far  advanced! in  the  fecond  volume 

of  our  Tranla£tions.  .  u-rfi  .      ' 

ifivx 
Six  William  Jone^  to  yobn  JVilmoty  Efq. 

i'd/jjf.  2P,1789. 
Every  fentence  in  your  letter  .gave 
me  great  pleafure,  and  particularly  the  pleaf- 
ing  and  juft  account  of  your  truly  venerable 
father.;  Lady  Jones,  after  the  firft  pang  for 
the  Ipfs  of  hers,  refigncd  herfelf  with  true 
piety  to  the  will  of  God^  She  Is  very  weak, 
anrd  always  ill  during  the  heats.  I  have  been, 
ever  fmce  my  feafoning,  as  they  call  it,  per- 
fectly well,  notwithftanding  inceflant  bufinefg 
feven  hoi^rs  in  a  day,  for  four  or  five  months 
in  a  year,  and  unremitted  application,  during  • 
the  vacations,  to  a  vaft  and  interefting  :(l:udy, 
a  complete  knmvledge  of  India^  which  I  can 
only  attain  in  the  country  itfelf,  and  I  do  not 
mean  to  ftay  in  the  country  longer  than  the 
Jail  year  of  the  eighteenth  century,  I  rejoic^ 
that  the  King  is  well,  but  take  no  inl^reft  Ir 
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tlie  eontefts  of  your  ariftocratlcarfadlohs.  The; 
time  never  was,  when  I  would  have  enlifted"^' 
under  ^he  banners  of  any  faSion,  though  I 
might  have  carried  a  pair  of  colours,  if  I  had 
not  fptirned  them,  in  either  legion.  My  party  ^ 
is  that  of  the  whole  people,  and  my  principles, 
jwhich  the  law  taught  me,  are  only  to  be  chang- 
ed by  a  change  of  exiftence. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  Mr.  Juftice  Hyie, 

Oct.  20, 1789. 
Though  I  hope,  my  dear  Sir,  to  be 
with  you  almoft  as  fooh  as  this  letter,  yet  I 
write  it  becaUfe  it  is  the  laft  that  I  fhall  write 
to  any  one  for  the  next' eleven  months,  and  I 
feel  fo  light,  after  the  completion  of  my  fevere 
cpiftolary  talk,  that  I  am  difpofed  to  play  a 
voluntary.     I  have  anfwered  fifty  very  long 
letters  from  Europe,  and  a  multitude  of  fhort 
ones ;  among_  the  reft,  I  had  one  from  the 
Chief  Baron,  who  defires  his  remembrance  td 
you  by  the  title  of  his  old  and  worthy  fpend. 
Another  from  Mafter  "Wilmot  informs  me, 
that  his  father,  Sir  Eardley,  had  nearly  ended 
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his  eightieth  year,  with  as  good  health,  and 
as  clear  intellefte,  as  he  ever  had  in  the  prime 
of  Ufe.  When  I  exprefs  a  hope  of  feeing- yoU: 
in  two  or  three  days,  it  is  only  a  hojpe  ;  for 
I  fhall  a&ont  the  Mandarin  at  Chinfurar*,  if 
I  do  not  make  ray  annual  vifit  to  him ;  now 
I  can  only  vifit  him  at  night,  and'  the  wind 
and  tide  may  delay  me,  as  they  did  laft  year. 
In  all  events,  I  fhall  be  with  you  if  I  live,  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  week,  as  I  am  preparing 
to  go  on  board  my  pinnace.  Befides  my 
amxuities  of  Europe  letters,  which  I  pay  at 
this  feafon,  I  have  been  winding  up  all  the 
odds  and  ends  of  all  my  private  or  literary 
concerns,  and  fhall  think  of  nothing  for  eleven 
roonths  to  cpme,  but  law,  European  or  In-< 
dian.  I  have  written  four  papers  for  our  ex- 
piring fociety,  on  very  curious  fubjeds,  and 
have  prepared  materials  for  a  difcourfe  on 
the  Chinefe :  the  fociety  is  a  puny,  rickety 
child;,  and  mufl  be  fed  with  p.p ;  nor  fhall  it 
die  by  my  fault  3  but  die  it  mufl,  for  I  cannot 
alone  fupport  it.  In  ray  youthful  days,  I 
*  Mr.  Titsingh,  Governor  of  Chinsura. 
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waa  always  ready  to  join  in,  a  daoce  or  ^con^ 
cert,  but  I  could  never  tring  myfelf  to  danee 
a  folitary  Iwarnpipc,  or  to  play  a  folo^^  When 
I  fee  Titfingh  (who,  by  the  way,  will  nev^ 
write  any  thing  for  uSj  as  long  as  his  own. 
Batavian  fodety  fubfifts),  I  will  procure  full 
information  concerning  the  pinculhioaai  rice,, 
and  will  report  it  to  you.  Lady  Jones  is  as 
ufual,  and  fends  her  baft  remembrance.  I 
too  am  as  ufual,  &nd  as  ever,  d«ar  Sir,  your 
i^thrful;^  &c. 

Win,iAM  Jones, 

^v:  William  Jmes  to  J,  Shore,  Efq. 

Oci.m,iim, 
Your  approbation  of  Sacontala,  gives 
^t  leaft  as  much  pleafure  to  the  trauflator  as 
you  had  from  the  perufal  of  it,  and  would  en- 
courage me  to  tranflat^  more  dramas,  if  I 
were  not  refolved  to^  devote  all  my  time  to 
}aw,  European  and  Indian: 

The  idea  of  your  happiness,  (and  few  men 
have  a  brighter  prpfped:  of  it  than  yourfelf,) 
reconciles  me  to  oiir  approaching  feparation, 
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thougli  It  "mull  be  very  long:  for  I  wilt  not 
fee  England,    while  the  interefted   faftions 
which  di&ta.&.  it^.  leave  the  legillattire  notime 
for  the  greats  operations  which  are  effentiaf 
for  public  felicity,  while  patriotic  Virtues  are 
derided  as  vifionary,  and  while  the  rancour  of 
contending  parties  fills;  with  thorns-  thbfe  par- 
ticular focieties,  in  vs^hieh  I  hoped  to  gather 
nothirig'But  rofes.     I  airi  forry  (for  the  meta- 
phor brings  to  my  mind  the  Bafldhi  Khetyal*) 
that  the  garden  of  fancy  fhould  have  as  many 
weed^a  as  that  of  politics.     Surajelhak,  pro- 
nounced it  with  emphafis,  a  wonderful  work  j 
and  a  young  M^fluliiian  affured  m€,  that  it 
com^rifed  all  the  fineft  inventions   of  India 
and  Perfia.     The  work  will  probably  mend 
as  it  proceeds. 

We  muft  fpare  ourfelves  the  pain  of  taking 
a  formal  leave ;  fo  farewell.  May  you  live 
happy  in  a  free  country  ! 

I  am,  &c, 

****** 

*  The  Garden  of  Fancy;  the  title  pf  an  Eastern  i-o-i 
tQance  in  Fersiari,  In  sixteen  quarto  volumes. 


The  'Medioriaie  wifh  vMth.  <;oricladcSi 
thefe  extfadts  from  the  correfpondence  of  Sir 
WHlIato  Jones,  was  didated  by.  the  clrduin- 
ftanee  of  my  departure  from  India:  it  has 
been  verified  *,  and  the  TecoUeaion  ofthe  place, 
which  I  held  in  his  efteem,  however  accom- 
panied with  regret  for  his  death,  is  an  ad^- 
tional  fource  of  that  happiness,  which  h& 
wifhed  me  to  enjoy. 

Among  other  literary  occupations  in  whidi 
he  employed  himfelf  during  the  two  laft  years. 
It  is  to  be .  noticed^  that  he  undertook  the  of- 
fice of  editor  of  the  elegant  poem  of  Hafef^ 
©n  the  unfortunate  loves  oiLaili  and  Mujnoon, 
an  Arabian  youth  and  princefs.  The  benevo- 
lent objedt  of  his  labours  renders  tbem  inter- 
efting,  as  the  book  was  publifhed  at  his  own 
cxpenfe,  with  a  declared,  appropriation  of  the 
produce  of  the  £ale,  to  the  relief  of  infolvetit " 
debtors  in  the  gaol  at  Calcutta, 

In  the  Englifh  preface  to  thePerfian  work,  he 
has  given  a  translation  of  five  diftichsin  themea- 
iure  of  the  original,  and  has  fhewn  that  a  bare 
traafpofition  of  the  accents  gives  five  Englifii 
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couptets  m  thd  form  which  foiHe  call  httcAci 
a^d  others  elegiac.  As  a  metrical  curiofityi  I 
feft  tranferibe  the  lines  in  the  meafure  of  the 
original,  withatranfpofed  verfion  of  the  cou- 
plets in  the  Engliih  form  t 

With- cheeks  where  eternal  paradise  blooinM, 
Sweet  Laili  the  soul  of  Kais  had  consum'di 
Transported  her  heavenly  graces  he  view'd : 
Of  slumber  no  more  he  "thought,  nor  of  food. 
Love  rais'd  in  their  glowing  bosoms  his  throne. 
Adopting  the  chosen  pair  as  his  own. 
Togetfier  on  flowery  seats  they repos'd  : 
Their  lips  not  one  idle  moment  were  clos'd. ' 
To  mortals  they  gave  no  hint  of  their  smart; 
Love  only  the  secret  drew  from  eadh  heart."     '' " 
-     '■  ''iij   ■■■ 

TRANSPOSITION. 

With  cheeks  where  paradise  eternal  bloorn'd. 
Sweet  Laili  had  the  soul  of  Kais  consum^di 
Her  heav'nly  graces  he  transported  view'd  : 
No  more  he  thought  of  slumber,  nor  of  foodi 
.Love  in  their  glowing  bosoms  rais'd  his  thronf,; 
The  chosen-  pair  adopting  as  his  own. 
On  flowery  seats  together  they  repos'd : 
Their  lips  one  idle  moment  were  not  clos'd. 
No  hint  they  gave. to  mortals  of  their  smart :. 
Love  only  drew  the  secret  from  each  heart. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned,  that,  in  the 
«arliefl:  periods  of  his  education.  Sir  Wiiliam 
Jones  had  applied  himfelf  with  uncommon 
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aflldttky  to  the  ftudy  of  profody,  and,  as  hi 
advanced  in  the  acqulfitibn  of  new  dialedls, 
he-contiffuted  to  ouhivate.a  knowledge  of  the 
laws,  of  metre,  which  he  found  of  the  greateft 
utility,  in  afcertaining  th^  text  of  Oriental  au- 
thors. In  the  colleftion  of  his  works,  we 
read  a  tr*nflatiofj  of  the  firft  Nemean  ©de  of 
Pindar,  as  nearly  as  poffible  in  the  fame  mea- 
sure as  the  originai,  and  amongft  other  com* 
5>ofitions  of  the  fame  kind,  riot  intended  for 
-publication,  I  find  a  tranflation  of  an  ode  of 
Sappho,  word  for  word  from  the  original, 
and  fyllable  for  fy liable  in  the  iiimie  meafuife, 
■bythe  trueft  rules  of  Eriglifh  quantity. 

In  the  beginniitg  of  1789,  the  firfl:  volume 
of  the  Refearehes  of  the  fociety  was  publifh- 
■ed.  The  feledtlon  of  the  papers  was  left  to 
the  judgment  of  Sir  William  Jones,  aind  he 
undertook  th^  laborious  and  unpleaiarit  office 
of  fuperintending  the  printing.  A  third  part 
of  the  volumej-tbe  moft  interefting  as  Well  as 
inftruftive,  is  occupied  by  the  contributions  of 
the  prefbdent. 
Hav^Ag  pafled  half  of  my  life  in  India,  I  may 
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h&  permitted  to  avail  myfelf  of  the  oppof  ttl- 
fiky  afforded  by  this  publication,  to  vindicate 
my  fellow-labourers  in  the  Eaft,  from  one 
amongfl  many  reproaches  undefervfedly  be- 
ftowed  upon  them.  A  dillnclination' to  ex- 
plore the  literature  and  antiquities  of  Hin- 
^uftan  has  been  urged,  as  the  natural  confe- 
quence  of  that  immoderate  purfuit  of  riches, 
which  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  fole  object  of 
the  fervants  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and 
to  engrofs  their  whole  attention.  The  diffi- 
culty attending  the  stcquifition  of  new  idioms, 
the  obftacles  oppofed  by  the  fears,  prejudices, 
and  the  referve  of  the  natives,  the  conftant 
occupations  of  official  duty,  and  the  injurious 
effeiSl  of  fedentary  application  ia^a  tropical 
climate  upon  the.conftitution,  were  unnoticed 
or  difregarded,  and  no  allowances  made  for 
impediments,  which  time  and  perfeveranee 
could  alone  furmount. 

The  reproach  was  xmmerited;  and  long 
before  the  arrival  of  Sir  William  Jones  in  In- 
dia, the  talents  of  feveral  perfons  there  had 
been  employed  with  confiderable  fuccefs,  not 
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only  to  Inveftigations,  by  which  the  public 
interefts  were  eflentially  affifted,  but  to  thofe 
fcientific  refearches,  which  he  more  effeftually 
promoted.  The  art  of  printing  had  been 
introduced  into  'Bengal,  by  the  untaught  Ikill 
of  Mr.,  Wilkins,arm  had  advanced  to  great  per- 
fection; and  many  publications  equally  ufeful 
and  interefting,  iflued  from  the  prefs  which  he 
had  eflablifhed. 

The  genius,  example,  and  direction  of  Sir 
William  Jones,  anticipated  what  time  might 
perhaps  have  effeded,  but  with  flowef^  pro- 
grefs.  With  advantages  which  no  European 
in  India  poflefled,  he  employed  the  afcendancy 
derived  from  his  fuperior  learning,  knowledge, 
and  abilities,  to  form  an  inftitution  for  pro- 
moting and  preferving  the  literary  labours  of 
his  countrymen;  and  while  he  exhibited  him- 
felf  an  example  for  imitation,  and,  pointed  out 
in  his  difcourfcs,  thofe  extenfive  inveftigations 
which  he  only  was  capable  of  conceiving,  his 
conduft  was  adapted  to  encourage,  and  invite 
all  who  X  poflefled  talents  and  knowledge,  to 
contribute  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  inftitution. 

Life—Y.  II.  O 
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The  eftabllfliment  of  the  fociety,  which  does 
no.lefs  honour  to  him,  than  to  the  charader 
of  our   countrypaen   in  Afia,-  may  hereafter 
form  an. important  article  in  the  general  hif* 
tory  of  arts  and  fcienees;  and,  if  the  -future 
labours  of  the  members  fhould  be  continued 
with  the  fame  zeal,  the  obligations  ©f  the  pub- 
lic will  be  proportionably  increafed*.     In  the 
twenty  years  which  have  elapfedfmcethisefta- 
blifhment  was  formed,  more  accurate  informa- 
tion on  the  hillory  and  antiquities,  on  the  arts, 
fcienees,  and  literature  of  India,  has  been  given 
to  the  world,  than  ever  before  appeared ;  and 
without  difparaging  the  labours  of  other  inveC- 
tigators,  and  the  hierit  of  antecedent  publica- 
tions, the  volumes  of  the  Afiatic  Refearches  will 
ever  remain  an  honourable  teftimany  of  the 
zeal  and  abilities  of  the  Britifh  refidents  in 
Hinduftan-i-. 

*  Three  volumes  of  the  Asiatic  Researches  were  pub- 
lished before  the  death  of  Sir  Winiam  Jones  ;  a  fourth 
was  ready  for  the  press,  at  the  time  of  his  demise,  iii  April 
1794,  and  a  seventh  volume  has  since  been  received' ia 
England. 

-[•  I  cannot  omit  this  o.pportiinity-of  paying  a  tribute  to* 
the  enHghtened  views   and  enlarged   policy  of  Marq^uis. 
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-A,  copy  of  this  work  was  tranfmitted  by,  Sil' 
WUliam  Jones  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Henry  Dundas,  with  a  letter  intimating  a 
wifh  that  the  King  would  honour  the.  fociiety 
by  his  acceptance  of  it,  with  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  graicioufly  complied*. 

Wellesley,  Governor-General  of  India,  in  founding  a  col- 
lege at  Fort  William,  in  Bengal,  for  the  instruction  of  the 
servants  of  the  East-India  Company,  in  every  branch  of 
useful  knowledge.  The  plan  of  the  institution  may  per- 
haps have  been  more  extensive  than  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  this  purpose,  but  against  the  principle  of  it,  no 
solid  abjection  could  be  urged.  The  functions  assigned  to 
the-  servants  of  the  East-India  Company,  are  of  great  mag- 
nitude, variety,  and  importance;  and  to  discharge  theih 
properly  requires  the  education  of  a  statesman  and  legisla- 
tor, and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  dialects  in  use  in 
Hindustan.  To  enable  the  servants  of  the  Company  to  ac- 
quire the  necessary  qualifications  for  the  due  discharge  of 
these  important  duties,  was  the  grand  object  of  the  institu- 
tion, which  at  the  same  time  comprehended  the  religious 
instruction,  and  the  superintendance  of  the  morals  and 
habits  ojF  the. pupils.  Considered  in  a  secondary  and  su- 
bordinate point  of  view,  it  was  calculated  to  promote  the 
objects  proposed  in  the  formation  of  the  Asiatic  society. 
A  volume  of  essays  by  the  students  in  the  college  has  been 
.  published,  which  does  equal  honour  to  them  and  to  the 
institution. 

*  The  acceptance  of  the  volume  by  the  King,  was  an- 
noqneed  by  the  following  letter: 

O  2 
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In  the  fame  year;  Sir  William  prefented  td 
the  public  a  tranflation  of  an  ancient  Indian 
drama,  under  the  title  of  Sacontala,  or  the 
Fatal  Ring,  exhibiting  a  moft  pleafing  arid 
a!uthentic  picture  of  old  Hindu  manners,  arid 
one  of  the  greateft  curiofities  that  the  litera- 
ture of  Afia  had  yet  brought  to  light,  Calidas, 
the  author  of  it,  whom  Sir  William  Jones  calls 
the  Shafcfpeare  of  India,  lived  in  the  firft  cen- 
tury before  Chrift,  .not  many  years  after  Te- 
rence, and  he  wrote  feveral  other  dramas  and 
poetical  pieces,  of  which  only  Sacontala  has 
received  an  European  drefs.     The  violation 
of  the  unities,  as  well  as  the  mixture  of  fo- 
rergn  mythology,  which   conftitutes  the.  ma- 
Lord  Grenville  to  the  Right  Honourable  H.  Dundas. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  Feb.  22,  1790. 

Having  laid  before  the  King,  Sir  "William 
Jones's  letter  to  you ;  I  am  directed  by  His  Majesty,  to  sig- 
nify his  gracious  acceptance  of  the  volume  transmitted  by 
you ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  express  His  Majesty's  satis- 
faction in  the  progress  of  the  sciences  in  the  British  esta- 
blishment in  India,  and  his  approbation  of  the  important 
undertaking  in  which  Sir  William  Jones  is  engaged. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

W.  W.  Grenvillb. 


chinery  of  the  ,  play,  are  irreconcileable  with 
the  purer  tafte,  which  marks  the  dramatic 
compofitions  of  Europe :  but,  although  the 
tranflator  declined  offering  a  criticifip  on  the 
characters  and  condu£t  of  the  play,  V  from  a 
"  convi6lion  that  the  tafles  of  men  differ  as 
**  much  as  the  fentiments  and  pafEons,  and 
"  that  in  feeling  the  beauties  of  art  as  in  fmell- 
"  ing  flowers,  tailing  fruits,  viewing  profpedls, 
"  and  hearing  melody,  every  individual  muft 
*'  be  ,guided  by  his  own  fenfations  and  the  in- 
"  communicable  alTociations  of  his  own  ideas," 
we  may  venture  to  pronounce  that,  exclu- 
five  of  the  wild,  pidturefque,  and  fublime 
imagery  which  charadlerifes  it,  the  fimplicity 
of  the  dialogue  in  many  of  the  fcenes,  and  the 
natural  chafa£ters  of  many  of  the  perfonages 
introduced,  cannot  fail  of  exciting  pleafure 
and  intereft  in  the  reader ;  who  will  wifh  with 
me,  perhaps,  that  Sir  William  Jones  had  not 
rigidly  adhered  to  the  determination  which  he 
expreffe^,  not  to  employ  his  leifure  in  trans- 
lating more  of  the  works  of  Calidas. 

In  December  1789,  the  author  of  thefe  me- 
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moirs  was  compelled,  by  the  reiterated  attacks 
of  fevere  indifpofition,  to  leave  India.  For  an 
account  of  the  occupations  of  Sir  William 
Jones,  from  that  period  to  his  return,  I  refer 
to  his  correfpondence,  beginning  with  a  letter 
from  Count  Reviczki*;  the  reader  will  fee 
with  pleafure,  that  the  mutual  regard  profeffed 
by  the  two  friends  had  fufFered  no  abatement 
from  time  or  feparation, 

London^  June  30,  1789. 

By  the  Veflal  frigate,  which  was  to 
convey  Lord  Cathcart  to  China,  I  wrote  an 
anfwer  to  your  elegant  Perfian  letter,  which 
J  received  through .  Mr.  Elmfley.  It  was  a 
moft  agreeable  proof  to  me,  that  I  was  ftill 
honoured  with  a  place  in  your  remembrance, 
notwithftanding  the,  diftance  which  feparafes 
us.  I  haVe  fince  learned,  that  Colonel  Cath- 
cart died  on  the  voyage;  and  as  the  Veftal,  iii 
confequence  of  this  event,  returned  to  Eng- 
land, I  am  not  without  apprehenfion,  that  my 
letter  never  reached  you.  I  have  fmce  received 

^  Appendix,  No,  3$, 
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a  moll  fuperb  w6rk  printed  at  Calcutta,  and 
which  would  do  honour  to  the  firft  printing- 
office  in  Europe,  accompanied  with  an  elegant 
and  obliging  letter.  I  recognized  in  it  the 
■  hand  of  a  fkilful  penman,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  judge;  for  I  have  fo  long  neglected  the  cul- 
tivation of  Oriental  literature,  that  I  am  almoft 
as  mueL  a  ftranger  to  it,  as  if  I  had  never 
learned  it.  I  have  never  yet  feen  fo  elegant 
a  fpecimen  of  Oriental  typography,  _  as  that 
in  the  Perfiauppem  with  which  you  favoured 

me. 

I  cannot  exprefs  how  much  I  regret  the 
lofs  of  your  fociety  during  my  refidehce 
in  London,  which  would  have  afforded  me 
fo  much;  gratificat^n;  and  I  doubt  if  I  fhall 
have  an  opportunity  of  enjoying  it  after  your 
return,  as  I  muflfoon  enter  upon  the  new  office 
conferred  upon  me  by  the  emperor,  of  minifter 
at  Naples.  But  whatever  my  deftination  may 
be,  of  this  you 'may  be  afTured,  that  neither 
abfence  nor  diftance  will  ever  ,weaken  my  at- 
tachment to  you,  and  that  during  life  I  /hall 
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confider  myfelf  equally  bound  by  gratitude 
and  inclination  to  preferve  it. 
I  ani,  Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Count  Reviczki. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  Dr.  Price. 

Crijhna-nagury  Sept.  14,  nsO. 
MY  DEAR  SIR, 

I  give  you  my  warmeft  thanks  for 
your  friendly  letter,  and  acceptable  prefent 
of  an  admirable  difcourfe,  which  I  have  read 
with  great  delight. 

*  *  *  *  *  ■VVe 

have  twenty  millions  (I  fpeak  with  good  in- 
formation) of  Indian  fubjedts,  whofe  laws  I 
am  now  compiling  and  arranging,  in  the  hope 
of  feciuing  their  property  to  themfelves  and 
their  heirs.  They  are  plpafed  with  the  work| 
but  it  makes  me  a  very  bad  correfpondent.  I 
had  flattered  myfelf  with  a  hope  of  making 
a  vifit  to  our  venerable  friend  at  Philadelphia, 
before  the  retreat  which  I  meditate  to  my  hum- 


ble  cottage  in  Middlefex ;  but  God's  will  fee 
done.  We  fliall  meet,  I  devoutly  hope,  in  a 
happier  ftate. 

To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ford^  Principal  of  Magdalea 
Hall,  Oxford. 

Criflma-nagur,  Op.  1 1,  1730, 

Though  I  am  for  the  beft  of  ^^fons  the 
worft  of  correlpondents,  yet  I  will,  no  longer 
delay  to  thank  you  for  your  friendly  l^ttqr  of 
the  fourth  of  February,  and  for  your  kind  at- 
tentions to  Colonel  Polier.  You  ha.ye  a  much 
better  correfpondent  in  Mr.  Langlas,  whofe 
patriotifrn,  I  hope,  will  fucceed,  and  whpfe 
Perfian  literature  y^ill  be  a  fource  of  delight  to 
him,  if  wot  to  the  pijbUc.  Mr.  Wehl's  favour 
never  reached  me,  or  I  woul(|  have  anfwered 
it  immediately,  and  I  requeft  you  to  inform 
him  of  my  difapppintment.  The  chances  are 
about  three  to  one  againft  your  receiving  this  j 
and  the  fear  of  writing  for  the  fport  of  winds 
and  waves,  disheartens  me  whenever  I  take 
up  a  pen. 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  William  Shipley^  Efq. 

Crijhm-nagur,  OB.  11,  1790- 
DEAR  SIR, 

The  fhips  which  brought  your  kind  let- 
ters arrived  fo  near  the  end  of  my  fhort  vaca- 
tion, that  I  have  but  juft  time  to  thank  you 
for  them,  as  I  do  moft  heartily,  as  well  as  for 
your  acceptable  prefents.  Anna  Maria  has 
recovered  from  the  pang  which  the  fad  intel- 
ligence' from  England  gave  her,  and  a  pious 
refignatiorfhas  fucceeded  to  her  natural  anguifli. 
You  are  I  hope  quite  recovered  fromybuy  illnefs^ 
and  again  promoting  the  S^v^elfare  and  conve- 
nience of  mankind,  by  your  judicious  exer- 
tions and  ingenious  inventions,  to  which  all 
pofllble  attention  fhall  befhewn  in  this  coun- 
try. May  you  very  long  enjoy  the  pleafure 
of  doing  good,  which  is,  I  well  know^  the  only 
/reward  you  feek  !.  It  is  now  fettled  here,  that 
the  natives  are  proprietors  of  their  land,  and 
that  it  ftiall  defcend  by  their  own  laws,     I 
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am  engaged  in  fuperiritending  a  complete  fyf- 
tem  of  Indian  laws ;  but  the  work  is  vaft,  dif-, 
ficult,  and  delicate ;  it  occupies  all  my  leifure, 
and  makes  me  the  worft  of  correfpondents. 
I  truft,  however,  that  long  letters  are  not  ne- 
ceffary  to  convince  you,  that  I  am,  Sfc. 

Sir  William  'Jones  to  Mrs.  Eloper^. 

Cr'i/hna-nagur,  OB.  13,  17S0- 

I  deferve  no  thanks  for  the  attentions 
"which  it  is  both  my  duty  and  my  delight  to 
fliew  our  beloved  Anna  j  but  you  deferve,  and 
I  beg  you  toacceptmywarmeft  thanks  for  your 
entertaining  letter,  for  your  frequent  kind  re- 
membrance of  me,  and  your  acceptable  pre- 
fent  of  a  fnrufF-box  in  the  mpft  elegant  taftc. 
All  that  you  write  concerning  my  friends,  is 
highly  interefting  to  me;  and  all  pleafing,  ex- 
cept the  contents  of  your  laft  page ;  but  the 
moft  agreeable  part  of  your  letter  is  the  hope- 
which  you  exprefs,  that  the  Bath  waters  would 

*  Sister  to  Lady  Jones,  and  married  to  Williara  Charles 
Sloper,  Esq. 
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reflore  you  to  health  :  and  it  gives  me  infinite 
pleafure  to.  know,  that  your  hope  has  been 
realized.  Anna  will  give  you  a  full  account 
of  herfelf,  and  will  mention  fome  of  the  many 
reafons,  that  make  me  a  bad  correfpondent. 
I  thank  you  for  Erfkine's  fpeech,  but  I  was> 
myfelf  an  advocate  fo  long,  that  I  never  mind 
what  advocates y^zy,  but  what  they  prove;  and 
I  can  only  examine  proofs  in  caufes  brought/ 
before  me.  I  knew  you  would  receive  with 
your  ufual  good-nature  my  fancy  jefts  about 
your  hand-writing,  but  hope  you  will  write 
to  me,  as  you  write  to  Anna,  for  you  know, 
the  more  any  charafter  refembles  pot-hooks, 
&c.  the  better  I  can  read  it.  My  love  to 
Amelia,  and  to  all  whom  you  love,  which 
would  give  them  a  claim,  if  they  had  no 
other,  to  the  affedtion  of. 

My  dear  Madam, 

Tout  ever  faithful, 

William  Jones, 
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Sir  fF.  Jones  to  Sir  J.  Macpherfon»  Baft. 

Crijhna-ttagur,  OH.  15, 179t>. 

I  give  you  hearty  thanks  for  your  poft- 
fcript,  which  (as  you  enjoin  fecrecy)  I  will 
only  allude  to  ambiguoufly,  left  this  letter 
fliould  fall  into  other  hands  than  yours.  Be 
affured,  that  what  I  am  going  to  fay  does  not 
proceed  from  an  imperfed  fenfe  of  your  kind- 
nefs,  but  really  I  want  no  addition  to  my  for- 
tune, which  is  enough  for  me ;  and  if  the 
whole  legiflature  of  Britain  were  to  offer  me  a 
different  flation  from  that  which  ,  I  now  fill, 
fhouM  moft  gratiefully  and  refpe(£lfully  decline 
it.  The  character  of  an  ambitious  judge  is,  in 
my  opinion,  very  dangerous  to  public  juftice ; 
and  If  I  Were  a  fole  legiflator,  It  fliould  be 
enafted  that  every  judge,  as  Well  as  every  bifhop, 
fhould  remain  for  life  in  the  place  which  he 
'firft  accepted.  This  is  not  the  language  of  a , 
^ynic,  biit  of  a  man,  who  loves  his  friends, 
his  country,  and  niarikindj  who  knows  the 
fhort  duration  of  human  life,  recolleds  tha:t 
he  has  lived  four-artd- forty  years,  aad  has- 
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learned  to  be  contented.  Of  public  affairs  yotl 
■will  receive  better  intelligence,  than  I  am  able 
to  give,  you.  My  private  life  is.  fimilar  to 
that  which  you  remember :  feven  hours  a  day 
en  an  average  are  occupied  by  my  duties  as  a 
magiftrate,  and  one  hour  to  the  new  Indian 
digell,  for  one  hour  in  the  evening  I  read 
aloud  to  Lady  Jones.  We  are  now  travelling 
to  the  iburces  of  the  Nile  with  Mr.  Bruce, 
whofe  work  is  very  interefting  and  im- 
portant. The  fecond  volume  of  the  Afiatic 
Tranfadions  is  printed,  and  the  third  ready 
for  the  prefs.  I  jabber  Sanfcrit  every  day 
with  the  pundits,  and  ho^e,  before  I  leave  In- 
dia, to  underftand  it  as  well  as  I  do  Latin. 
Among  my  letters  I  find  one  directed  to  you ; 
I  have  unfealed  it,  and  though  it  only.fliews 
that  I  was  not  Inattentive  to  the  note,  with 
which  you  favoured  me  on  the  eve  of  your 
departure,  yet  I  annex  it,  beeaufe  it  was  yours, 
though  brought  back  by  my  fervant.  / 

The  latter  part  of  it  will  raife  melancholy 
Ideas;  but  death,  if  we  look  at  it  firmly,  is 
only  a  change  of  place:  every  departure  of  a 


fflend  is  a  fort  of  death ;  and  we  are  all  conti- 
nually dying  and  reviving.  We  fliall  all  m'eet ; 
I  hope  to  meet  you  again  in  India;  but, 
wherever  we  meet,  I  expedt  to  fee  you  well 
and  happy.  None  of  your  friends  can  wifli 
foi-  your  health  and  happinefs  more  ardently 
than,  my  dear  Sir,  &c. 

Sir  JFilliam  Jones  to  R.^ Morris,  Efq, 

Calcutta,  OB.  30,  1790. 

When  your  letter  arrived,  I  had  begun 
my  judicial  campaign,  and  am  fo  bufy  I  can 
only  anfwer  it  very  fhortly.  Lady  J.  and 
myfelf  are  fincerely  rejoiced,  that  you  hav6 
fo  good  an  eftablifliment  in  fo  fine  a  country. 
Need  I  fay,  that  it  would  give  me  infinite  de- 
light to  promote  your  views?  as  far  as  1  can, 
I  will  promote  them,-  but  though  I  have 
a  very  extenfive  acquaintance,  I  neither 
have,  nor  can  have,  influence^  I  can  only 
approve  and  recommend,  and  do  my  befl  to 
circulate  your  propofals.  We  are  equally 
obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  invitation,  as  if 
we  had  it  in  our  power  to  accept  it;  but  I  fear 
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we  '6zhn6t  leave  Calcutta  long  enbugfi  to 
revifit  your  Indian  Montpelier.  As  one 
of  the  Cymro-dorlans,  I  aiii  warmly  inter- 
cfted  in  Bntim  antiquities  and  literature ;  but 
my  honour  is  pledged  for  the  cofnplelion  of 
the  new  digeft  of  Hindu  laws,  and  1  have  riot 
a  moment  to  fpare  for  any  other  lludy. 

SivWilltam  Jones  to  Sir  J.  Sinclair ^  Bart. 
Whitehall. 

Crtjhna-nagur,  Oct.  15,  1791. 

You  may  rely  upon  my  beft  endea- 
vours to  procure  information  concerning  the 
Afiatic  wool,  or  foft  hair;  andthe  animals  that 
carry  it.  I  had  the  pleafure  of  circulating 
your  very  Interefting  tracts  at  Calcutta,  and 
of  exhibiting  the  fpeci'mens  of  very  beautiful 
wool  with  which  you  favoured  me.  My 
own  time,  however,  is  engaged  from- morn- 
ing to  night  in  difcharging  my  public  duties, 
-  and  in  arranging  the  new  digeft  of  Indian  laws. 
I  muft  therefore  depend  chiefly  on  others  in 
<  procuring  the  Informiation  you  are  delirous  of 
obtairiing.     Mr,  Bebb  of  the  board  of  trade, 
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and  Colonel  Kyd  who  fuperintends  t}\e  Com- 
pany's garden,  have  promifed  to  affift  me. 
The  wool  of  thefe  provinces  is  too  coarfe  to 
be  of  ufej  but  that  of  Kerman  in  Perfia,  which 
you  know  by  the  name  of  Carmanian  wool,  is 
reckoned  exquifitely  fine,  and  you  might  I 
fuppofe  procure  the  fheep  from  Bombay.  The 
Ihawl  goats  would  live,  I  imagine,  and 
breed,  in  England ;  but  it  is  no  lefs  difficult 
to  procure  the  females  from  Cafhmir,  than  to 
procure  mares  from  Arabia.  When  you  fee 
Mr.  Richardfon,  do  me  the  favour  to  give 
Jiim  my  beft  thanks  for  the  parcel,  which  he 
fent  me  by  the  defire  of  the  Highland  Society. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  George  Har£ng,  Efq. 

Crijbntt-naptr,  03.  16,  1791^ 
MY  DEAR  SJR, 

If  the  warmth  of  hearts  were  meafured 
by  the  frequency  of  letters,  my  heart  mlift  be 
thought  the  coldeft  in  the  world  ;  but  you,  I 
am  confident,  will  never  apply  fo  fallacious  a 
thermometer.  In  ferious  truth,  J  am,  and 
muft  be ,  the  worft  of  correfpondents  for  the 
Life—V.  II.  P 
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following  reafons  among  a  hundred,  a  ftrong 
glare  and  weak  eyes,  long  tafks  and  fhort  day- 
light, confinement  in  court  fix  hours  a  day, 
and  in  my'chambers  three  or  four,   not   to 
mention  cafiial  interruptions  and  engagements." 
You  fpoke  fo  lightly  of  your  complaint^  that 
I  thought  It  muft  be  tranfient,  and  fhould  have 
been  extremely  grieved,  if,  in  the  very  mo- 
ment when  I  heard  you  had  been  ferioufly  ill, 
I  had  not  heard  of  your  recovery. 

Anna  Maria  has  promifed  me  to  fail  for 
Europe  in  January  1793,  and  I  will  follow 
her,  when  I  can  live  as  well  in  England- on 
rny  private  fortune  as  I  can  do  here  on  hklf 
my  falary.  *  *  * 

I  cannot' but' like  your  fonnets,  yet  wifli 
you  would  abftain  from  politicks,  v^hieh  add 
very  little  to  the  graces  of  poetry. 

Sir  William  "Jones  to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks, 

Cri/hna-nagur,  Olf.  i8,  1791. 

I  thank  you  heartily  for  your  kind 
ktters,  b.ut  perhaps  I  cannot  exprefs  my 
thanks  better  than  by  anfwcrlng  them  as  ex- 
actly as  I  am  able'. 
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Firft,  as  to  fending  plants  from  India,  I  beg 
you  to  accept  my  excufes,  and  to  make  them 
to  Sir  George  Young,  for  my  apparent  inatten- 
tion to  fuch  commiflions.  In  fhort,  if  you 
wifh  to  transfer  our  Indian  plants  to  the 
Weftern  iflands,  the  Company  muft  dire£t 
Kyd  and  Roxburgh  to  fead  them,  and  their 
own  captains  to  receive  them,  and  attend  to 
them.  - 

We  are  in  fad  want  of  a  travelling  botanift, 
with  fome  fliare  of  my  poor  friend  Koenjg's 
knowledge  and  zeal.  A  ftationary  botanift 
would  fix  on  the  indigo-fera,  as  the  chief  ob- 
ject of  his  care.  Roxburgh  will  do  much  on 
the  coaft,  if  he  can  be  relieved  frOmhis  terri- 
ble head-achs,  but  here  we  have  no  afliftance. 

I  have  neither  eyes  nor  time  for  a  botanift, 
yet  with  Lady  Jones's  afliftance,  I  am  conti- 
nually advancing;  and  we  have  examined 
about  lyoLinnsean^^^^ra,  She  brought  home, 
a  morning  or  two  ago,  the  moft  loyely  epi- 
dendrum  that  ever  was  feen,  but  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  it  would  take  u^  too  much  room  in  a 
letter;  it  grew  on  a  lofty  amra,  but  it  is  an 

p  2 
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air  plant,  and  puts  forth  its  fragrant  enamelled 
bloflbms  in  a  pot  without  earth  or  water:  none 
of  the  many  fpecies  of  Linnajus  correfponds 
fexaftly  with  it.     You  muft  not  imagine  that, 
becauie  I  am,  and  fhall  be,  faucy  about  the 
Linnaean  language,  that  I  have  not  the  high- 
eft  veneration  for  its  great  author;  but  I  think 
his  diction  barbarous  and  pedantic,  partiqu-r 
larly  in  his  Philofophia  Botanica,  which  I  have 
a  right  to  criticife,  having  read  it  three  times 
with  equal  attention  and  pleafure.     Had  Van 
Rheede  exhibited  the  Sanfcrit  names  with  ac- 
curacy, we  fliould  not  be  puzzled  with  read- 
ing  the   Indian  poems   and    medical  tradls ; 
but  in  all   his   twelve  volumes,   I  have  not 
found   above  ten  or  twelve  names  corredly 
expreffed,  either  in  Sanfcrit  or  Arabic.  I  -fliall 
touch  again  on  botany,  but  I  proceed  with 
your  firft  letter.     I  have  little  knowledge  of 
Yacob  Bruce ;  but  his  five  volumes,  which  I 
read   aloud,    (except   fome  pafTages  which  I 
could  only  read  with  my  eyes)  are  fo  enter- 
taining that  1  wifhed  for  five  more,  and  rea- 
dily  forgave  not  only  his  miftakes  in  the  bo- 
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tanical  language,  and  in  Arabic,  but  even  his 
arrogance,  which  he  carries  extra  flammantia 
mcenia  mundi. 

Keir's  paper  on  diftillirig,  I  never  faw  in 
print,  though  I  mull  have  heard  it  read  by  our 
fecretaryj  but  as  the  Worthy  author  of  it  is 
in  London,  where  you  will  have  probably 
met   him,  he  will  fatisfy  you  on   the  fub- 

jea. 

The  madhuca  is,  beyond  a  doubt,  the 
hajjia\  but  I  can  fafely  aflert,  that  riot  one  of 
fifty  bloflbms  which  I  have  examined,  had  i6 
filaments,  8  above  the  throat,  and  8  withirj 
the  tube.  That  Koenig,  whom  I  knew  to  be 
very  accurate,  had  feen  fuch  a  charafter,  I 
doubt  not,  but  he  fliould  not  have  fet  it  down 
as<:onftant.  I  firequiently  faw  26  and  28  fi!a- 
ftients,  fometimes  12,  and  the  avetage  wais 
about  20  or  22.  By  the  way,  my  exbellefit 
friend,  you  will  do  us  capital  fervice,  either  by 
printing  Kdfenig's  manufcripts,  or,  by  fending 
us  a  copy  of  them  ;  and  we  will  fend  you  in 
return,  not  only  the  correct  Sanfcrit  names, 
but  the  plants  themfelves,  at  leaft  the  feeds,- 
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ifyou  can  prevail  on  any  captain  to  take  care 
of  them.  ^  **  *  *  **  ** 
That  the  poem  of  Calidas  entertained  you, 
gives  me  great  pljeafure,  but  it  diverts  me  ex- 
tremely to  hear  from  others,  that  the  authen-^ 
ticity  of  the  poem  is  doubted  in  England;  but 
I  am  not  fure  that  my  own  errors  of  inatten-. 
tibn  may  not  have  occafioned  miftakes.  The 
,ufe  of  the  pollen  in  flov<rers  is,  I  believe,  well 
■known  to  the  Brahmans  ;  but  I  am  not  fure, 
that  I  have  not  added  the  epithet  prolific,  to 
diftinguifh  it  from  common  duji,  which  would 
have  been  the  exa£t  verfion  of  renu.  The 
blue  nympheea,  which  '  I  have  found  reafons 
for  believing  the  lotus  of  Egypt,  is  a  native  of 
Upper  India ;  here  we  have  only  the  white 
and  rofe-coloured.  Filament  is  not  ufed  as  a 
botanical  word,  but  merely  as  a  thread,  and 
the  filaments  for  the  bracelet  are  drawn  from 
the  ftalk  of  the  nympheea.  The  hart  properly 
fo  called,  may  not  be  a  native  of  BengEil ;  but 
Calidas  lived  at  Ugein,  and  lays  his  fcene  near 
thenorthernmountains;  allthereftisclear :  bears 
and  boars,  and  all  wildbeafts  have  been  hunted 
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here  immemorially.     The  cocila,  fings  charm- 
ingly here  in  the  fpring ;  Polier  will  Chew  you 
drawings  of  the  nfialeand  female,  but  will  per- 
haps call  it  co-il :  the  ftpry  of  its  eggs  always 
ftruck  me  as  very  remarkable.     The  amra  is 
mangifera\   the  mellicaj  I  believe,  nyctanthes 
zambak\     the    madhavi    creeper,    banijieria. 
The   enfa,   I    cannot  fee  in   bloffom.     The 
fwijha  is  mimofa  odoratijjima^  the  pippala,^iCMJ 
religiofa.  If  I  recollect  lacjha^  it  is^  not  a  plaijt, 
but  lac.   Vana  dojini  is  a  Sanfcrit  epithet  of  the 
hanijima.     As   to   nard,   I  know  not  what 
to  fay;  if  the  Greeks  meant  only  fragrant 
grafs,  we  have  nards  in  abundance,  acorus^ 
.Jchoenus^andropogon,  cyperus^  Sec,    But  I  have 
noi  evidence  that  they  meant  any  fuch  thing. 
On  Arrian,  or  rather  on  Ariftobulus^  we  can- 
not fafely  rely,  as  they  place  cinnamon  in  Ara- 
bia, and  myrrh  in  Perfia.     Should  any  travel- 
ling botanift  find  the  fpecies  of  andropogon, 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Blane  in  the  plains  of  Ge- 
drofia,  it  would  be  fome  evidence,  but  would 
at  the  fame  time  prove  that  it  wa«  not  the  In- 
-dian  nard,  which  never  was  fuppofed  to  grow 
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in  Perfia.  As  at  prefent  advifed,  I  believe  the 
Indian  nard  of  the  ancients  to  have  been  a  va- 
lerian, at  leaft  the  nard  of  Ptolemy,  wliich  is 
brought  from  the  very  country,  mentioned  by 
him  as  famed  for  fpikenard. 

And  now,  my  dear  Sir  Jofeph,  I  have  gone 
through  both  your  letters:  I  am,  for  many 
good  reafons,  a  bad  correfpondent,  but  princi- 
pally becaufe  the  difcharge  of  my  public  duties 
leaves  me  no  more  time  than  is  fufficient  for 
neceffary  refrefhments  and  relaxation. 

The  laft  twenty  years  of  my  life  I  Ihall 
fpend,  I  truft,  in  a  ftudious  retreat ;  and  if 
you  know  of  a  pleafant  country  houfe  to  be 
difpofed  of  in  your  part  of  Middlefex,  with 
pafture-ground  for  my  cattle,  and  garden- 
ground  enough  for  my  amufement,  have  the 
goodnefs  to  inform  me  of  it.  I  fhall  be  hap- 
py in  being  your  neighbour,  and,  though  I 
write  little  now,  Tyill  talk  then  as  much  as  you 
pleafe. 

I  believe  I  fhall  fend  a  box  of  ineftimable " 
manufcripts,  Sarifcrit  and  Arabic,  to  your 
friendly  care.    If  I  return  to  England,  you  will 
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reftore  them  to  me  ;  if  I  die  in  my  voyage  to 
China,  or  my  journey  through   Perfia,  you 
willdifpofe  of  them  as  you  pleafe*.  Whereve 
I  may  die,  I  fhall  be,  while  I  live,  my  dear 
Sir,  &c. 


Sir  William,  ^ones  to  Warren  Hajiingf,  Efq. 

Crlflma-nagur,  OSI.  20,  1791 
MY  DEAR  SIR, 

Before  you  can  i-eceive  this,  you  will,  I 
doubt  not,  have  obtained  a  complete  triumph 
over  your  perfecutors ;  and  your  charaQer 
■will  have  rifen,  not  brighter  indeed,  but  more 
confpicuqufly  bright,  from  the  furnace  of  their 
perfecution.  Happy  ihould,  I  be  if  I  could 
congratulate  you  in  perfon  on  your  vi<3:oryj 
but  though  I  have  a  fortune  in  England,  which 
might  fatisfy  a  man  of  letters,  yet  I  have  not 
enough  to  eftablifh  that  abfolute  independence 
which  has  been  the  chief  end  and  aim  of  my 

•  The  MSS.  here  alluded  to,  after  the  demise  of  Sir 
William  Jones,  were  presented,  together  with  another  large 
collection  of  Eastern  MSS.  to  the, Rpyal Society,  by  Lady 
Jones.  A  catalogue,  compiled  by  Mr.  Wilkins,  is  inserted 
in  the  13th  volume  of  Sir  William  Jones's  works. 


218 

life;  and  I  rauft  ftay  in  this  country  a  few 
years  longer:  Lady  Jones  has  however  pro- 
mifed  me  to  take,  her  paflage  for  Euroge  in 
January  1793,  and  I  will  follow  her  when  I 
can.  She  is  pretty  well,  and  prefents  her  kind^ 
eft  remembrance  to  you  and  Mrs.  Haftings, 
whom  I  thank  moft  heartily  for  a  very  oblig- 
ing ^and  elegant  letter.  My  own  health  has, 
by  God's  bleffing,  been  very  firm,  but  my  eyes 
are  weak,  and  I  have  conftantly  employed 
them  eight  or  nine  hours  a  day.  My  princi- 
pal amufement  is  botany,  and  the  converfa- 
tibn  of  the  pundits,  with  whom  I  talk  fluently 
in  the  language  ©f  the  Gods-^  and  my  bufineft, 
befides  the  difcharge  of  my  public  duties,  is 
the  tranflation  of  Menu,  and  of  the  digeft 
which  has  bpen  compiled  at  my  inftance.  Our 
fociety  ftill  fubfifts,  and  the  third  volume  of 
their  Tianfadtions  is  fo  far  advanced,  that  it 
will  certainly  be  publifhed  next  feafon.  Sa- 
muel Davis  has  tranflated  the  Surya  Siddhanta, 
and  is  making  difcoveries  in  Indian  aftrono- 
my ;  while  Wilford  is  purfuing  his  geographi- 
cal enquiries  at  Benares,   and  has  found,  or 
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thinks  he  has  found,  an  account  of  Africa  and 
Europe^  and  evien  of  Britain  by  name,  in  the 
Scanda  Puran;  he  has  fent  us  a  chart  of  the 
Nile  from  Sarifcrit  authorities,  and  I  expefl: 
foon  to  receive  his  proofs  and-illuftratiohs.. 
Of  public  affairs  in  India;  I  fay  little,  becaufe 
I  can  fay  nothing  with  certainty:  the  feafons 
and  elements  have  been  adverfe  to  us  in  My- 
fore.  Farewell,  my  dear  Sir,  and  believe  me 
to  be  with  unfeigned  regard, 

Your  ifaithful  and  obedient, 

William  Jones. 

Sir  Wiiliam  Jones  to  Sir  'Jofeph  Banks. 

Calcutta,  Nov.  19J"l791. 

■  Since  I  fenf  my  letter  to  the  packet  of 
the  Queen,  I  received  the  inclofed  from  a 
Hindu  of  my  acquaintance,  and  I  fend  his 
cujha  flowers,  which  I  have  not  eyes  to  exa- 
mine, efpecially  in  a  feafon  of  bufmefs. '  The 
leaves  are  very  long,  with  a  point  exceffively 
long  arid  fine,  their  edges  are  rough  down- 
wards, in  other  refpeds  fmooth.  As  this'  plant 
is  to  my  knowledge  celebrated  in  the  veda,  I 
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am  very  defirous  of  knowing   its  Linnaean 

name.     I  cannot  find  it  in  Van  Rheede. 
*         *         *         *         *         * 

The  frequent  allufions  in  thefe  letters  to 
local  or  botanical  fubjects,  may  render  them 
particularly  interefting  only  to  the  friends  and 
correfpondents  of  Sir  William  Jones,  but  they 
defcribe  his  occupations  and  contain  his  mind, 
which  I  wifh  to  difplay ;  they  exhibit  a  warmth 
of  afiedion  for  his  friends,  upright  principles, 
a  manly  independence,  and  a  defire  of  honour- 
able diftindtion,  combined  with  a  contempt 
for  all  ambition  incompatible  with  his  public 
chara^er.  The  frequent  mention  of  the 
work  which  he  had  undertaken^s  equally  a 
proof  df  his  opinion  of  the  importance  of  it,  and 
of  his  folicitude  to  make  it  as  perfect  aspoffible. 

The  manner  in  which  he  mentions  the  tra- 
yels  of  Mr.  Bruce  fhews,  that  he  was  not  one 
of  the  fceptics  who  doubted  of-  his  veracity. 
In  a  paper  which  he  prefent^d  to  the  fociety 
in  Calcutta,  he  recites  a  converfation  with  a 
native  of  Abyffinia,  who  had  feen  and  known 
Mr.  Bruce  at  Gwender,   and  who  fpoke  of 


221 
■him  in  very  honourable  terms.   At  the  period   ' 
of  this  converfation,  the  travels  were  not  pub- 

« 

lifljed  ;  but  it  was  too  particular  and  defcrip- 
tive  to  leave  room  for  doubt,  as  to  the  identity 
of  Mr.  Bruce,  and  of  his  having  pa  fled  fome 
years  in  AbyfEnia. 

Of  the  correfpondence  of  Sir  William  Jones 
in  1 792,  if  it  were  not  altogether  fufpended 
by  his  more  important  ftudies  and  avocations, 
no  part  has  been  communicated  to  me.  In 
March  1793,  I  returned  to  Bengal  with  a 
commiflion  to  fuceeed  Marquis  Cornwallis,  in 
his  ftatioa  of  Governor-^General  whenever  he 
thought  proper  to  relinquifli  it,  and  I  had  the 
fatisfadiion  to  find  my  friend,  although  fome- 
what  debilitated  by  the  climate,  in  a  ftate  of 
health  which  promifed  a  longer  duration  of 
life  than  it  pleafed  Providence  to  aflign  to 
him..  The  ardour  of  his  mind  had  fuffered 
no  abatement,  and  his  application  was  unre- 
mitted. The  completion  of  the  work  which 
he  had  undertaken,  occupied  the  principal 
portion  of  his  leifure,  and  the  remainder  of 
his  time  which  could  be  fpared,  was  as  ufual 
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devoted  to  literary  and  fcientific  purfuits.  Bo-^ 
tanical  refearches  occafionally  diverted  his 
hours  of  relaxation,  but  he  found  impediments 
to  them  from  the  weaknefs  of  his  fight,  and 
heat  of  the  climate. 

The  conftitution  of  Lady  Jones,  which  was 
naturally  delicate,  had  fufFered  fo  much  from 
repeated  attacks  of  indifpofition,  that  a  change 
of  climate  had  long  been  prefcribed  by  the 
phyficians,  as  the  only  means  of  preferving 
her  life ;  but  her  affedtionate  attachment  to 
her  hufband  had  hitherto  induced  her  to  re- 
main in  India,  in  oppofition  to  this  advice, 
though  with  the  full  convidion  that  the  re- 
covery of  her  health,  in  any  confiderable 
degree,  was  impofTible.  She  knew  that  the 
obligation  which  he  had  voluntarily  contradl- 
ed,  to  tranflate  the  digeft  of  Hindu  and  Mo- 
hammedan laws,  was  the  only,  though  infu- 
perable  obftacle  to  his  accompanying  her,  and 
hi^  entreaties  were  neceflary  to  gain  her  re- 
luctant aflent  to  undertake  the  voyage  without 
his  fociety.  In  the  courfe  of  his  correfpondence, 
we  trace  his  ardour  to  explore  the  new-  ob- 
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jedlts  of  inveftigatlon  which  increafing  know- 
ledge had  difcovered  to  him',  and  an  intention 
to  purfue  the  line  of  his  refearches  through 
Perfia  or  China,  by  a  cijrcuitous  rout  to  his  na- 
tive country ;  and  at  an  earlier  period,  when 
the  extent  of  the  field  of  inveftigatlon  appear- 
ed boundlefs,  he  had  declared  his  determina- 
tion to  remain  in  India  until  the  clofe  of  the 
century,  if  it  fhould  pleafe  God  to  prolong 
his  life.  But  afFedlion  fetilimits  to  his  zeal  for 
knowledge,  and  when  it  was  finally  fettled 
that  Lady  Jones  fhould  return  to  England,  he 
determined  himfelf  to  follow  her  in  the  en- 
fuing  feafon,  hoping  by  this  period  to  have 
difcharged  his  engagements  with  the  govern- 
ment of  India.     She  embarked  in  December 

1793- 
In  the   beginning   of   1 794,  Sir  William 

Jones  publifhed  a  work,  in  which  he  had  long 
been  engaged, — a  tranflation  of  the  Ordinances 
of  Menu,  comprifing  the  Indian  fyftem  of  du- 
ties religious  and  civil.  This  tafk  was  fug- 
gefted  by  the  fame  motives,  which  had  induced 
him  to  undertake  the  compilation  of  the  di- 
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geft;  to  aid  the  benevolent' intentions  of  the 
legiflature  of  Great  Britain,  in  fecuring  to  the 
natives  of  India  the  adminiftration  of  jufticc, 
to  a  certain  extent,  by  their  own  laws.  Menu 
is  efteemed  by  the  Hindus  the  firft  of  created 
beings,  and  not  the  oldeft  only,  but  the  holieft, 
of  legiflators;  and  his  fyftem  is  fo  comprehen-j 
five  and  fo  minutely  exadl,  that  it  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  an  inflitute  of  Hindu  law,  prefa- 
tory to  the  more  copious  digeft. 

This  work,  to  ufe  the  words  of  the  tranf-, 
lator,  contains  abundance  of  curious  matter, 
extremely  interefting  both  to  fpeculatlve 
lawyers  and  antiquaries,  with  many  beauties, 
which  need  not  be  pointed  out,  and  with  many, 
blemifhes,  which  cannot  be  juftified  or  pal- 
liated. It  IS  indeed  a  fyftem  of  defpotifm  and 
prieftcraft,  both  limited  by  law,  but  artfuflly 
confpiririg  to  give  mutual  fupport,  though 
with  mutual  checks ;  it  is  filled  with  ftrange 
conceits  in  m'etaphyficks  and  natural  philofo?- 
phy,  with  idle  fuperftitions,  and  with  a  fcheme 
of  theology  moft  obfeurely  figurative,  and 
confequently  liable  to  dangerous   mifconcepfe 
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tion;  it  abounds  with  ttiihute  and  cKildifh  fof- 
malities,  with  ceferaonies  generally  abfurd,  and 
often  ridiculous ;  the  punifhments  arfe  pattial 
and  painful,  for  fdme  critrtes  dreadfully  cruel, 
for  others  ireprehenfibly  flight :  and  thfe  very 
morals,  though  rigid  enoiigh  on  the  whole, 
are  in  one  or  two  inftances  (as  in  the  cafe  of 
light  oaths  and  pious  perjury)  unaccountably 
relaxed;  heverthelefs,  a""  fpirit  of  fublinie  de- 
votion, of  benevolence   to  manTcind|  and  of 
aihiable  tendernefs  to  all  creatures,  pervadfes 
the  whole  work ;  the  ftyle  of  it  has  a  certain 
auftere  majefly,  that  founds  like  the  language 
of  legiHation,  and  extorts  a  refpedtful  ^we ; 
the  fentiments  of  independence  upon  all  be- 
ings but  God,  arid  the  harfh  admonitions  even 
to  kings,  are  truly  noble;  and  the  many  pa- 
negyrics on  the  Gayatri,  the  mother,  as  it  is 
called,  of  the  veda,  prove  the  authof  to  have 
adored,  not  the  vifible  material  fun,  but  that^ 
divine  and  incomparably  greater  light,  to  ufe 
the  words  of  the  moft  venerable   text  in  the 
Indian  Scripture,  which  illumines  all,  deU'^brs 
all,  from  which  all  proceed,  to  n.vhich  all  mujt 
i/fe— V.  II. . .  a 
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return^  and -^ hie h   can    a/one  i'rradiaffj  ■  not 
our  vifual  organs,  but  our  fouls  and  our  in- 
telle£ts. 

The  appreciation  of  a  work,  which  had  op- 
cupied  fo  large  a  portion  of  his  time  and  at- 
tention, affords  a  proof  of  the  judgment  and 
candour  of  Sir  William  Jones.  The  ordi- 
nances of  Menu  are  by  no  means  calculated 
for  general  reading ;  but  they  exhibit  the 
manners  of  a  remarkable  people,  in  a  remote 
age,  and  unfold  the  principles  of  the  moral 
and  religious  fyftems,  to  which  the  Hindus 
have  invariably  adhered,  notwithllanding  their 
long  fubjedlion  to  a  foreign  dominion. 

I  now  prefent  to  the  reader,  the  lall  letter 
which  I  receiyed  from  Sir  William  Jones, 
written  twQ  months  before  the  departure  of 
Lady  Jones  from  India. 


MY  DEAR  SIR, 


A  few  days  after  I  troubled  you  about 
the  yacht,  I  felt  a  fevere  pang  on  hearing  of 
your  domeftic  misfortune ;  and  I  felt  more  for 
you  than  I  fhpuldformoft  men,  on  fo  melan- 
choly an   occafion,  becaufe  I  well  know  the 
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fenfibility  of  your  heart.  The  only  topic  of 
confolation  happily  prefented  itfelf  to  you: 
itafon  perhaps  might  convince,  us,  that  the 
death  of  a  created  being  never  happens  with- 
out the  will  pf  the  Creator,  who  governs  this 
world  by  a  fpecial  interpofition  of  his  provi- 
dential care ;  but,  as  this  is  a  truth  which  Re- 
velation exprefsly  teaches  us,  our  only  true 
comfort  in  afflidion  muft  be  derived  from 
Chriftian  philofophy,  which  is  fo  far  from 
encouraging  us  to  ftifle  our  natural  feelings, 
that  even  the  divine  Author  of  it  wept  on  the 
death  of  a  friend.  This  doflriiie,  though  fu- 
|)erfluous  to  youj  is  always  prefent  to  my 
mind ;  and  I  Jhall  have  occafion  in  a  few 
years,  by  the  courfe  of  naiture,  to  prefs  it  orl 
the  mind  of  Lady  Jones,  the  gr;;at  age  of 
whofe  mother  ia  one  of  my  reafons  for  hoping 
moft  anxiouflyj  that  nothing  may  prevent  her 
returning  to  England  this  feafon.  *  * 
.*  ,  *  ,  I  will  follow  her  as  foon  as  I  can, 
poffibly  at  the  beginning  of  1795,  but  proba- 
bly pot  ,till  the  feafon  after  that ;  for  although 
I  fhall  have  more  tiian  enough  to  fupply  all  the 
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wants  of  a  man,  who  would  rather  have  been 
Cincinnatus  with  his  plough,  than  LucuUus 
with  all  his  wealth,  yet  1  wifh  to  complete 
the  fyfteni  of  Indian  laws  while  I  remain  in 
India,  becaufe  I  wifh  to  perform  whatever  I 
promife,  with  the  leaft  poffible  imperfection  j 
and  in  fo  difficult  a  work  doubts  mufl  arife^ 
which  the  pundits  alone  could  remove.  You 
continue,  I  hope,  to  find  the  gardens  healthy ; 
nothing  can  be  more  pleafant  than  the  houfe 
in  which  we  live;  but  it  might  juflly  be  called 
the  temple  of  the  winds,  efpecially  as  it  has 
an  o£tagonal  form,  like  that  erefled  at  Athens 
to  thofe  boiflerous  divinities.  I  cannot  get  rid 
of  the  rheumatifm  which  their  keen  breath 
has  given  me,  and  fubmit  with  reluctance  to 
the  neceffity  of  wrapping  myfelf  in  fhawls  and 
flannel.  We  continue  to  be  charmed  with 
the  perfpicuity,  moderation,  and  eloquence  of 
Filangieri. 

Of  European  politics  I  think  as  little  as  pof- 
fible,; not  becaufe  they  do  not  intereft  my 
heart,  but  becaufe  they  give  me  too  much 
pain.  I  have  "  godd  will  towards  men^and 
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wifh  peace  on  earth  j"  but  I  fee  chiefly  under 
the  fun,  the  two  clafles  of  men  whom  Solo- 
mon defcribes,the  oppreffor  and  the  opprefled. 
I  have  no  fear  in  England  of  open  defpotifm, 
nor  of  anarchy.  I  Ihall  cultivate  my  fields 
and  gardens,  and  think  as  little  as  pofTible  of 
monarchs  or  oligarchs. 

I  am,  &c. 
*         *  *         * ,        * 

It  would  not  be  eafy  to  give  expreflion  to 
the  feelings  excited  by  the  perufal  of  this  let^- 
ter,  nine  years  zifter  the  date  of  it.  In  recall- 
ing the  memory  of  domeftic  misfortunes, 
which  time  had  nearly  obliterated,  it  revives 
with  new  force  the  recoUedion  of  that  friend, 
whofe  fympathy  endeavoured  to  foothe  the 
forrows  of  a  father  for  the  lofs  of  his  children. 
The  tranfition  by  Sir  William  Jones  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  own  fituation  is  natural, 
and  the  conjugal  bofom  may  perhaps  fympa- 
thize  with  a  fond  hufband,  anticipating  the 
affliction  of  the  wife  of'  his  affeftion,  and  his 
own  efforts  to  confole  her;  that  wife  however 
ftill  furvives  to  lament  her  irreparable  lofs  in  the 
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death  of  Sir  William  Jones  himfelf/and  has 
had  for  fome  years  the  happinefs  to  confble, 
by  the  tendereft  'affiduities,  the  increafing  in- 
firmities of  an  aged  mother*. 

The  friends  of  Religion,  who  know  the  va- 
lue of  the  "'  fure  and  certain  hopes"  which  it 
infpires,  will  remark  with  fatisfaftiGn,  the  pious 
fentiments  exprefled  by  Sir  William  Jones  a 
few  months  only  before  his  own  death.  They 
will  recoUeft  the  determination  which  he 
formed  in  youth,  to  examine  with  attention 
the  evidence  of,  our  holy  Religion,  and  v,rill 
rejoice  to  find  unprejudiced  enquiry  terminat- 
ing, as  might  be  exped:ed,  in  a  rational  coa- 
■yidion  of  its.  truth  and  divine  authority. 

Of  this  convidtipn,  his  publications,  though 
Bone  of  them  were  profefledly  religious,  ;^f- 
ford  ample  and  indubitable  teftimony;  and  I 
cannot  dgern  it  a  fuperfluous  tafk  (to  me,  in- 
deed, it  will  be  moft,  grateful)  to  feledt  from 
them,  and  from  fuch  other  materials  as  I  pof- 

*  Mrs,  Sliiplpy  died  onth?  Ptji  of  March,  ]  803,  in  her 
87th  year.  She  retained  all  her  faculties  to  that  prolonged 
•peiriodr 
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fefs,  his  opinions  on    a  fubjedt  of  undeniable 
importance. 

Amongft  the  papers  written  by  Sir  William 
Jones,  I  find  the  following  prayer,  compofed 
by  him  on  the  firft  day  of  the  year  1782, 
about  fifteen  months  before  his  embarkation 
for  Iridia,  and  more  than  twelve  years  before 
his  death  : 

A  PRAYER. 

Eternal  and  incomprehenfible  Mind,  who, 
by  thy  boundlefs  power,  before  time  beg^n, 
createdfl:  innumerable  worlds  for  thy  glory ^  and 
innumerable  orders  of  beings  for  their  happi- 
nefs,  which  thy  infinite  goodnefs  prompted 
thee  to  defire,  and  thy  infinite  wifdom  en- 
abled thee  to  know !  we,  thy  creatures,  vanifh 
JBito  nothing  before  thy  fupreme  Majefty; 
we  hourly  feel  our  weakness ;  we  daily  be- 
wail our  'uices\  we  continually  acknowledge 
our  folly,  thee  only  we  adore  with  awful  ve- 
neration; thee  we  thank  with  the  moft  fervent 
zeal;  thee  we  praife  with  aftonifhment  and 
rapture ;  to  ihy  powel'  we  humbly  fubmil;  of 
thy  goodnefs  we  devoutly  implore  protedion; 
fin.  thy  wifdom  we  firmly  and  cheerfully  rely. 
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We  do  but  open  our  eyes,  and  Inftantly  we 
perceive  thy  divine  exiftence ;  we  do  but  ex- 
ert our  reafotiy  and  in  a  moment  we  difcover 
thy  divine  attributes:  but  our  eyes  could  not 
behold  thy  fpleridQur^  nor  could  our  mmds 
comprehend  thy  divine  ejlfenoe-y  we  fee  thee 
only  through  thy  ftupendous  and  all-perfecS 
works  ;  we  know  thee  only  by  that  ray  of  fa- 
cred  light,  which  it  has  pleafed  thee  to  reveal, 
Neverthelefs,  if  creatures  too  ignorant  to  con~ 
ceive^  and  too  depraved  to  purfiie,  the  means  of 
their  own  happinefs,  may  without  prefump- 
tion  exprefs  their  wants  to  their  Greator, 
let  us  humbly  fupplicate  thee  to  remove  fron^ 
us  that  6^11,  which  thou  haft  permitted  for  a 
time  to  Qxift,  that  the  ultimate  good  of  all  may 
be  complete,  and  to  fecure  us  from  that  vice^ 
which  thou  fyfFereft  to  fpread  fnares  around 
us,  that  the  triumph  of  virtue  may  be  more 
cpnfpicuous.  Irradiate  our  minds  with  'all 
lifeful  truth  ;  inftil  into  our  hearts  a  fpirit  of 
general  benevolence;  give  underjianding  to  the 
foolifli ;  meehiefs  to  the  proud  ;  temperance  to 
the  diflblute ;  fortitude  to  the  feeble-hearted  j 
kopeio  the  defpondingj/tf/zA  to  the  unbeliev^^ 
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ing;  diligence  to  the  flothful;  patknceXQ  thofe 
who  are  'mpmn\  and  thy  celeftial  aid  to  thofe 
who  are  in  danger:  Comfort  the  affii5ied\  re- 
i  lieve  the  dijireffed;  fupply  the  bungry  with 
falutary  food,  and  the  ihirjiy  with  a  plenti^ 
ful  ftream.  Impute  not  our  dmhts  to  in- 
difference^  npr  our  Jloivnefs  of  belief  to  hard- 
nefs  of  heart ;  but  be  indulgent  to  '  our  irti- 
■perfeSi  nature^  and  fupply  our  imperfeSiions 
by  thy  heavenly  favour.  "  Suffer  not,  we 
*'  anxioufly  pray,  fuffer  not  opprejjion  to  pre- 
*'  vajl  over  innocence^  nor  the  might  of  the 
"  avenger  ovex^eweaknefs  oixhtjuji.^'  When- 
ever we  addrefs  thee  in  our  retirement  from, 
the  vanities  of  the  world,  if  our  prayers  are 
foQliJh^  pity  us  j  if  prefur/iptuous^  pardon  usj  if 
acceptable  to  thee,  grant  them,  all-powerful 
QOD,  grant  them :  And,  as  with  our  living 
voice,  and  with  our  dying  lips,  we  will  exprefs 
our  fubmiflxon  to  thy  decrees^  adore  thy  pro- 
vidence^ and  blefs  thy  difpenfations  j  fo  in  all 
f]it;ure  ftates,  to  which  we  reverently  hope 
thy  goodnefs  will  raife  us,  grant  that  we  may 
continue  fraifing^  admiring^  venerating,  wor- 


234 
pipping  thee  more  and  more,  through  wor/</j 
without  number,  and  agis  without  end! 
Jan.  I,  178Z. 
I  do  not  adduce  this  prayer  as  evidence  of 
the  belief  of  Sir  William  Jones  in  the  doc- 
trines of  Jefus  Chrift ;  although  I  think  that 
ftich  a  compofition  could  hardly  have  been 
framed  by  an  unbeliever  in  the  Gofpel,  or,  if  this 
be  deemed  poffible,  that  a  mind  capable  of  feel- 
ing the  fentimentswhichitexprefTes,  could  long 
have  witholden  its  aflent  to  the  truths  of 
Revelation.  It  is  evidently  the  efFulion  of  a 
pious  mind,  deeply  impreffed  with  an  awful 
fenfe  of  the  infinite  wifdom,  power,  and  bene- 
volence of  his  Creator,  and  of  the  ignorance, 
weaknefs,  and  depravity  of  human  nature  j 
fentiments  which  reafon  and  experience 
ftrongly  fuggeft,  and  which  Revelation  ex- 
prefsly  teaches.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that 
long  before  this  prayer  was  written,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Jones  had  demonftrated*  to  his  own  fa- 
tisfaftion,  that  Jefus  was  the  MefEah,  pre^ 
di^ftedby  the  Prophets;  that  amongft  his  pro, 

*  Memoirs,  p.  ~  1 1 5,  vol.  i, 
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jefted  occupations  in  India,  one*  was  to  tranC-' 
late  the  Pfalms  into  Perfic,  and  the  Gofpcf 
of  Luke  into  Arabic, — a  defign  which 
could  only  have  originated  in  his  convi£tion 
of  the  importance  and  infpiration  ofthefe  di- 
vine books  ;  that  in  the  year  after  the  date  of 
the  prayer,  we  have  a  direct  and  public  avowat 
of  his  belief  in  the  divinity  of  our  Saviour  f ;  and 
again  in  the  next,  another  prayer  by  him  ex- 
preffing  his  exclufnre  reliance  on  the  merits  of 
his  Redeemer  for  his  acceptance  with  GodJ. 

Amongft  the  publications  of  Sir  William 
Jones,  in  which  his  religious  fentiments  are 
exprefled,  I  fhall  firft  notice,  A  Dijjertation 
on  the  Gods  of  Greece,  Italy,  and  Rome, wxiMe.n 
in  1784,  but  revifed  and  printed  in  1786,  in 
which  the  following  paffage  occurs :  "  Dif- 
"^  quifitions  concerning  the  manners  and  con- 
«'  dudlof  our  fpeeies,  in  early  times,  or  indeed 
"  at  any  time,  are  always  curious  at  leaft,  and 
^'  amufing;  but  they  are  highly  interefting 
*'  to  fuch   as   can   fay  of  themfelves,   with 

*  Memoirs,  p.  4.  vol.  ii.  f  Ibid.  p.  9.  vol.  iL 

%  Ibid.  p.  41.  vol.  ii. 
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**  Chremes  in  the  play,  '  We  are  men,  and 
**  *  take  an  intereil  in  all  that  relates  to  man- 
*'  '  kind.'  They  may  even  be  of  folid  import- 
*'  ance  in  an  age,  when  fome  intelligenls  and 
*'  virtuous  perfons  are  inclined  to  doubtthe  au- 
**  thenticity  of  accounts  delivered  by  Moses, 
**  concerning  the  primitive  world ;  fmce  no 
"  modes  or  fources  of  reafoning  can  be  ummpor- 
*'  tant,  "wbicb  have  a  tendency  to  remove  Juck 
"  doubts.  Either  the  firft  eleven  chapters  of 
*'  Gene/is,  (all  due  allowances  being  made  for  a 
*^  figurative  Eaftern  ftyle,)  are  true,  or  the 
*'.  whole  fabric  of  our  national  religion  is  falfe; 
*'  a  conclufion,  which  none  of  us  I  truft  would 
*'  wiih  to  be  drawn.  I,  who  cannot-  help  be- 
"  lieving  the  divinity  of  the  Messiah,  from 
*'-  the  undifputed  antiquity,  and  manifeft  com- 
**  pletion  of  many  prophecies,  efpecially  thofe 
*'  of  Isaiah,  in  the  only  perfon  recorded  by 
"  hift'ory,  to  whom  they  are  appUcable,  am 
"  obliged  of  courfe  to  believe  the  fandiity  of 
*'  the  venerable  books,  to  which  that  facred 
"  perfon  refers  as  genuine:  but  it  is  not  the 
*'  truth  of  our  national  religion,  as  fuch,  that 
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**  I  have  at  heart;  it  is  truth  itfelf :  and  \£ 
*'  any  cool,  unbiaffed  deader  will  clearly,  con- 
**  vince  me,  that  Mofes  drew  his  narrativfij 
"  through  Egyptian  conduits,  from  the  pri- 
"  meval  fountains  of  Indian  literature,  I  ihali 
"  efteem  him  as  a  friend,  for  having  weeded 
"  my  mind  from  a  capital  error,  and  promife 
**  to  ftand  among  the  foremoft  in  affifting  to 
*'  circulate  the  truth  which  he  has  afcertained* 
"  After  fuch  a  declaration,  I  cannot  but  per- 
"  fuade  mylelf,  that  no  candid  man  will 
"  be  difpleafed,  if,  in  the  courfe  of  my  work, 
*'  I  make  as  free  with  any  arguments,  that  he 
*'  may  have  advanced,  as  I  fhould  really  defire 
*'  him  to  do  with  any  of  mine,  that  he  may  be 
*'  difpofed  to  controvert.," 

Let  not  the  candour  of  the  declaration,  con- 
tained in  the  preceding  quotation,  alarm  thd 
ferious  Chriftian;  the  fair  inference  to  be 
drawn  from  it  is  this,  that  Sir  William  Jones 
was  incapable  of  affirming  what  he  did  hot 
fully  believe ;  and  the  avowal  of  his  faith  iii 
the  divinity  of  our  Saviour,  is  therefore  to  be  - 
received  as  decifive  evidenceof  the  fmcerity  of 
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Ilk  belief:  indeed  his  declaration  may  be  con* 
fidered   as  the  proof  of  his  faith ;   and  his 
faith  to  be  grounded  in^iroportion  to  the  open-' 
nefs  of  his   declaration.      That  any  reafoner 
tould  convince  him,  that  Mofes  had  borrowed 
his  narrative  from  Indian  fources,  he  never 
for  a  moment  fuppofed,  and  if  a  doubt  coul^ 
be  entertaiined  on  this  fubjedt,  another  paC- 
iage   in   the   fame  diflertation  muft  at  once 
annihilate  it.     He  had  indeed  no  hefitation  to 
acknowledge  his  perfuafion,  that  a  connedtion 
fubfifted  between  the  old  idolatrous  nations 
of  Egypt,  India,  Greece,  and  Italy,  long  be- 
fore they  migrated  to  their  feveral  fettlements, 
and  confequently  before  the  birth  of  Mofes  j 
but  he  was  equally  perfuaded,  that  the  truth, 
of  the  propofition  could  in  no  degree  afFedt 
the  veracity  and  fandity  of  the  Mofaic  hiftory, 
which,  if  any  confirmation  of  it  were  necef- 
fary,  it  would  rather  tend  to  confirm. 
.  -  "  The'divine  legate  (I  now  quote  his  words) 
*'  educated  by  the  daughter  of  a  king^  and  in 
"  all  refpefts  highly  accomplifhed,  could  not 
*'  but  know  the  mythological  fyflem  of  Egypt, 
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**  but  he  muft  have  condemned  the  fuperftl-' 
*'  tions  of  that  people,  and  defpifed  the  fpecu^- 
**  lative  abfurdities  of  their  priefts,  though 
'  *  fome  of  their  traditions  Goncerning  the  crea- 
"  tion  and  the  flood,  were  founded  on  truth. 
"  Who  was  bettei*  acquainted  with  the  mytho- 
*•  logy  of  Athens,  than  Socrates  ?  who  more 
*'  accurately  verfed  in  the  rabbinical  do6lrines, 
"  than  Paul  ?  Who  poffefTed  clearer  ideas  of 
**  all  ancient  aftronomical  fyftems,  than  New- 
"  ton ;  or  of  fcholaftic  metaphyficks,  than. 
"  Locke?  In  whom  could  the  Romifh  Church 
*'  have  had  a  more  formidable  opponent,  than 
*'  in  Chillingworth,  whofe  deep  knowledge  of 
"  its  tenets  rendered  him  fo  competent  to  dif- 
"  putp  them?  In  a  Vv'^ord,  who  more  exacflly 
*'  knew  the  abominable  rites  and  fhocking 
'*  idolatry  of  Canaan,  than  Mofes  himfelf  ?  Yet 
"  the  learning  of  thofe  great  men  only  incited 
"  them  to  feek  other  fources  of  truth,  piety, 
"  and  virtue,  than  thofe  in  which  they  had 
*'  long  been  immerfed.  There  is  no  fliadow 
"then  of  a  foundation  for  an.  opinion,  that 
*'  Mofes  borrowed  the  firft  nine  or  ten  chap- 
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*•  tcrs  of  G'entjis  from  the  llteratilre  of  Egypt} 
*'  ftill  lefs  can  the  adamantine  pillars  of  our 
*'  Chriftian  faith  be  moved  by  the  refult  of  any 
*'  debates  on  the  comparative  antiquity  of  the 
"  Hindus  and  Egyptiarts,  or  of  any  enquiries 
*'  into  the  Indian  theology." 

From  the  fame  difTertation  I  fele6l  an- 
other paflage,  which  from  its  importance  is  en- 
titled to  particular  notice,  w^hile  it  evinces  the 
folicitudeof  Sir  William  Jones  to  corredt  a  mit 
conception,  which,  in  my  opinion,  has  beefi 
idly  and  injudicioufly  brought  forward  to  fup- 
port  a  fundamental  tenet  of  Evangelical  Re- 
velation. 

"  Yery  refpeilable  natives  have  affufed  me, 
*'  that  one  or  two  miffionaries  have  been  ab- 
*'  furd  enough,  in.their  zeal  for  the  converfioti 
"  of  the  Gentiles,  to  urge,  that  the  Hindu^ 
"  were  even  now  almoft  Chriftians,  becaufS 
"  their  Bramha,  Vifhnu,  and  Mahefa,  were 
"  no  other  than  the  Chriftian  Trinity;  a  fen- 
*'  tence  in  which  we  can  only  doubt  whether 
*'  folly,  ignorance,  or  impiety,  predominates." 

The  three  Hindu  deities,  were  perhaps  ori- 
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gitially  perfonificatioiis  only  of  the  creating, 
preferving^  and  dejiroying,  dr,  ^s  it  may  be  lin- 
derftood,  the  n-produc'mg  powfer  of  the  Su*. 
preme  Being.  By  the  bulk  of  the  people 
they  are  confidered  as  diftindt  pferfonages, 
each  invefted  with  divine  attributes ;  and  the 
mythological  writings  of  the  Hindus  Contain 
moil  ample  and  abfurd  hiftories  of  them  ;  but 
in  the  Vedanti  philofophy,  which  is  evidently 
Platonic,  the  Almighty,  known  by  the  niyf- 
tical  and  incommunicable  appellation  of  O'M, 
is  the  only  being,  and  all  others,  including 
Brahma,  Vishnu,  and  Mahefa,  are  only  the 
creatures  of  idea  or  perception,  which  will  pe- 
rifh  in  the  geheral  annihilation,  whilft  O'M 
alone  furvives  through  all  eternity*.     Thus, 

*  On  this  subject,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  4uote  some 
curious  passages  from  a  translation  of  a  Persic  version  of 
the  Yoog  Vashesti,  a  very  ancient  composition  in  ijansprit. 
There  are  several  Persian  versions  of  this  work;  bat  many 
pages  of  that  from  which  the  present  translation  is  given, 
were  compared  with  tlie  original  Sanscrit,  and  found  to  be' 
substantially  accurate. 

"  The  instability  of  the  world,  and  of  every  thing  con- 
"  tained  in  it,  is  certain ;  hence  it  will  one  day  happen,  that 
"  the\evil  deities  who  are  now  so  powerful,  shall  fall  into 
"  annihilation,  and  the  Debtas  distinguished  by  the  title 
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whether  wc  CQ1aC^d&^  the  vulgar  ©pinion  re- 
fpe£ting  tfeefe  three  divinities,  or  that  of  the 
Vedanti  fe<fl,  nething  (to  ufe  the  words  of  Si» 
William  Jones)  can  he  more  evident,  than 
"that  the  Indian  triad,  and  that  of  Plato, 
"  which  he  Galls  the  Supreme  Goody  thereiafon 
"  and  the  foul,  are  infinitely  remoived  from  the 

"  of  Amrit,  or  immortal,  shall  perish.  The  Bermhand*, 
"  on  which  all  nature  depends  for  existence,  shall  be 
'f  bf olf en,  and,  not  a  trace  remain  of  Bramha,  Vishnu,  or 
"  Siva.     Time,  ha,ving  annihilated  all,  shall  bimf elf p&ash. 

"  Bramha,    Vishnu,    and    Mahdpva,    notwithstanding 
"  their.  otcJitd .digmty,yi-3&  into,  the  jaws  of  inexistence. 


"  You  are  not  to  consider  Vishnu,  Bramha,  or  Mahdeva, 
'f  a;id  other  incorporate  beings  as  the  deity,  although  they 
"  have  each  the  denomina,tion  of  devaor  divine;  these  are 
"  all  created,  whilst  the  Supreme  Being  is  without  begin- 
"  ning  or  end,  unformed  and  uncijeatedr-worship  and  adore' 
«'  liim. 


"  The  worship  which  is  paid  to  the  inferior  deities  and 
"•the  representations  of  them,  proceeds  from  this:  man- 
"  kind  in  general  are  more  affected  by  appearances  than 
"  realities ;  the  former  they  comprehend,  but  the  latter 
*'  are  difficult  to  be  understood.  Hence  learned  tutors 
"  first  place  figures  before  them,  that  their  minds  may  be 
"  composed,  and  conducted  by  degrees  to  the  essential 
•4  Unity  who  survives  the  ajinihEation,  when  the  Debtas, 
'[  and  all  created  existence  are  dissolved  and  absorbed  lata 
'^  hjs  esseiJce.C 
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"  holifiers  atid  fublimisy  of  the  Chridiaft  ddc- 
»'  trine  of  the  Trinity,  and  that  the  tenet  of  ouf 
•'  Church  cannot  without  pfofaiiensfej  be  com- 
""  pared  with  that  ©f  the  Mibdtis-,  which  has  an 
*'  appafent-  Fefemblance  to  it,  hm  a  vety  differ-' 
"  ent  meaning/' 

At  the  end  of  the  fame  tfeatife,  Sir  Wi:Hkift- 
Jones  enumerated  the/ad  oi>Jfacks  to  tbg  extefl- 
fion  of  our  *•  pure  JaiW^  ia  Hinduftan,  and 
?eaclude»  as  follows : 

*'  The  only  human  mode  perhaps  of  cauf- 
*'  ing  fo  great  a  revolution,  i^^  to  tranflate  inio 
"  Sanfcrit  and  Perlian,  fuch  chapters  of  the 
*'  prophets,  and  particularly  Ifaiah,  as  are  in- 
*'  difputably  evangelical,  together  with  one  of 
"the  Gofpels,  and  a  plain  prefatory  difcourfe 
*'  containing  full  evidence  of  the  very  diftant 
"  ages,  in  which  the  predidions  themfelves 
"  and  the  hiftory  of  the  divine  per/on  predidl- 
*'  ed,  were  leveraHy  made  public,  and  then 
*'  quietly  to  difperfe  the  work  among  the  -^ell- 
*'  educated  natives^  with  whom,  if  in  dtte 
**  time  it  failed  of  prom'otiog  very  fal'utary 
*'  fruit  by  its  natural  influence,  we  could  only 
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"  lament  more  than  ever,  the  llfength  of  pre- 
"  judice  and  weaknefs  of  unaffifted  reafon." 

That  the  converfion  of  the  Hindus  to  the 
Chriftian  religion,  -vvould  have  afforded  him 
the  fmcereft  pleafure,  may  be  fairly  inferred 
from  the  above  pafTage ;  his  wifti  that  it  fliould 
take  place,  is  ftill  more  clearly  exprefled  in  the 
following  quotation  from  one  of  his  Hymns 
to  Lac^m'y  the  Ceres  of  India,  and  a  perfoni- 
fication  of  the  Divine  Goodnefs.  After  de- 
fcribing  moft  feelingly  and  poetically  the  hor- 
rid effedls  of  famine  in  India,  he  thus  con- 
cludes the  hymn : 

From  ills  that,  painted,  harrow  up  the  breast, 

(What  agonies,  if  real,  must  they  give  !) 
Preserve, thy  vot'ries :  be  their  laboui's  blest! 

Oh !  bid  the  patient  Hindu  rise  and  live. 

His  erring  mind,  that  wizzard  lore  beguiles. 

Clouded  by  priestly  wiles, 

To  senseless  nature  bows,  for  nature's  God, 
Now,  stretch'd  o'er  ocean's  vast,  from  happier  isles, 
He  sees  the  wand  of  empire,  not  the  rod  : 
ylh,  may  those  beams  that  Western  skies  illume, 

Disperse  ih'  unholy  gloom  ! 
Meairiwhile,  may  laws,  by  myriads  long  rever'd. 

Their  strife  appease,  their  gentler  claims  decide  ! 

So  shall  their  victors,  mild  with  virtuous  pride. 
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J     To  many  a  cherish'd,  grateful  race  endear'd. 
With  temper'd  love  be  fear'd; 
Though  mists  prof an^  obscure  their  narrow  ken. 
They  err,  yet  feel,  though  Pagans,  they  are  men. 

The  teftimony  of  Sir  William  Jbnes  to  the 
verity  and  authenticity  of  the  Old  and  New 
T'eftament  is  well  known,  from  the  c^re  with, 
which  it  has  been  circulated  in  England ;  but 
as  it  has  a  particular  claim  to  be  infcrted  in  the 
memoirs  of  his  life,  I  tranfcribe  it  from  his 
Qwn  pianufcript  in  his  Bible  :— ^ 

**  I  have  carefully  and  regularly  perufed 
"  thefe  Holy  Scriptures,  and  am  of  opinion, 
■ '  that  the  vplume,  independently  of  its  divine 
"  origin,  contains  more  fublimity,  purer  mo^-- 
"  rality,  more  important  hiflory,  and  finer 
"  ftrains  of  eloquence,  than  can  be  coUeded 
*^  froiii  all  other  boolfs,  in  whatever  language 
"they  may  have- been  written." 

This  opinion  is  repeated  with  little  variation 
of  expreffion,  in  a  difcourfe  addrefTed  to  the 
fociety  in  February,  1791 : — 

"  Theological  enquiries  are  no  part  of  my 
*^  prefent  fubjedt;  but  I  cannot  refrain  from 
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"  adding,  that  the  colledion  of  traSs,  which 
'■  we  call  firom  th^ir  excellence  tKe  Scriptures^ 
"  contain,   independently  of  a  divine  origin, 
"  more  true  fublimity,  more  exquifite  beauty, 
'*  purer  morality,  more  important  hiftory,  and 
"  finer  ftrajns  both  of  poetry  and  eloquence, 
"  than  could  be  colledled,  within  the   fame 
"  compafs,  from  all   other  books   that  were 
"  ever  compofed  in  any  age,  or  in  any  idiom. 
"  The  two  parts  of  which  the  Scriptures  con-r 
"  fift,  are   connefted  by  a  chain  of  compofi- 
"  tions,  which  bear  no  refemblance  in  form  or 
*'  ftyle  to  any  that  can  be  produced  from  the 
"  ftores  of  Grecian,   Indian,  Perfian,  or  ever; 
"  Arabian    learning;   the  'antiquity   of  thofe 
"  compofitjons  no  man  doubts ;  and  the  un- 
"  ftrained  applicatior^  of  them  to  events  long 
'•^  fubfequent  to  their  publication,  is   a  fclid 
"  ground  of  belief,  that  they  were  genuine 
"  compofitions,   and    confequently   infpired, 
"  But,  if  any  thing  be  the   abfolute  exclu- 
f '  five  property  of  each  individual,  it  is  his  ht-r 
"  lief;  and   I  hope  I  fhould  be  the  lall  man 
f  livirig,  who  cpuld  harbour  a  thought  of  pb- 
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**  truding  my  ©wn  belief  ©n  th«  free  minds  of 
**  others." 

In  his  difcourfe  of  the  foUowing  year,  we 
find  him  again  teentionllig  the  Mofaic  hiftory, 
under  a  fuppofition,  affumed  for  the  fake  <rf" 
the  argument  which  he  was  difciailihg,  that  it 
had  no  higher  authority  than  any  other  book 
of  hiftory,  which  the  r-efearch^s  of  the  curi- 
ous had  aoeidentally  brought  to  light. 

*'  On  this  fuppofition^"  (I  quote  his  own 
words,)  *'  that  the  firft  eleven  chapters  of  the 
"  book  which  it  i«  thought  proper  to  call  Ge- 
*'  nelis,  are  merely  a  preface  %q  the  oldeft  civil 
**  hiftory  now  extant,  we  fee  the  truth  of  them 
**  confirmed  by  antecedent  reafdning,  and  by 
"  evidence  in  part  highly  probable,  and  in 
*'  part  certain."  But  that  no  mifconception 
might  be  entertained  on  this  awful  fubjed:  by 
the  ignorant,  and  to  avoid  the  poffibility  of 
any  perverfe  mifapplication  of  his  fentiments, 
he  adds:  "  but  the  connection  of  the  Mofaic 
*'  hiftory  with  that  of  the  Gofpel,  by  a  chain 
♦'  of  fublime  predi<3;ions  unqueftionably  an- 
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*«  clent,  and  apparently*  fulfilled,  muft  induce 
*'  us  to  think  the  Hebrew  narrative  more  than, 
"  human  in  its  origin',  and  confequently  true 
'f  in  every  fubftantial  part  of  it,  though  poffl- 
"  bly  expriefled  in  figurative  language,  as  many 
*'  learned  and  pious  men  have  believed,  and 
*'  as  the  moft  pious  may  believe  without  in- 
"jury,  and  perhaps  with  advantage  to  the 
*^  caufe  of  Revealed  Religion." 

The  third  volume  of  the  Afiatic  Refearches, 
publifhed  in  1792,  contains  a  very  learned  and 
elaborate  treatife  of  Lieutenant  Wilford,  on 
'Egypt  and  the  Nile ^  from  the  ancient  books  of 
the  Hindus.  It  refers  to  a  paflage  in  a  Sanfcrit 
book,  fo  clearly  defcriptive  of  Noah,  under  the 
name  of  Satyvrata,  or  Satyavarman,  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  doubt  their  identity.     Of  the 


*  I  could  wish  that  Sir  William  Jones  had  detained  th^ 
expression,  which  hp  before  used,,  when  discussirig.  the 
same  topic,  as  the  word  apparently  may  seem  to  imply  a 
less  degree  of  conviction  than  he  actually  possessed,  as  the 
tenoi:  and  terms  of  the  passages  which  I  havp  quoted  indis- 
putably prove.  The  sense  in  which  it  is.  to  be  underst0io4| 
is  that  of  manifestly ;  his  reasoning  plainly  requires  it. 
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pafTage  thus  referred  to.  Sir  "William  Jones,  in 
9  note  annexed  to  the  diflertation,  has  given 
g  tranflat-ion  "  minutely  exa^."  Neither  the 
paflage,  nor  the  note,  has  appeared  in  the 
works  of  Sir  Williarn  Jones ;  and  as  the  for- 
mer is  curious,  and  as  the  note  h^s  an  Imme- 
diate conneftipn  with  the  fiibjedl  urijl^f  cpnfi- 
deration,  I  infert  both; 

Tranflation  from  the  !Pudma  PurIan, 
I .  To  Satyavarman,  the  fovereign  of  the  whole 
garth,  were  born  three  fpnsj  the  eldeft  Sher- 
raa,  then  Gharma,  and  thirdly,  Jyapeti  by 
name. 
Z-  They  were  all  men  of  good  morals,  e^cel-.. 
lent  in  virtue  ^nd  virtuous  deeds,  Ikilled  in 
the  ufe  of  weapons  to  ftrike  with  or  to  be 
thrown,  brave   men,  eager  for  vidory  in 
battle, 

3. : — r-.     But  Satyavarman,  being 

continually  delighted  with  devout  medita- 
tion, and  feeing  his  fons  fit  for  dominion, 
laid  upon  them  the  burden  of  government. 
4,  Whilft  he  remained  honouring  and  fatisfy- 
ing  the  gods,  and  priefts^and  kine,  one  day. 
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by  the  a£l  of  deftiny,  th'c  king  haviiig  drunk 
mead, 

5.  Became  fenfelefs,  and  lay  aileep naked:  then 
was  he  feen  by  Charma,  atid  by  him  tvere 
his  two  brothers  called. 

6.  To  whom  he  faid,  What  now  has  befallen? 

lii  what  ftate  is  this  our  fire?  By  thefe 
two  was  he  hidden  with  clothes,  and  Called 
to  his  fenfes  again  and  again. 

7.  Having  recovered  his  intellefl:,  and'pefftdly 

knowing  what  had  pafled,  he  curfed  Char- 
ma,-faying.  Thou  Ihalt  be  the  fervant  of 
fervants.. 

8.  And  fmce  thou  wafl  a  laughter  in  their  prg- 

fence,  from  laughter  tfhalt  thou  acquire  a 
name.  Then  he  ga^Ce  to  Shernia  the  wide 
domain  on  the  fmuh  of  the  fnowy  jnoun- 
tain, 

9.  And  to  Jyapeti  he  ga-te  all  on  the  north  of 

the  fnowy  mountain;  but  he  by  the  power 
of  religious  contemplation,  attained  fupreme 
bliss.  -    • 

*'  Now  you  will  probably  think  (Sir  Wil- 
*«  liam  Jones  fays,  addreffiftghimielf  to  the 
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*'  fociety)  that  even  the  concifcnefeai^idfimpli- 
**  city  of  this  narrative  are  excelled  by  the  Mofai^ 
*'  relation  of  the  fame  adventure;  butwhkfever 
*'  may  be  our  opinion  of  the  old  Iijdian  ftyle, 
*'  thisextraftmofl:  clearly  proves,  that  the  Saty- 
**  avrata  or  Satyav^raan  of  the  Purmf  Was  the 
**  fame  perfonage,  (as  it  has  been  afferted  in  a 
*f  fornier  publication)  with  the  Noah  of  fcrip- 
*'  ture ;  and  we  confequently  fix  the  litmoft 
*'  limit  of  Hindu  chronology ;  nor  can  it  be 
*'  with  reafon  inferred  from  the  identity  of  the 
'*  ftories  that  the  divine  legiflator  borrowed 
"  any  part  of  his  work  from  the  Egyptians ; 
^'  he  was  deeply  verfed,  no  doubt,  in  all  their 
*'  learning,  fuch  as  it  was ;  but  he  wrote  w/iai 
*^  he  knew  to  be  truth  itfelf,  independently  of 
'•  their  tales,  in  which  truth  was  blended  with 
'*  fable,  and  their  age  was  not  fo  remote  from 
^  the  days  of  the  patriarch,  but  that  every  oc- 
"  currence  in  his  life  ~  might  naturally  have 
''  been  preferved  by  tradition  from  father  to 

"fon."        ^  ■' 

In  his  tenth  difcourfe,  in   1793,  he  men- 
tions, with  a  fatisfadion  which  every  pious 
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jjiind  muft  enjoy,  the  refult  of  the  enquiries  of 
the  fociety  over  which  he  prefided. 

**  In  the  firft  place,  we  cannot  furely  deem 
■'  it  an  inconfiderable  advantage,  that  all  pur 
*^  hiftorical  refearches  h^ve  confirmed  the 
"  Mofaic  accounts  of  the  primitive  vyorld,  and 
"  our  teftimony  on  that  fubjedl  ought  to  have 
**  the  greater  weight,  becaufe,  if  the  refult  of 
*'  our  obfervations;  had  been  totally  different, 
^*  we  fhould  neverthelefs  have  publilli^d  them, 
**  not  indeed  with  eq'ual  pleafure,  but  with 
,"  equal  confidence  j  fqr  truth  is,  mighty,  and 
'**  'W^hp.tever  be  its  coufequences,  niuji  always 
*'  prevail:  but  independently  of  our  intereft  in 
"  corroborating  the  multiplied  evidences  of 
^'  Revealed  Religion,  we  could  fcarcely  gratify 
"  our  mifids  with  a  more  ufeful  and  rational 
*'  entertainment,  than  the  contemplation  of 
*•  thofe  wonderful  revolutions,  in  kingdoms 
"  and  ftates,  which  have  happened  within  lit- 
*'  tie  more  than  four  thoufand  years;  revolu- 
"  tions  almoft  as  fully  demonftrative  of  an  all- 
♦'  ruling  Providence,  as  the  ftrudli^re  of  the 
"  univerfe,    and    the    final    caufes,    whit^h 
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"  are  dlffcernible  in  Its  vthole  extent,  and  even 
"  in  its  feftioteft  parts.'* 

The  preceding  quotations  fufficiently  de- 
monftrate  the  fentiments  of  Sir  Williafft  Jones 
on  the  fubjedt  of  Revelation,  and  they  may  be 
fairly  confidered  as  evincing  an  anxiety  on  his 
part  to  imprefs  his  own  belief  on  others, 
for  the  yery  expreffions  which  may'  feem  to 
imply  hefitation  or  indifference  in  his  mind, 
are  partictilarly  adapted  to  enforce  convidion 
on  thofe,  to  whom  they  were  addrefled.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark,, that  the  refleftions  in  many 
of  the  paffages  cited,  although  fuch  as  would 
naturally  occur  to  a  believer  in  the  Scriptures," 
are  not  neceflarily  called  for  by  the  fubjeft  un- 
der  his  difcuffion,  and  could  only  proceed 
from,  his  zeal  in  the  inveftigation  andpropa-' 
gation  of  truth.  This  was  the  fixed  objetft  of 
his  whole  life,  as  he  has  himfelf  declared  in 
the  following  elegant  couplets : 

Before  thy  mystic  altar,  heav'nly  Truth, 
I  kneel  in  manhood,  as  I  knelt  in  youth : 
Thus  let  me  kneel,  till  this  dull  form  decay. 
And  life's  last  shade  be  brighten'd  by  thyxay : 
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T^^,'S^all  my  sQuI,.now  lost  In  clouds  below'. 
Soar  without  bound,  wit^iout  consuming  glow*. 

A  difciple  of  Voltaire  would  have  omrtted 
the  obfervatToms  made  by  Sir  Williarp  Jones, 
or  have  tortured  the  premifes  onr  which  they 
are  founded^  into  the  fervice  of  infidelity  j  nor 
would  he  have  declared  that,  "  in  order  to 
*.'  enlighten  the  minds  of  the  ignorant,  and  to 
"  enforce  the  obiedience  of  the  perverfe^  it  is 
*'  evident  a  priori,  that  a  revealed  Religion 
"  was  neceflary  in  the  great  fyftem  of  Provi- 
"  dence-}-." 

.  The  mind  of  Sir  William  Jones  was  never 
tainted  with, infidelity ;  but  there  was  a  period, 
as  I  have  already  obferved,  before  his  judg- 
ment was  matured,  and  before  he  had  ftudied 
the  Scriptures  with  clofe  attention,  when  his 
belief  in  the  truth  of  Revelation  was  tinged 

*  These  lines  were  written  by  Sir  William  Jones  in 
Berkley's  Siris;  they  are,  in  fact,  a  beautiful  version  of  the 
last  sentence  of  the  Siris,  amplified  and  adapted  to  himself; 
"  He  that  would  make  a  real  progress  in  knowledge, 
"  must  dedicate  his  age  as  well  as  youth,  the  latter  growth 
"  as  well  as  the  first  fruits,  at  the  altar  of  Truth." 

f  Works,  vol.  iii.  p.  245. 
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with  dotibifcs,^    But  thefe  were  the  Cfanfiertf 
glouda,  which  for  a  ■while  obfcure  the  dawn, 
and  difperfe  with  the  rifing  fun.     His^  heare 
and  his/ja^c^ment  toM  him,  that  Religion  waa 
a;  fubjeift  of  fupreme  impojtance,  and  tfi.€  evi- 
dence of  its  truth  worthy  of  his  moft   ftw 
rious  inveftigation.     He  fat  down  to  it  with- 
out pii9ejudiw&,  and  rofe  from,  the  enqyir;^  with 
a  convidlion,  which  the-ftudies  of  his  future 
hfe  invigorated  and  coiifirmed.     The  compl'e-^ 
tion  of  the  prophecies  relating  to.  our  Saviour, 
had  imprefled.  upon  his  youthful  mind  this 
invahiable  truth,  that  the  language  of  Ifaiah, 
and  of  the  prophets,  was  infpired  J  and  in  this 
belief,  to  which  frefh  proofs  were  progrefEvely 
added,  he  clofed  his  life.     He  has.  I  truffe  re- 
ceived, through  the  merits  of  his  Redeemer, 
the  reward  of  his  faith. 

In  matters  of  eternal  coneern,  the  a-oithori^y 
of  the  higheft  human  ©pinions  h-as  ho  cMm 
to  be  admitted,  as  a  ground  of  beRef,  hut  it 
may  with  the  ft ri<fleft  propriety  bef-  oppofed  to 
that  of  men  of  inferior  learning  and'  penetra- 
'  tioaj  and,  whilft  the  pious  derive  fa'tisfa^ion 
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from  the  petufalof  feiitimenfs  accoi^dirig  with 
their  own,  thofe  who  doubt  or  difbeliete, 
fhould  be  induced  to  weigh  with  candour  and 
impartiality,  arguments  which  have  produced 
convid;ion  in  the  minds  6f  the  beft,  the  wifeft, 
and  moft  learned  of  mankinds 

Among  fuch  as  have  profefled  a  fteady  be- 
lief in  the  doctrine  of  Ghriftianity,  where 
fliall  greatef  names  be  found,  than  thofe  of 
Bacon  and  Newton  ?  Of  the  former  and  of 
Locke,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  they  were 
both  innovators  in  fcience;  difdainingto  follow 
the  fages  of  antiquity  through  the  beaten  paths 
of  error,  they  broke  through  prejudices,  which 
had  long  obftru£ted  the  progrefs  of  ,  found 
knowledge,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  fcience 
on  folid  ground,  whilft  the  genius  of  Newton 
carried  him  extra  jlammantia  moenla  mundi. 
Thefe  men,  to  their  great  praife,  and  we  may 
hope  to  t^eir  eternal  happinefs,  devoted  much 
of  their  time  to  the  ftudyof  the  Scriptures:  if 
the  evidence  of  Revelation  had  been  weak, 
who  were  better  quali^ed  to  expofe  its  un- 
foundnefs  ?  if  our  national  faith  were  a  mere 
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fable,  a  pdliticalfuperftitiDni  why  were  minds 
which  boldly  deftroyed  prejudices  in  Seienee,- 
blind;  tOrthofe  in  Religion  ?   They  read,  exa- 
mined, weighed,  anid  believed  J  and  thejame 
vigorous'  intelle^,  that  difperfed ,  the  .mifts  . 
which  concealed  the  temple  of  human  know-* 
ledge,  wag  itfelf  illuminated  with  the  rkdiant 
truths  of  Diviiie  Revelationj 

Such  authorities,  and  let   me  now  add  to 
them-  the  nam^  of  Sir  William  Jones,  are  de- 
jfervedly  entitled  to  great  weight:    let  thofe^ 
who  fupereilioufly  reje6l  th^rii,  compare  their- 
iritellecftual  powers',  their  fcientific  attainments, 
and  vigour  of  application^  with  thofe  of  the 
men  whom  I  have  named;  the  comparifon 
may  perhaps  lead  them  to  fufpeft,  that  their 
incredulity  (to    adopt  the  idea  of  a  profound 
fcholar)  ^nay  be  the  refult  of  a  little  fnlatter-? 
ing  in  learning,  -and-great  fdf-cOnceit,  and 
that  by  harder  ftudy,  and  a  humbled  mind, 
they  tnkj  regain  'the  religion  which  they  haye 
left. 

I  (hall  not  apologize  for  the  extracts  which 

I  have  introduced  from  the  works  ofSir  Wil- 
Life-Y.U.  S 
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Ham  Jones,  nor  for  the  refleftioris  to  which 
they  have  naturally  led.  The  former  difplay 
that  part  of  his  charafter,  which  alone  is  now 
important  to  his  happinefs;  and  I  am  author- 
ized to  add,  not  only  from  what  appears  in 
his  printed  works  and  private  memoranda,  in 
more  than  one  of  which,  containing  a  delinea- 
,  tion  of  his  daily  occupations,  I  find  a  portion 
of  time  allotted  to  the  perufal  of  the  Scrip-  , 
tures,  but  from  private  and  fatisfadtory  tefti- 
mony,  that  the  writings  of  our  beft  divines 
engaged  a  large  fhare  of  his  attention,  and  that 
private  devotion  was  not  negleded  by  him. 
The  following  lines,  which  afford,  a  proof  both 
ofhistafte  and  piety,  were  written  by  him  after 
a  perufal  of  the  eighth  fermon  of  Barrow,  in  his 
retirement,,  at  Crifhna-nagur,  in  1786;  and 
with  thefe  I  fliall  conclude  my  obfervations 
on  his  religious  opinions : — 

As  meadows  parch'd,  brown  groves,  and  withering  flow'rs, 

Imbibe  the  sparkling  dew  and  genial  show'rs ; 

As  chill  dark  air  inhales  the  morning  beam. 

As  thirsty  harts-  enjoy  the  gelid  stream  ; 

Thus  to  mart's  grateful  soul  from  heav'n  descend, 

The  mercies  of  his  FAther,  Lord,  and  Friend. 
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I  fadv^  turn  to*  the  kft  fcene  of  the  life  df 

Sir  WilUam  Jones^     The  few  months  allptted 

to-  his  exiftehce  after  the  departure  of; Lady 

Jones,  wer^  devoted  to  his  ufual  occupationSj 

and  more  particularly  to  the  difcharge  of  that 

duty  which  alone  detained  him  in  India;  the 

completion  of  the  digeft  of  Hindu  and  Mo- 

hamriiedan  lawi   But  neither  the  confcidufneft 

of  acquitting  himfelf  of  an  obligation  which 

he  had  voluntarily  contrafted,  nor  his  inceflant 

affiduity,    could  fill    the   vacuity  occafidned 

by  the   abfence  of  her,  whole    fbciety  had 

fweetened  the  toil  of  applicaddn^  and  cheered 

his  hours  of  relaxation.     Their  habits  were 

congenial,  and  their  purfuits  in  fome  refpeds 

fimilar:  his  botanical  refearches  were  facili* 

tated  by  the  eyes  of  Lady  Jones,  and  by  her 

talents  in  drawing; 'and  their  evenings  were 

generally  pafled  together,  in  the  perufal  of  the 

beft  modern  authors  in  the  different  languages 

of  Europe.     After  her  departure,  he  mixed 

more   in  promifcuous  fociety ;  but  his  alfec- 

tions  were  tranfported  witk  her  to  hia  ns^tive, 

country.  /^ 

s  2 
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On  the  evening  of  the  sdth  of  April,  or 
nearly  about  that  date^  after^  prolonging  his 
walk  to  a  late  hour,  during  which  he  had  im- 
prudently remained  in  converfati^n,  in  an  un* 
Wholefpme  fituation,  he  called  upon  the  writer 
of  thefe  fheets,  and  complained  of  aguifh  fymp- 
toms,  mentioned  his  intentioA  tO'  take  fome 
medicinei  and.  repeating  jocularly  an  old  pro- 
verb, that  "  an  ague  in  the  fpring  is  medi" 
"  cine  for  a  king."  He  had  no  fufpicioii  at 
the  time,  of  the  real  nature  of  IiIsl  indifpofition, 
which  proved  in  fad  to  be  a  complaint  corn- 
mon  in  Bengal,  an  inflammation  in  the  liver.- 
The  diforder  was,  however,  foon  difcovered 
hy  the  penetration  of  the  phyfician,  who  after 
two  or^threedays  was  called  in  to  his  affiftance; 
but  it  had  then  advanced  too  far  to  yield  to 
the  efEeacy  of  the  medicines  uXually  prefcribed, 
3,nd '  they  were  adminiftered  iii  vain.  Xbe; 
progrefs  of  the  complaint  was  uncommonly 
rapid,  aiid  terminated  fatally  on  the  27th  of 
,4pnl,  1 794.  On  the  morning  of  that  day, 
his  attendajits,_  alarmed  at  the  evident  fymp- 
toms  of  approaching  diiTolution,  came  precipi- 


?6l 

tately  to  call -the  friend  who  has -now  the- me- 
lancholy taflc  of  recording  the  mournful  event. 
J^Jot  a  .moment  was  loft  in  repairing  to  his 
houfe.  He  was  lying  on  his  bed  in  a  pofture 
■of  meditation;  and  the  only  fymptom  of  re- 
maining life  w^s  a  fmall  degree  .of  motion  in 
the  heart, , which  after  a  fewfeconds  ceafed, 
and  he  expired  without  a  pang  or  groan.  His 
bodily  fuffering,  from  the  complacency  of  his 
features  and  theeafe  of  his  attitude,  could  not 
have  been  fevere ;  and  his  njind  muft  have  de- 
rived coniblation  from  thofe  fources  where  he 
bad  been  in  the  habit  of  feeking  it,  and  where 
alone,  in  our  laft  rnoments,  it;  can  ever  be 
found. 

The  deep  regret  which  I  felt  at  the  time, 
that  the  apprehenfions  of  the  attendants  of 
5ir  William  Jones  had  not  induced  them  to 
give  me  earlier  notice  of  the.  extremity  of 
his  fituation,  is  not  yet  obliterated.  It  would 
^ave  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  perform- 
ing the  pleafmg  but  painful  office,  of  foothing 
Jiis  laft  moments,  and  I  fliould  have  felt  the 
fmcereft  gratification   in  receiving  hislatcft 
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commandsj  hoir  would  it  have  been  left  fatia- 
fa£tory  to  the  public,  to  have  known  the  dy- 
ing fentimeiits  9.nd  behaviour  of  a  man,  who 
had  fo  long  and  defervedly  enjoyed  fo  large  a 
portion  of  their  efteem  and  admiration. 

An ,  anepdote  of  Sir  William  Jones  (upon 
V^hat  authority  I  know  not)  has  been  recorded; 
that  iraniediately  before  his  diflblution,  he  re- 
tired to  his  clofet,  and  expired  in  the  adt  of 
adoration  to  his  Crfeator.  Such  a  circum^ 
ftance  would  have  been  conformable  to  his 
prevailing  habits  of  thinking  and  refletSiion  i 
but  it  is  not  founded  in  fad ;  he  died  upon  hit 
bed,  and  in  the  fame  room  in  which  he  had 
remained  from  the  commengement  of  his  in- 
difpofition. 

The  funeral  ceremony^  was  performed  oil 
the  following  day  with  the  honours  due  to  his 
public  ftation :  and  the  numerous  attendance 
oi  the  nioft  refpedable  Britifh  inhabitants  of 
Calputta,  evinced  their  forrow  for  his  lofs, 
and  their  refpe£t  for  his  memory. 

If  my  fuccefs  in  •  defcribing  the  life  of  Sir 
William  Jones  has  been  proportionate  to  my 


263 
wiflies,  and  to  my  admiration  of  his  charader, 
any  attempt  to  delineate  it  muft  now  be  fu- 
perfluous.  I  cannot,  however,  re^ft  the  im- 
pulfe  of  recapitulating  in  fuhftance  what  has 
been  particularly  detailed  in  the  courfe  of  this 
work,  V     > 

In  the  ihort  fpace  of  fbrty-feven  years,  by 
the  exertion  of  rare  inteljedbual  talents,  he  ac- 
quired a  knowledge  of  arts,  fciences,  and  lan- 
Iguages,  which  has  feldom  been  equalled,  and 
fcarcely,  if  ever,  furpaiTed.     If  he  did  not 
.attain  the  critical  proficiency  of  a  Porfon  or 
Parr  in  Grecian  literature ;  yet  his  knowledge 
of  it  was  moft  extenfive  and  profound,  and 
entitled  him  to  a  high  rank  in  the  firft  clafs  of 
fcholars;  while  as  a  philologift,  he  could  boaft 
an   univerfality  in  which  he  had   no   rival. 
His  fkill  in  the  idioms  of  India,  Perlia,  and 
Arabia,  has  perhaps  never  been  equalled  by 
any   European;    and    his    compofitions    on 
Oriental  fubje£ts,    difplay  a  tafte,  which,  we 
feldom  find  in  the  writings  of  thofe  who  had 
preceded  him  in  thefe  trads  of  literature*. 

*  Amongst  those,  who  have  latterly  distinguished  them- 
sglves  by  their  Oriental  learning,  the  late  Reverend  J.  D. 
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The 'language  of  Conftantinople  was  alfo  fa- 
miliar  to  him  ;  and  of  the  Chinefe  charaftgrs 
and  tongue,  he  had  learned  enough  to  enable 
him  to  tranflate  an  ode  of  Confucius.  In  the 
modern  dialects  of  Europe,  French,  Italian, 
Spanifh,  Portuguefe,  and  German,  he  was 
thoroughly  converfant,  and  had  perufed  the 
moft  admired  writers  in  thofe  languages.  I 
might  extend  the  lift,  by  fpecifying  other  dia- 
lers which  he  underftood,  but  which  he  had 
lefs  perfectly  ftudied^, 

Cai:lyle,  professor  of  Arabic  in  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge, has  displayed  pqual  taste  and  erudition,  in  his  ele- 
gant translation  of  Specimens  of  Arabian  Poetry,  published 
in  1796. 

*  TJie   following   is  transcribed   fron;  a  paper  ^n  tl^e 
han4-writing  of  Sir  Williana  Jones : 
languages: 
Eight  languages  studied  critically : 
English,  Latin,  French,  Italian, 
Greek,  Arabic,'Persian,  Sanscrit.  ' 

Eight  studied  less  perfectly,  but  all  intelligible  with  a 
dictionary : 
Spanish,  Portuguese,  German,  Runick, 
Hebrew,  Bengali,  Hindi,  Turkish. 
Twelve  studied  least  perfectly,  but  all  attainable: 
Tibetian,  PMi,  Phalavi,  Deri, 
Jlussian,  Syriac^,  Ethiopic, ,  Coptic, 
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But  mere  philology  wa3  never  confidered'^ 
by  Sir  "William  Jones  as  the  end  of.  his  ftudifes, 
nor  as  any  thing  more  than  the .  medium 
through  which  knowledgb  was  to  be  acquired; 
he  knew,  that  "  words  were  the  daughters 
**  of  earth,  and  things  the  fons,  of  heaven," 
and  would  "have  difdained  the  character -of  a 
mere  Unguift.  In  the  little  Ik^tch  of  a  treatife 
on  Education,  v/hich  has  been  inferted  in  thefe 
Memoirs,  he'defcribes  the  ufe'oflanguage,and 
the  neceffity  of  acquiring  the  languages  of 
thofe  people  who  in  any  period  of  the  world 
have  been  diflinguiihed  by  their  fuperioi: 
knowledge,  in  order  to  add  to  our  own  re- 
fearches  the  accumulated  wifdom  of  all  ages  ^ 
and  nations.  Accordingly,  with  the  keys  of 
learning  in  his  pofleffion,  he  was  qualifiec^?  to 
unlock  the  lieerary  hoards  of  ancient  and  mo- 
dern times,  and  to  difplay  the  treafures  depo- 
fited  in  them,  for  the  ufe,  entertainment,  or 
inftruction  of  mankind,     In  the  courfe  of  his 

Welsh,  Swedish,  Dutch,  Chinese.  ' 

Twenty-eight  languages, 

In  another  memorandum,  he  mentions  having  read  a 
grapimar  of  the  Russian  and  Welsh,  ' 
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labours,  we  find  him  elucidating  the  la^s  of 
Athens,  India,   and  Arabia ;   comparing  the 
phil^fophy  of  the   Porch,  the  Lyceum,  and 
Academy,  with  the  dodlrines  of  the  Sufis  and 
Bramins ;  and,  by  a  rare  combination  of  tafte 
and  erudition,  exhibiting  the  mythological  fic- 
tions of  the  Hindus  in  ftrains  not  unworthy 
the  fublimeft  Grecian  bards.     In  the   eleverx 
difcourfes  which  he  addrefled  to  the  Afiatic 
fociety,  on  the  hiftory,  civil  and  natural,  the 
antiquities,  arts,  fciences,  philofophy,  and  li- 
terature of  Afia,  and  on  the  origin  and  fami- 
lies of  nations,  he  has  difcufled  thefubjedts 
which  he  profeffed  to  explain,  with  a  perfpi- 
euity  which  delights*  and  inftru£ls,  and  in  a 
ftyle  which  never  ceafes  to  pleafe,  where  his 
arguments   may  not   always    convince.      In 
thefe  difquifitibns,  he  has  more  particularly 
difplayed    his  profound  Oriental  learning  in 
illuftrating  topics  of  great  importance  in  the 
hiftory  of  mankind  ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  la^- 
mented,  that  he  did  not  live  to  revife  and  im- 
prove them  in  England,  with  the  advantages 
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of  accumulated   knowledge  and  undifturbed 
leifure*. 

*  Of  these  discourses,  the  subjects  of  the  two  first  have 
been  noticed  in  the  Memoirs;  the  seven  following,  from 
the  third  to  the  ninth  indusive,  are  appropriated  to  the 
solution  of  an  important  problem,  whether  the  five  nations, 
viz.  the  Indians,  Arabs,  Tartars,  Persians,  and  Chinese, who 
have  divided  amongst  themselves,  as  a  kind  of  inheritance, 
thg  vast  continent  of  Asia,  had  a  common  origin,  and  whe- 
ther that  origin  was  the  same  that  is  generally  ascribed  to 
them. 

To^each  of  these  nations  a  distinct  essay  is  allotted,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  who  they  were,  -whence  and 
•when  they  came,  and  -where  they  are  now  settled.  The 
general  media  through  which  this  extensive  investigation 
is  pursued,  are,  first,  their  languages  and  letters;  secondly, 
their /^Vojo/oy,-  thirdly,  the  actual  remains  of  their  old 
sculpture  and  architecture;  and,  fourthly,  the  written  memo- 
rials of  their  sciences  and  arts:  the  eighth  discourse  is  al- 
lotted to  the  borderers,  mountaineers,  and  islanders  of  Asia; 
and  the  ninth,  on  the  origin  ^.nd  families  of  nations,  gives 
fhe  result  of  the  whole  enquiry. 

To  state  all  the  information  which  is  curious,  novel,  and 
interesting,  in  these  discourses,  would  be.  nearly  to  tran- 
scribe the  whole,  and  the  very  nature  of  them  does  not  ad- 
mit of  a  satisfactory  abridgment ;  the  conclusion  adopted 
by  Sir  William  Jones,  may  be  given  in  his  own  words ;  but 
this  without  the  arguments  from  which  it  is  deduced,  and 
the  facts  and  observations  on  which  those  arguments  are 
founded,  must  be  imperfectly  understood.  I  must  there- 
fore refer  the  reader,  who  is  desirous  of  investigating  the  ' 
great  problem  of  the  derivation  of  nations  from  their  pa- 
rental stock,  or,  in  other  words,  of  the  population  of  the 
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Aw  mere  catalogue  .of,  the'  writings  of  Slr 
William  Jones,  would   fliew  the  extent  and 

worlds  to  the  4!6COurses,,tlieiT)seltes ;  and  in  presenting  him 
with  a  faint  outhne  of,§ome  of  the  most  important  facts 
and'  dbservations  contained  in  them,  I  mean  rather  to  ex- 
cite his  curiosity  than  to  gratify  it. 

I  shall  foUow  tTjfi  ^  discourses  in  the  order  m  'which  they 
stand;  and,  to  avoid  unnecessary  phraseology,  I  shall,  as 
far  as  possible,  use  the.language  pi  Sir  William  Jones  him- 
selt^     -        ,  .     ..:-.  ^  „  ; 

The  first  discourse,  which  is  the  third  of  the  series  in 
which  they  weres^elivered,  begins  with  the  Hindus. 

Thg  civil  history  of  the  .inhabitants  .o.f  India,  beyond  the 
middle  of  the  nineteenth  century  from  the  present  time,  is 
enveldped  in;  ai  cloud  of  fa,bles.     Facts,  strengthened  by 
anaibgy^  may  lead  us  to  suppose  the  existence  of  a  primeval 
language,  in  Upper  India,  which,  may  be  called  Hindi,,  and 
that  the  Sanscrit  was  introduced  into  it,  by  conquerors  from 
■other,  kingdoms  in  some  vxry  remote  age.     The  Satufrit 
language,,  whatever   be   its  antiquity,   is  of  a  wonderful 
structure;  moi-e  perfect  than  the  .'Greek,  more   copious 
than  the  Jliatin,  and  more  exquisitely  refineU  than  .eitli^r ; 
yet  bearing  to  both  of  them  astronger  affinity,  both  in  the 
roots  of  verbs,  and  in  the  form  of  grammar,  than  could 
•possibly  have  been  produced  hj  accident ;  so  strong  in- 
deed, that   no  philologer  could  examine  them  all  three 
without  believing  them  to  have  sprung  from  some  common 
smtrce,  which  perhaps  no  longer  exists.     There  is  a,  similar 
reason,  .though  not  quite  so  forcible,   for  supposing  that 
both    the    Gothick   and   Cclllck,   though   blended  with  a 
very  different  idiom,  had  the  same  origin  with  the  San- 
scrit; and  the  old  Persian  might  be  added   to  the   sam^ 
family.  .  _  i    _ 


variety  of  His  ■  erudition  ;  a  perufal  of-fkem 
will  prove,   that  it  was:  no   lefs  deep'  than 

The  Dcb-nagari  characters-,  in  .which  the  languages  of. 
India  were.originally  written, .  are  adopted  wit]tt , Utile,  va- 
riation in  fqrm,  in  more  than  twenty  kingdoms  ap(d-sl;?ite?,- 
from  the  borders  of  Ca'shgar  znd,,Khoten,  tp  the.^M^rn 
extremity  of  the  peninsula ;  and  from  the  Indus  to- the 
river  of  Siam.  That  the,  sqpare  Chal^aic  characters,  in 
which  most  Hebrew  books  are,,copied,  were  originally  .the 
same,. or  derived  from  the^same  prototype,  both,  with -die; 
Indian  and  ^ra^/aw  characters,  there  can  be  little  dp^il^t-j 
and  it  is  probable  that  the,.Ph9ei|icianj  ;fro^n,  which, tha 
Greek  and  Roman  alphabets  wer^^formed,  had-a  similar 
origin. 

The  deities  adored  in  India,  were  worshipped  under 
different  names  in  Old  Greece  and  Ital^--,  and  the  same  phi- 
losophical tenets  which  were  illustrated  by  the  lonick.and 
Attick  writers,  with  all  the  beauties  of  their  melodious  lan- 
guage, are  professed  in  India.  The  sim  philosophical 
schools  of  the  Indians,  comprise  all  the  metaphysicks  of 
the  old  Academy,  the  ~-&toa,  and  the  Lyceum ;  nor  can  we 
hesitate  to  believe,  that  Pythagoras  and  PLA:ro,  derived 
thtir  sublime  theories  from  the  same  fountain  with  the, 
sages  of  India.  The  Scythian  and  Hyperborean  doctrines  and 
mythology 'are  discovered  in  every  part  of  the  Eastern  re-, 
•gions,  and  that  Wod  or  Oden,  was  the  same  with  Budh 
of  India,  and  Fo  of  China,  seems  indisputable. 
,  The  remains  of  architecture  and  sculpture  in  India,  seem 
to  prove  an  early  connection  between  that  country  and 
Affica.  The  letters  on  many  of  the  monuments  appear 
partly  of  Indian,  and  partly  of  Abyssinian  or  Ethiopich  ori- 
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mHcellatieotls.     Whatever  topic   he  difcufTeSi 
his    ideas  flow  with  eafe  and  perfpicuity; 


gin  ;  and  these  indubitable  facts  seem  to  autherise  a  pfo-^ 
bable  opinion,  that  Ethiopia  and  Hindustan  were  colonized 
by  the  same  race.  The  period  of  the  subjugation  of  Indiay 
by  the  Hindus  tinder  Rama,  from  Audh  to  Silan,  may  be 
dated  at  about  36  centuries  before  the  present  period; 

The  ARABS  come  next  under  investigation.  The 
Arabic  language  is  unquestionably  one  of  the  most  ancient 
in  the  world.  That  it  has  not  the  least  resemblance  either 
in  words,  or  in  the  structure  of  them,  to  the  Sanscrit,  or 
great  parent  of  the  Indian  dialects,  is  established  by  the 
most  irrefragable  arguments.  With  respect  to  the  charac- 
ters in  which  the  old  compositions  of  Arabia  were  written, 
little  IS  known  except  that  the  Koran  originally  appeared 
in  those  of  Kufah,  from  which  the  modern  Arabian  cha- 
racters were-derived/and  which  unquestionably  had  a  com- 
mon origin  with  the  Hebre-w  and  Chaldaic.  It  has  gene- 
rally been  supposed,  that  the  old  religion  of  the  Arabs 
was  entirely  Sabian ;  but  the  information  concerning  the 
Sabian  faith,  and  even  the  meaning  of  the  word,  is  too 
imperfect  to  admit  of  any  satisfactory  conclusion  on  the 
subject.  That  the  people  of  Yemen  goon  fell  into  the 
common  idolatry  of  adoring  the  sun  and  firmament,  is 
certain ;  other  tribes  worshipped  the  planets  and  fixed  stars, 
but  the  religion  of  the  poets  seems  to  have  been  pure 
theism :  of  any  philosophy  but  ethics,  there  are  no 
traces  among  them ;  and  their  system  of  morals  was 
miserably  depraved  for  a  century,  at  least,  before  Mo- 
liammed. 

Few  monuments  of  antiquity  are  preserved  in  Arabia, 
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Jiis  ftyle  is  always  clear  and  poli-flied ;  ani- 
mated and  ■forcible.when.hisfubjed  requires 

and  of  these  the  accounts  ire  uacertain.  Of  sciences,  the- 
Arabs  of  Hejaz  were  totally  ignorant,  and  the  only  arts 
successfiiliy  cultivated  by  them,  (horsemanship  and-mili-« 
tary  accomplishments  excepted,)  vrere  poetry  and  rheto- 
ric. The  people  of  Yemen  had  possibly  more  mechani- 
cal arts,  and  perhaps  more  science.  . 

Thus  it  clearly  appeal's,  that  the  Arabs  both,  of  Hejaz 
and  Yemen,  sprang  from  a  stpck  entirely  different  from 
that  of  the  Hindus  ;  and  if  we  give;  credit  to  the  univer- 
sal tradition  of  Yemen,  that  Yoktan,  the  son  of  Eber,  first 
settled  his  family  in  j^nibia,  their  first  establishments  ia 
their  respective  countries  were  nearly  coeval,  about  eigh- 
teen centuries  before  the  Christian  sera. 

The  TARTARS  furnish  the  subject  of  the  fifth  dis- 
course. In  general,  they  differ  yrholly  in  feature  and 
complexion  from  the  Hindus  and  Arabs.  The  general 
traditional  history  of  the  Tartars  begins  with  Oghuz,  as 
that  of  the  Hindus  does  with  Rama ;  and  according  to 
Visdelou,  the  king  of  the  Hyumnus  or  Hims,  began 
his  reign  about  3560  years  ago,  not  long  after  the:  time 
fixed,  in  the  former  discourses,  for  the  regular  esta- 
blishments of  the  Hindus  and  Arabs  in  their  several 
countries.  ,      _ 

The  env^uiry  concerning  the  languages  and  le.tters  of 
the  Tartars,  presents>a  deplorable  void,  or  a  prospect  as 
barren  and  dreary  as  their  deserts ;  they  had,  in  general 
no  literature,  (a  proposition,  which  is  not  affected  by. ad- 
mitting with  Ibnu  Arabshah,  the  existence  of  Dilberjifl 
andEighuri  letters);  and  all  that  can  be  safely  inferred 
from  the  little  information  we  have  on  the  subject,  is  the 
probability  that  the  various  dialects  of  Tartary  descended 


it. "'  His  philolegical^  botanical,  philofophifca/, 
and  cMronological  difquifitions,  Kis  hiftorical 

from  one  common  stocK,  eS^e'htially  different  from  tliat 
from  wHclitlie  Indian  and  Arabian  tongues  severally came^ 
Th6  language  of  the  Brahmans  affords  a  proof  of  an  im- 
mei&bfial  and  total  difference  between  the  sava,ges  of  the ' 
mountains,  as  the  Chinese  call  the  Tartar's,  and  the  -studi'^ 
ous,  placid,  contemplative  inliabitants  of  India. 

Pure  theism  appears  to  have  prevailed  in  Tart ary  for 
some  generations ,  after  Yafet ;  the  Mongals  and  Turps 
some  ages  afterwards  relapsed  into  idolatry  ;  but  Chingis 
was  a  thelst. 

Thus  it  has  been  proved  beyond  (Controversy,  that  the 
far  greater  part  of  Asia  has  be^n  peopled,  aiid  immeniori- 
ally  possessed  by  three  considerable  nation?,  whom  for 
■want  of  better  names  we  may  call  Hindus^  Arabs,  and 
Tartars  ;  each  of  them  divided  and  subdivided  into  an  in- 
finite number  of  branches,  and  all-of  them  so  different  in 
form  and  features,  language,  manners,  and  religion,  that 
if  they  sprang  originally  from  one  common  root,  they 
must  have  lie'en  separated  for  ages.  ,  . 

The  sixth  and  next  discourse  is  on  Persia  or  Iran^. 
There  is  solid  reason  to  suppose,  that  a  powerful  mo- 
narchy had  been  established  in -Iran,  forages  before  the 
Assyrian  Dynasty,  (which,  commenced  with  Cayumersj 
aboijt  eight  or  nine  centuries  before  Christ)  under  the 
name  of  the  Mahabadian  Dynasty,  and  that  it  must  be  the 
oldest  in  the  world. 

,  When  Mohammed  -was  born,  two  languages  appear  to 
have  been  generally  prevalent  in  the  great  empire  of  Iran; 
that  of  the  court,  thence  named  Deri,  which  was  only 
a  refined  and  elegant  dialect  of, the  Parsi,  and  that  of 
the  learned  .named  Pahlayi.    But  besides  these  twoi  a 
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refearches,  and  even  his   Perfian  grammar, 
whilft  they  fix  the  curiofity  and  attention  of 


very  ancient  and  abstruse  tongue  was  known  to  the  priests 
and  philosophers,  called  the  language  of  the  Zend,  because 
a  book  on  religious  and  moral  duties,  which  they  held 
sacred,  and  which  bore  that  name,  had  been  written  in  it. 
The  Senrf,  and  old  Pahlayi,  are  now  almost  extinct  in  Iran; 
but  the  Parsi,  which  remains  almost  pure  in  the  Shahna-^^ 
meh  (a  poem  composed  about  eight  centuries  ago),  has  now 
become  a  new  and  exquisitely  polished  language.  The  JPffm 
has  so  much  of  the  Sanscrit,  that  it  was  evidently  derived 
from  the  language  of  the  Brahmans;  but  the  pure  Persian 
contains  no  traces  of  any  Arabian  tongue.  The  Pahlavi,  on 
the  contrary,  has  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  Arabic,  and  a 
perusal  of  the  Zend  glossary,  in  the  work  bf  Mr.  A.  du 
Perron,  decidedly  proves  the  language  of  the  Zend  to  be 
at  least  a  dialect  of  the  Sanscrit.     From  all  these  facts  it 
is  a  necessary  consequence,  that  the  oldest  discoverable 
languages  in  Persia,  were  Chaldaic  and  S;inscrit;   that 
when  they  ceased  to  be  vernacular,  the  Pahlavi  and  Zend 
were  deduced  from  them  respectively,  and  the  Parsi  from 
the  Zend,  or  immediately  from  the  dialect  of  the  Brah- 
mans, but  all  had  perhaps  a  n^ixture  of  Tartarian ;  for  the 
best  lexicographers  assert,  that  numberless  wprds  in  an- 
cient Persian  are  taken  from  tlie  language  of  the  Cimmcr 
rians,  or  the  Tartars  of  the  Kipchak. 

The  ancient  religipa  of  the  old  Persians  was  pur^ 
theism,  which  prevailed  until  the  accession  of  Cayumers, 
and  vras  evideptly  the  religion  of  the  Brahmans;  whilst 
the  doctrine  of  the  Zend,  was  as  evidently  distinct  frbqi 
that  of  the  V^a.  With  tKeJt  religion,  their  philosophy 
was  inti.fftately  connected;  and  a  metaphysical'  theology 
has  beeo..immemorially  professed  by  a  numerous  s^ct  of 
,     I^e—\.ll.  ,  T 
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the  read^,  by  the  novehy,  depth,  or  import- 
ance of  tjbie  knowledge  difplayed  in  them,  al- 

Persians  and  Hindus,  which  was  c^irrjed  partlyinto  Greece, 
and  prevails  even  now  among  the  learned  Mohammedans, 
^ho  sometimes  avow  it  without  reserve.  The  modern 
professers  of  this  philosophy,  which  is  that  of  the  Indian 
Vidanti  school,  are  called  Sufis.  Their  fundaments,! 
tenet  is,  that  nothing  exists  but  Qod ;  that  the  humag 
soul  is  an  emanation  froni  his  essence,  and  thojigh  divided 
for  a  time  from  its- heaveply  source,  will  be  finally  re- 
united wkh  it,  jp  ,||i^  enjpyment  of  the  highest  possible 
happiness. 

The  rpSjUjt  of  this  discourse  is^^^th^t  a  powerful  mo- 
narchy was  established  in  Iran,  long  before  the  Pishdadi 
or  Assyrii^n  government ;  that  it  was  in  truth  a  Hindi; 
monarchy,  th^J:  ^t  subsisted  many  centuries,,  and  that  its 
history  has  Ijeen  engrafted  on  that  of  the  Hinflus,  who 
foynded  the  monarchies  of  Ayodhya  or  Audh,  and  In- 
dr^prestha  or  Delhi;  that  the  language  of  the  £rst  Persiai^ 
pmpire  was  tljie  mother  of  the  Sanserif-,  and  consequently 
of  tl^e  Zend  an^  Persian^  as  well  as  of  the  Gree^,  L.aj;in, 
and  Gotl^ic ;  that  the  language  of  the  Assyrians  was  t^e 
parent,  of  Chaldaic  and  Pahlavi ;  and  that  the  primary 
Tartar  language  has  been  current  in  the  same  empire. 

Thus  the  three  distinct  races  of  men,  described  m  thi^ 
former  essays,  as  possessors  of  India,  Arabia,  and  Tartary, 
are  discovered  in  IrSn  or  Persia,  in  the  earliest  d^wn  of 
history. 

'Whether  Asia  may  not  have  prpdueed  other  races  of 
men  distinct  from  the  Hindus,  the  Arabs,  or  the  Tartars, 
or  whe);her  any  apparent  diversity  mayjiot  have  sprung 
froin  an  intefniixture  of  these  three,  in  differenjt  proporr 
tions,  remains  to  be  investigat?,d ;  an.^  in  this  view,  th? 
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Waff's  delight  by  elegance  of  didten.      His 

tompofitions  are  never  dry,  tedious,  nor  dif- 

enquiry  next  proceeds  to  the  Chinese^  who  form  the 
subject  of  the  seventh  discourse; 

The  word  Chinaj  is  well  known  to  the  people  whom 
we  call  Chinese,  but  they  never  apply  it  to  themselves  or 
their  country.  They  describe  themselves  as  the  people 
of  Han,  or  some  other  illustrious  family,  and  th_eir  coun- 
try they  call  Chim^cue,  or  the  central  region,  or  Tien-Ma, 
meaning  what  is  under  iieaven.  i 

From  the  evidence  of  CoH-fut-sU  or  Confudus,  it  is 
proved  that  the  Chinese  themselves  do  not  even  pretend 
that,  in  the  age  of  that  philosopher,  any  historical  monu- 
ment existed  preceding  the  rise  of  their  third  dynasty, 
above  eleven  hundred  years  before  the  Christian  epoch ; 
and  that  the  reign  of  Vuvam,  who  has  the  fame  of  having, 
founded  that  dynasty,  was  in  the  infancy  of  their  em- 
pire ;  and  it  has  been  asserted  by  very  learned  Europeans, 
that  even  of  this  third  dynasty  no  unsuspected  memorial 
can  now  be  produced.  It  was  not  until  the  eighth  cen- 
tury before  our  Saviom-,  that  a  small  kingdom  was  erect- 
ed in  the  province  of  Shensi ;  and  both  the  country  and 
its  metropolis  were  called  Chin.  The  territory  of  Chin 
so  called  by  the  old  Hindus,  by  the  Persians  and  Chinese, 
gave  its  name  to  a  race  of  Emperors,  whose  tyranny  made 
them  so  unpopular,  that  the  modern  inhabitants  of  China 
hold  the  name  in  abhorrence. 

The  Chinas  are  mentioned  by  Menu,  in  a  book  next 
in  time  and  authority  to  the  Veda,  as  one  of  the  families 
of  the  military  class,  who  gradually  abandoned  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  Veda ;  and  there  is  a  strong  presumption 
for  supposing,  that  the  Chinas  of  Menu  are  the  Chinese. 
Hence  it  is  probable,  that  the  whole  race  of  Chinese  de- 
scended from  the  Chims  of  Menu,  and  mixing  with  the 
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gufting;  and  literature  and  fciehce  come  from 
his  hands,  adorned  with  all  their  grace  and 
beauty. 

Tartars,  by  whom  the  plains  of  Honan,  and  the  more 
Southern  provinces  were  thinly  inhabited,  founded  by 
degrees  the  race  of  men,  who  are  now  in  possession  of 
the  noblest  empire  in  Asia.  The  language  and  letters, 
religion  and  philosophy  of  the  modern  Chinese,  or  their 
ancient  monuments,  their  sciences,  and  their  arts,  furnish 
little,  either  in  support  or  refutation  of  this  opinion,  but 
various  circumstances  under  the  two  heads  of  literature 
and  religion,  seem  collectively  to  prove, .(as  far  as  such 
questions  admit  of  proof)  that  the  Chinese  and  Hindus 
were  originally  the  same  people.  Many  singular  marks 
of  relation  may  be  discovered  between  them  and  the  old 
Hindus,  as  in  the  remarkable  period  oifour  hundred  and 
thirty-two  thousand* ;  and  in  the  cycle  of  sivtij  years, 
in  the  predilection  for  the  mystical  number  ninSy  in  many 
similar  fasts  and  great  festivals,  especially  at  the  solstices 
and  equinoxes ;  in  the  obsequies  consisting  of  rice  and 
fruits  offered  to  their  deceased  ancestors }  in  their  dread 
of  dying  childless,  lest  such  offerings  should  be  inter- 
mitted ;  and  perhaps  in  their  common  abhorrence  of  red 
objects ;  which  the  Indians  carry  so  far,  that  Menu  him- 
self, when  he  allows  a  Bramin  to  trade,  if  he  cannot  other- 
wise support  life,  absolutely  forbids  **  his  trafficking  in 
"  any  sort  of  red  cloths,  whether  linen  or  woollen,  or 
"  made  of  woven  bark." 
The  Japanese  afe  supposed  to  b^  descended  from  the 

*  The  period  of  432,000  yeai-s,  seems  to  be  founded  on  an  astrono- 
.mical  calculation  purposely  disguised,  by  ciphers  added  or  subtracted, 
ai  fibitum.  See  Discourse  on  Chronology  of  the  Hindus,  Sir  William 
Jouos's  Works,  vol.  iv.  p,  1. 
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No  writer  perHaps  ever  difplayed  fo  much 
learning,  with  fo  little  affeftation  of  it.  In- 
same  j/oc^  as  the  Chinese;  the  Hindu  pr  SgWtian  ido- 
latry has  prevailed  in  Japan  from  the  earliest  ages,  and 
amongst  the  ancient  idols  worshipped  in  that  country, 
there  ai-e  many  which  are  every  day  seen  in  the  temples 
of  Bengal. 

The  borderers,  niountaine^s,  and  islandei^s  of  Asia, 
form  the  subject  of  the  eighth  discourse.  It  begins  with 
the  Idiimeans  or  Erythreans,  who  were  indubitably  dis- 
tinct from  the  Arabs,  and,  from  tKe  concurrence  of  many 
strong  testimonies,  msiy  be  referred  to  the  Indian  stem. 

That  the  written  Abyssinian  language,  which  we  call 
Ethiopic,  is  a  dialect  of  the  old  Chaldean,  and  sister  of  the 
Arabic  and  Hebrew,  is  certain  j  and  a  cursoiy  examina- 
tion of  many  old  inscriptions  on  pillars  and  in  caves,  leaves 
little  doubt,  that  the  Nagari  and  Ethiopian  letters  had  a 
similar  form.  It  is  supposed,  that  the  Abyssinians  of  the 
Arabian  stock  having  no  letters,  borrowed  those  of  the 
black  Pagans,  whom  the  Greeks  called  Troglodytes ;  and 
upon  the  whole,  it  seems  probable  that  the  Ethiops  of 
Mcroe  were  the  same  people  with  the  first  Egyptians,  and 
consequently,  as  it  might  easily  be  shewn,  with  the 
original  Hindus. 

There  is  no  trace  in  the  maritime  part  of  Yemen,  from 
Aden  to  Maskat,  of  any  nation  who  were  not  Arabs  or 
Abyssinian  invaders ;  and  from  the  gulf  of  Persia  to  the 
rivers  Cur  and  Aras,  no  testige  appears  of  any  people 
distinct  from  the  Arabs,  Persians,  and  Tartars.  The 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  mountains  which  separate 
Jrdn  from  India,  were  anciently  distinguished  among  the 
Brahmans,  by  the  name  of  Doradas ;  they  seem  to  have 
been  destroyed  or  expelled  by  the  Afgaris  or  Patans ;  ^ 
and  there  is  very  solid  ground  for  believing,  that  the 
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ftead  of  overwhelming  his  readers  with  per* 

petual  quotations  from,  i^ncient  ^n4  mp^grn 

Afgans  descended  from  the  Jews ;  because  they  some- 
times in,  confidence  avow  that  unpopular  origin,  which  in: 
general  they  fgiulously  conceal,  and  which  pther  Mus- 
sslmans  positively  assert ;  beqause  Hazaret,  which  ap- 
pears to  be  the  Azareth  of  Esdras,  is  one  of  their  terr 
.ritories-;  and >  principally  because  their  language  is  evi- 
dently a  dialect  of  the  scriptural  Chaldaic. 

It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark,  that  the  copious  vo- 
cabulary exhibited  by  Grelhuann  of  the  Gypsy  dialect, 
contains  so  msiny  Sanscrit  words,  that  their  Indian  origin 
can  hardly  be  doubted. 

The  Borq,Sf  a  remarkable  race  of  nien,  inhabiting 
phiefly  the  cities  of  Gujarat,  though  Musselmans  in  re- 
ligion, are  Jews  in  genius,  features,  and  manners,  an4 
probably  came  first,  with  their  brethren  the  Afgans,  to 
the.  borders  of  India. 

The  languages,  letters,  religionj  and  old  monuments 
of  Silan  (Geylon),  prove  that  it  was  immemorially  peo- 
pled by  the  Hindu  race.  To  the  people  of  Java  and 
Sumatra,  the  same  origin  may  be  assigned ;  and  relying' 
upon  the  authority  of  Mr.  Marsden,  that  clear  vestiges  , 
of  one  ancient  language  are  discernible  in  all  the  insular 
dialects  ,of  the  Southern  seas  from  Madagascar  to  the 
Philippines,,  and  even  to  the  remotest  islands  lately  dis- 
covered, we  may  infer  from  the  specimens  of  those  lan- 
.guages,  in  his  account  of  Sumatra,  that  the  parent-  of 
them  all  was  no  other  than  the  Sanscrit. 

That  the  people  of  Potyid,,  or  Thibet,  were  Hindus, 
is  known  froni  the  researches  of  Qassiano ;  their  written 
language  proves  it. 

The  natives  of  Eighur,  Tancut,  and  Khata',  who  had 
systems  of  letters,  and  are  even  said  to  have  cultivatec|r 
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authors,  wliofe  ideas  or  information  li'e  adopts, 
he  tranfiriutes  their  fenfe  into  his  own  Ian- 
liberal  art^  ifiay  be  suspected  to  have  been  of  the  Indiail, 
not  of  the  Tartarian  family ;  and  the  same  remark  may 
be  applied  to  the  nation  called  Barmas,  but  wjio  are' 
known  to  the  pundits  by  the  name  of  Brahmachinas,  and 
seem  to  have  been  the  Brachmani  of  Ptolemy. 

From  all  that  can  be  learned  of  the  old  religion  and 
manners  oT  the  Hyperboreans,  they  appe'ar  like  the  Mas- 
sagetse,-  and  some  other  nations  usually  considered  as 
Tartars,  to  be  really  of  the  Gothic,  that  is,  of  the  Hindu 
race ;  for  it  is  demonstrable,  that  the  Goths  and  Hindus 
had  originally  the  same  language,  gave  the  same  ap- 
pellation to  the  stars  and  planets,  adored  the  same  false 
deities,  performed  the  same  bloody  sacrifices,  and  pro-» 
fessed  the  same  notions  of  rewards  and  punishments 
after  death.  It  may  be  concluded,  that  all  the  North- 
em  languages,  excepting  the  Gothic,  had  a  Tartariari 
origin  like  that  universally  ascribed  to  the  Sclavonian. 

From  the  best  iiiformation  procurable  in  Bengal,  it 
satisfactorily  appears, '  that  the  basis  of  the^  Armenian, 
was  the  ancient  Persian,  of  the  same  Indian  stock  with 
the  Zeijd,  and  that  it  has  been  gradually  changed,  from 
the  time  that  Armefhia  ceased  to  be  a  province  of  IrS.n. 

The  Greeks  and  Phrygians,  though  differing  some- 
what in  manners,  and  perhaps  in  dialect,  bad  an  appa-i 
rent  afEnity  in  religion  as  well  as  in  language*;  the  grand 
object  of  mysterious  worship  in  Fhrygia,' is.  stated  by  the 
Greeks  to  be  the  mother  of  the  gods,  or  nature  personified i 
as  she  is  seen  among  the  Indians,  in  a  thousand  forms, 
and  under  a  thousand  names.  The  Diana  of  Ephesus, 
was  manifestly  the  same  goddess,  in  the  character  of 
productive  nature ;  and  the  Astarte  of  the  Syrians  and 
Phoenicians,  appears  to  be  the  same  in  another  form. 
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guage ;  and  whilft  his  Gompofitions  on'  this 
account  have  a  pleafing  uniformity,  his  lefs 

The  Phffinkians,  like  the  Hindus,  adored  the  sunj  and 
asserted  water  tD  be  the  first  of  created  thihgs ;  nor  can 
it  be  doubted,  that  Syria,  Samaria,  and  Phcenice,  (or  the 
long  strip  of  land  on  the  shore  of  the  Mediterranean) 
were  anciently  peopled  by  a  branch  of  the  Hindu  stock, 
but  were  afterwards  inhabited  by  that  race,  for  the 
present  called  Arabian;  in  all  three,  the  oldest  religion 
was  the  Assyrian,  as  it  is  called  by  Selden,  and  the  Sa- 
maritan letters  appear  to  have  been  the  same  at  first 
with  those  of  Phcenice;  but  the  Syriac  language,  of 
which  ample  remains  are  preserved,  and  the  Pupic,  of 
which  9.  specimen  is  seen  in  Plautus,  and  on  monunients 
lately  brought  to  light,  were  indisputably  of  a  Clialdaic 
or  Arabic  origin.  Thus  all  the  different  races  mentioned 
jn  this  discourse,  may  be  referred  to  an  Indian  or  Ara* 
bian  pedigree. 

The  ninth  discourse,  On  the  Origin  and  Fjiviilies  of 
Nations,  opens  with  a  short  review  of  the  propositions  to 
vhich  we  have  been  gradually  led. 

That  the  first  race  of  Persians  and  Indians,  to  whom 
may  be  added  the  Itonians  and  Greeks,  the  Goths  and 
the  old  Egyptians  or  Etkiops,  originally  spoke  tlie  same 
language,  and  professed  the  same  popular  faith,  is  qapa- 
tie  of  incontestable  proof:  that  the  Jews  and  Arabs,  the 
Assyrians,  or  second  Persian  race,  the  people  who  spoke 
Syt:iac,  and  a  numerous  tribe  of  Abyssinians  used  one 
primitive  dialect,  wholly  distinct  from  the  idiom  just 
mentioned,  is  undisputed  and  indisputable:  but  that  the, 
settlors  in  China  and  Japan  had  a  common  origin  with 
the  Jlipdus,  is  no  more  than  highly  probable ;  and  that 
all  the  Tartars,  as  they  are  inaccurately  called,  wera 
primarily  of  a  third  separate  branch,  totally  differing  from 
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learned  readers  are  enabled  to  reap  the  fruits 
of  his  laborious  ftudies. 

the  two  others  in  language,  manners,  and  features,  may 
be  plausibly  conjectured,  but  cannot  for  reasons  alleged 
in  a  former  essay  be  perspicuously  shewn,  and  is  -there- 
fore for  the  present  merely  assumed. 

If  the  human  race,  as  may  be  confidently  aiErmed, 
be  of  one  natural  species,  they  must  all  have  proceeded 
from  One  pair ;  and  the  world,  with  respect  to  its  popti- 
iation,  in  the  age  of  Mahomet,  would  exhibit  the  same 
appearances  as  were  then  actually  observed  upon  it.  At 
that  period,  five  races  of  men,  peculiarly  distinguished 
for  their  multitude  and  extent  of  dominion,  were  visible 
in  Asia ;  but  these  have  been  reduced  by  enquiry  to 
three,  because  no  mpre  can  be  discovered,  thzi  essen- 
tially differ  in  lan^age,  religion,  manners,  and  known 
characteristics.  These  three  races  of  men,  (if  the  pre- 
ceding conclusions  be  justly  dirawn)  must  have  migrated 
originally  from  a  central  country,  and  all  the  phasnomena 
tend  to  shew  that  country  to  be  Iran  ;  it  is  there  only 
that  the  traces  of  the  three  primitive  languages  are  dis- 
covered in  the  earliest  historical  age,  and  its  position 
with  respect  to  Arabia  or  Egypt,  India,  Tartary,  or 
China,  gives  a  weight  to  the  conclusion,  which, it  would 
not  have,  if  either  of  those  countries  were  assumed  as 
the  central  region  of  population.  Thus,  it  is  proved  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Asia,  and  consequently  of  the  wliole 
earth,  sprang  frpm  the  three  branches  of  one  stem :  and 
that  these  branches  have  shot  into  their  present  state  of 
luxuriance,  in  a  period  comparatively  short,  is  apparent 
from  a  fact  universally  acknowledged,  that  we  find  no 
certain  monument,  nor  even  probable  traditions  of  na- 
tions planted,  empires  and  states  raised,   laws  enacted. 
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His.  tegal  publications  have  been  noticed 
in  thefe  Memoirs :  of  tlieir  merit  I  am  not 

cities  built,  navigation  improved,  commerce  encouraged, 
arts  invented,  or  letters  contrived,  above  twelve,  or  at 
most  fifteen  or  sixteen,  centuries  before  Christ. 

Hence  it  seems  to  follow,  that  the  only  family  after  the 
Flood  established  themselves  in  the  Northern  part  of 
Iran ;  that  as  they  multiplied,  they  were  divided  into 
three  distinct  branches,  each  retaining  little  at  first,  and 
losing  the  whole;  by  degrees,  of  their  common  primary 
language,    but  agreeing   severally    on   new  expressions, 
for  new  ideas;  that  the'branch  of  Yafet  was  enlarged 
in  many  scattered  shoots  over  the  North  of  Europe  and 
Asia,   diffusing  themselves  as  far  as   the  Western  and 
Eastern  seas,  and  at  length  in  the  infancy  of  navigation 
beyond  them  both;  that  they  cultivated  no  liberal  ^^t^^' 
and  had  no  use  of  letters,  but  formed  a  variety  of  dialects 
as  their  tribes  were  variously  ramified;  that,  secondly,  the 
children  of  Ham,  who  founded  in  Iran  itself  the  first  mo- 
narchy of  ^Chaldeans,   invented    letters,    observed   and 
named  the  luminaries  of  the  firmament,  calculated  the 
known  Indian  period  of  432,000  years,  or  an  hundred 
and  twenty  repetitions  of  the  Saras ;  that  they  were  dis- 
persed at  various  intervals  and  in  various  colonies  over 
land  and  ocean ;    that  the  tribes  of  Misr,  Cus/i,  and 
Itamd,    (names  remaining  unchanged  in  Sanscrit,   and 
highly  revered  by  the  Hindus)    settled  in  Africk  and 
India ;  while  some  of  them,  having  improved  the  art  of 
sailing,  passed  from  Egypt,  Phas7ike,  and  Plirygia,  into 
Italy  and  Greece  -,   whilst  a  swarfti  from  the  same  hive 
moved   by  a   northerly   course,   into  Scandinavia,    and 
another,   by  the  head  of  the  Oxus,  and  through  the 
passes  of  Imaus,  into  Cashgar  and  Eighur,  Khata,  and 
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qualified  to  fpeak.     I  have  been,  informed, 
that  his  Effa^  on   the  Law.  of  Bailments 

Khoten,  as  far  as  the  territoriss  of  Chin  iad  Tahcuf, 
where  letters  have  been  immemorially  used  and  arts  cul- 
tivated, nor  is  it  unreascinable  to  bdieve,  tliat  some' of 
them  found  their  way  from  the  Eastern  isles  into  Mexico 
and  Per^,  where  traces  were  discovered  of  rude  litera- 
ture and  mythtilogy,  analogous  to  those  of  Egypt  and' 
India;  that,  thirdly,  the  old  Chaldean  empire  being' 
overthrown  by  Cayomers,  other  migrations  took  place ; 
^especially  into  India,  while  the  rest  of  Shem's  pro- 
geny, some  of  whom  had  before  settled  on  the  red 
seas,  peopled  the  whole  Arabian  peninsula,  pressing 
j:I6se  on  the  pations  of  Syria  and  Phtenice;  that,  lastly, 
from  all  the  three  families  many  adventurers  were  de- 
tached, who  settled  in  distant  isles  or  deserts,  and  moun- 
tainous regions ;  that,  on  the  whole,  some  colonies  might 
have  migrated  before  the  death  oi  Noall,  but  that  states 
^d  empires  could  scarcely  have  assumed  a  regular 
form  till  1500  or  1600  years  before  the  Chi'istian  epoch; 
and  that  for  the  first  thousand  years  of  that  period,  we 
have  no  history  unmixed  with  fable,  except  that  of  the 
turbulent  and  variable,  but  eminently  distinguished  na- 
tion, descended  from  Abraham. 

The  tenth  discourse  is  appropriated  to  unfold  the  par^ 
ficidar  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  concurrent 
researches  of  the  society  in  Asia ;  and  amongst  the  fore- 
most and  most  important  which  has  been  attained,  he 
justly  notices  the  confirmation  of  the  Mosaic ,  accounts 
■  oi  the  primitive  world. 

Part  of  this  discourse  is  quoted  at  length  in  the  Me? 
moirs ;  and  to  abstract  it  would  add  too  much  to  the 
JjCngth  of  this  note :  I  shall  only  observe,  that  the  dis? 
course  is  worfhy  of  the  most  attentive  perusal, 
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was  ftamped  with  the  approbation  of  Lord 
Mansfield,  and  that  his  writings  ftiew,  that 
he  had  thoroughly  flu  died  the  principles  of 
law  as  a  fcience.     Indeed  it  is  iinpoffible  to 

For  a  similar  reason,  and  with  the  same  recommenda- 
tion, I  shall  barely  advert  to  the  subject  of  the  eleventh 
and  last  discourse,  delivered  by  Sir  William  Jones  befor'e 
the  society,  on  the  20ui  of  February,  1194,  On  the  Phi- 
losophy of  the  Asiatics,  quoting  a  part  of  the  conclud- 
ing paragraph : — "  The  subject  of  this  discourse  is  in- , 
"  exhaustible ;  it  has  been  my  endeavour  to  say  as.  niuch 
"  on  it'  as  possible  in  the  fewest  words  ;  and  at  the  be^ 
*'  ginning  of  next  year,  I  hope  to  close  these  general  dis- 
"  quisitibns  with  topics  measureless  in  extent."  In  this 
general  and  concise  abstract  of  the  subjects  dbcussed  in 
these  discourses,  I  beg  it  may  be  understood,  that  I  by 
no  means  pretend  to  haye  done  justice  either  to  the  ar- 
gument or  observations 'of  Sir  William  Jones  ;  but  it  may 
induce  the  reader  to  peruse  the  dissertations  themselves, 
which  will  amply  repay  the  trouble  of  the  task. 

Nor  is  the  reader  to  conclude  that  these  discourses 
contain  all  that  Sir  William  Jones  wrote  on  the  sciences, 
arts,  and  literature  of  Asia.  We  have  a  dissertation  on 
Indian  Chronology;  another  on  the  Antiquity  of  the 
Indian  Zbdiack,  in  which  he  engages  to  support  an  opi- 
nion .(which  Montiicla  treats  with  supreme  contempt,) 
that  tlae  Indian  division  of  the  Zodiack  was  not  borrowed 
from  the  Greeks  or  Arabs ;  another  specifically  on  tlie 
Literature  of  the  Hiijdusj  and  one  on  the  Musical 
Modes  of  the  Hindus ;  besides  many  essays  on  carious 
and  interesting  subjects,  for  which  I  can  only  refer  to  his 
works. 
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fuppofe,;  that  Sir  William  Jones  applied  his 
talents  to  any  fubjeft  in  vain. 

From  the  ftudy  of  law,  which  he  culti- 
vated with  enthufiafm,  hjC  was  led  to  an  ad- 
miration of  the  laws  of  his  own  country ; 
in  them  he  had  explored  the  principles  of 
the  Britifh  conftitution,  •  which  he  confidered 
as  the  nobleft  and  moft  perfect  that  ever  was 
formed :  and  in  defence  of  it  he  would  cheer- 
fully^^have  rifked  his  property  and  life.     In 
his  tenth  difcourfe  to  the  fociety,  in   1793, 
,  little  more  ihan  a  year  before  his  death,  we 
trace  the  fame  featiments  on  -this  fubje^, 
which  he  adopted  in  youth. 

*'  The  practical  ufe  of  hiftory,  in  afford- 
ing particular  examples  of  civil  and  military 
wifdom,  has  been  greatly  exaggerated ;  but 
principles  of  adlion  may  certainly  be'colle6ted 
from  it ;  and  even  the  narrative  of  wars  and 
revolutions  may  ferve  as  a  leiTon  to  nations, 
and  an  admonition  to  fovereigns.  A  defire, 
indeed,  of ,  knowing  paft  events,  while  the 
future  cannot  be  known,  (and  a  view  of  the 
prefent,  gives  often  more  pain  than  delight,) 
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ieems  riatura;!  to  the  haman  mind :  and  at 
happy  propenfit}?:'  would  it  be,  if  every 
feader  of  hiftofy  would  open  his  eyes  to 
fome  very  imporfdH't  oot'ollarieSj  which  flow 
from  the  whole  elxtent  of  it.  He  eould  not 
but  remark  the  cioftatit  €fFe6t  of  defpbfifm 
in  benumbing  and  debafing  all  thofe  fa.cal- 
ties  Which  diftinguiih  men  frdtti '  the  herd 
that  grazes  ;  and  to  that  caufe  he  Would  im-* 
pute  the  decided  inferiority  of  moft  Afiatic 
nations,  ancient  and  modern,  to  thofe  irt 
Europe,  who  are  bleft  with  happier  govern- 
ments :  he  would  fee  tHe  Arabs  rifmg  to 
glory,  while  they  adhered  to  the  free  max- 
ims of  their  bold  anceftors,  and  finking  to 
mifery  from  the  moment  when  thofe  maxims 
were  abandoned.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
would  obferve  with  regret,  that  fuch  repub- 
lican governments  as  tend  to  promote  virtue 
and  happinefs,  cannot  in  their  nature  be  per* 
manent,  but  are  generally  fucceeded  by  oli- 
garchies, which  no  good  man  would  wifti  to 
be  durable.  He  would  then,  like  the  king  of 
Lydia,  remember  Solon,  the  wifeft,  braveft, 
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and  moft  accompliihed  of  men,  who  aflett^ 
in  four  nervous  lines,  that,  "  as  h%U  and  fnow, 
**  which  mar  the  labours  of  hulbandjnen, 
"  proceed  from  .elevated  clouds,  and,  as  the 
"  (ieftni^ve, thunderbolt  follow?  the  brilliant, 
*'  flalh,  thus  is  a  free  ftate  ruined  by  men  ex- 
"  alted  in  power,  and  fplendid  in  wealth, , 
•*  while  the  people,  from  grdfs  igoranee, 
**  choofe  rather  to  become  the  flayes  of  one 
*'  tyrant,  that  they  may  efcape  from  the  do- 
**  mination  of  ,many,  than  to  preferve  them- 
*•  felycs  from  tyranny  of  any  kind  by  their 
**  union  and  their  virtues,"  Since,  therefore, 
no  unmixed  form  of  government  could  both 
prefeyve  perpianence  and  enjoy  it;  and  finee 
changes  even  from  the  worft  to  the  heft,  are 
always  attended  with  much  temporary  mif- 
chief,  -he  would  fix  on  our  Britiih  conftitu- 
Uon  ,{1  mean  pur  public  law,  not  the  adlual 
ftate  of  things  in  any  given  period),  as  the 
^eft  form  ever  eftabliflied,  though  we  can 
only  make  diftant  approaches  to  its  theoreti- 
^\  perfection.  In  thefe  Indian  territories, 
which  Prpvidence  has  thrown  into  the  arms 
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of  Britain  for  tlieir  protedion  and  welfare, 
the  religion^  manners,  and  laws  of  the  na- 
tives preclude  even  the  idea  of  political  free- 
dom ;  but  their  hiftories  may  poffibly  fug- 
geft  hints  for  their  prosperity,  while  out 
country  derives  eflential  benefit  from  the 
diligence  of  a  placid  and  lubmiflive  pe(^le, 
who  multiply  with  fuch  incrcale,  even  after 
,the  ravages  of  famine,  that,  in  one  coUec- 
torfhip  out  o£  twenty-four,  and  that  by  no 
means  the  largeft  or  befl:  cultivated  (I  mean 
Crifhna-nagur),  there  have  lately  been  found, 
by  an  a^ual  enumeration,  a  million  and 
three  hundred  thoufand  native  inhabitants; 
whence  it  fhould  feem,  that  in  all  India, 
there  cannot  now  be  fewer  than  thirty  mil- ' 
lions  of  black  Britifh  fubjeits." 

This  quotation  will  prove,  that  he  was 
not  tainted  with  the  wild  theories  of  licen- 
tioufnefs,  mifcalled  liberty,  which  have  been 
propagated  with  unufual  induftry  fmce  the 
Revolution  in  France;  and  that  whilft  he 
was  exerting  himfelf  to  compile  a  code  of 
laws,  which  Ihould  fecure  the  rights  and  pro^ 
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pertj-  of  the  "natives  of  India  (a  labour  to 
which  he  in  faft  facrificed  his  life),  he  knew 
the  abflirdity  and  impradieability  of  atteihpt-i 
Ing  to  introduce  amongft  theni  that  political 
freedom  which  is  the  birth-right  of  Britonsj 
but  the  growth  of  ages.  Of  the  French  Re- 
volution, in  its  coilimencement,  he  enter- 
tained a  favourable  opinion,  and,  in  cbnimon 
with  many  wife  and  good  men,  who  had  hot 
as  yet  difcoveted  the  foul  principle  frorti 
which  it  fprang,  wiflied  fuceefs  to  the  ftrug* 
gles  of  that  nation  foi^  the  eftablilhment  of  a 
fJDee  conftitution ;  but  he  faW  with  uftfpeak- 
able  difguft,  the  enormities  which  fprang  out 
of  the  "attempt,  and  betrayed  the  impurity  of 
its  origin.  Things  ill  begun,  ftrengthen 
themfelyes  with  ill.  We  may  eafily  con- 
ceive, and  it  is  unneceflary  to  ftiate,  what  the 
fentiments  of  Sir  William  Jones  would  have 
been,  if  he  had  lived  to  this  time.  '!l 

If  the  political   opinions   of  Sir  William 
Jones,  at  any  period,  have  been  cenfured  for 
extravagance;  let  it  be  remembered,  that  he 
adopted  none,  but  fuch  as  he  firmly  believed 
ij/i— V.  ir.  u 
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to  arife  out  of  tlie  principles  of  tlie  conftitu-* 
tion  of  England ;  and  as  fuch  he  was  ever 
ready  to  avow  and  defend  them.  His  at- 
tachment to  liberty  was  certainly  enthufidftic,- 
and  he  never  fpeaks  of  tyranay  or  oppreflion, 
but  in  the  language 'of  deteftation  :  this  f6n- 
timent,  the  offspring  of  generous  feelings, 
was  invigorated  by  his,  early  acquaintance 
with  the  republican  writers  of  Greece  and 
Rome,  and  with  the  works  of  the  moft  cele- 
brated political  writers  of  his  own  country  ; 
but  the  whole- tenour  of  his  life,  converfatio% 
and  writings,  proves  to  my  convidiion,  that 
he  would  have  abandoned  any  opinion, 
which  could  be  demonflrated  irreconcileable 
to  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution. 

With  thefe  principles,  he  ever  refufed  to 
enlift  under  the  banners  of  any  party,  which 
he  denominated  faftion,  and  refilled  the  in- 
fluence of  private  friendships  and  attachments, 
whenever  they  involved  a  competition  with 
his  regard  to  the  conftitution  of  his  country. 
Thefe  fentiments  may  be  traced  in  his  cor- 
refpondence  and  publications,  and  they  are 
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fometlmes  accompanied  with  expreflions  df 
regret  arffing^  from  the  impoffibility  of  recon- 
ciling^ his  political  principles,  to  the  bias  of 
his  inclinations  towards  individuals. 

The  lateft  political  publication  of  Sir  Wil- 
lliam  Jones,  is  prior  to  the  year  1783/  The 
temper  of  the  nation,  fotired  by  a/  long  arid 
unfuccefsful  war,  was^difplayed  during  thfe 
three  preceding  jeat'i,'  in  the  bittereft  invec- 
tives and  cenfures,  both  in  and  out  of  par- 
liament; and  thofe  who  thought  that  the 
prindples  of  the  ooriftitution  had  been  in- 
vaded by  the  conduct  df  the  Minifter,  fup- 
ported  by  a  Majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Com^ 
inons,  looked  to  a  reformation  in  the  repre- 
fentation  df  the  countiy,  as  the  only  means 
of  reftoririg  the  balance  of  the  conftitution. 
The  rfevoltition  which  has  fince  deformed 
the  political'  ftate  of  Europe,  was  not  then 
forefeen,  and  the  experience  founded  on  the 
confequences  of  the  fpeCuIations  which  led  to 
It,  or  have  emerged  from  it,  was  to  be  ac- 
quired. In  judjging  of  the  pditical  opinions 
of  Sir-  William  Jones,  kx^  of  the  freedom 

u  2 
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with  which  they  were  publifhed  to  the  world, 
we  fhould  revert  to  the  language  and  fpirit 
of  the  times  when  they  were  dejivered.  It 
may  be  further  remarked,  that  fome  political 
theories,  which  were  held  to  be  incontrovert- 
iblcj  have  of  late  yeairs  been  queftio^oed,  Jind 
that  the;  dodrines  of  L,ocke  on  Goy:frnment, 
,which  it -would  once  have  been  jberefy  to 
deny,  no  longer  command  th^t  implicit  acqui- 
efcence,  which  they  once  almoft  univerfally 
received.      ' 

In  the  firfl  charge  which  Sir  William  Jones 
delivered  to  the  -grand  jury  at  Calcutta,  <  he 
told  them  that  he  afpired  to  no  popularity, 
and  fought  no  praife.but  that  which  might  be 
given  tOia.ftridt  and  cpnfcientious  difcharge 
of  duty,  .wijthout  prediledion,  or  prejudice  of 
any  kind,  and  with  a  fixed  refolution  to  pro- 
nounce on  all  occalions  what  he  conceived  to 
be  the  law,  than  which  no  individual  muft 
fuppofe   himfelf  wifer.     His   conduit   as   a 
judge,  was  moft  ftridly  c9nformable  to  his 
profeffions :  on  the  bench  he  was  laborious, 
patient,  and  difcriminating :   his  charges,  to 
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ihei  grand  jury,  which  ^do  not  exceed  fix,  ex- 
hibit a  veneration  fot^  t^ie  laws  of  his  coun- 
try; a  jilft  and  fpirited  encomium  on  the 
trial  by  jury,  as  the  greateft  and  moft  inva- 
luable right  derived  froni  them  to  the  fub- 
je6lj  a  deteftation  of  crimes,  combined  with 
mercy  towards  the  offender;  oecaifionilelu- 
eidatiofes  of  the  law=;  and  the  ftrongeft  feelings 
ef  humanity  and  benevolence.  By  his  know-* 
ledge  of  the  Sanfcrit  and  Arabic,  he  was  emi-> 
nently  qualified  to  promote  the  admlniftra- 
tion  of  juilice  in  the  Supreme 'Court,  by  de- 
tedling  mifreprefentations  of  thV  Hindu  or 
Mohammedan  laws,  and  by  correcting  im- 
pdfitions  in  the  form  of  adminiftering  oaths 
to  the  followers  of  Braihma  arid  Mohammed. 
If  no  other  benefit  had  refulted  from  his 
ftudy  of  thefe  languages,  than  the  compila- 
tion of  the  dige'ft,  and  the  tranflation  of  Menu 
and  of  two  Mohammedan  law-tra(3:s,  this 
application  of  his  talents  to  prom^ote  objedls 
of  the  firft  impoirtarice  to  India  and  Europe, 
would  have  entitled  him  to  the  ackhowledg-  ' 
pients  of  both  countries.     Of  his  ftudies  in 
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general  it  may  b,e  dbferved,  that  the  end 
which  he  had  always  in  view,  was  pradical 
utility ;  that  knowledge  was  not  accunaulated 
by  him,  as  a  fource  of  mere  intelledtuat  re- 
creation, or  to  gratify  an  idle  curidfity,  or 
for  the  idler  pUrpofe  of  dftentatioufly  difplay- 
ing  his  aequilitions ;  to  render  himfelf  ufeful 
to  his  country  and  mankind,  and  to  promote 
the  prdfperity  of  both,  were  the  primary  and 
permanent  motives  of  his  indefatigable  exer- 
tionjs  in  the  purfuit  of  knowledge.        t-^ 

The  inflexible  integrity  With  which  he  dif- 
charged  the  folemn  duty  of  this  ftation,  will 
long  be  remembered  in  Calcutta',  both,  by 
Eurppeans  and  natives,  3o  cautious  was  he 
to  guard  the  independence  of  his  chara(9:er 
from  any  poflSbility  of  violation  or  imputa- 
tion, that  no  folicitatibn  could  prevail  upon 
him,  to  ufe  his  perfonal  influence  with  the 
members  of  admiuiftration  in  India,  to  ad- 
vance the  private  interefts  of  friends  whom 
he  efteemed,  and  which  he  would  have  been 
happy  to  promote.  He  knew  the  dignity, 
and  felt  the,  importance,  of  his  offipe :  and, , 


295 

convinced  that  none  could  afford  him  more 
ample  fcop6  for .  exerting  his  talents  to  the 
benefit  of  mankind,  his  ambiitidn  never  ex- 
'  tended  beyond  it.  ^No  circumftance  ocea* 
fioned  his  death  to  be  more  lamented  hj  the 
public,  than  the  lofs  of  his  abilities  as  judge, 
of  which  they  had  had  the  experience  of 
eleven  yeafs.  *i-^ 

When  we  confider  the  time  required  for 
the  fludy  of  the  law  as  a  profeffion,' tod  that 
portion  of  it,  which  v^as  devbted  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Jones  to.  the  difcharge  of  his  duties  as 
judge  and  magiflrate  in  India,  it  muft  appear 
aftonifhing,  that  he  fhoiild  have  found_  lei- 
fure  for  the  acquifition  of  his  numerous  at- 
tainments in  fcience  and  literature,  and  for 
completing  the  voluminous;  works  which 
have  been  given  to  the  public  *  On  this  fub-? 
je£l  I  fliall,  I  truft,  be  excufed  for  ufmg^  as 
I  may  find  convenient,  my  own  knguage  in 
a  difcourfe  which  I  addreifed  to  the  Afiatic 
fociety  a  few  days  after  his  deceafe*  -rf^ 

There  were  in  truth  few  fciences  in  which 
he  had  not  acquired  confiderable  |)roficiency5 
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in  moll,  his  knowledge  was  profound.  The 
theory  of  mulic  was  familiar  to  him,  nor  had 
he  neglected  to  render  himfelf  acquainted 
with  the  interefting  difcoveries  lately  made 
in  chemiftry ;  and  I  have  heard  him  affert, 
that  his,  admiration  of  the  ftrudlure  of  the 
human  frame,  induced  him  to  attend  for  a 
feafon,  tp  a  courfe  of  anatornical  lectures  de- 
livered by  his  friend,  the  celebrated  Hunter. 
Of  his  fkill  in  mathematics  I  am  fo  far  qua^ 
lified  to  fpeak,  that  he  frequently  perufed  and 
folved  theproblenis  in  the  Principia. 

His  laft  and  favourite  purfuit  was  the. 
ftudy  of  botany.  It  conftituted  the  princi- 
pal amufement  of  his  leifure  hours.  In  the 
arrangement  of  Linnseus,  he  difcovered  fyf- 
tem',  truth,  and  fcience,  which  never  failed 
to  captivate  and  engage  his  attention ;  and 
fconi  the  proofs  which  he  has  exhibited  of 
his  progrefs  in  botany,  we  may  conclude,  if 
he  had  lived,  that  he  would  have  extended 
the  difcoveries  in  that  fcience  *.     From  two 

*  Besides  occasional  botanical  information,  we  have  jq 
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of  tKe  effays  mentioned  in  the  1  note,  I  fliall 
tranfcribe  two  fhort  extrads  which  mark  his 
judgment  and  delicacy  of  fentiment."  "  If 
**  botany  cbuld  be  defcribisd  by  metaphors 
*•  drawn  from  the  faience  itfelf,  we  may'juft- 
'*  ly  prohduh'ci^  a  niinufe  acquaintance  with 
" />A7«^j',  their  claJJ'eSy'Wders,  ^/Wj,  '  and 
^^  Jpi?cies,  id  h&  \tz  Jlo'u)ers^  which' c^n  only 
"  TproAticii'  fruit  by  an  application  of  that 
'*  knowledge  to  the  'purpofes  of  life,  parti- 
"  cularly  tb  'dtei  by  which  difeafes  may  be 
*'  avoided,  and  to  w^^/a«^  by  which  thfey  taiy 
"  be  remedied;"  Oii  the  indelicacy  of  the 
Linnsan  definitions,  he  obferves,  "  Hence 
"  it  is  that  no  well-born  and  well-educated 
**  woman  can  be  advifed  to  amufe  herfelf 
"  with  botany,  as  it  is  now  explained,  though 
*'  a  more  elegant  and  delightful  ftudy,  or  one 

the  works  of  Sir  William  Jones,  vol.  v.  p.  i,  a  little  tract 
irititled.  The  Design  of  a  Treatise  on  the  Plants  "of  India, 
p.  55;  A  Catalogue  of  i^O  Indian  Plants,  compreliendr 
ing  their  Sanscrit  and  as  many  of  the  Linnasan  generic 
"  namesf,  as  could  with  any  degree  of  precision  be  ascer- 
tained ;  and,  p.  62,  Botanical  Observations  on  seventy 
select  Ifidian  Plants,  which  last  was  a  posthumous  pub- 
lication. 
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♦*  more  likely  to  aflift  and  embelUfli  other 
**  female  accomplifhments,  could  not  poffibly 
**'  be  recommended." 

It  cannot  be  deemed,  ufelefs  or:  fuperflupus, 
to  enquire  by  what  arts  or  method  he  was 
enabled  to  attain  this  extraordinary  degree  of 
knowledge.  The  faculties  of  his  mind,  by 
nature  vigorous,  were  improved  by  conftant 
exercijfe ;  and  his  memory,  by  habitual  prac- 
tice, had  acquired  a  capacity  of  retaining 
whatever  had  once  been  imprinted  upon  it. 
In  his  early  years,  he  feems  to  have  entered 
upon  his  career  of  ftudy  with  this  maxim 
ftrqngly  imprefled  upon  his  mind,  that  what- 
ever had  been  attained,  was  attainable  by  him, 
and  it  has  been  remarked,  that  he  never  ne- 
glected nor  overlooked  any  opportunity  of 
improving  his  intelleftual  faculties,  or  of  ac- 
quiring efteemed  accomplifhments. 

To  an  uhextinguiihed  ardour  for  univer- 
fal  information,  he  joined  a  perfeverance  in 
the  purfuit  of  it,  which  fubdued  all  obftacles. 
His  ftudies  in  India  began  with  the  dawn, 
and  during  the  intermiffions  of  profcffional 
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duties,  were  continued  throughout  the  day : 
tefledlion  and  meditation  ftrengthened  ,  and 
confirmed  what  induftry  and  inveftigation 
had  accumulated,  i  It  was  alfo  a  fixed  prin-f 
eiple  with  him,  from  which  he  never  volun- 
tarily deviated,  not  to  be  deterred  by  any  dif- 
ficulties that  were  furmountable  from  profe- 
cuting  to  a  fuccefsful  termination,  what  he 
had  once  deliberately  undertaken. 

But  what  appear^  to  me  more  particularly 
to  have  enabled  him  to  employ  his  talents  fo 
much  to  his  own  and  the  public  advantiage, 
was  the  regular  allotment  of  his  time  to  par- 
ticular occupations,  and  a  fcrupulous. adher- 
ence to  the  diftribution  which  he  had  fixed ; 
hence  all  his  ftudies  were  purfued  without  in- 
terruption or  confufion  *.     Nor  can  I  omit 

*  It  was  a  favourite  opinion  of  Sir  William  Jones, 
that  all  men  are  born  with  an  equal  capacity  for  improve- 
ment. The  assfertion  (which  I  do  not  admit)  will  remind 
the  reader  of  the  modest  declaration  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
that  if  he  had  done  the  world  any  service,  it  was  due  to 
nothing  but  industry  and  patient  thought.  The  follow- 
ing lines  were  sent  to  Sir  William  by  a  friend,  Thomas 
Law,  Esq.  in  consequence  of  a  conversation  in  which  he 
had  maintained  the  opinion  which  I  have  imputed  to  him  j 
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remarking  the  candour  and  complacency-, 
with  which  he  gave  his  attention  to  all 
peffons  of  whatever  quality,  talents,  or  edu- 
cation ;  he  juftly  concluded, Tthat  curious  or 
important  imformation  might  begaitied  even 

his  answer,  whicK  was  unpremeditated,  is  3,  cprifirmation 

of  it.     •  ,;...,-  -.  ,  ;..,:^i,. 

Sir  William,  you  attempt,  in  vain,  ,,.       . 

By  depth  of  reason  to  maintain. 

That  all  men's  talents  are  the  same,  '' 

And  they,  not  Nature,  are  to  blame. 

Whate'er  you  say,  whate'er  you  write. 

Proves  your  opponents  in  the  fight. 

Lest  genius  should  be.ill-defin'd,  ■'. 

I  xeta\  It  your  superior  mind. 

Hence  to  your  friends  'tis  plainly  shewn,       ' 

You're  ignorant  of  yourself  alone,     i  n  , 

Sir  William  Jones's  Answer : 

Ah !  but  too  well,  dear  friend,  I  know 
' '  My  fancy  weakj  my  reason  slow,  - 
My  memory  by  art  improv'd. 
My  mind  by  baseless  trifles  mov'd. 
Give  me  (thus  high  my  pride  I  raise) 
The  ploughman's  or  the  gardener's  praise. 
With  patient  and  unceasing  toil, 
To  meliorate  a  stubborn  soil. 
And  say,  (no  higher  mieed  I  ask) 
With  zeal  hast  thou  perform'd  thy  task  ? 
Praise,  of  which  virtuous  minds  may  boast. 
They  best  confer,  who  merit  most. 
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from-  the  iUlterate,  and,  wherever  It  was  tq 
be  obtained, .  he  fought  and  feized  it. 

The  Ut^rary  defigns  which  he  flill  medi- 
tated*, feem  to  have  been  as  ample  as  thofe 
which  he  executed;  ,and  if^  it;  |i;a4i,.pleared 
Providence  to  extend  the  years  of  his  exist- 
ence, he  would  in  a,  great  meafure  have  ex- 
haufted  whatever  was  curious,  important, 
and  attainable,,  in  the  arts,  fciences,  and  hif- 
tories  of  India,  Arabia,  Perfiia,  China,  and 
Tartary.  His  colledbions  on  thefe  fiibjedts 
were  extenfive,  and  his  ardour  and .  induftry 
we  know  were  unlimited.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  progreffive  labour  of  the  fociety  will 
III  part  fupply,  what  he  had  fo  extenfively 
planned-f-. 

*  See  Memoirs,  p.  3.  vol.  ii. 
f  The  following  paper  written  by  Sir  William  Jones, 
was  found  amongst  his  papers  after  his  deafh,  and  may- 
be considered  as  exhibiting  his  Oriental  literary  projects: 

DESIDERATA. 

INDIA.  Y 

1. 
The  Ancient  Geography  of  India,  &c.  from  the  Pu- 
rarias. 
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Of  hrs  private  and  fociial  virtues  it  ftill  re- 
mains td'fpeak;  and  I  could  with  pleafure 
expatiate  on  the  independence  of  his  inte- 

2. 
A  Botahldal  Description  of  Indian  Plants  firom  thB 

Coshas,  &c. 

3. 
A  Granimar  of  the  SanscHtLianguage  from  Panini,  &c. 

-'•-.:.:'-.     4,. 
A  Dictionary  of  the  Sanscrit  Language  from  thirty- 
two  original  Vocabularies  and  Niructi. 

5. 
On  the  Antient  Music  of  the  Indians. 

6. 

~  On  the  Medical  Substances  of  India,  and  the  Indian 

Art  of  Medicine. 

7. 

On  the  Philosophy  of  the  Ancient  Indians. 

•  8. 

A  Translation  of  the  Veda. 

9. 
On  Ancient  Indian  Geometry,  Astronomy,  and  Al- 
gebra. 

10. 

A  Translation  of  the  Puranas. 

11. 
Translation  of  the  Mahabharat  and  Ramayan. 

12. 
On' the  Indian  Theatre,  &c.  &c. 

18. 
On  the  Indian  ConstellationJs,  with  their  Mythology, 
from  the  Puranas. 
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grity,  his  humanity  and  probity,  as  well'  as 

his  benevolence,  which  e'iety  living  creature 

participated*         '  .  lu. 

}  >  ■  .  ,      . 

,14. 
The  Histoi'y  of  India  be^re  the  M0hammee!ali  Con- 
quest.    F^m  the  Sanscrit  Cashmir  Histories. 

ARABIA. 

15. 
The  History  of  Arabia  before  Mohammed. 

16. 
A  Translation  of  the  Hamasa. 

17. 

A  Translation  of  Hariri. 

*  IS.       ' 

A  Translation  of  the  Facahatal  Khulafa.      Of  the 

C^fiah. 

PERSIA. 

19. 

The  History  of  Persia,  from  Authorities  in  Sanscrit, 

Arabic,  Greek,  Turkish,  Persian,  Ancient  and  Modern. 

20. 

The  Five  Poems  of  Nizami,  translated  in  Prose. 
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CouW  the  figure,:  (I  quote  with;  pleafure 
his  own  words,)  inftin£ts,  and,  qualities  of 
birds,  beafts,  iilfedts,    reptiles,    and  fi|h,    be 
afcertained,  either  on  the  plan  of  Buffon,  or 
on  that  of  Linnccus,  withpi;t  giving  pain- to 
the  objeds  of  our  examination,  few  ftudies 
would  afford  us  more  folid  inftrudion,   or 
more  exquifite  delight;    but  I  never  could 
learn  by  what  bright,  nor  conceive  with  what 
feelings,  a  naturalift  can  occafion  the  mifery 
of  an  innocent  bird,  and  leave  its  young, 
perhaps,  to  perifh  in  a  cold  neft,  becaufc  it 
has  gay  plumage,  and  has  never  been  accu- 
rately delineated,  or  deprive  even  a  butterfly 
of  "its  natural  enjoyments,  becaufe  it  ha^  the 
misfortune  to  be  rare  or  beautiful :  nor  fhall 
I   ever  forget  the  couplet  of  Ferdaufi,  for 
which  Sadi,  who  cites  it  with  applaufe,  pours 
bleflings  on  his  departed  fpirit : 

Ah !  spare  yon  emmet,  rich  in  hoarded  grain ; 
He  lives  with  pleasure,  and  he  dies  with  pain. 

This  may  be  only  a  confeflion  of  we^knefs, 
and  it  certainly  is  not  meant  as  a  boaft  of 
peculiar  fenfibility ;  but  v/hatever  name  may 
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J)e  ^'^^n  tp  ijay  Opwiion,  jit  has  fuch  an  e^eO: 
tm  my  co9-4w'3:,  ttiat  I  never  would  fufFer 
the  CQciJaj  whofe  wild  nat;ive  wood-notes  an- 
nounce }^  approach  of  iprijig,  to  be  caught 
in  noiy  garijen,  for  the^  fake  qf  xromp^ring  it 
with  BufFon's  d^ripi^Kpin ;  though  I  hgve 
tiften  exajnined  the  dom^ilip  ^nd  engaging 
May  ana,  which  "bidsuS;g9od  morrqw"  at 
our  windows,  and  expe(5:s,  as  its  reward, 
little  nujre  than  Security :  evgn  when  a  fine 
y-aung  mM^is  or  pa/^gQlm  was  brough^t  to  me, 
.againft  my  ,wifli,  from  the  mputnt^^ins,  I  So- 
licited his  rjcftojratiion  to  .his  beloved  rpcks, 
jtiec^ufe  I  Iqii^nd  it  imppiEble  to  preferve  Y^ 
4n,cpmfort  at  a.^iftaiice  from  them. 

I  ^ve  noticed  ;his  cheerfvil  and  affidupus 
performance,  of  his  filial  apd  fraternal  4^ty : 
-"  Xo  'the  oth^r  virtues  ,cf  Mr.  Jpnes,  (I 
quote  ijie  teftimony^d  words  pf  prpfeflpr 
3jprnflia^,  who  yifited  O^cfprd  whilft  Sir 
^^illiam  Jones  refided  there,  pbliffi^ly  com- 
municated tp  me  byjDr.  Ford^pf  IV^g.  HalU) 

I  plight  KQ  a(id  that  of  fiijal  ^uty,  wh^fih 

he  diipkys  at  all  ^  times  .in  the  moft  exent*. 

ii/%— V,  ir.  X 
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*'  plary  manner.  I  am  not  fingular  In  the 
*'  obfervation  here  mad«.  Every  one  ac- 
"  qualnted  with  Mr.  Jones,  makes  it  likewife. 
"  I  feel  a  pleafure  in  dwelling  upon  a  charac- 
"  ter  that  does  fuch  high  honour  to  human 
*'  nature."  The  unceafing  regret  of  Lady- 
Jones  is  a  proof  of  his  claim  upon  her  con- 
jugal afFe£tions ;  and  I  could  dwell  with  rap- 
ture on  the  affability  of  his  converfation  and 
manners,  on  his  modeft,  unafluming  deport- 
ment, nor  can  I  refrsdn  from  remarking, 
that  he  was  totally  free  from  pedantry,  as 
well  as  from  that  arrogance  and  felf-sufScien- 
€y,  which  fometimes  accompany  and  difgrace 
the  greateft  abilities ;  his  pjrefence  was  the 
delight  of  every  fociety,  which  his  converfa- 
tion exhilarated  and  improved. 

His  intercourfe  with  the  Indian  natives  of 
chafaSer  and  abilities  was  extenfivc';  he  li- 
berally rewarded  thofe  by  whom  he  was 
ferved,  an^  affifted,  and  his  dependents  were 
treated  by  him  as  friends..  Under  this  deno- 
mination, he  has  frequently  mentioned  in 
his  works  the  name  of  Bahman,  a  native  of 
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Yezdiand  follower  of  the  dodlrmes  of  Zoro-^ 
after,   whom  he  retaitied    in  his  pay,   and 
whofe  death  he  often  adverted  to  with  regfet. 
Nor  can  I  refift  the  impulfe  which  I  feel  to 
repeat  an  anecdote  "of  what  occulted  after  his 
demife ;  th.e  pundits  who  were  in  the  habit 
of  attending  him,  when  I  faw  them  at  a  pub- ; 
lie  durbar,  a  few  days  after  that  melancholy 
event,  could  neither  reftrain  their  tears  for 
his  lofs,  nor  find  terms  to  exprefs,  their  ad- 
miration at  the  wonderful  progrefs  which  he 
had  made,  in  the  fciences  which  they  pro- 
feffed*. 

*  The  following  is  a  translatibn  of  a  Sanscrit  note 
Written  to  Sir  William  Jones,  by  a  venerable  pundit, 
whom  he  employed  in  superintending  the  compilation 
of  Hindu  law.  From  my  own  coipmunications  with 
the  writer  of  the  note,  I  can  venture  to  assert,  that  his 
expressions  of  respect  for  Sir  William  Jones,  although 
in  the  Oriental  style,  were  most  .sincere. 

Trivedi  Servoru  Sarman,  who  depends, on  you  alone 
for  support,  presents  his  humble  duty,  with  a  hundred 
benedictions. 

.„;    ■'    •  yERSES.  '  "" 

I.  To  yeu  there  are  many  like  me }  yet  to  me  there  is 
none  Bke  you,  but  youtself}  -there  are  numerous 
grpves  of  night  hewers ;  ypt  the  night  flpwer  se^s 
ziQtbinflike  the  mQpn,  but  the  ajoon. 

X  2 
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If  this  charafter  of  Sir  William  Jones  be 
not  exa^erated  b^^  the  partiality  of  fri-crid- 
fliip,  we  ihair  all  apply  to  bim  his  own 
word^  "  it  is  happy  for  us  that  this  man  was 
*'  born."  I  have  borrowed  the  application 
of  them  from  Dr.  Parr :  and  who  more  comi 
{r&tent  can  be  found,  to  eftimaite  the  merit  of 
the  great  fcholar  whom  he  deemsi  worthy  of 
this  eialogium  ? 

Jn  the  pleafing  office  d  deliaareating  his 
virtues,  my  d?egret  for  his  iols  has  been  iuf* 

2.  A  hundred  chiefs  rule  the  world,  but  thoa  ait  an 
ocean,  and  they  are  mere  wells  j  many  lunynaries  are 
awake  in  the  sky,  but  which  of  them  can  be  com^ 

j)ared  to  the  Sun  ? 

.Many  words  are  needless  to  inform  those  who  know 
all  things.  The  law  tract  of  Jitri,  will  be  delivered  by  the 
hand  of  the  footman,  dispatched  by  your  Excellence.—* ' 
Prosperity  attend  you  ! 

I  add  a  translation  of,  two  couplets  in  elegant  Ar-abiij, 
addressed  by  Maulavi  Casim  to  Sir  "William  Jones, 
The  writer  was  employed  -by  him  in  cony>iUi;g  the 
Mohammedan  law, 

Mayest  thou  remain  with  us  perpetually,  for  thy  pre- 
sence is  an  ornament  and  a. delight. to  the  age ! 
,    May  ho  unpleasant  event  ifind'its  way  to  thiee;  and 
rfaayest  thou  have  no  share  in  ihe'  vicissitudes  of  for« 
tune! 
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|)findid,  but  will  never  he  obliterated ;  and 
wbilft  I  cherifh  with  pride  the  recolledion 
that  he  honoured  me  with  hh  eileem*.  I  can- 
not ceafe  to  feel  and  lament  that  the  voicej- 
to  which  I  liftened:  with  rapture  and  im- 
provement, is  heard  no  more. 

As  far  as  happinefs  may  be  confidered  de- 
pendent upon  the  attainment  of  our  wifhes, 
lie  poffefled  it.     At  the  period  of  his  death, 
by  a  prudent  attention  to  economy,  which 
i:ieVer  encroached  upon  his  liberality,  he  had 
acquired  a  competency,  and  was.  in  a  fitua- 
tion  to    enjoy  dignity  with   independence. 
For  this  acquifition  he  was  indebted  to  the 
exertion  of  his  talents  and  abilities,  of  ener- 
gies well  directed,  and  ufefuUy  applied  to  the 
benefit  of  his  country  and  mankind.     He 
had  obtained  a  reputation  which  might  gra- 
tify the  higheft  ambition :  and  as  far  as  hu- 
man happinefs  is  alfo  conriedted  with  expect- 
ation, he  had  in  profpedt  a  variety  of  em- 
ployments, the  ejcecution  of  which  depended 
only  on  the  continuance  of  his  health  and 
intelleaual  poWers.     I  fliall  not  here  enlarge 
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upon  the  common  topic  of  the  vanity  of 
human  wifhes,  profpeds,  and  enjoyments, 
•which  my  fubjeft  naturally  fuggefts ',  but  if 
my  reader  fhould  not  participate  th^t  admira- 
tion which  the  memory  of  Sir  "William  Jones 
excites  in  my  mind,  1  muft  fubmit  to  the 
mortification  of  having  depreciated  a  charac- 
ter, which  I  had  fondly  hoped  would  be  ef- 
feftually  emblazoned  by  its  own  excellence, 
jf  I  did  but  fimply  recite  the  talents  and  vif^ 
^-  ^ues  which  confpired  to  dignify  and  adorn  it, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

1  He  followingx  Epitaph,  evidently  in- 
tended for  himfelf,  was  written  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Jones,i  a  fliort  time  only  before  his  de- 
mife.  It  difplays  fome  ftriking  features  of 
his  character ;  refignation  to  the  will  of  his 
Creator,  love  and  good-will  to  mankind, 
and  is  modeftly  filent  upon  his  iUtclle^lttal 
attainments.  , 

AN  EPITAPH. 


Here  was  deposited, 

-the  mortal  part  of  a  man, 

who  feared  GOD,  but  not  death; 

and  maintained  independence, 

but  sought  not  riches; 

who  thought ' 

none  be^ow  him,  but  the  base  and  unjust, 

none  above  him,  but  the  wise  and  virtuous; 

who  loved 

-his  parents,  kindred,  friends,  country, 

with  an  ardour 

which  was  the  chief  source  of 


all  his,  pleasures  and  all  his  pains; 

and  who,  having  devoted 

his    life    to    their    service, 

and  to 

the  imprevenient  of  his  mind, 

resigaed  it  calmly, 

giving  glory  to  his  Creator, 

wishing  peace  on  earth, 

arid  witK 

geod-Will  to  all  creatures, 

on  the  Ifwentj/seventh']  day  of  [AprWi, 

in  the  yeir  of  our  blessed  Redee'mer, 

■  6>ne  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  \and  t^nttTji-foar\. 

The  Court  of  Director?  of  the  Eaft'^India 
Company  embraced  an  early  opportimity  of 
teftifying  their  refpedl  for  the  merit  of  Sir 
William  Jones.  By  an  unanimous  vote  of 
the  Court,  it  was  refolved,  that  a  monument 
to  his  memory  fhould  be  ordered,  for  the 
purpofe  of  being  eredted  in  St.  Paul's  Ca-' 
thedral,  with  a  fuitable  irifeription,  and  that 
a  ftatue  of  Sir  William  Jones  ihould  be  pre^ 
pared  at  the  expence  of  the  Company,  and 
fent  to  Bengal  with  diredions  for  its  being 
placed  in  a  proper  litu^tion  there. 

The  pofthumous  honours  paid  to  his  vat-. 
mory  by  a  fociety  of  gentlemen  in  Bengal, 


'  w^o  had  received  their  edttCaHbd  at  Oxford, 
were  no  lefs  liberal  than  appropriate.  They 
fubfcribed  a  fdnr  to  he  given  as  u  prize  for 
the  bdft  diflertation  6n  his  charadter  and 
merits,  by  any  of  the  ftudent^  at  that  ,Uni- 
verfity ;  and  the  propofal,  with  the  fan^ton 
of  the  heads  of  the  TJniverfity,  having  been 
carried  into  execution,  the  premium  was  ad- 
judged to  Mr.  Henry  Philpdtts,  A.  M.,  Fel- 
low of  Magdaleti  College. 

The  expedtations  of  my  readers  Would  l^e 
difapprfinted,  if  I  were  not  to  mention  the 
foUcitude  pf  Lady  Jones,    and  the   mean§ 
;adopted  by  her,   for  perpetuating  the  fame 
of  a  hufbatid,  with  whom  fhe  had  lived  ia 
the  clofeft  union  of   efteetti  and  affedion. 
Without  dwelling  np6n  the 'elegant  moriu' 
jnent  eredted  to  his  rtiembry  at  her  gxpenfe, 
in  the  anti-chamber  of  Univerfjty  College, 
O&ford^   her  regard  for  hid  reputation  was 
Hiore  effeifliaally  eviticed,  by  the  publication 
of  his  works  in   ^4  elegant  edition  of  fix' 
qiiarto  volumes,  in  ftridt  conformity  to  his 
ppinion,   that    **  The-  beft  monument  th^t 
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"  can  be  ereded  to  a  man  of  literary  talents, 
"  is  a  good  edition  of  his  works." 

On  the  27th  of  January  lygs^  Sir  Wil- 
Kam  Jones  was  unanimoufly  ele<3:ed  a  cor- 
refponding  member  of  the  Hijlorical  Society 
of  Majfachufetts.  The  fociety  had  foon  the 
mortification  to  learn,  that,  nine  months  be- 
fore the  date  of  their  vote,  the  objedl  of  their 
intended  diftlnflion  was  no  more.  The  fol- 
lowing letter,  notifying  the  refolution  of  t|ie 
fociety,  was  addrefTed,  by  the  prefident  of  it, 
to  3ir  William  Jones ; 

Sir,  Boston,  Feb.  7,  179^. 

,  '   As  prefident,  and  by  the  diredion 
of  the  Maffachufetts  Hiftorical   Society,    I 
'  have  the  honour  to  inolofe  you  a  vote  of  that 
corporation,  by  which  you  are  eledted  a  mem- 
ber of  it. 

You  have  alfo  by  this  conveyance  a  few 
Jjublications,  and  a  copy  of  our  charter :  by 
the  latter  you  will  fee,  as  well  the  legal,  date, 
as  the  defign  of  our  inftitution.  We  poflefs 
a  large  hall  in  the  centre  of  Boftbn,  wherie 
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we  depofit  thofe  books,  publications,  an^ 
other  matters,  which  may  have  a  tendency  to 
fix  and  illuftrate.  the  political,  civil,  and  na- 
tural hiftory  of  this  continent:  and  we  hav« 
been  very  iuccefsful  in  our  attempts  to  coUeQ: 
materials  for  that  purpofe. 

Your  character,  and  the  attention  which 
the  world  allows  you  to  have  paid  to  learn- 
ing of  this  kind,  have  induced  us  to  purfufe 
fuch  meafures  as  we  hope  will  obtain  your 
good  wifhes,  and  friendly  regard:  and  we 
fhall  have  great  pleafure  in  forwarding  to  you, 
from  time  to  time,  fuch  other  books  an4 
publications,  as  we  may  fuppofe  to  be  ac- 
ceptable to  yoii. 

Any  obfervations  from  you,  or  any  mem- 
ber of  the  fociety,  in  which  you  prefide,  il- 
luftraiting  thofe  fafts  which  compofe  the  na- 
tural hiftory  of  America,  or  of  any  other 
part  of  the  world,  will  be  received  as  va- 
luable marks  of  your  attention. 

As  the  corrpfpondence  of  literary  and  phi- 
Jofophical  focieties,  eftabliftied  in  different  na- 
tions, is  an  intercourfe  of  true  philanthropy, 
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and  has  i  manifeft  tendency  to  increafe  that 
frieildfhip',  and  to  ftipport  that  harmony  in 
the  great  family  of  mankind,  on  which  the 
happlnefs  of  the  wofld  fo  much  depends,  it 
can  never  foKcit  your  aid  without  fuccefs. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  fentiments  of  the  highefl  refpeft, 
Your  ttioft  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

J.  Sullivan. 

tt  is  certainly  to  be  greatly  regretted,  that 
Sir  William  Jones  did  not  live  to  tranflate 
the  digeft  of  Hindu  law,  in  the  compilation 
of  which  he  had  beftowed  fo  much  time  and' 
attention.  It  is  however  fatisfaftory  to  know, 
that  his  benevolent  intentions  in  this  labo- 
rious work  have  not  been  difappointed,  and 
that  Mr.  H.  T.  Colebrooke,  in  the  civil  fer- 
vice  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  at  Bengal, 
from  motives  of  public  fpirit,  and  a  laudable 
hope  of  diftin£tion,  has  completed  a  tranfla- 
tion  of  it,  with  an  ability  which  does  him 
the  higheft  credit.  This  voluminous  work 
was  undertaken  and  executed  by  Mr.  Cole- 
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Ibrooke,  under  the  prefli^re  of  uninterm|tted 
ofEcial  occupations,  a^d  is  a  proof  of  literary 
induftry  rarely  exceeded. 

For  the  gratification  of  the  reader's  curiO" 
fity,  I  infert  the  fhort  but  cha,ra.<3:erifl:|e  tranf- 
lation  of  the  Preface  of  the  Hinjdu  Com^ilgrs  ^ 
of  the  Digeft. 

PREFACE    BY    THE    COMPILERS, 

Having  falute'd  .the  Rtiler  of  Gods,  the 
Lord  of  Beings,  and.  the  King  of  Dangers, 
I^rd  of  Divine  Clares,  the  Daughter  of  the 
King  of  Mountains,  the  venerable  Sages,  a,nd 
the  reverend  Authors  of  Books,  I,  Ja<?4- 
-nat'ha.  Son  of  BuiJra,  by  command  qf  the 
Protte£tors  of  the  Land,  compile  this  boot, 
Intitled,  T&e  Sea  of  controverfial  Wjiv£s^  per- 
fpicuous,  diffufive,  with  its  iflands  and  gems, 
pleafing  to  the  princes  and  the  learned. 

What  is  my  intellect,  a  crazy  boat,  com- 
pared with   the  lacred  code,   that  perilous 
ocean  ?  The  fgivour  of  the  Supreme  Ruler  is 
my  fole  refuge,  in  trayerfing  that  ocean  wUt»  . 
this  «;ra?y  vejjgj. 
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The  learned  Radhacanta  Gonefprelada,  df 
firm  and  fpotle{s  mind,  Ramamohana  Ra-, 
maniohee  Ganafyama,  and  Gunigadhara,  a 
league  of  affiduous  pupils,  muft  tffe&  the 
completion  of  this  work,  which  fhall  gratify 
the  minds  of  princes : — ^^of  this  1  have  un- 
queftioned  certainty. 

Embarking  on  fhips,  often  do  men  un- 
daunted traverfe  the  perilous  deep,  aided  by 
long  cables,  and  impelled  by  propitious  gales. 

Having  viewed  the  title  of  loans,  and  the 
reft  as  promulged  by  wife  legiflators,  in  codes 
Qf  laws,  and  as  expounded  by  former  intel- 
ligent authors ; 

And  having  meditated  their  obfcure  paf- 
fages  with  the  leflbns  of  venerable  teachers, 
the  whole  is  now  delivered  by  me. 
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APPENDIX. 
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No.  I. 
JONESIUS  REVICZKIO,  S. 

WUAM.jucunda  mihi  fuit  ilia  femi- 
horaj  qu^  tecum  de  poetis  Perficis,  meis  tuif- 
que  deliciis,  fum  collocutus:  initlum  enim 
amicitize  et  dulciffimas  inter  nos  corifuetudinis 
arbitrabar  fuifle.  Quam  {pem  utriufque  noflri 
Importuna  negotia  fefeHerilnt.  Ruri  enim 
diutlus  quam  vellem  commorari,  varije  me 
cogunt  cx:cupationes.  Tu  Germaniam,  ut, 
•audivi,  quam  citiffime  prpficifci  med[itaris. 
Doleo  itaque  amicitiam  in  ipfo  flore  quafi 
deadere.  Illud  tamen  tanquam  lenimfcn  db- 
Joris  mei  reflat,  nempe  ut,  fi  prsefens  te 
prasfentem  alloqui  non  poflim,  liceat  certe 
quidem  per  literas  colloqui,  et  cum  ferraonis 
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C(3flin;itlEnkationey    tuni   donjundiorie   ftudid-* 
Jum,   perfrui.     At  cum   de   amicltia  noftra 
ioquar,    lue,   qu^fo,    vi4,eax   hoc .  tam   gravl 
nomine  abtiti.     Permagno  enim  vinculo  con- 
juiigi  folent  ii  qui  iifdem_  utuntur  ftudiis,  qui 
literas  humaniores  colunt,  qui  in  iifdem  curis 
ef    cogitatioiiibus    evigilant.     Studia    eadem 
fequimur,    eadem    colimus   et    confedtamur. 
Hoc  tanaen  inter  nos  inte^reft.     Nempe  tu  in 
Uteris   Afiaticis    es   quam   doctiffimusj    ego 
ttrb  Uft  in  lis  dodtus  fim,  nitor^  contendo, 
elaboro.      In   hariim   literarun;i   amore   non 
jpatiar  ut   me  yi^cas,   ita  enim  incredjiBUijtef 
illis  xJele^OTi  wihij  ut  fupra  poffit :  equidem 
poeii  Graecorum  jaipi  inde  a  puero  ita  delec- 
f abar,  ut  nihil  mihi  Pindari  car^inijbus  ela- 
.tius^.nibil  Anacreonte  d,»llci,us^  nihil  Sapphu^, 
Archilochi,  Alcsei,   ac    Simonidis  a^re,is  ilU,s 
relliquiis  politius  aut  nitidii^s  efle  yideretur. 
At  pum  poefin   Arabicam   et  Perficam  <ie- 
^uftarem^  illico  exarefcere      ^      *   ,  *      « 
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'^-■'  No.  11.  •^"•■■' 

REVICZKI  a  MoNS.  JONES. 
Monsieur, 

Je fuis  tres  fenfible  avotre fouvenir  et 
aux  compliments  reiteres,  dans  vos  lettres  a 
Madame  de  Vauclufe;  je  puis  dire  que  j'en 
fuis  un  peu  fier,  me  glorifiant,  de  ce  qu'une 
entrevue  d'un  quart  d'heure  m'a  pu  procurer 
I'honneur  de  votre  amitie.  Je  tacherois 
bieii  de  la  cultiver,  11  mon  plan  me  permettoit 
de  faire  un  plus  long  fejour  dans  ce  pays-ci, 
ou  du  moins,  fi  je  pouvois  vous  rencontrer  a 
Oxford,  ou  je  penfe  de  me  rendre  avant  que 
je  quitte  rAngleterre.  J'apprens  avec  plaifir, 
que  vous  avez  ete  charge  de  donner  au  pub- 
Hc)  un  EfTai  fur  la  Profodie  des  Orienteaux  j 
comme  je  fuis  perfuade  que  vous  vous  ac- 
qiiitterez  dignemettt  de  cette  commiffion,  et 
qu'un  bon  fucces  cOuronnera  votre  entreprife, 
je  fuis  charme  d'avance,  de  I'humiliation  que 
Tous  ferez  effuyer  a  tous  nos  Poetes  Euro- 
peens,  qui  ne  pourront  pas  s'empecher  d'avoir 
Jionte  de  la  pauvrete  de  leurs  langues  pro- 
Life^—V,  IL  Y 
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faiques,  lorfqu'ils  s'apperceveront,  que  les 
langues  Orient^les,  independamment  de  la 
rime,  que  eft  de  leur  invention,  ont  de  ve- 
ritables  quantites  de  fyllabes  auffi  bien  que 
Jes  Grecs,  avec  une  variete  de  pleds  plus 
abondantes  encore,  et  par  confequent  un  vrai 
art  metrique  et  profodique.  Je  prends  la 
liberie  de  vous  envoyer  le  cahier  d'une  de 
mes  dernieres  traductions  de  Hafyz,  dont  je 
m'amufe  quelquefois  quand  j'ai  du  loifir. 
Veus  qui  connoifT^z  le  genie  de  la  langue 
Perfanne,  trouverez  fai>s  doute  mon  entre- 
prife  temeraire,  auffi  ne  cherche-je  point  a. 
faire.  fentir  la  beaute  de  1' original  dana  ma 
verfion,  mais  uniquement  les  penfees  fimples 
et  fans  ornemcnt,  j'y  joins  auffi  une  para- 
phrafe  en  vers,  mais  tres  libre.  En  quoije 
me  fuis  le  plus  eloigne  du  texte,  c'eft  en  fub- 
ftituant  quelquefois  au  mignon  une  maitrefle, 
foit  pour  donner  une  liaifon  aux  vers,  qui  par 
la  nature  meme  du  Ghazel,  n'en  ont  point  j 
foit  pour  me  conformer  en  cela  au  gout  de 
nos  pays ;  d'autant  plus  que  dajis  le  premier 
vers,  le  Perfan  lui  meme  parle  de  fa  maitrefle. 
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Vous  trouverez  auffi  a  cote  du  texte  Perfan, 
des  expreflions  analogues  des  poetes  Grecs* 
ct  Latins,  fuivant  que  je  m'en  fouviens  lorf- 
que  je  lis  Hafyz.  J'^fpere  d'avoir  I'hon- 
neur  de  vous  voir  ici  avant  mon  depart,  vous 
aflurant  que  je  compte  parmi  les  plus  grands 
avantages  que  j'ai  eu  en  Angleterfe,  I'hon-: 
neur  de  votre  connoiflance. 

Je  fuis  votre  tres  humble  Scrviteur, 

REVICZKI. 

No.  in. 

REVICZKI  a  Mons.  JONES. 

Londres,  le  2ieme  de  Fevrier,  1768. 

Monsieur, 

Le  jour  meme  que  j'ai  expedie  la 
mienne,  j'ai  re9U  votre  favante  et  obligeante 
lettre,  que  j'ai  lu  avec  un  plaifir  infini,  quoique 
j'aurois  fouhaite  qu'elle  fut  un  peu  moins 
flateufe  fur  mon  compte,  et  iajoins  modefte 
fur  le  v&tre.  Toutefois  je  ne  prends  pas  vos 
expreffions  a  la  lettre,  et  ma}gre  tout  ce  que 
vous  puiffiez  dire,  je  vois  claireraent  par 
votre  gout  et  jugement  fur  les  paiTages  cites 

y  2 
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dans  votre  lettre,  que  vous  iavez  fait  un  grand 
chemin  dans  la  litterature  Orientale.  Je  vous 
prie  cependaiit,  quelque  grace  pour  le  Grec 
et  le  Latin ;  car  quoique  je  ne  puifle  pas 
nier  qu'il  y  a  quelque  genre  de  poefie,  ou  les 
Orienteaux  et  particulierement  les  Perfans 
ont  atteint  un  degre  de  perfeftion  et  de  fu- 
periorite,  je  ne  me  ferois  point  de  fcrupule,  de 
renoncer  plutot  a  la  connoiflance  de  ces 
trdis  langues  qu'a  la  feule  langue  Grecque. 
Je  fuis  bien  aife  que  votre  ouvrage  foit  deja 
fi  avance,  et  que  je  pmfle  efperer  de  la  voir 
bientot  rendu  public.  Je  ferois  fort  embarafle 
de  vous  donner  quelque  avis  au  fujet  de  votre 
livre,  a  caufe  que  je  fuis  actuellement  depourvu 
de  tout  livre  qui  traite  direClement  de  cette 
Hiatiere,  et  que  d'ailleurs,  c'eft  une  mer  a 
boire,  que  I'abondance  et  la  variete  du  metre 
Oriental,  et  qu'il  eft  impoffible  d'en  favoir 
par  coeur  toutes  les  parties.  Je  ferois  curieux 
de  favoir,  fous  quel  chapitre  vous  avez  range 
Le  Kafide,  genre  de  poefie  tres  en  vogue  par- 
mi  les  Arabes,  et  cultive  aveC  grand  fucces, 
que  repond  plus  qu'aucun   autre  a  1  elogie 


325 
-Latine,  mais  qui  par  fa  conftrudion  tieijt 
au  Ghazel,  avec  cette  difference,  que  le  Ghazel, 
fuivant  les  regies,  ne  devroit  jamais  paffer  13 
difliques  ou  beits;  et  que  le  Kafide  n'eft- 
borne  a  aucun  nombre ;  ado.  que  les  beits  du 
Ghazel  doivent  par  leur  nature  comprendre 
en  eux-memes,  et  terminer  tout  le  fens,  pen- 
dant que  ceux  du  Kafide  ont  du  rapport  entre 
eux,  en  continuant  le  meme  fujet.  Un  exem- 
ple  admirable  de  ce  dernier  eft  celui  fur  la 
mort  de  Mahomet,  celebre  dans  tout  I'Orient, 
et  connu  par  coeur  a  tous  les  gens  de  lettres, 
dans  une  allegdrie  continuelle,  mais  admirable 
et  tres  pathetique,  dont  le  commencement  eft 
4el,  fi  je  m'en  fouviens : 

Pour  ce  qui  regarde  vos  doutes  fur  la  pretend- 
due  allegorie  de  Hafyz,  il  y  auroit  beaucoup 
a  dire,  car  il  femble  que  le  refpe£t  et  la  vene^ 
ration  que  les  Mahometans  portent  a;  la  me- 
moire  de  ce  grand  genie,  eft  la  veritable  caufe 
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de  leur  myflerieufe  interpretation,  voulant 
parlajuftifier  la  conduite  du  poete  en  nous 
le  donnant  pour  un  homme  irreprochable 
aufli  blen  dans  fes  mceurs  que  dans  fes  vers. 
La  plus  grande  partie  de  fes  commentateurs, 
comme  Shemy,  Surury,  et  les  autres,  s'ever- 
tuent  d'expliquer  dans  un  fens  myftique  les 
vers  qui  roulent  fur  le  vin,  les  gar9ons,  les 
-plaifirs,  et  le  mepris  de  la  religion,  comme 
indigne  d'uri  bon  Mufulmah ;  mais  le  plus 
habile  de  ces  interpretes,  le  favant  Sudi,  n'a 
pas  voulu  fuivre  cette  rnethodq,  difant,  que 
quelque  raifon  qUe  puiflent  avoir  les  autres 
commentateurs,  fans  combattre  leur  bonnes 
intentions,  il  fe  contentera  d'expliquer '  le 
texte  litteraleme|it.  II  ne  fera  pas  peut-etre 
mal-a-propos,  de  marquer  ici  une  anecdote, 
que  j'ai  lu  qiifclque  part  touchant  Hafyz  -,  ce 
grand  homme  etant  mort,  quelques-uns  des 
Ulemas,  ont  fait  difEculte  de  lui  accorder  la 
fepulture,  a  caufe  du  libertinage  de  fes  poefies, 
mais  en  fin  apres  bien  de  conteftations,  il  en 
font  venu  au  Tefa/y  c'eft-a*dire  a  la  pratique, 
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d'ouvrir  fon  Divan  au  hazard,  moyenant  une 
aigmUe ;  le  premier  vers  qui  s'offiit  a  leur" 
vue  fut  le  fuivant: 

^^    ^'^    ;'     ;'>     ^.ji     ^^ 

Ce  paflage  ayant  ete  pris  pour  une  decifion 
du  del,  les  Ulemas  furent  bientSt  d'accord, 
et  on  le  fit  enterrer  dans  I'endroit  meme  du 
Mufella,  devenu  celebre  par  fes  vers.  Si  je 
ne  me  trompe  pas,  cette  circonftance  fe  trouve 
dans  Katib  celebi.  Quant  a  moi,  tout  autant 
que  je  fuis  porte  a.  croire  que  Hafyz  en  par- 
lant  de  vin  et  de  I'amour  n'entend  point 
finefle  en  cela,  de  meme  je  dois  avouer  que 
je  ne  trouve  point  des  obfcenites  en  lui,  ni 
des  expreifions  fales  et  grd!fieres  comme  cela 
arrive  affez  fouvent  a  Sadi.  Je  ne  puis 
m'empecher  non  plus  de  le  regarder  comme 
un  efprit  fort,  et  je  pourrois  citer  cent  ex- 
amples, pour  montrer  qu'il  fe  moque  du  pro- 
phete  et  de  1' Alcoran  comme  quand  il  dit : 
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Pour  les  pontes  Turcs,  j'avoue  que  je  ne  les 
lis  pas  avec  le  meme  plaifir,  quoiqiie  je  con? 
vienne  qu'il  y'ep  a  quelques-uns  qui  ont  du 
merite  j  le  plus  agreable,  a  mon  avis,  eft  R^uhi 
Bagdady  dont  il  y  a  des  fatyres  admirables. 
Je  ne  fais  pas  s'il  eft  de  votre  connoiflknce, 
Mais  la  plupart  des  Turcs  ne  font  que  des 
copiftes  ou  tradudteurs  des  Perfans,  et  fouvent 
deftitues  de  gotit  et  d'harmonie. 

Je  ne  puis  pas  deviner  la  raifon  qui  vous 
fait  trouver,  Monfieur,  un  fens  impudiqu© 
dans  ce  beau  vers  de  Mefihi ;  ; ''.  ■ 

-^-v-^        J^^       ^^  jl  ^^  U/-<? 

dont  le  fimple  fens  eft :  *^  Mon  dieu,  ne  m'enT 
yoyez  pas  au  tombeau  fans  que  j'aye  aupa- 
ravant  embraffe  mon  ami,"  a  moins  que  vous 
ne  faffiez  confifter  I'obfcenite  dans  i'amitie 
d'un  gar^oji,  qui  eft  I'eternel  fujet  de  toutes 
les  poefies  Orientales  auffi  bien  que  precques 
et  quelqiiefois  Latines.  Je  vous  envoye  la 
plus  fraiche  de  mes  tradudions,  en  vous  priapt 
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de  me  la  renvoyer  quand  vous  en  ferez  Iks, 
car  je  n'en  ai  point  de  cppies.     Je  fuis,  avec     \, 
la  plus  parfaite  eftime  et  veneration, 
Votre  tres  hutoble  ferviteur, 

REVICZKI. 

No.  IV. 
REVICZKIUS  JONESIO,  S. 

Jjondim,  Martii  die  7,  1 768. 
Dicamne  me  literis  tuis  dele£tatum, 
an  eruditum?  Prorfus  animi  pendeo,  tu  in 
iiteris  omne  pundlum  tulifle  videris,  hoc 
anum  reprehendendum  exiftimo,  quod  con- 
cifione  peccent,  etfi  tu  prolixitatis  nptam  m- 
currere  verearis.  Qu6d  miflam  ad  te  duarum 
odarum  verfionem  intemperanti  laude  efFeras, 
qUbdve  nieas  efle  aliquid  putaris  nugas,  id  pure 
puta  humanitatis  ac  comitatis  tuse  indicium 
effe  fufpicor;  quod  autem  in  fphalmata  mea 
benignus  animadverteris,  ferio  habeo  gratiam, 
uti  vice  verfa,  quod  tam  parens  fueris  in  cat- 
tigandd  errorum  meorum  fylv^,  indulgently 
tuae  adfcribo.  Itaque  etli  fummopere  caven- 
dum  mihi  fit,  ne,  dum  culpam  removere  ftu- 
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(Jeo,  gratlam,  quam  profiteor,  Immlnuere  vi- 
dear ;  non  poflum  tamen  apud  animum  meum 
impetrare,  ut  omni  penitus  apologiae  fuper- 
fedeam.  Quare  non  incongruBm  puto  mo- 
riere,  me  nullo,  five  ofientationis,  five  gloriae 
ftudio,  ad  verfus  fcribendqs  animum  appulifle, 
quos  jam  olim  in  fcholse  limine  valere  juflbs, 
non  ante  hos  tres  menfes,  otio  me  ad  id  pelli- 
Qiente,-refumfi ;  non  alia,  r^s  iisioLitlwirsu};,  ratione, 
quam  quod^  Latine  redditis  50  circiter  odis 
mercurialis  noftri  Hafyzi  j 

— ■ —  cujus  amor  tantum  mihi  crescit  in  horas. 


Quantum  vere  novo  viridis  se  subjicit  alnus : 

in  ipfo  progreflu  operis  tam  immanem  ob- 
fervavi  metaphrafis  mese  a  prototypo  difFormi- 
tatem,  ut  me  laboris  faftidium  ceperit.  Nam 
etfi  prxter  illam  inficetam,  fed  religiofam 
verfionem,  quam  fingulis  diftichis  fubfcriptam 
vides,  aliam  liberiorem  et  terfiorem,  Latina 
aeque  ac  Gallicd  lingua,  prse  manibus  ha- 
beam  j   tamen   non   eft    minus  difcrepans  a 

textu,  quam  ^t  L  y^  Ji}JJ  >>i>iJ^  ^^^  ^^' 
Historia  aurifabri  et  storearum  textoris.  Hafiz. 
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Accedit,  quod  fsepiffime  ad  exprimendum 
unius  monofyllabi  fenfum,  fefquipedali  para- 
phrali  fit  utendum.  Proitide  non  abs  re  fu- 
turum  judicavi,  ligatd  nonnunquam  oratione 
textum  Perficum  aemulari ;  cujus  tamen  qua- 
licunque  fucceflui  illud  femper  obllabit,  quod 
in  Ghazela,  nulla  fit  verfuum  cohsefio  et 
«>XijXou%(a,  cujus  defectum  Latina  poefis  nulla 
ratione  admittit.     Sed  de  liis  aJSatim. 

•  *      \  *         i!f-        *         *         * 

Librum  de  poefi  Hebr^orum  quem  com- 
mendas,  epifcopi  Oxonienfis,  quemve  tibi  pro 
^xemplari  propofiiifti,  legi  jam,  alias,  et  qui- 
dem  magna  cum  voluptate,  quamVis  in  prs- 
ienrtiarum  parum  ex  illo  memorise  mex  in- 
haereat;  hoc  unum  recordor,  quod  didtione 
seque  ac  methodo  fit  prseditus  admirabili. 
Flores  Grseci  et  Orientales  epiftolse  tux  in- 
t^rfperfi,  oppido  me  deledlaverurit,  et  obfervo 
tuum  in  eorum  deledu  judicium.  PropofitUm 
autem  Orientem  vifendi,  laudo  quidem^  fed 
praevie  fijadeo  ut  linguse  feu  Turcicse  feu  vul- 
garis Arabics  ufum  tibi  familiarem  reddas,  fi 
profedum  et  vbluptatem  ex,  itinere  illo  con- 
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fequi  eft  animus,  quandoquidem  non  alid  ra- 
tione  Mahometanos  afFari  conceditur. 

Quod  de  fervili  Turcarum  imitatione  dixi, 
non  de  omni  imitatione  did;um  volo.  Scio 
enim  multos  imitando  archetypum  fuperafle, 
uti  hoc,  Georgica  Virgilii,  et  Hefiodi  epyx  xai 
^fj^spai  teftantur.  Nee  ipfe  Hafyz  negaverit 
nonnuUa  fe  ab  aliis  mutuatum,  utpote  quern 
non  puduerit  fubinde  integros  verfus  tran- 
fcribere :  ficut  ille  eft  in  ipfo  frontis  opere : 
quern,  mutato  tantum  hemiftichiorum  ordine, 
lezido  filio  furripuit,  apud  quem  ita  legitur  j 


y,L'  ,  u  ;;i  /Oi  yj  L 


ui 


ut  nihil  dicam  de  integra  fere  ghazela  alio  in 
loco,  &c.  &c.  OfFendor  enimvero  injEulfa 
ilia  et  pene  continua  poetarum  Turcarum 
imitatione,  de  quibus  non  inepte  quis  diduna 
putet, 

O  imitatores,  servum  ppcus ! 

Ut  Horatius  nofter,  &c. 

Quaeris  quid  fentiam  de  aliis  Pcrfaruipi 
poetis  ?  numve  folum  Hafyz  ore  rotundo  lo- 
qui  cenfeam  ?  Abfit !  quis  enim  potefl  primanj 


333 
Sadii  paginam  Infpicere,  quin  fe  in  exftafin 
rapi  fentiat  ?  Immo  fcire  te  volo,'  mihi  pri- 
mum  ftimulum  additum  fuifle  ad  Orientales 
Hteras  perdifcendas  hac  Sadii  ftropha,  quam. 
fortuito  didafcalus  meus  Conftantinopoli  re- 
citavit  et  interpretatus  eft : 

Sed  quis  non  indignetur  lepidiffimum  fcrip- 
torem,  a  tarn  illepido  metaphrafte,  quam  fuit 
mea  fententia  Gentius,,  Latinitate  donatum. 
Non  difEteor  tamen  ihagis  me  mulccri  lec- 
tione  Hafyzi,  eo  quod  in  illo  verba  fententiofa 
hilaritate  mixta  deprehendam.  Quod  Jiamium 
attinet ;  etfl  illius  opere  deftituar,  memor  ta- 
men eorum  quse  Conftantinopoli  degens  ali- 
quando  le^i,  non  vereor  dicere  poetarum  to- 
tius  PerC<E  efleJieliciffimum.  Et  quidem  ju- 
dicio  Sudij,  Hafyz  in  compluribus  divani  fui 
Kajiis  five   \'rw,saa.\r^,    quern  vulgus   rhyth- 
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mum  Vocat,  eft  incomparabilis,  uti  in  Uteris  : 
^j^  .   ^  :  I  &c.;  in  aliis  rurfum  Uteris  eft 

remiffiorj  in  nonnullis  denique  plane  Ian-', 
guet,  quando  Jiamii  per  omnes  alphabeti  lite- 
ras  eadem  felicitate  decurrit.  Ghazelam 
,_Jj:  ^i  /i  non  verti  Latino  carmine  ob 
verfuum  incohserentiam ;  fed  fi  profaicam  ver- 
fionem  et  notas  defideras,  lubcns  obfequar. 
Interea  mitto  hunc  noviflimum,  non  partum 
adhuc,  fed  embrionem*  Vale.  Londini,  die 
7  Martii. 

P.  S.  Verfus  tuos  Arabicos  miror  meber- 
cle,  non  tantum  probo  j  fed  in  hoc  non  auljm 
te  semulari. 

No.  V. 
REVICZKIUS  JONESIO,  S. 

Londini,  17  Martii,  1768. 

Oppido  recreatus  fum  Uteris  tuis, 

prsecipue  vero  multiplici  tud  verfione,  imi- 

tatione,  compofitione.      Quarum  argumento 

clare  evincis,  te  non  tantum 

ex,emplaria  Grseca 

Noctutna  versasse  manu,  vers^sse  diurna. 
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fed  omnem  propemodum  Hellenici  fermonis 
dsmT^rx  xa.t  %«f(£y7j!r/*oy  aflecutum  eflc.  MilltSB 
funt  veneres  in  od^  tua  ad  Venerem,  et  pla- 
nus laudis  conatus  in  adsequando  divino,  ex- 
emplari.  Sed  quis  poflit  fibi  a  lud:u  tempe,- 
rare,  cum  obfervaverit,  non  tantum  nos  jac- 
turam  pati  lepidiffimi  operis,  fed  quod '  illse 
etiam  perpaucse  reliquije  quae  fuperfunt,  adeo 
fint  mutilatae  &  depravatze  ?  Nam  etfi  lubens 
concedam,  textum  odas,  quem  tu  eligifti,  five 
ilium  ietiam  Dianys.  edit.  Upton.,  prseferen- 
dum  effe  Stephaniano,  aut  cujufcunque  eft  ilia 
(fi  diis  placet)   emendatio,  quod  in  tuo  ex- 

emplari  major  habeatur  dialefti  ratio,  ac  plures 
infint   yyijtriOT^?©'  ^ocpitKlripsi :  tamcn  negari  non 

poteft  complures  vel  in  eo  reperiri  hiatus,  et 

menda,  quse  nulla  fatis  explicatione  aut  fenfus 

detorfione  celari   poflunt.     Quamvis   autem 

credibile  fit,  ^oliam  puellam  fuo  particular! 

idiomate  locutam,  cujus  leges  aetate  noftra  non 

fatis perfpedae  fint:  quis  tatnen  putet ^-Eolicam 

dialeduni  metro  et  profodise  oppofitam,   ut 

nihil  dicam  de  fenfu  ipfa  in  aliquot  locis  cor- 

rupto  ? 
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****** 

Elegans  omnino  eft  verfio  ilia  tua  de  ofculo 
Agathohls.  Confimilis  Idea  eft  in  illo  Hafyzi 
difticho;  ; 

Id  eft,  ut  oris  tui  afpedlu  frui  poffit,  anima 
mea  tota  in  labiis  meis  hazret.  Jube  ergo 
quod  vis ;  nam  a  tuo  nutu  pendet,  utrum 
exiens  me  inaAimem  relinquat,  an  vero  re- 
diens  m^  ipihi  reddat.  Audor  OafiWuoj  Ad(pviSi^ 
xa.)  Koprj;  liibricum  Platonis  verfum  prorfus 
aiffxpoMyw;  ufurpavlt : 

Quod  -pollicitus  fum,  mitto  tihl  ghazelatti, 
Eker  an  Turki,  &c.  cum  verfione  profa,  'una 
autem  etiam  adumbrationem  aliquam  in  verfu, 
alio  tempore  expoliendam.  Velim  autem 
mihi  perfcribas,  utrum  fcias  extare  aliquam 
Hafyzi  verfionem,  five  typis  editam,  five  ma- 
nuferiptam,  Latine,  aut  quovis  alio  Europseo 
idiomate.  Nam  quod  fciam  nullus  adhuc 
poetas  hujus  interpretationenj  tentavit,  praster 
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primam  gtazelam,  quse  nuperrime  iterum  in 
analedtis  profeflbris  Hyde  in  publicum  eft 
emiila. 

Obfecrb  te  infuper,  ut  indicate  mihi  velis, 
ubi  locorum  invenire  ^aleam  librum  primutn 
Iliadis  Homeri  cum  analyli  et  notis  in  ufunj. 
fcholarum,  in  Anglia  typis  vulgatum,  quern 
amicus  meus  pro  filio  comparandum  flagitat. 

Gazela,  cnyViS  Jhahi  hek  laudas,  profedlo  le- 
pida  eft ;  cujua  primi  diftichii  folummodb  re- 
corder ; 

<^)f  ■%  Ai  -!'  (/  a"^  >  "^^  if 

Quamvis  farcinas  meas  colligere  incepe- 
rim^  ac  libros  meos  in  cyftam  condiderim ; 
tamen  fi  animo  tuo  arridet,  aut  fi  ad  propo- 
fitum  tuum  facit,  ghazelam  hanc,  prius  quam 
proficifcar,  vertendam  aflumam.  Tu  proind^ 
jube,  ac  vale* 


Ufe—Y.n.  Z 
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No.  VI. 
REVICZKIUS  JONESIO,  S. 

Quodfolito  tardius  refpondeam  ami^ 
ciflimis  tuis  Uteris,  nova  et  plane  peregrina 
civitatis  hujus  facies  in  causa  eft.     Nee  puto 
vitio  mihi  vertas,  qu6d  advenam  me,  peculia- 
ris   genti   huic,  et   invifa  alias,  confuetudo, 
paulo  longius   detinuerit;    fateor   enim    me 
nufpiam  tali  methodo  patres  cdnfcriptos  de- 
cern! comperifle.     Initio  quidem  novitate  ju- 
cundum  vifum,  fed  fensim  eo  turbarum  pro- 
grelTa  res  eft,  ut  prope  pertaefus  (im  fpedaculi. 
Nunc  igitur,  crefcente  adhuc  tumultu,  domx 
manere  fatius  ducens,  occafionem  nadtus  fum 
■literam  hanc  exarandi.     Gratulor  mihi   im- 
primis  quod    miflara   ad  te  carminis  Perfici 
verflonem  indulgenter  receperis,  quod  me  ex 
eo  idoneum  judicaveris   totius  divani  meta- 
phraften.     Sed   quamvis   conceptam   de  me 
opinionem  glorise   mihi  ducam,  non  vereor 
tamen  adhortationem  tuam  taxare  inclementiae; 
Quis  enim,  nifi  cui  robur  et  ces  triplex  circum 
peSius  eft,  ^%^XQCi\3X\xxfeoccentarum  ghazelarura, 


prosa  et  carmine,  verfionem  ?  Talis  conatus 
non  folum  complures  annos  requirit,  fed  et 
mentera  ab   omni  alio  ftudio  vacuam;  quae 
non    eft   mea   conditio,  cum  ego  difciplinds 
iftas  non  nil!   per  tranfennam  tradtare  cori- 
fueverim.    Nihilominiis,  quid  quod  abfolvere 
potero,   aliquando   in  lucem  edere  conftitui. 
Clavis  Homeri  non  eft  expers,  qui  a  me  li- 
brum  primuni  Iliadis  cum  vocum  analyfi  pof- 
tulavit ;  fed  commodius  putat  pueris  ufuve- 
nire  opus  hoc,  quia  in  illo  notas  textui  funt 
fubjedlsB ;  quod  in  clavl  defideratur.  Si  tamen 
ad  nianus  eft  tibi  clavis  Homeri,   qusefo  in- 
ipicias  primam  ejus  paginam ;  etenim  fi  bene 
inemini,  catalbgus  quidam  operi  praefixus  eft, 
qui  libri  hujus  et  typographi  fimul  notitiam 
continet.     Quamvis   me   humanitas   tua   ab 
omni  ulteriori  opere  abfolverit,  mitto  tamen 
'odam  illam  quam  in  penultima  tua  epiftolA' 
defiderafti,  eo  quod  rem  tibi  gratam  fore  ar- 
bitror.     Eft   autem,    mediusfidius,^  non   ex 
facillimis  una,   turn  fenfu,  tum  vel  maximci 
metaphrafi,    ob   linguae  exotics   continuum 
idioma  nulla  fatis  periphrafi  exprimendum. 
%  2  I 
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Quseris,  quid  de  lingUcE  HebraesE  et  Arablca: 
proprietate  fentiam,  deque  illis  communi 
fj.iia.Xion<riktu  futuri,  pro  praeterito ;  refpondeo : 
quod  etfi  perraro  hebra'izare  foleam,  aut,  ut 
verius  dlcam,  facram  linguam  in  veneratione 
potius  quam  deliciis,  habeam ;  quod  praeter 
unum  Veteris  Teftamenti  codicetn,  et  non- 
nuUa  de  eo  Rabinorum  fomnia,  nihil  ledu 
dignum  afFerat ;  hoc  tamen  ex  qualicunquc 
illius  le£lione  retineo,  quod  utriufque  inter 
grammaticen  fumma  fit  aflinitas,  quodve  pau- 
citas  temporum  et  modorum  in  Arabica,  fub- 
ftitutionis  eorundem  mutuas  occafio  eft  3  id- 
que  lingusB  HebrsEae  eodem  morbo  laboranti 
neceflario  convenire  putem  ;  quamvis  hoc  in 
lingua  Grasca,  maxima  temporum  et  mo-s 
dorum  varietate  gaudente,  fatis  obvium  fit, 
ut  cum  infinitivum  pro  imperativo  ufurpant. 
Quod  autem  ad  vocum  quantitates  attinet, 
aliter  fentio.  Puto  enim  e&  Arabum  artem, 
metricam  longe  recentioris  inventionis,  utpote 
quae  paulb  ante  Muhammedi  tempora  for- 
mam  accepifle  perhibetur,  nuUo  veftigio  an- 
tiquioris  poefeos.     Cujus  fi  eadem  eflet  ratio 
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apud  HebrsEos,  quod  quidem  motlonum  con- 
fimilis  ufus  fuadere  videtur  j  quidni  hucufque 
fine  uUa  difficultate  Hebraeorum  profodiam 
per   analogianjL   affecuti   fuiffemus? 

Ghazela  ilia,  quam  in  riiifcellaneo  quo- 
dam  opere  fine  authoris  nomine  legifle  te 
fcribis,  fi  quidem  correfte  fcripta  eflet,  certus 
fum,  quod  nihil  meo  adminiculo  eguifles. 
Nunc  autem  prout  erroribus  fcatet,  CEdljpus 
fim,  fi  expediam.  Quis  enim  ignorat  in  Un- 
guis Orientalibus  folam  pun<aorum  diacri- 
ticorum  confufionem  maxiniis  difficultatibus 
anfam  dare?  Quid  fi  accedat  literarum  ip- 
farum  omiffio  aut  commutatio?  Hinc  qui- 
cunque  lediioni  audloris  alicujus  operam  dat, 
mea  quidem  fententia,  duplici  es:emplari  in- 
ftrudus  fit  oportet,  ut  ciim  impoffibile  pene 
fit  mendorum  expertes  libros  manufcriptos 
reperire,  unus  alterius  op§  cordgatur.  Et 
haec  eft  mea  methodus, 

Refiduum  eft,  ut  pro  Italico  fonetto  mlhi 
communicato,  gratias  referam,  et  laudes  quas 
par  eft  conferara,  epiftolamque  concludam. 
Vale.  iondiHi,  die  29°  M?irtii,  1768. 


No.  vir. 

JONESIUS  REVICZKIO,  S. 

Nas  tu  percoraem  perque  behevoltira 
te  prsebuifti !  ut  qui  inter  urbanas  oceupationes, 
inter  civium,  feditioforum  ftrepitum,  inter 
comitia  ad  fenatores  eligendos  comparata,  oe-^ 
cafionem  tamen  captaveris,  cum  ad  me  ami- 
ciffime,  ut  foles,  fcribendi,  turn  carmen  Per-, 
ficum  mittendi,  idque  pulcherrimum,  et  aba 
te  Latine  converfum.  Eft  mehercule  Hafez 
nofter,  ambrofid  alendus  poeta;  et  quotidid 
gratipr  mihi  jucundiorque  videtur  ejus  ve- 
Huftas  ac .  pulchritudo.  Integra  illius  opera 
in  lucem  proferendi  &  vertendi,  quemadmq- 
dum.  coepifti,  prjecipua  difficultas  erit  verfio 
poetica,  fed  haec  facilior  .eva.4et,  quam  opi- 
naris  :  nam  permultas  funt,  ut  puto,  Gazellas, 
quas  yel  ob  fententias  a  noftrjs  moribus  valde 
abhorrentes,  vel  ob  figur&3  elatiflimas  et  quad 
^«i5«HEK(vJuyeu^pv«,  vel  ob  difticha  ne  mihimo 
quidem  nexu  inter  fe  cohserentia,  Latinis 
verfibus  non  convertes ;  ideoque  aliquantuluni 
levabitur  Herpuleus  alioquin  labor. 


343 

'  Diftichon  illud  ^J^  m\  A  moram  mlhi 
injecilTe  meminl,  et  cum  tuo  rogatu  adverfarla 
mea  infplcerem,  ita  inficeta  iriihi  vifa  ex  Hlius 
diftichi  interpretatione,  ut  mihi  plan^  quadrari 
putarem  fervuli  Terentiani  verba, 

Davus  sunij  non  CEdipusj 
txbi  autem  illud  Sophocleum, 

'O  waa-i  jcXsivof  OtSiite;  y.a.Xaii.sviii' 

utpote  qui  ex  illo  obfcuro  et  quafi  fphingco 
carmine,  fignificationem,  fi  non  perfedlam, 
fatis  tamen  luculentam,  elicere  potueris,  illud 
dico  cujus  inidum; 

Homeri  analyfin,  in  bibliotheca  noftra  re- 
perire  non  potui.  Sed  amicum  habeo  Oxonii, 
qui  librum,  de  quo  percontaris,  poffidet.  Ad 
ilium  fcripfi  pridie  Kalen^.  April.,  et  rogavi 
ut  me  quam  citiffime  certiorem  faceret,  quis 
fuerit  libri  illius  ftuftor,  et  quo  loco  liber 
fjierit  excuAis,  ♦ 
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Nifi  eSem  amantiffimus  veriRitls,    et  ab 
omni  fimulatlorie  averfiffimus,  dolerem  her- 
cule,  et  segre  ferrem,  te  urbem.  noftram  tur- 
bulentiflitnis  his  temporibus  vexatanl  intueri, 
et  illam  Anglprum  undequaque  percelebratam 
libertatem  in  efFraenam  licentiam  (ne  dicam 
immanitatem)    mutatatn   videre.       Eft    fan^ 
refpublica  noftra  prop^  divinitus  initio  coii- 
ftituta,  ufque  adeo  ut  nulla  unquam  vel  Grac- 
es vel   RomansB    civitatis   cpnftitutio   fuerit 
perfedior;  imo,    nee  Plato   nee   Ariftoteles, 
nee   legumjatorum   ullus,   meliorem  civitatis 
fprmam  cogitatione   eomprehendere   potuit; 
tarn  fuavi  enim  coneentu  et  quafi  harmoniGa 
tres  pervulgatae   renfrnpubUearum  formae  in 
unam  fpeciem  tarn  parantur,  ut  nee  Ariftoxcr 
ni  tibiam,  nee  .Timothei  fides  modujatiores 
fuiffe  putem.     Per  enini  eft  difficile  civitafem 
conftituere,   in  qu^  nee  regis  dignitas  ppti- 
jnatum  au6loritate,   nee  procerum   poteftate 
populi  libertas,  nee  populi  libertate  legum  vis 
et  n^.ajeft'as,  mlnuetur.   'Sic  tamen  in  hac  in- 
fula  olim  fe  res  h^^buit  j  et  etiam  nunc  haberet, 
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fi  iibniiuHi  homines  fraenis  In  plebe  quam 
cakaribus  uti  maluiflent.  -  Ideoque  mihi  tem- 
perare  nequeo,  quin  vehetnenter  improbem 
ilium  "Wilkenfium  fortem  quidem  et  ingenio- 
fum  virutn,  fed  turbulentum  civem,  et  fe- 
ditionis  quafi  facem  atque  incendium.  Sed 
multo  magisj  patrrciorum  quorundam  inte- 
gritatem  ac  fidem  requiro,  qui  ilium  primo 
fuftentabant  ac  tuebantur,  deinde  deferuerunt 
turpiter  ac  prodiderunt.  Si  cupis  legum 
noftrarum  et  confuetudinum  pleniorem  ha- 
bere notitiam,  perlegas  velim  Smithi  iibrum 
de  republica  Anglorum,  et  Fortefcuei  dia- 
logum  de  laudibus  legum  x^ngliae.  Primum 
Latine,  nee  ineleganter,  fcripfit  Thomas 
Smithus,  legatus  olim  nofter  in  Gallia  fub 
regno  Elizabeths ;  alter,  libellus  eft,  de  quo 
dici  poteft  id  quod  de  fluvio  Teleboa  -fcripfit 
Xenophon,  Meya?  ij.sy  a,  xaA©^  Ss.  Auctor  fuit 
Anglise  canceJlarius  fub  rege  Henrico  fextp, 
€t  ob  turbulenta  tempora,  cum  alumno  fuo 
principe  Edwardo,  in  Galliam  fugit ;  ubi, 
cum  eflet  fumma  fene£hute,  aureolum  hiinc 
(dialogum  contexuit.     Gerte  leges  noftrje,  ut 


346 

in  nio  Ilbro  vld^bis,  perfapient^i'  funt  com- 
pofifce,  ut  ait  Pindarus, 

&va,tun  te  xai  ahavatoav, 
Ovto;  Ss  Svj  ayet  ^tatcof 
To  Si.-Kcuira.rwy  vitsprcerai 

Et  rellqua,  qus  citat  in  Gorgia  Plato. 

Equidem  civitatem  noftram  infpiciens,  vi- 
^eor  quodammodo  Ittdum  Scacchicum  (quo 
Indo  uterqu^  noftri  valde  deledtamur)  intueri. 
Regem  enim  habemus,  '  cujus  dignitatem 
^eaue  defendiraus ;  fed  cujus  poteilas  per- 
brevem  habet  terminationem.  Equites,  fa- 
glttarii,  atque  alii,  patriciorum  fpeciem  quan- 
dani  babent,  qui  bella  et  negotia  publica  ad- 
miniftrant ;  fed  praeeipua  vis  eft  in  peditibus, 
feu  populo,  qui  fi  ar£le  inter  fe  cohsereant, 
praefto  eft  vidoria ;  fi  diftrahantur  et  diffipen- 
tur,  perit  utique  cxercitus.  Hsec  autem  om- 
siia,  ut  in  ludo  Scaccbico,  certi^  legibus  diri- 
guntur.  Denique,  cum  meipfum  confidero, 
videor  mihi  fimilis  efle  cujufdam,  qui  duobus 
lufoiibus  affidens,  ludum  ftudiofe  contem- 
platur  vifendi  folum  caufaj  et  deledtationis. 
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Quod  fi  unquatn  mihi  capeflere  rempubllcam 
contingat,  nee  plaufus  mehercule  qUasrami 
nee  lucrum,  fed  eotendam,  etad  eum  exitum 
properabo,  ut  incolumis  fervetur  pulcherrime 
conftituta  civitas. 

Sed,  nefeio  qaombdo,  etfi  brevis  efle  in- 
stitui,  loquax  fio.  Ad  alia  igitur  declinabo. 
Literas  tuas  proximas  non  fine  timore  aliquo 
legi :  Quid  autem  timui  ?  Nempe  tui  ex  hac 
inful^  difceflus  nuntiationem.  Cum  autem 
nihil  de  eo  locutus  fis,  et  cum  munieipii 
noftri  negotia  ad  exitum  quemdam  perdu- 
cantur ;  cum  denique  incertos  efle  fciam  re- 
rum  humanarum  eventus,  et  nefciam  fi  banc 
occafionem  amifero,  an  te  pofthac  videro, 
ftatui  Londinum  venire;  et  ipero  propedic 
te,  vel  Nonis  vel  VIII  Iduum,  me  vifurum. 
Cura  ut  valcas. 

•     '  No.  VIII. 
JONESIUS  REVIC2RIO,  S. 

Binas  abs  te  aeeepi  literas  huma- 
nitatis  et  erudi^ionis  pleniflimas,  quibus  bene- 
volentiam  in  me  tuam,  et  ingenii  tui  lumina> 
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facile  perfpexi.      Utrifque   nunc   fimul   re- 
Ipondeo. 

Confilium  meum  de  libro  Inlucem  proferen- 
doy  abs  te  probari,  ut  debui,  gauSebam  et  Ixta- 
bar,  (ut  inquit  in  tragoedia  Hedor,)  a  te  laudato 
viro  laudari.     Sed  cum  duo  ilia  prope  divini 
poetas  carmina  legerem,  incredibilem  animo 
cepi  voluptatem.     Sunt  valde  bella,  et  inter- 
pretatione  tu^,  tanquam  luce  aliqua  illuminari 
videntur.    Prxterea  verfibus  ea  imitatus  cs, 
fane  elegantibus,  quos  verfus,  fi  cum  opere 
meo  edi  concedas,   pergratum^  feceris   cum 
mibi,  turn  fedtoribus ;  qui  gaudebunt,  opinor, 
poetam  Perficum  audire  Latine  loqnentem. 
Sin,  minus,  in  thefauris  meis  latebunt.     A^ir*- 
■ypa<P(Z'~ tih'i  quam    citiflime   reddenda   curabo. 
Quod  autem  fcribis,  "  Hos  verfus  cum   iis 
legendis  fueris  defeffus,  mihi  reddas  velira,'* 
perinde  eft  ac  fi  dicas,  "  Nunquam  reddas  ;" 
neque  enim  fieri  poteft,  ut  iis  legendis  fatiari 
ullo  modo  poffim. 
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No.  IX. 
JONESIUS  REVICZKIO,  S. 

Dot.  puta  Nov.  1768. 
Tamctfi  vereor  ne  ante  ex  Anglia 
decefferis  quam  has  ad  te  literulae  afFerri  pote- 
rint,  nequeo  tamen  mihi  temperare,  quo  mi- 
nus eas  fcrrbam. 

Literas  tuas  perhumanas  accepi;  et  cum 
eas,  turn  venuftum  Hafizi  carmen  magnl 
cum  dcle£tatione  perlegi,  et  quail  devoravi. 

Sed  quid  opus  eft  verbis  ?  Forfan  haec  qua: 
nunc  fcribo,  ad  te  non  pervenient.  Proinde 
etiam  atque  etiam  te  rogo  atque  obteftor,  ut 
quacunque  in  regions  iter  feceris,  mei  memor 
fis,  et  quam  faepiffime,  quam  primum,  quam 
longiflimas  ad  me  literas  mittas :  et  tibi  .per- 
fuade,  nihil  mlhi  jucundius  unquam  vel  fuifle,. 
ycl  fore,  amicitia  tua.  Vale ! 
Die  Lunae,  Oxonii. 

No.  X. 

Tw  fiy.itura.rui  rTAlEAMil  'lONESIll  X'^^P^^^  "*' 
■tUTf^ccThiy. 

'Offtj  fj^y  era  i;  mspi  tss  a.\Xss  ^evs;  siriBuetm.  re  ym 
j^eijf-olijf,  UK.  B'/u'  iiiteiy  ruro  Se  oiSa,,  in  roys  stf  ey-e  iiY.ov- 
li.Bfi{,  w«AA«" ay«9«  rTiSiffTji  ifvvBftx;  a.m'Ka.wct,,  u  ^'bv  rai 
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sptoiys  paoiov  sir'  axpifgia;  dituvlx  Jis^isyai  rijf  injf  sus^sa-ixf 
X£p«X«<a,  to;  ■ma^cO-aXuiv  [i,B  £^eva,yriiTcx,i  k«»  shi^a.;  ■to.  xaXXiraJ 
1^  AS-^veuat  ts^offnyiav  toi;  tritaSauuiy  svSoMfj^oiSf  xa(  ■sjavra. 
vpmv  iTtifLiteXssva;  (ntnu;  -^Sirot  Stx^ui  laaf  v^iav.  Ta  Jij 
■ratrauroc  Kai  foixvTx  vis  sx  a;'  ijVflEij;  ^Keituiv,  y.cu  ziys  sv 
sayjx.^-;  to,  'apa.y]i,a.ra,  sn,  ft;  sx  av  a/A£<4'«o'8a»  ote  a.j/.oi'Syi  rij 
lixaia  sSEXyjtTBiEi  Mx.i  Jij^  eittr^XXui  troi  lua-itsg  vTrsa-xoM'"'  ''f'* 
A«,  a;  /SaXofAEvoj  a.vta.'Kohhva.t  euepyErji,  aXXa  ij,ova,x"'S  E'f 
pfXXsoijS  cpiMa-s  sXTdSog  kou  ^ex-Xira.  eiSui;  of  I  sk  oXiyui^rjffti; 
•tujy  E^toi'  ypx[h\j.ciTov.  Ta  Ji  Evflgy  vrocta,  ypoc(pco  troi,  syvuig-a 
yag  ijf))  Wf  tv  i^yjva.Siiva.1  oitiirh  a-vBi;  KctriBvatj  xat  ha,  fj-ij  fj-ax^BS 
aitohivui  TBS  >^yiis,  Ixetevai  trs  kcu  ocvrtSoXco ,  tair7f£g  fi.s%f i  fsSs  . 
arsAXTfy  sveiSav  irot  ri)v  evvoiav  -m^Oi  si/.e  roo-auTijy  xai  w/JOj  rs 
Xaiitov  ra  %fOV8  Sia(pvXocrhiv.     'Eppxffo. 

TrjV  it-titsqa,  xxi  a.h\fyjv  era  %aifEiv  jceXeuw  x«i  o[i^\oyia. 
aureus  xxpiv,  tijs  is  ^evov  eivS^a  svitonas. 


No.  XL , 
JONESIUS  REVICZKIO,  S. 

Nicaa  Ligurum,  4  Ca^.  /^eir.  ^?ino  1770. 
lyiiraberis  forfan,  nee  fane  injuria 
miraberis,  cum  acceperis  a  me  ex  hac  regione 
literas  j  non  enim  ifthinc.  fcribo,  ubi  aut  Ta- 
mefis  aut  Ifls  deliciaa  meae  allabuntur,  fed  ubi 
mare  Ligufticum  Alpibus  maritimis  minatun 
In  urbecula  hac  amoeniflima  trimeftris 
prope  commoror ;  fieri  igitur  non  potuit,  ut 
in  Anglia  cum  eflem,  literse  tuse  exoptatiffimse 
ad  me  perferrentur,  quarum  unse  pridie  Ca- 
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lend.  Septembris,  alterae  declmo-nono  Cal. 
Januarii  datae  funt  j  utrasque  mihi  erant  ju- 
cundiffimae;  quo  longiores,  eo  me  deleftabant 
inagis.  Libellos  tuos  de  re  militari  legenilb 
devorare,  incredibile  eft  quantum  aveam,  fed 
in  sedibus  Spencerianis,  vt  accepi,  Londini 
fervantur,  Unum  exemplar  ad  me  affera 
prima  navis  oneraria,  quae  hue  ex  Britannii 
appulerit ;  tria  reliqua  curabo,  ad  tres  amicos 
tuos,  (imo  meos,  fi  tui  fint,  licet  a  me  ne 
afpe6:u  quldem  cbgnitos)  fideliter  et  celerlter 
quantum  fieri  poteft,  perferenda.  Opus  iftud 
in  Germania  laudari,  nee  miror  equidem  et 
valde  gaudeo.  Primus  de  eo  mentionem 
mihi  fecit  nobilis  Germanus,  vir  comis,  ut 
videtur,  et  amabilis,  quem  Mediolani  quaefto- 
ris  officio  fungi  puto;  vs  poUicitus  eft,  non 
folum  ad  me  opus  tuum  mittere,  fed  etiara 
certiorem  facere,  quo  modo  valeres^  et  qtil- 
bus  verbis  ad  te  literas  infcriberem ;  quod  ob 
promiflum  ita  Isetabar  ut  nunquam  alias  ve- 
hementius.  Sufpicabar  enim  (ignofce  injufta; 
fufpicioni)  me  ex  memoria  tua  prope  efflux- 
iiTe,  et  defperabaih   a  te  epiftolara  accipere, 
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nifi  te  primus  ad  fcribendum  provocarera. 
Interea  perlatse  funt  ad  me  binae  tuae  expec- 
tatifliinse  literae ;  quibus  acceiTerunt  carmina 
quatuordecim,  non  tantum  vere  lyrica,  fed 
digna  quaz  aurese  lyrse  fuccinantur:  quod 
vero  me  idoneum  putas  qui  de  iis  judicium 
feram,  tantum  fane  glorior,  quantum  abeil  ut 
me  tali  honore  digner ;  fed  ut  ut  fe  res  habeat, 
-omnia  cum  notis  meis  qualibufcunque  ad  te 
tunc  remittam  poll  acceptum  ad  hafce  Jiteras 
refponfum :  nolo  enim  tam  belle  exaratas 
chartulas  tabellariis  committere,  quorum  non- 
dum  fit  certa  atque  explorata  fides. 

Decimo-quarto  ut  opinor  die,  hsec  accipies, 
quibus  amabo  refpondefe  ne  cuncfleris ;  ac 
tibi  perfuadeas  nihil  mihi  jucundius  fieri  pofle, 
quam  tuarum  quicquid  fit  literarum.  Per- 
contaberis  forfan  quibus  me  obleflaverim 
ftudiis,  poll  tuum  ex  patria  mea  difceflum. 
Ha^c  ut  denarrem  paucis,  te  morabor.  Inter 
alias  occupationes,  librum  meum  de  poefi 
Afiatica  perpolivi,  quem  ad  te  mittere  cum 
meditar^r,  ideoque  accuratius  refcribefe  cce- 
pifTem,  ecce !  majus  quoddam  intervenit  ne- 
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gotium.  Rex  l>anije,  laudandae  indoUs  ado- 
lefcens,  qui  eo  tempore  in  regia  Londinenfi 
habitabat,  me  (nefcio  qua  fama  fibi  rrotum) 
acceffiri  jubet:  oftendit  codicem  Perficum, 
fatis  amplum,  qui  vitam  ac  res  geftas  celeber- 
rimi  illius  tyranni  Nadirfliah  dicti,  contineret: 
ait  fe  percupere  librum  ilium  galHce,  ad  ver- 
bum  redditum  videre ;  aliaaddit  comitisquam 
verius.  Quid  multa?  Opus  fum  arduum  ag- 
greffus,  quod  me  per  majorem  anni  jam  elap- 
fi  partem  occupatum  diftinuit,  hiftoriam  in 
fex  libros  divifam  dicendi  genere  Afiatico, 
fide  reddidi;  accedunt  notulse  qusedam  ne- 
ceflariae,  et  de  poetis  quos  Afla  tulerat,  brevis 
diflertatio,  cui  unum  atque  alterum  Hafe^ 
carmen  adjeci,  (plenum  fcio  erforibus,  fed 
ils  quibus  ignofcent  dodi,  et  qui  indodtos 
latebunt).  Haec  omnia  vix  dum  ad  umbilicum 
perduxeram,  cum  difcipuli  mei  (qui  tui  fem- 
per  memor  eft)  fororula,  morbo  (fha-i-Aip  cor- 
repta  repente  fit,  ftatueritque  pater  ejus  cum 
ftmilia  vel  in  Italic  vel  in  Gallia  Tranfalpina 
hyemare.  Coadius  igitur  fum  hiftoriam  meaiii 
(quam  in  lucem  proferri  rex  voluit^  GalU 
Life—Y.  II.  A>. 
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cujufdam  fatis  fidi  curse,  comftiittere,  qui  ex- 
cuforis  errores  corrlgcret.  Is  me  nuperrime 
certioijem  fecit,  librum  jam  efle  excufu'm ;  et 
curabo  eum  ne  ad  regem  quidem  ipfum  citiiis 
quam  ad  te  mittendum.  Patriam  itaque 
meam  reliqui,  et  poft  nimis  longam  Lutetiis 
commorationem,  Lugdunum  verfus  iter  fe- 
cimus,  velociffimo  Rhodani  fluvio  devetti ; 
et  Maffiliam,  Forum  Julii,  atque  Antipolim 
prEetergreffi,  hac  regione  venimus  ; — 

Ver  ubi  purpureum  gemmis  ridentibus  hortos 
Pingit,  et  a  prati§  exulat  acrjs  hyems. 

Diutius  tamen  hlc  quam  vellem,  commo- 
rabimus  ;  fed  puto  nos  ad  Calendas  Junias  in 
Angliam.  reverfuros.  Meditor  equideifn,  fi 
qua  fefe  obtulerit  occafio,  circiter  Idus  Fe- 
,bruarias  Liburnum  navigare,  et  cum  Flo- 
rentiam  celebrem  illam  Triumvirorum  co- 
loniarti, '  et  renafcentium  literarum  cunas, 
turn  Romam  laudatarum  artium  omnium 
procreatricem,  et  fortafle  Neapolim  vifere. 
Quidquid  de  ifta  havigatione  ftatuero,  certi^ 
fies.  Si  roges  quo,  mode  me  hie  obledem, 
baud    multis    refpondeiD.      Quidquid  habet 
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muficorum  ars  tenerum  ac  molle,  quidquid 
mathefis  difEcile  ac  recoiiditum,  quidquid  de- 
nique  datum  aut  venuftiim  vel  poefls  vel 
pidtura,  in  eo  omni,  fenfus  meos  et  cogitationes 
•defigo.  Nee  rei  militaris  notitiam  negligo, 
qua  vir  Britannus  fine  fummo  opprobrio  ca- 
rere  neutiquam  poteft.  Multa  pa'trid  fermone 
fcripfi  ;  inter  alia,  libellum  de  reCta  juvenjutis 
inftitutione,  more  Ariftoteleo,  hoc  eft,  «y*Au«)car. 
-PrEeterea  tragoediam  contexere  inftitui,  quam 
anfcripfi  Soliman,  cujus,  ut  fcis,  amabilifEmus 
filius  per  novercas  infidias  miferrime  truci- 
datus  eft  :t— plena  eft  teneforum  a.fFe£tuura 
fabula,  et  cothurno  ^fchyleo  elatior,  utpote 
quse  imaginibus  Afiaticis  fit  abundantillima. 
Mitto  tibi  carmina  duo;  unum  ex  Hafizio 
depromptum ;  alterum  e  poeta  Arabo  perarl- 
tiquo  fiimptum, — ^in  hoc  tamen  imagines  ad 
Romanam  tonfiietudinem  aptavi.  Mitto  in- 
fuper,  ne  quas  pars  paginae  otietur,-  epigramma 
-Grsecum,  quo  cantiunculam  Anglicatn  fiam 
imitatus.  Vale ;  et  fchedas  tuas  tunc  ex- 
•pedta  cum  te  has  literas  accepifle  certior  factus 

fuero. 

A  A  2 
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No.  XII. 
J0NESIU3  N.  HALHEDO,  S. 
Jucundae  mihi  fiierunt  literulae  tux, 
qulbus  id  perfpeJferim,  quod  maxime  vellem, 
nempe  te  baud  ignorare  quanta  fit  ftiea  in  te, 
ac  tui  fimiles,  benevolentia.  Mifi  protinus, 
ut  petebas,  ad.  amicos  meos  Utcras,  quibus  eos 
etiam  atque  efiam  fum  hortatus,  ut  caufat 
perinde  faverent  tuse,  ac  fj  eflet  mea.  Quod 
fi  petentibus  nobis  morem  geflerint,  et  mihi 
certe  fecerint  pergratum,  et  fibi  ipfis  non 
inutile,  quippe  mese  erga  illos  voluntati  rnag- 
nus  accedet  cumulus.  Majori  tamen  opinor 
frudu  negotium  tuum  potero  promovere, 
cum  in  Britanniam  rediero ;  ac  tibi  velim  fit 
perfiiafiflimum  nulla  unquam  in  re  ftudium 
meum  atque  amorem'^roganti  tibi  aut  deefe 
aut  defore.  Quod  ad  valetudinem  meam 
att'inet,  belle  habeo  ;  fed  obledlationibus  careo 
iis,  quarum  defiderium  nequeo  non  molefte 
ferre.  Cum  primiim  hue  venerim.  vifii  gra- 
tiflimse  erant  ese  res,  quas  in  patria  nqftra, 


857 
raro,  aut  ne  raro  quidem,  videmus ; — olivai, 
myrtus,  mala  aurea,  palmae,  vineta,  aromata* 
et  in  media  hyenie  flprum  fuaviflimorum 
copia.  Sed  ainot^  tandem  e^,  quam  novita& 
fecum  afFert,  jucunditate,  faftidium  qtioddam 
fubeft  ac  fatietas.  A  mari  Liguftico  vix  tri- 
ginta  paflus  diftat  diverforipli  mei  feneftra  j 
fed,  ut  pulchre  Qvidius, 

Una  est  iiiftmensi  caerula  forma  maris. 
Nihil  itaque  reftat  aliud,  nifi  ut  cum  M. 
TuUio  fludus  numerem,  vel  cum  Archyme4e 
atque  Archyta  arenas  m^etiar.  Credibile  non 
eft,  quantum  me  hujufce  loci,  tsedeat,  quan- 
tumque  Oxonii  efle  cupiam,  ubi  vel  tecum 
joqari,  vel  cum  Poro  philbfophari  poffim. 
Velim,  Ci  non  moleftum  erit,  ad  me  faepius 
fcribas ;  nam  et  tu  quid  agas,  et  quid  a  noftris 
agatur,  certior  fieri  cupio ;  fed  Latine,  fi  pla- 
cet fcribas,  et  hilare,  amovenda  eft  enim  ea 
qua  angi  videris  triftitia.  Me  ama,  quemad- 
modum  ego  te:  humanioribus  Uteris  da  ope- 
ram,  ut  foles ;  mufas  cole ;  philofophiam  ve- 
nerarej  multa  fcribe   die,   multa  nodibuss 
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ita  tamen  ut  valetudinem  tuam  cures  diligentef . 
Vale. 
,  Datse  Calendis  Martils,  Anno  1 770, 
Nicasse  Ligumm. 

No.  XIII. 
JONESIUS  REVICZKIO,  S. 

NictBte  Ligurum,  Data  7  Calend.i  April.  Jnno  1 770. 
Credibile  non  eft,  quantum  tuo  angar 
iilentio;  aut  enim,  quod  fieri  nolim,  literas 
meas  4  Calend.  Febr.  datas  non  accepifti, 
aut,  quod  erit  injucundius,  tuum  ad  me  re- 
fponfum,  it  itinera  excidit,  aut  denique,  quod 
fufpicai^i  nefas  eft^  tua penit^s  effluxi  memoria. 
Scrip fi  ad  te  ex  Mc  regione  literas,  non  (ut 
de  fuis  ad  Lucceium;  ait  Cicero)  valde  bellas, 
fed  eas  tamen,  quas  tibi  fatis  gratas  fore  puta- 
bam,  utpote  quae  et  bene  perlong^  eflent,  et, 
multa  de  meis  rebus  continerent.  Poft  de-; 
bitum  temporis  intervalliim,  refponfum  tuumt- 
cupide  expedlabam  ;  quotidie  rogitabam,  nuin; . 
qusE  a  Vindobona  Uter?e  ?  Nullpe  :  idem  alio 
4ie    atque  alio  at  que  alio  rogabam  :  nuUse, 
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Sollicitus  effe  coepi,  et  mea  indies  vehementius 
augebatur   expedtatio  :    flullse   adhuc  literae ! 
et  duo  ptope  jam  elapfi  funt  menfes,  fed  nihil 
abs  te  literarum.  -  Ecquid  adeo  faci;am  ?  ecquid 
capiam  confilii?  Chartulas  tuas   (quas  ad  te 
Temittendas  volebas)  vereor  incertis  tabellariis 
committere;  tu  iis  interea  baud  facile  cares  : 
cseterum,  -  licet  eas,   ante  acceptum   a  te  re- 
fponfum,  remittere   nequeam;    notas  tamen 
meas  hie  fubjicio,  quas,  fi  minus  placent,  in 
ignem  conjice ;  funt,  ut  velle  videbaris,  om- 
nino   ariftarchicae '  et   forfan   morofse  nimis. 
Libellus  tuus  de  re  militari  Turcarum,  oppido 
me  ^deleftabat ;  nihil  eo  vel  utilius,  et  ad  tem- 
pera accommo'datius,  effe  poteft.     Cum  du- 
bium-fit,  an  hsec  ad  te  perventura  fit  epiftola, 
breviloquens  effe  cogor,  ne  prorfus  cum  ven- 
tis  colloquar,  et  bonas  boras  inaniter  confu- 
mam.     Huic  urbi  circiter   Idus  Apriles  va- 
ledicam:  iter  Italieumj,   quod  meditabar,  in 
aliud-tempus  diftuli.     Vale,  mi    Carole,,  et 
mei  memor  fis,  ut  ego  femper  tui.     Cum  in 
Britanniam  rediero,  lorigiores  et  hiiariores  a 
me  literas  frequenter  accipies. 
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No.  XIV. 
JONESIUS  REVICZKIO,  S. 

Tametfi  priiis  ex  hoe  loco  decc- 
dere  ftatui,  quam  abs  te  refponfum  aecipere 
potero,  occafionem  ad  te  fcribendi  prsetermit- 
tere  nee  volo,  nee  debeo.  Valde  tibi  aflentior 
(ut  in  aliis  omnibus)  peregrinandi  dulcedinem 
laudanti :  nihil  unquam  aut  utilius  autumavi, 
aut  jUeundius.  Quanto  mihi  gratior  eflet 
peregrinato  mea,  fi  mihi  Vindobonam  vifere 
liceret,  ubi  tecum  eoUoqui,  tecum  philofo- 
phari,  tecum  in  loco  defipere,  te^m  pOefeos 
reconditas  gemmas  eruere  poflem.  Dum  ea 
felicitate  eareo,  jure  quodam  meo  de  cseteris, 
quibus  abundo  voluptatibus,  male  loquor. 
Difplicet  Gallorum  hilaritas  odiofa;  et  ob- 
fcurum  quiddam  habet  eoeli  Italici  placida 
ferenitas.  Adeo  mei  amans  fum  (hoc  eft, 
adeo  fum  atnens)  ut  me  benevolentja  tuA  dig- 
niorem  efle  putem  quam  antehap.  Nefcis 
quantum  ab  illo  muter  quem  in  Anglia  vi- 
difti.  Fui  adolefeens,  fui  imprudentior ; 
punc  me  totum  humanioribus  Mufis  devoveo  j 
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ct  nihil  vehementer  -  peto  prseter  Virtutcm, 
qua  nihil  divinius ;  Gloriam,  qua  nihil  mor- 
tali  pretiofius ;  ac  tuam  denique  amicitiam, 
qua  nihil  dulcius  effe  poteft.  Ne  literze  mex 
^rorfus  illiteratje  fint,  ecce  tibi  epigramma, 
quod  no<3:e  quddam  ferena  fecerat  amicus 
quidam  meus,  et  quod,  ejus  rogatu,  Grjecd 
verti.  Tibi  ut  opinor  placebit,  nam  ad  Me- 
leagri  et  aliorum  in  Anthologia  poetarum 
mentem  videtur  accedere.     Atfa^ai,  &c. 

No.  XV. 
JONESIUS  REVICZKIO,  S. 

Jd.  Qwintil.  1770. 
Nas  ego  levis  homo  fum  atque  in- 
certus !  Totam  Europam  transvolo,  nuUibi 
diu  commoror :  in  Liguria  hyemavi ;  in  Gal- 
lia, verno  tempore  fruebarj  Germanize^finibus 
aeftatem  ago ;  fi  modo  ^eftas  vocari  poteft  plu- 
yiofa  hxcce  et  ingrata  tempeftas.  Poflura 
certe  ab  hoc'  loco  chartulas  tuas,  fine  metu,  ad 
te  remittere,  ac  te  majorem  in  modum  hortor, 
ne  cundleris  eas  in  lucem  proferre.  Dignas 
fuat,  et  tuo  judicio,  et  dodorum  omnium  lau- 
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dibus.  Hoc  dico  line  blandkiis,  quas  a  me 
procul  habeo.  Notag  me£B,quas  accepifti,efrori- 
bus  plenje  funt,  quos  velim  excufas.  Nam!  cvinl 
eflem  Nicsese,  turn  veterum  libris,  turn  cseteris 
(qulbus  uti  foleo)  adminiculis,  plane  carui,  et 
etiam  nunc  careo.  Accepi  abs  te  Kterulas 
Gallice  fcriptaB,  cum  oda  in  primis  laudanda^ 
In  ea  mihi  perplacuit  facilisi  ilia  tranfitio : 

Sed  dandse  amori  sunt  lachrymse  breves, 
Quas  sanguinis  vis,  quas  pietas  cupit. 
Mox,  nube  abacta,  Sol  tenebras 
Discutiensj  melius  nitebit. 

Crede  mihi,  a  fletu,  cum  hsec  legerem,  vix 
temperare  potui.  Ita  enim  a  natura  afEcior, 
ut  magis  pulchra  ac  tenera  fimplicitate  movear, 
quam  elatlflimis  poefeos  figuris  ;  inde  fit,  ut 
plus  me  deledlent  divini  ilia  Pindari,  'Oo-a  Ss 
ftij  ■mi^ixrpts  Zsv;,  et  quse  fequuntur,  quam  ela- 
borata  Aquil^  et  ^tnae  montis  defcriptio. 
Ecquid  adeo  ad  te  mittam,  ne  prorfus  immunise 
tuo  fruar  munere?  Ecce  tibi  carmen,  quod 
(fi  nihil  aliud)  commendat  certe  YCtuftasL 
Ridebis :  non  ell  illud  quidem,  in  Antonia* 
I^elpbinas  nuptias ;  immo  laudes  continet 
principis  aaiiquiffimi  Sinenfis,  cujus  nomen 
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^  memori^-excldit ;  fcio  (/.ovoTuxxatw  efle.  Cum 
opera  Confucii  a  Coupletio  aliifque  reddkaper- 
legerim,  non  potui  non  demirari  cum  vcnera- 
bilem  fententiarum  dignitatem,  turn  etiam  va- 
rias  carminum  relliquias,  quibus  ornantur  plil- 
lofophi  illius  coUoquia.  Carmina  ea  ex  ve- 
tuftiflimis  poefeos  Sinicse  monumentis  ex- 
cerpta  funt,  ac  praecipue  a  librp  Xikim  di(9:o, 
cujus  in  regis  Gallise  bibliotheca  nitid-Um  extat 
exemplar.  Statim  mihi  in  animo  erat,  verba 
Sinica  infpicere  ;  <:odicem  manu  fumpfi,  et 
poft  longum  ftudium,  odam  unam  cum  ver-, 
>  fione  Coupletii  comparare  potui,  atque  adeo 
iingulas  voces,  feu  potius  figuras,  ad  aVaAuo-oL 
quandam  reducere.  Hanc  igitur  odam  ad  te 
mittp,  ad  verbum  redditam.  Mirifica  eft  in 
ea  cum  roajeftate  conjun£la  brevitas  :  fmguli 
verficuli  quatuor-  tantu^n  conftant  vocibus. 
Unde  fit,  ut  e\\ei4i&is  in  iis  funt  frequentiffima;, 
quas  carmen  eo  fublimius  reddunt,  quo  ob- 
fcurius.  Addidi  verfionem  poeticam,  qua 
unumquemque  verfum  ad  Confucii  mentem 
expofui ;  luculente  necne,  minus  labofo ;  tu 
modo  judjca :    fatis  habeo   fi   tibi   arrideat. 
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Minime  te  latet,  philofophum  iftum,  quem 
Platonem  Sinicum  appellare  audeo^  circitef 
fexcentenos  ante  Chriilum  annos  florui^e }  is 
autem  banc  odam  chat>  tanquam  fuis  tempo- 
libus  perantiquam  J  eft  igitur  pretiofe  vetuftatis 
tjuafi  gemma,  quse  oftendit,  in  omni  tempore 
apud  omnes  populos,  eandem  effe  poefeos  vim, 
eafdem  imagines.  Reftat  aliud  opus,  de  quo 
loquar  necefTe  eft  ;  ne  fond  literas  meae  per- 
longae  4  Calend.  Febr.  datse  excidcrint,  in 
quibus  totam  rem  ab  initio  denarravi.  Vitam 
dico  tyranni  Perfici  Nadir  Shah,  quam  ^  co- 
dice  Afiatico  Gallice  yerfam  edidi ;  opus  in- 
gratura  perfeci  rogatu  'regis  Daniae,  Angufti 
xiitiy  quem  magnam  Europas  fpem  haud  du- 
bito  affirmare.  Is  mihi  in  primis  juflit,  ut 
opus  fide  et  pene  religiofe  redderem  ;  ut  notas 
adjicerem  neceflarias ;  ut  denique  brevem  dc 
poefi  Perfarum  diflfertationem  operi  fubjun- 
gerem.  Penfum  meum  ut  potui,  nee  fine 
faftidio,  perfolvi ;  fed  ita  feftinahter  ac  pro- 
pere,  (rex  enim  me  identidem  ut  feftinarem 
urgebat,)  ut  liber  fit  erroribus  pleniflimus,  et 
prjefertim  difTertatio  de  poefi,  in  qud  decern 
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Hafizi  Odas  vertere  aufus  fum,  nee  exemplari 
corre6lo  (licet  fplendidiffimo),  nee  ullo  om- 
riino  ufus  commentario.  Scripfi  ad  RIveftium 
Anglise  vkarium,  eumque  rogavi  ut  ad  te  11- 
brum  celeriter  mitterit ;  quod  fpero  fadurum. 
Ignolce,  amabo  te,  erroribus  quos  vltare  fbr- 
fan  in  fumma  otii  eopla  non  poffeih,  nedum 
in  iis  .temporis  anguftiis.  Ignofce,  fi  duas 
Odas  quas  ad  me  mififti  ^X  ,f^i  y  ;j  v  K 
€t  y1  ^  A^  \^Jy  eseteris  adjecerim,  cum  Gal- 

lica  foiummodb  verfione.  Ignofce,  li  de  ami- 
ce meo,  amiea,  ut  par  eft,  incideHt  jnentlo ; 
regem  enim  meum  feire  volui  quanti  te  fe- 
ciam.  Ad  caetera  benevolentias  tux  indicia, 
haud  parum  accedet  ponderis,  fi  errores  meos 
in  hoc  libro  notare  velis,  przecipue  in  diC- 
fertatione,  quam  feparato  volumine  edere 
ftatui.  Rex  Danrx,  ut  accepi,  opus  meum. 
vehementer  probat,  et  mihi  honores  nefcio 
quos  meditatur  ;  cogitanti  enim  illi,  quonam 
me  compenfaret  munere,  dixit  amicus  quidam 
mens,  vir  nobiliffimus,  me  pecuniam  nee 
defiderare,  nee  magni  facere,  fed  honoris,  ut 
rebatur,  efle  appetentem.  ^ 
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Libellum  fuum  de  Turcarum  re  milit'ari  acf 
regem  mittendum  curavi;  turn  quia  eo  lee- 
tore  dignus  eft,  turn  quia  te  habet  ati£torein. 
Cave  credas,  me  Uteris  hifce  fineiii  dedifle^ 
quia  nihil  aliud  habeo  quod  dicam ;  affluit 
enim  animus  meus  rerum  copia,  et  mihi 
longe  difficilius  eft,  ftyli  impetum  temperare, 
quam  fcribendi  materiem  invenire.  Sed  nolo 
patientia  tua  ufque  adeo  abuti,  ut  aures  tuas 
nimia  loquacitate  defatigem.  Valetudinem 
tuam,  fi  me  amas,  cura. 

No.  xvr. 

REVICZKI  k  MoNs.  JONES. 

'  Vienne,  ce  9  Aout,  1 770. 
En  verite,  Monfieur,  vous  n'etes  pas 
fort  a  plaindre  de  ce  changement  continue! 
de  climats  et  de  lieux  ou  vous  dites  etre  en- 
gage depuis  un  an  entier.  C'eft  le  plus  grand 
bien  a  mon  avis,  qui  puiffe  arriver  a  un  homme 
qui  d'ailleurs  a  toutes  les  difpofitions  pour 
voyager;  vous  avez  pafTe  les  rigueurs  de 
Thyver,  fous  un  ciel  doux  et  tempere  en 
Italic,  le  printenis  en  France  et  en  Angleterre  j. 
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il  vous  refte  a  pafler  I'ete  aux  confins  de  VAU 
iemagJie,  dans  un  endroit  qui  eft  le  rendez- 
vous general  de  toute  1' Europe,  e't  oil  Foa 
voit  d'un  coup  d'oeil,  tant  de  differ^ntes  na- 
tions affemblees ;  cela  n'eft-il  pas  charmaat  ? 
ou  n'eft-ce  pas  la  la  partie  eflentielle  des  voj- 

Je  Jen?  pourtant  combien  un  homme  dc 
iettres  pent  s'y  trouver  manquer  de  fecoui«, 
et  de  commodites  pour  poufler  fes  etudes,  et 
cela  iieul  pent  diminuer  en  partie  le  plaifir 
qu'on  a  de  voyager.  Je  vous  fuis  tres  oblige 
de  la  bonte  que  vous  avez  eu  de  m'envoyer 
cette  piece  de  votre  fa9on,  qui  me  parqit  tr^s 
rare  dans  fon  genre ;  mais,  de  grace,  depuis 
quand  avez-vous  fait  racquifition  de  la  langue 
Chinoife  ?  c'eft  un  talent  que  je  ne  vous  con- 
noiflbis  pas  encore ;  mais  vous  ne  mettez  point 
de  bornes  a  votre  polyglottie.  J'en  fuis 
d'autant  plus  charmeque  je  pourrqis  au  pioins 
compter  fur  la  fidelite  d'jine  feule  tradudion 
de.  cette  langue,  le  peu  que  nous  en  avons 
meparoiflant  fortfufpedl ;  votre  piece  a  outre 
le  m^rite  de  I'antiquite,  cejui  de  1  elegance  de 
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la  veriion.  J^attends  avec  Impatience  la  vie 
de  Chah  Nadir, etje  vous  fais  mes  remercimens 
pour  rattention  que  vous  avez  en  pour  moi 
en  chargeant  le  fous-fecretaire  d'etat  de  me 
faire  tenir  un  exemplaire,  je  ne  fuis  pas  moins 
curieux  de  lire  ce  que  vous  y  avez  ajoute  fur 
la  poefie  des  Orienteaux. 

Vous   etes   bien  bon,    Monfieur,    de  fou- 
mettre  votre  ouvrage  a  mon  jugement ;  vous 
favez  combien  peu  vous  rifquez,  et  vous  etes 
bien  fur  d'entrainer  mon  foible  fufFrage.     J'y 
trouverai  pourtant  une   faute   que  n'eft  pas 
meme  legere  |  a  favoir,  la  mention  honorable 
que  vous  y  avez  fait  de  moi,  qui  I'ai  meriti 
fi  peu,   et   qui   I'aurois  du  moins  tache  de 
meriter,  fi  j'avois  pu  m'y  attendre.     II  y  a 
cettefois-ci  quelques  dames  et  cavaliers  d'ici  a 
Spa,  qui  tous  enfemble  valent  bien  la  peine 
d'etre  connus.     On  me  dit  que  milady  Speti-^ 
cereft  I'amie  intime  de  la  PrincefTe  Efterhazy, 
\qus  connoitrez  par  fon  moyen  un  amiable 
et  rcfpedable  Dame,  et  qui  fait  gfand  cas  des 
gens  de  merite. 

Je  n'ai  rien  a  vous  envoyer  prefeptimcnt 
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quj  valll'e  la  peine  j  je  me  referve  ce  plaifir 
pour  una  autre  occalion,  et  fuis  en  attendant 
avec  tout  leWpe£t  et  veneration, 

Votre  tres  humble  ferviteur, 

REVICZKI. 

No.  xvtr. 

REVICZKIUS  JONESIO,  S. 

'I  '-  Vienna,  16"  Octobris,  1770. 

Etfi  nihil  certi  conftare  pofEt  ex  no- 
viffimis  tuis  literisi,  quo  terrarum  concefleris 
ex  Thermis  Spadanis,  tamen  ex  hOc  ipfo  fi- 
lentio.  arguo  te  inpraefentiarum  Londini  com- 
morari.  Opinionem  meam  corrdborat  tarda 
literarum  tuarum  perceptio ;  nam  toto  illo 
tempore  quo  in  Hungariam  divertens,  hiric 
aberam,-  epiilola  tam  e^optat^  frufiratus  fui, 
nee  nifi  in  reditu  diu  jam  hasrentem  ac  pene 
obfolctara  deprendi.  Utinam  eveniat,  quo4 
tahtopere  concupifcere  videris,  quodve  mihi 
fumijio  gaudio  foret ;  ut,  nempe,  poft  tot 
exantlata  itinera,  Vindobonam  tibi  vifere  li- 
ceat.  Leves  et  Frivoli  Galll ;  moUes  et  ener- 
vati  Itali ;  torpidi  fortafle  &  morofi  Germa- 
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ni,  fed  nee  fio  afpernandl,  utpote  qiy  pro  ele- 
gantioribus  iia^tur^  datlbus  folidioFfa  aa^i> 
candore  et  iijui^tl  quadam  honeflate  advent- 
rum  anirtiQs  devinc|i|nt.  Mf a  qujdem  nihil 
int^reft  hoc  de  Germanis  teftimonium  ad- 
hibere  :  namque  in  Germanid  non  feciis  ac 
nuper  in  Anglia  peregrinus!  verfor ;  et  nemo, 
nifi  rerum  ac  IpQcrum  igna^rus,  Hungaros 
Germanis  adnumeraverit,  adeo  genio,  linguS, 
morihus,  ac  natura  ipf^  inter  fg  diffidentes: 
fed  f»tenda  eft  ingenue  Veritas.,,  neqye  diffi:feeof 
me  hic  locorum  fatis  acj  nutum  vitam  agere. 
Tu,  qui  sqmas  rerum.  eftimator  es,,  facile^  ut 
opinor,  in  eandem  fententiam  abibis,  idenique 
de  hoc  populo  judiciuni  tulens.  Oppido  te 
immutatum  dicis;  idepque  te  mihi  magis 
pl^citurum  fperas,  quod,  f^ofitis  juvenilis 
statis  obleCtamentis,  totura  te  Uteris  et  virtutis 
ftudio  addixeris  J  at  ego  te  talem  revidere  malo, 
qualepa  in  Anglia  cognitum  admiratus.  fum, 
nee  vidi  quidquam  quod  reprehendere  poflem. 
In  eo  aut'cm'  vel  maxime  te  fulpexi,  quod 
feverlffimas  difcipUnas  et  furamum  in  literals 
ardorem,   tam   fcite   lufibus   et   voluptatibu§ 
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temperate  noverls.     Cave  ne  ita  te  ftudiis  Jm- 

mergas,  ne  vita;  gaudia,  parum  per  fe  dura- 

tura,  praetermittas,  qulbus   tanta   cum  Uteris 

eft  afEnitas,  ut  iis  nemo,  nifi  fapiens  et  eru- 

ditus,  re6t^  frui  cenfendus  fit.     Cave  etiam, 

ne  idem  tibi  eveniat  in  proveftiori  aetate  con- 

queri  quod  adolefcenti  illi  Horatiano,  dicehti : 

Qux  mens  est'  hodie,  cur  eadetn  non  puero  fuit  ? 
Aut  cur  his  animis  ineolumes  non  redeunt  genae  ? 

Quod  autem  Mufas  pudicas  et  dmtp^i^ta.;  efle 
aiunt,  id  fabulofum  plane  et  foli  fiftioni  con- 
veniens eft ;  nam  et  ipfie  carmina  jacere  inter 
molles  pulvillos  ^manf.—ia.m  ad  alia  dlgredior. 
— 'Verfionem  tuam  libri  Perfici,  quam  jam 
alias  poUicitus  eras,  immo  etiam  mififle  fig- 
nificaveras,  hucufque  non  vidi,  neque  cur 
nondum  appulerit  intelligoj  ac  proinde  ob- 
fecro,  ut  ubi  deliteat  iaveftiges.  Carmen 
Anglicum  venuftiflimum  ejufque  duplicem 
ac  elegantiffimam  metaphrafin  magna  cum 
d£le<3:atione  legi  atque  etiam  relegij  miror 
autem  quod  tam  parum  contentus  efle  videjyris 
Latina,  quae  mihi  mire  placet. 

B  B  2 


No.  XVIII. 
JONESIVS  REVICZKIO,  S. 

Lendini,  11  Non.  Mart.  Anno  1771. 
PU  Deccque  perdant  s-sV  i-A  fm  dTtoppijrwr 
noilros,  qui  mihi  per  hos  fex  menfes  pplliciti 
fint,  £e,  complures  meos  libellos  ac  Ikeras  ad 
te  miffuros  ;  quod  eos  necdum  fecifle  video,  ' 
nee  ftadm  faduros  arbitror  :  aiunt  fe  occafio- 
nem  nondum  habuiffej.et  propter  belli  Hif- 
panici  fufpicionem  (quae  jam  nulla  eft)  diuti-^^ 
nis  impediri  negotiis.  Nequeo  tamen  a  me  im- 
petrare  quin  ad  te  fcribam  j  multa  enim  di^ 
cenda  hafeeo  ;  qu^m  vellem  coram  !  Jam  indd 
a  reditu  meo  in  Britanniam  permagn^  cura-- 
rum  varietate  fum  quafi  irretitus :  circumftant' 
amici,  fodales  propiaqui ;  hortantur'  ut  poefin 
et  literas  Afiaticas  aliquantifper  in  exilium  ire 
jubeam,  ut  elpquentiEB  et  juris  ftudio  navem 
operam,  ut  in  fori  cane^Uis  fpatiar,  ut,  uno 
verbo,  a£lor- caufarum,  et 'ambitionis  cultoi** ' 
%m.- :  Eqt^dem  iis  baud  segre  morem  geffi, ' 
etenim  folus  per  forenfes  occupation's  ad 
primos  patrix  meae'  honores  aperitur  aditus. 


Mirum  eft  quam  fim  <pi\6So^o;  xai  ^iXoVovof .     Ecce 
me  ideb  oratorem.     Erufit  pofthac  literZe  meaei 
wox-ifiKajfsia.1 ;  et,   fi  velit  fortuiia  ut  ad  capef- 
fendam  rempublicam  aliquando  aggrcdiar,  tu 
mihi  eris  alter  Atticus,  tu  mihi  confiliorutn 
omnium,  tiimihi  arcanorum  particeps.     Noli 
tamen  putare  me  omnino  raanfuetiores  literas 
negligere  r-poemat^  qusedam  patrio  fermone 
fcripta  in  Ricem  propediem  edere  ftatui ;  tra- 
gdediam   Soliman    didtam   in  theatrum  tunc 
adducam,    qum   hiftrioiies   invenero   dignosj 
qui  earn  a^ant :  praterea  poema  epicum  in- 
gentis  ai^umenti  (cui  Britaniieis  nothen)  con- 
texere'ihftitui ;  fed  illudfane  eoufque  difFeram^ 
doaec  mihi  otii  quiddam,  cltm  aliqu^  dignitate 
jimdtum,  concedatui-.    Interea  belliflrmos  legb 
poetas  Perficos;    habeo  codicum  matiufcrip- 
torum  lautam  copiam*>  partim  a  me  coemptam, 
partim'  mitll  cbmmodatam ;  inter  eOs,'  com- 
plures  funt  hifforici,  philofophi,  et  poetas  mag- 
iii'^apud  Perfas  nominis.     Poema  Jamii  quod 
¥lifuf  ZialeikKa  vocatur,  mihi  Inprlmis  pilacet; 
fingula  difticfia  (quorum  inftar  qiiatuor  mille 
Ct  feptuagirita'^ontinet)^  funt  ^vera?  ffellulas', 


fiifira  luHuiia;  fex  hujus  libelli  pulchemm* 
exemplaria  OxOnii  liabemus,  quorum  unum 
ficcufate  fcribitur,  vocalibus  ittfignitur,  et  notis 
Golii  iUuflxatur  j  aliud  exemplar  ipfe  poffideo, 
quod,  fi  tempus  fuppetat,  excudi  curabo.  Tu 
interea  eCquid  agis?  Perglfnc  Hlafizum  tuum 
jornarej  illuminare?  Equidem  perlibenter 
opem  mearta  (qxiantula  fit  cutique)  editioni 
mittiftrabo,  ii  velis  Londini  lU>rum  tuum  ex- 
cudi }  ijbd  vix  puto  quenquam  t^'spypi^m  fuis 
illmti  fumptibus  excufurum,  nifl  fint  Hafizi 
earmina  vel  Anglice  vel  GallLce  verfa  ;  nam 
credibile  vix  eft  quam  pauci  fiiit  la  Ajaglia  viri 
nobiles  qui  Latine  fciant.  Suadeo  itaque,  ut 
notas  et  Verfionem  fidafli  GalHco  fermone  fcri^ 
|?asj  poteris  tamen  Odas  abs  te  Latinis  verfibug 
redditas  operi  fubjunggre:  puto  etiam  linguam 
Gallicam  veiiratibus  gratiorem  fore  quan^ 
Latinam.  Satis  bene  fe  habetnova  Menln- 
fkii  editio ;  novorum  charafterum  Atabicorii^ 
{jpecimen  ad  te  mitto,  in  quibus  fi  quid  mini!i$ 
elegans  videas,  amabp  te,  quam  primufla  ^di- 
eas,  ut  citiflimS  corrigatur,  Unum  Hafia 
cai;mea  tabiila  aeriea  ineidi  curavij  et  forfail 
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(fi  aurum  abundet)  toturh  Jamii  poema  eddem 

modo  ineidi  fatiam ;  qiiod  dpus  chartis  fericis 

impreflum,  et  ornamentis  illuftratufn,  arbitror 

Bengalae  prsefedo  et  csettels  Indiae  principibus 

gratum  fore.     Liber  meus  ad  te  miflus,  ubi 

lateat  riefcioj  fed  aliud  exemplar,  idque  ni- 

tidius    et    corredius,   ad  te  prima  occafione 

mittam,    una  cum  libello  de  Uteris  Afiaticis^ 

nuper  editOj  et  Grammatica  med  linguae  Per- 

ficae,  fatis  belle  excuf^;  in.qu4  fi  quid  re- 

perias  minus  accuratum,   fl  quid  omitd  vi- 

deatur,  oro  mihi  dicas,  ut  in  altera  editione 

illud  fnutetur,  hoc  addatur.    vLibrum  de  poeft 

Afiatjca  tunc  in  lucem  proferam,  cum  mihi 

aliqjiantulum  detur  otii.     Ne  tamen  ^ utes  me 

ea  obledlamenta,  quas  fecum  affert  adolefcen- 

tia,  jperriere ;  imo  me,  ut  neminem,  deledtat 

cantns  et  faltatio,  et  modicus  vini  cyathus,  et 

pueflafum  (quarum  eft  Londini  feftiva  copia) 

divina  pulchritudo  :  fed  omnibus  vitK  gaudiis 

facile  antefero  illam,  illam  quam  perditd  anio, 

gloriam  -,  iflam   per  aquas,    illam  per  ignes, 

illam  diebus,  illam  no61ibus  perfequar.     O 

mi  Carols  (liceat  enim  te,  niiffis  forraulisy 
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veteri  fimplicitate  alloqui,)  quanta  mihx  fefe 
aperit  fylva  !  Si  vitae  fpatium  duplicetur,  vix 
mihi  fatisfaciatj!  ad  ea  quae  in  animo  habeo 
tam  publice  quam  ptivatlm  refte  perficienda. 
Vale!  '^'■ 

No.  XIX. 
JONESIUS,  D.  B.  ^'. 

Londini,  6  Kal.  Apil,  iTYt, 

Liber  iile  Perficus,  quem  poffides, 
gemmd  quavis  eft  pretiofior.  Ejufdem  pof- 
iidet'  exemplar  tuo  firtiiUimum  vir  und^qua- 
que  doftiffimus  Menihfkius,  quem  fuo  inbre, 
hoc  eft,  inelegantiSr  ac  pariim  Latine  ita  de- 
fcribit  1 1  L-H )  ,»j;^  '•^  mcechzenulefrar.  Ga- 
"  zophylacium  arcanorum  aut ,  myfteriomm, 
*•  liber  pretiofiffimus,  quippe  elegantiffimo  in 
«  Perfia  ftylo  et  cnarai^iere  fcriptus,  infignibus 
^'  ^maginibu^  diftindtus,  et  vix  iriveniendus. ; 
"  atqije  in  eodem  codice  libri  praeterea  quin- 
«'  (^ue  alii  cpntinentur,  ^^  .  ^^  chufru 
^'  ve-Jhirin^  ^'  t*jrf^  p  J<jLeili  ipu  mf^- 
^  nun  liiftoriae  fidtse  amatorise  j  -tres  vero  rf- 
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"  liqui  morales,  ^^  ^»^i^  heft  peyker  'j^C\ 

"  -^i*  ^y^'    ^Jkref  namet   Ijkender^    et  ^i* 

" 'lJ'^''   ^^^^^  nameh:  codex  eft  pretio  209 
**  aureorum  asftimatus."     Hinc  de  vero  JibrI 
tui  pretio  judicare  potes .     Equidem  alia  quse^ 
dam  fubjungam,  et,  ut  poeta,  baud  verebor 
aiBrmare  fex  bellifEma  in  hoc  -libro  poemata, 
jnagis  ob  poefeos  pulchritudinem,  qu^na  ob 
fcripturas    elegantiam,   et   imagiaum   nitidof 
coloreSj  efle   pretiofa.  .  Audor  fuit  percele- 
bratus  iUe  Neza,mi,  cui  agipmen  Kenjuvij 
quifub  finem  fascuU  duodecimi,  regi  Thogr,u| 
Ben  Erflan,  illuftri  Ijellatori  et  literarum  fau^ 
tori,  deliciis  erat.';  Liber  quinquc  comple£tituf. 
poemata,  quorum  ultimum  ia  partes  dividitur 
duas :    primum,   quod   arcanorum   thefauru? 
vocatur,   multos   contiaet   fabellas   et   multa 
eolioquia  de  homiauni  ^ofiiciis  ac  rebus  bu^ 
manis;  in  illo  fepe  inducitur  rex  Perfaruni 
celeberrimiis  Nulhirvan,  qui  fub  finem  fic- 
euli  fexti  contra  Juftlnum  primum,  et  Jufr 
tinianum  feliciter  hellayit ;  illo  regnante,  natus 
f  11  Arabum  legiflator  Mohammedes,  qui  iljurji 
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©b  juftitiam,  in  'Akorand  collaudat ;  ilium 
pdetae  Perfici  §adi,  Hafez,^  Jami,  aliique  pcr- 
peluo  kudant,  et  tinus  ex  iis  belle  ait : 

"  Nomen  Nufliirvan  fortunatum  ob juftitiam 
"  vivit,  licet  multum  elapfum  lit  temporis^ 
**  per  <}uod  Nufhirvan  ipfe  non  amplius  ma-t 
*'  net."     Secundum   poema  juvenis   amabi- 
Kffimi  Meg'nun,  feu  amentis,  ita  ob  amorem 
infanum  didli,  et  Leilse  pukherrimae  puellas 
vitas  continet.     Teitium  amofes  conipleditur 
regis  Khofrois  e  Saflaniorum  familii  vicefinu4 
fertii  Nufliirvani  nepotis,  et  formofiffimas  vir'. 
^tiis  Shirinas  feu  Duicis.     Qnaxtvtxa.  feptem 
^gurte  nominatur,  et  regis  Beharam,  quem 
Graeci  incpte,  ut  folent,  Varanam  appellant, 
hiftoriam  narrat  -,  praedpu*  verb  feptern  illius 
palatia  deferibit,  quorum  unumquodque  di- 
yerfum   a   caeteris  colorem^  habuifle  dicitur. 
Quintum  Alexandri  vitam,  ac  res  geftas'  de- 
narratj  yeriim  enimvero  fciendum  eft,  Afia- 
ticos  omnes  regem  Macedonum  a  perantiquo 
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tege  Secander  dii^o  non  diftlnguere,  fed  am* 
borum  fada  lidicule  commifcere,  Haec  habeo 
^ux  de  iibro  tuo  dicain,  non  conjedtura  fretus,  ' 
fed  certe  fciens,  me  vera  dicere.  X-ator  ad- 
modum  collegium  S"  Johannis  Cantabrigienfis 
hunc  thefaurum,  te  dottante*  poiTeHlirum :  ac 
^ero  in  Academla  veflra  allquos  futures,  qui 
poetse  venuiUi£mi  Nezami  elegantlas  poterint 
animo  comprehendere.  Si  quis  pleniorem 
poetaj  l^ufce  notkiam  habere  velit,  £onfulat 
oportet  librum  jucuodum,  cui  nomen  vita 
po'eiarum  Perficofum^  audore  Deuledhah  Sa- 
^arcandio,  cujus  vidi  Lutetiis  pulcherrimum 
exemplar* — Vale ! 

No.  XX. 
REVICZKIUS  JONESIO/  S. 

'  VUnna,  die  10°  Octebris^  mi. 
Jam  prope  annus  eft  elapfus,  a  quo 
Qccafionem  praeftolof,  qui  libelltJi^,  te  pro- 
baate,  in  lucem  emiflum,  ad  te  mitterem,  quin 
uUam  hp^Scnus  potuerim  adipifci;  nunc  de- 
mum  opportune  evenit  difceflus  in  Angliam 
viri  amiciffimi,  faivtfuvdiaiffifwv  Britannise  le- 
gatioals,  qui  mihi  officium  fuum  fponte  ob- 


tillh,  &t  Of  us  hoc  meum,  auf,  Ji  mdvisy  fuuml 
ad  te  deferri  curare  eft  humaniflinie  polli 
dtus.  Eadem  fidelia  cuperem  etiaihgrafum' 
4nitnuift,  f  ro  tfarifmiffo  mifii  muiiere,  contef- 
tari,  fed  grates  perfolvcre  dignas  nbh  opis  ert 
nofttsej  f&t  ent'lua  dicere  faBa.  Oppido 
mifatUS  ium  ftuduirii  et  doArinam  ac  v^ 
fflaxiifll  diligentiain  in  friplici  dpere  qtio  iftiKi 
gfatificattii  es,  fed  erubui  kudibus  qifas  niihi' 
ititetttpei-aritSr  pYodigis.  Multum  fan^  tibi 
litersB  et  -Ittefati  dmnes  debere  fatebnntur,  fr 
eandem  deinceps,  quam  coepifti,  orientalibus- 
-IheflS  dperatti  navaveris.  Scire  percttpei'em- 
quo  honore  remuneratus  fit  virtutei!ri,  et  la- 
borem  tuum  Rex  Dania2,[aut,  illo  audlore, 
ReJt  Anglis,  ut  ;tibi  et  bonis  qmnibusii  qui  te 
EBq«e  ac  egp  diligunt,  gratari  pofllm,  utque 
nobile  tuum  ingenium  condigne  praemiatum 
l»tari  valeam . — Vale ! 

'     •  No.  XXI. 

■  JONESIUS  REVICZKIO,  S,  ' 

Oxonii,  vii  Id.  Decetnbres,  ^nno  1771.- 

Abs  te  per  hos  irienfes  (imo  potiiia 

anaos)  tredecim,  ne  literuls  quidem!  Binas. 


j^Hide!»  ad  te  literas  mliieratn,  unas  Non, 
Mart.  Latine  fcriptas  et  bene  longas,  alteras 
^Gallice  exayatas  currently  quod  aiunt,  Jlyh, 
In  lis  quid  egerim,  quid  ag€re^meditarer,  la 
quo  'vitae  curfu  eflem,  ad  quas  dignitates  af- 
piraret  ambitio  mea,  feci  te  diligentiffim^  cer- 
tiorem.  Libros  'mees  quatuor,  ut  epinor, 
Accepifti,  quos  D.  Whitchurch,  legato  An- 
glico  0  hi  rm  U^m,  fecum,  meo  rogatu,  Vindobo- 
nam  tulit.  Iljiura,  a^olefcentem  bonae  indojis, 
et  liter^rum  peramantem,  dignum  effe  fcito 
quem  utaris  familiariter.  Hocee  literaruni 
ad  te  afferet  P,  Drummondj  homo  literatus, 
quem  medicae  artis  ftudium,  quod  in  hae  in* 
fula  non  te  latet  efle  perhonorificum,  ifthje 
proficifci  incitavit,  fecundiim  Homericum  il. 

\\iUt  'lnjT'pos  dv^p  woXf^MV  ccy'li^ios  dXhuoy. 

Eos  velim  ita  ^ractes,  ut  fciant  meam  com- 
mendationem  apud  te  plurimum  valere.  Ac» 
cipies  eodem  tempore  ofatiunculam  quandani 
meam  ,in  pulchellum,nefcioquem,terr2e  filiuia 
qui .  Academias  noftrse  conviciari  aufus'  efts 
pgn  impi^pe,  ut  videbis,  fi  quid  apud  iftiufmpdi 
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vapj^am  ac  oebitfonetn  valeat  muCJ-o-  0r4- 
tionis  meae.  Ciaturbavl,  ut  ait  Cicero  de  fuis 
CommentaEiis,  Gallicam  nationem.  Quid  agit 
Hafez,  deliciolae  noftra?  Nunquamne  car- 
mina  ilia  fuavifEma,  te  interprdte,  prodibilnt 
in  lucem?  Placetne  tibi  verfio  raea  Anglica, 
carfninis  iftius  Egher  an  Turkic  NoftratibuS 
certe  quidem  non  difplicet.  Vellem  plures 
sdias  Anglice  vertere,  fed  otium  non  fuppetit. 
Neminem  adhuc  inveni,  qui  libellum  tuum 
de  re  militaji  reddere  dign^  pofTet.  Prae- 
fatio  tua  omnibus  et  doft-a  et  elegans  videtur ; 
fed  opus  (quod  tute  ais  in  prooemio)  titulo 
Oiulul  hikm  Ji  nezdmi'  lumem  aiunt  non  re- 
lpondere»  Ejufdem  libri  vrpumruMy-  Turcice 
fcriptum  (cum- ceteris  Conftantinopoli  excufis, 
et  belliffimo  carminum  Mefihii  exemplari)  in 
bibliothec^  Regise  noftrae-  Societatis  vidj. 
Cupio  fcire,  num  facile  fit  omncs  eos  libros 
quos  laudas,  ab  Ibrabimo  editos,  vel  in  Ger- 
mania,  vel  in  Tbracia,  aut  Hungaria  emere? 
quod  fi  fieri  poffet,  illcu-um  compos  efle  per- 
velkm.      Eequidnam   de  Turcis   n-ovi^   /*«» 
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tiphrjs  ouhk  xiy^  J  Equidem,  fimul  ac  de  belli 
Ruffici  exitu  certior  faflos  fuero,  legationeiii 
"^Turcicam  aperte  petere  cdnftitui;  nunc  oc- 
Gulte  et  fufurratlm.  Rex,  optime  in  mje  at- 
fedus ;  opUmates  fatis  benevoU ;  mercatoruin 
facietas  admodum  mihi  favet :  illud  foliiin 
vereor,  ne  quis  competitor  potentior  in  fcenam 
prodeat,  fit  me  curfu  praevertat.  Si  p^itio 
feliciter  evaferit,  dii  boqi !  a;?  K«?«vf'«viaj'<TOjx,«( ; 
prim^m,  tuo  Vindobonse  fruar  colloquio; 
dein  Uteris  Afiaticis  madebo ;  Turcarum  mores 
ex  abditifEmis  fontibus  exhauriam — fin  aliud 
cwidgerit,  ^<AKro^5)7«y.  Erit  forum;  non  de-» 
erunt,  ut  fpero,  caufas ;  erit  litium  plena  mef- 
(Is ;  reftabit  eloquentiae  ftudium ;  reftabit  poe- 
fis,  hiftoria,  philofpphia,  quarum  iingults 
redte.  colendis  vita  noftra  hsecce  huraana,  Sa-u 
>uy^pole)i(r[ktv^Vix  fufficiet.  Multa  alia  habeo 
qxxx  dicam,  fed  me  mperiofa  tratit, — noa 
Proferpinar  ut  fpero,  at  fi  qua  eft  fori  ac  ju- 
^iorura  fautrix  Dea.  Longior-es  literas  ex- 
pe6ta :  tu  interea  ad  me  quam  longiffima* 
mitte.  Te  unice  ac  firaterne  diligimus. — 
Vale! 
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No.  xxir. 

JONESIUS  ROBERTO  ORME,  S. 

IV.  Id.  Apriles,  A nncr  1112. 
Quanta  cum  voluptate,  quantaque  admira- 
tione  tui,  hiftoriam  de  bello  Indicp  legerim, 
lacilius  poflum  animo  compledi,  quam  ver- 
bis eiiafrare  :  ita  enim  dilucide  abs  te  confilia, 
fes  geftae,  et  rerum  eventus  declarantur,  ut  lis 
pfofedlo,  diim  legebam,  non  mente  folum  fed 
fe  iritefefle,  non  tam  leftor,  quam  ador  efle, 
Vifus  fim.  In  primis  mihi  placebant  vitae  ac 
fiaturae  hominum,  aut  rerUm  geftarum  gloria, 
aiit  fapientiae  laude  florentium,  abs  te  declara- 
tx ;  nee  minorem  narration!  venuftatem  aiFe- 
fiint,  locorum  infignium  defcriptiones,  velut 
ilia  Gangis  fluvii  plane  graphica;  et  fane'ani- 
fifiadverti  non  modo  poetas,  fed  politiores 
pmniunf  fere  aetatum  hiftoricos  in  fluviis  de- 
fcribendis  baud  parum  artis  ac  ftudii  pofuiffe  : 
fie  Acheloum  Thucydides,  Teleboam  Xeno- 
piion  defcribit,  uterqup  fuo  iii  ^eriere  egregii^; 
fed  hie,  ut  ferhper,  venufte  ac  breviter ;  ille, 
tit  f£B|>ius,  elate  at  que  horridule.     Ad  geritis 
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,dicettdl  quod,  tittinet,  .  fi  elegantia  et  in 
verbis  conftetj  et .  in  verbof um  collp.catione, 
quam  ekgans  ofatio  fit  oportet  tua,  in  qua, 
verba  ledtiffima,  femperque  apta  ad  id,  quod 
fignificant,  ordine  pulcherrimo  ,cdlldcantur  j 
qu3B  laus  eft  in  fcribendo  prop8  maxima. 
Quod  fi  hiftorisB.  tust  partem  alteram,  quae  a 
tejamdudum  flagitatur,  in  lucem  protuleriSj' » 
cvLxn.  bonis  omnibus  ac  tui  fimilibus  gratum. 
feceris,  turn  nominis  tui  famam  latiiis  difiu- 
deris:  nee  juftum  videtur  orjiari  abs  te  ac 
celebrari.  regionem  Coromandelicam,  fi  ne- 
gligatur  .ea,  quam  rex  quidam  Indicus,  iieh'das 
terrarum  vocitabat,  Bengala, — ^Vale !         ^      ; 

No.  XXIII. 
JONESIUS  F.  P.  BAYER  HISPANO,  S. 

Prid.  Cal.  Mart.  An.  lIV*. 

Libelii  tui  de  Thcenieum  Lingua  et 
Cdionis,  qui  dubito  dodiorhe  fit  an  jucundior, 
belliffimUm  exemplum  accepi ;  et  quanquam 
vereor,  ne  aiirea  ceneis^  tanquam  Homericus 

£i/e-VJI.  C  C 
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ille 'DhJjUedes,  periKutare  videar,  mitto'ta- 
'inen  adte,  ingrati  fcilitet  aniiiii  teftinioniu&i, 
commeritariti's  mfeos  poefe^s  Afiaticje,  qui  fl 
tibi  arriferinf,"  Id  fcito  magnce  inilii  volup- 
tati  fore.— Vale  V  ^ 

'no:  XXIV.    ■  ^   ' 
jois/Esius  ik.  a'schultens,  k 

Id.  Jul.  An.  1774, 
Adolefcentulum  fumma  riaodeftia, 
diligentia,  virtute  prjeditum/  cui  nonien 
Campbell^  quique  ad  te  hdc  literurarum 
pertulerit,  majofern  in  modum  tibi  comirien- 
do.  Is  in  Iniili^'inercaturam '^fafturus  eft; 
fed  priufquam  longam  iftam  et  moleftam 
navigationem  fufceperit,  fermonibus  quibuf- 
dam  Europgeis  atque  Afiaticisj  et  'ex 
his  przecipue  Perfico,  addifcendis,  operam 
eft  daturus.  Quantum  illi  yel  in  ftudiis  vel 
in  nfegotiolis  adjumenti  a'flerre  poteris,  tan- 
turn  mihi  allatum  autumavero  j  ipfum  praete- 
rea  tibi  femper  devinxeris. 

Quid  agit  Haririus  nofter?  Ecquando  aba 
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te  driiams,  pfodlbit  m'htetn?  Nos  infotb 
teinpus  confumimus ;  quicquid  dtii  datur,  id 
omne  legibus  interpretatidis  hlftoriifque  legerl- 
dis  conferre  cogimur.  Commentarios  m^as 
iad  te  mifi,  quos  te  fpero  accepiffe.     Vale. 

No.  XXV.  ^ 

H.  A.  SGHULtENS 

I 

Quoties,  amiciffime  Jones,  fortunatl  i^'us 
temporis,  quod  in  'beata  veftr^  infula  tran^- 
fegi,  fubit  memoria,  toties  aaimum  fentio 
mirp  qmodanv  voluptatis  fenfu  ^perflmdi,  i 
^mtiffima  ¥ecordatioiffi  juctfndae  tuse  atque 
"m^iffim^,  qua  frui  mihi  IcUit,  coniiietudi- 
4iis.  Simul  vero  tui  "d^fideiriirm,  tarii  vehe- 
■stnentdr  excitat-ur,  ut  abfentiam  tuatti  Jfemm 
•asgerrime.  Quam  animi  ^gritudinem  Cin 
ahinihs  tollere,  at  lenire  poteft,  duke  epift&k- 
-rum  commercium.  Et  ^everi  non  illtfd 
c   c  2 
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tempus  inde  a  reditu  in  patriam  effluxiflet, 
abfque  ut  nihil  prorfus  de  me  audires,  nifi 
cum  ipfe  variis,  iifque  infolitis,  negotiis  fuif- 
fem  diftridtus ;  tum  timuiflem,  ne  ftudlorum 
tuorum  moleflus  eflem  interpellator.  Tollit 
hunc  metum  gratiflimum,  quod  nuper  a  te 
accepicommentariorum  tuorum  mumis,  quod 
eo  mihi  gratius  accidit,  quo  videre  inde  li- 
cuit,  mei  memoriam  tibi  nondum  excidifle. 
Maximas  omnino  ago  habeoque  gratias  pro 
terfo  illo  tuo,  atque  •  elegantiffimo  libro, 
quem  fumma  aviditate  legi,  perlegi,  relegi, 
et,  ne  vivam,  obftupui.  Simul  tamen  fm- 
cerus  Mufarum  noftrarumamator  deploran- 
dam  illarum  fortem  indolui,  quibus  in  fum- 
ma cultorum  fuorum  penurid  tantum  virum 
eripiunt  rauca  fori  jurgia.  Ergone  eas  non 
habent  venuftates,  eas  gratias,  ut  aliis  quae 
not  nifi  opes  et  honorum  titulos  dotem  adfe- 
runt,  prseferri  mereantur?  Ergone  non  ita 
placet  sola  earum  forma,  et  habitus  elegantif- 
fimus,  fimul  et  fuaviffimus,  ut  cul'tbres  allici- 
ant,  qui,  fpretis  aliis,  perdite  eas  ament,  iis 
folis  fe  obledtent,  atque  toti  cum  iis  fmt  ?  Ignof- 
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cas,  mi  Jonefi,  talia  amice  tecum  expc^u- 
lanti. 

Operis  tui  non  nifi  ^pauca,  duo  forte  vel 
tria,  exempla  hucuf que  ad  nos  funt  delata. 
Fac,  quaefo,  ne  illorum  copiam  ulterius 
nobis  irivideat  librariorum  focordia.  Ac- 
cipies  brevi  orationem,  quam  hlc  Ipel  habui, 
inaugiu-alem  de  finibus  literarum  Oriental 
Mum  proferendis,  Tumultuarie  confefta,  non 
potuit  ita  elaborari  ac  debuiflet,  atque  ipfe 
vellem,  modo  per  tempus  iicuiflet.  Jucun- 
diffimum,  quod  obeo,  munus  hoc  folum 
habgt  moleftise,  quod  nondum  liceat  libere 
quo  velim  divagari,  atque  in  inftitutionibus 
grammaticis,  ledtionibus  exegeticis  Veteris 
Teftamenti,  et  enarrandis  autiquitatibus  Ju- 
daicis,  tantum  temporis  confumere  cogar,  ut 
parum  vel  nihil  legendis  auiSoribus  Arabicis, 
multo  minus  Perficis,  fuperfit.  Sed  tsediu^i 
hoc  eb  libentius^ero,  quo,  fi  cito  devoretur, 
majus  inde  otium  mihi  brevi  fit  nafci- 
'turum.  Et  ubi  femel  omnem  hanc  lec- 
'tionum  farraginem  fingulis  annis  repeten- 
*dam'  chartis  mandavero,  liber  et  itiei  juris 
potero  totus  his   ftudiis  incumbere.      Mei- 
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daftenfem  ededdiiQi  fufcipere  jam  certum 
mihi  eft  deliberatumqne.  In  editione  paran- 
d^  duo  ad  minimum  luftra  emat  impendenda. 
Quaata  enim  turn  ipfius  linguae,  tum  hiftoria^ 
rum,  rituum,  et  morum  Orientalium  cognitio 
ad  id  requiratur,  fine  quibus  tamen  tantum 
opus  ne  conandum  quidem  eft,  ipfemet  probe 
n6fti.  An  vero  hie  foetus,  ubi  ad  maturita- 
tem  pervenerit,  obftetrieantem  manum  facile 

inventurus  lit   ^^)  j^j)_      Scheidius  Profef- 

for  Harderovicenfis  in  edendo  Gieuhario  oc- 
cupatur.  Sumptus  tanto  operi  imprimendo 
hecelfarios  cum  ferre  non  yaleat,  difficultatem 
hanc  putat  fublatam  iri,  fi  28  fafciculos,  pro 
numero  literarum  divifos,  feorsim  in  lucem 
emittat;  ita  ut  pecunia  ex  primo  fafciculo, 
qui  literam  j  continebit,  parata  fufficiat  ira-- 
primendo         et  fie  porrp. 

Caeterum  novi,  quod  ad  te  fcribam,  nihil 

eft.     Quam  vellem  tui  iterum  yidendi  copia  , 

mihi  fieret !   Si  id  in  te  efficer^  valeat  per  gla-j 

ciem  currendi  ardor,  \it   Bankfium  yeftruin» 

mitatug  eum.in  finem  hue  venir-es, jam  ne^ 
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a^eo  frl^ora  extlmefc9,  vii.<^9nt|;3.;%^r^i|^,  m- 
tenf^ffiiAajglacjefque  folldilpni,^s, e^^- diu  dur^- 
turas.  Quid4uid-  fit,  five  hyeme,  five  aftate. 
nihil  unquam  poterit  mihi  grattus  accidere, 
^uam  te  hoipitem  excipere.  Uxor  (quaixi 
ante  5  circiter  menfes  duxi)  magno  flagitat 
defiderio  videndi  Jonefium  ilium,  de  quo  ma- 
ritum  audit  quotidi^  loquentem.     Multum  ea 

te  falvere  jubet,  ut  et  pater  meus,  qui  dici  non 

'  •  ■  •  -     - .      -, . .      ^.  ^ 

poteft  qu.aiitopere  legendls  qperibus  tuis  im- 
primis commentariis  fuerit  delegatus.  Magno 
ille  tp  honpre  profequittir,  et  diligit,  et  colit. 
— Tu  velim  fcribas  ad  me  quid  agas;  quid 
agant  optimae  illae  tuae  mater  et  forpr,  quas 
meo  nomine  plurimum  quaefo,  falutes,  eafque 
certiores  reddas,  gratiffimum  me  animum  fer- 
vare  et  f^mper  fervaturum  pro  infigni  huma- 
nitate  et  variis  ofEciis,  quibus  me  fibi  devinx- 
erunt. — Csete^um  de  me  fie  judices,  quantum 
ego  poflim,  me  tibi,  omnibufqUe  tuis  fiammo 
cum  fti|dio  praefto  femper  futurum.  Vale, 
mi  Jpnefi,  meque  ama. 

'  Scripfi  Amftelaedami,  ' 

9  Sept.  1774. 
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Fere^  oblitus  eram  de  principe  noftro  Da- 
mafceno  Yufeph  (ni  fallor)        (^  ad  te  fcrip- 

fifle.  ,  V3.1d9  doleo  eum  tam  diu  hic  latuxiT^, 
ut  biduo  antequam  bine  Bru?:9llam  peteret, 
me  primum  inyiferit.  Mire  dele£tatus  fui 
indole  ejus  iiber^li,  generofa,  et  vere  Arabica. 
Neque  elegantiori  dodxina  videbatur  deftitu- 
tus.  Sed  de  his  tu  melius  judices,  quam 
ego.— rEgo  hominem,  quamdiu  vivam,  ama- 
bo,  cujus  jucundi  fermones  me  febri  laboran- 
ttta  ita  recrearunt,  et  totum  quafi  occuparunt^^ 
ut  peflimo  m.orbo  redire  cupienti  i^uUus  Ipcus 
lupereflet. 

Si  velis  ad  me  fcribere,  quod  quaefo  faciag 
citiflime,  hsec  fit  epiftolas  infcriptio: 
A  Monf.  ScH|:7LTENS, 
I'l-Qfefleur  en  Langups  Orientales, 
Amfterdam. 

Accepi.  nuper  catalogum  librorum,  qui 
apu^  Whitium  venales  proftant.  Nifi  mo-r 
|eftum  fit,  gratilfimum  mihi  feceris,  fi  ipfum 
jubeg.s  bos  libros  mihi  refervare,  quos  brevt 
cijrabo,  fimul  naiffa  pecunia,  ut  hue  deferar^- 
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No.  419  Elmacini  Hiftoria  Saracenlca— 18 
Sh. 
1 1 00  Herbelot.  31.  3  Sh. 
1471  Geogr.  Nubienfis  verlio.  4  Sh. 
5909  Eutychius.  15  Sh. 
2091  Hunt  ia  Proverbia  VII.     1  Sh, 

No.  XXVI. 
_   JONESIUS  H.  A.  SCHULTENS,  S. 

Prid:  Non.  Oct.  nii. 
Gratilfimas  ab?  t^  literas  accepi,  datas  V  Id. 
Sept.  fed  ferius  quam  vellem  mihi  redditas, 
^uod  in  maritima  Cantii  parte  a;ftatem  egi,  et 
ijiuper  admodum  Lojidinum  redii;  Commen- 
^arios  m^ps  abs  te  et  patre  tuo  probari,  vehe- 
menter  gaudeo ;  quod  addis  amiciffime  tu  qui- 
4em  et  humaniffime,  segre  te  ferre,  me  poli- 
tipris  doftrlnjB  defertorem  effe,  agnofco  bene- 
ypleptiain  expollulationis  tuas.  Sed,  mx  AI- 
|»erte,  npn  eft  integrum  j  jactaeft  alea;  libri 
piei  ojtnnes,  cum  impreffi  turn  manufcripti, 
praeter  eos,  qui  ad  jureconfuUi  et  oratoris 
pffiicium  pertinent,  in  area  Oxonii  otianturj 
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et  ftatui,  per  viginti  minimum  annos,  nuUIs 
rebus,  nifi  aut  fbrenfibus  aiit  politicis,  o.pe::am 
navare^    Cpnfilii  mei  rationes  longo  fermone 
perfequi   non  eft  neceflarlum':  illud  fulficiet 
dicere,  me,   fi   Romse  vixiflem  aut  At^enls, 
oratorum  et  illuftrium',;  civium  labores,  vigi- 
Kas,  pericula,  exilium,  invidiam,  mortem  de- 
nique,  vel  umbris  poetarum  vel  philofopho- 
rum  hortis  antelaturum  fuifle.     Idem  facien- 
dum \ii  hie  Anglorum  repnblica,  qua^    nee 
]R.omanae  nee  Athenienfi  cedit,  et  fentio,  et  a. 
pueritia  fenfi,  et  femper  fentiam.     Porfo.au- 
tem,  tametfi  literarum  politiorum  venuftatem 
facile    agnofco,    tamen    valde    me    deleftat 
id  quod  a  Neoptolemo    in  tragcedia  dicitur, 
Philofophari  juvat  fed  paucis ;  et  illud  Hippo- 

crateum,  'O  ^i(^  ^^CLyJn,  ^'  t-e^v:)  [i.a.xpx,    6  jcaijS^  o'guf. 

Strenue  denique  affeverabo  alias  effe  majores 
artes,  quse  non  folum  fruftus,  fed  et  dulcif- 
fimos  fru£tus,  afferunt.  Quid  !  nullamne  at- 
tullt  animi  voluptatem  divina  ilia  Mathefis 
Archimedi,  geometrarum  principi,  ci^m  in 
theoremate  demonftrando  adeo  intente  cogi- 
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tationem  defij^lflet,  ut  capjtass  effe  Syracufas  noa 
sentirQt?  Quid!  ulkmiae  rem  jucundiorem  aut 
nobiliorem  effe  putemus,  quana  juris  patril 
unum  ftudium,,  de  quo  velim  in  memoriam 
revoces  quid  dicant  in  Ciceronis  de  Orator? 
libris  L.  Craffus  et  (^Scaevok?  Quid  !  exifti- 
mafne  Suada  m  illam,  cujus  medulla  ab  Ennio 
dicitur  <Z!ethegus,  qui  et  flos  populi  ab  eo- 
dem  vogatur,  aut  Thali®  aut  Polyhymniae  fua-? 
vitatis  palmam  concedere ?  Quid!  eftne  ali- 
quis  qui  non  M.  TuUii  fimilis  elTe,  cujus, 
ciim  in  omni  mallet  vita  tvlm  in  ftudiis,  ex- 
emplar  et  quafi  i^eav  mihi  proponam,  quam 
aut  Varrcnis  eruditlflimi  viri,  aut  Lucretii, 
poetas  ingeniofiffimi  ?  Quod  li  vere  infuave 
et  hjOrridum  fuiflet  juris  npftri  ftudium,  quo4 
eft  longe  fee  us,  tamen  reprehendendus  non 
eflem,  fi  cuin  veteribus  fapientiftimis,  et  cum 
jpfa  fapientisB  dea,  Athenarum  faufrice,  Mi- 
nerv^,  fru^uofam  atque  utilem  ojivam,  fterili 
lauro  anteponerem.  TJt  aperte  loquar ;  non 
eft  mei  ftomachi  nobilium  virorum  arrogau- 
tjam,  quEe  a  poetis  et  literarum  cultoribus  dp- 
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vofanda  eft,  perferre.  Hac  tibi  amlcS^  expoi^ 
tulanti,  amice  refpondeo  j  tuam  aut-em  vblun- 
tatem,  egregie  in  me  'perfpe£tam  et  cognitam, 
fcito  mihi  perjucuridam  efle.  Orationera 
tuam  avide  expedo.  Labbres  tuos  omhcs,  et 
praecipue  Meidanenfe,  opus  biluftre,  fortunet 
Deus  !  Mens  fit,  oro,  fortis  et  conftans  dodlif- 
fimo  Scheidio,  ut  opus  immenfum  quod  me- 
ditatur,  ^.tlanteis  humeris  fuftinere.'valeat. 
Induftriam  ejus,  omni  laude  dignam,  admiror  5 
fed  poft  Meninlkit  fatum,  non  loquor  de  opere, 
fed  de  ipfius  miferiis,  nan  eft  viri  prudentis 
(et  qui  fibi  baud  fapit,  nihil  fapit)  navem 
fuam  tarn  incerto  mari,  atque  adeo  prope  nau- 
fragii  periculo  exponere.  Rege  dignum  opus 
eft,  fateor ;  fed  eenfum  requirit  regis.  Ver^ 
tibi  gratulor,  gratulantur  tibi  mater  et  foror 
mea,  felicitate  nuptiariim  tuarum.  Schulten- 
fiae  tu^,  quam  amabiliffimam  efle  certo  fcio, 
€t  patri  tuo,  viro  optimo,  falutem,  impertio 
plurimam.  Gratumhabeo,  quod  me  Amfte- 
Jedami  videre  cupis;  mihi  quoque  fummae 
erit  voluptati  tecum  in  patria  tua  cpUoquij 
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quod  £}  tu^  frul  liceret  confuetudme,  glacles 
veftra  H^fperidum.  hortis  effet,  amcEiiior,  nee 
ipfaTempe  adire  magis  cuperem;  fed,  propljpr 
forerifes  occupationes,^ftas  mihiiiid  peregri- 
nandum  erit  commodiof .  PolUceor  tibi  me, 
vel  anno  proximo^  :  vel  ppft  eum.  venture, 
menfe  Julio  aut  Augufto,  apud  te  perlibenter 
commoraturum. 

Jofephum,  hominem  Syrum,  tibi  placuillc  , 

lastor,  et  gaudeo  ilium   per  Germariiain  iter 

fedlurum  efle.     De  illo  fatis .  longa  .eft  hxj3:o- 

ria;  qui,  nifi  ego  prjmariis  hujus  civitatls  viris, 

qui   apud   regem  plurimum   v^leantj ,  fedado 

exoraflem,  Londini  aut  vixiflet  miferrimus, 

aut  mortem  obiiflet  immerita     Lijiroa  quos 

emere  voluifti,  tibi  refervat  Bibliopola.    Lite- 

rulas  ad  te  meas  Idibus  Juliis  fcripta^,  quas  ad 

te  perferendas    dedi   adolefcenti    Campbello, 

nonduin,   ut  arbitror,  accepifti.     Regis  Hif- 

panis  filius,  Gabrielis,  princeps  juventatis,  ad 

me  mifit  Salluftium  fuum  fplendidiifime  im- 

preflum.     Id  mihi  fummo  honori  duco^  gra- 

tiafque  pjerdiligenter.egi.     Audiifti  fine  dubio 
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3c  Bracii,  Iiommis  Sdoti,  peregrinationibtis  iii 
Syriam,  Arabiam,  AbyiIiniarn,Nubiam,  i^'gyp* 
tu:m;-^cui  non  domtis  fua  nota  magis  eftj 
quam  Rubfi  Maris  littts,  et  Nili  fons. — Mul- 
tos  feciim  attuUt  codices  ^thiopicd  fermone 
fcriptos,  et,  inter  alios,  Ehochi  vaticiniufn,  li- 
bmm  antiquum,  fed  inter  Sibyllina  Volufnina 
numerandum. 

«         *         *         *         * 

Dum  hiaec  Tcribebam,  venit  a"d  liie  quidatii 
qui  attulit  codicem,  ut  aiebat,  manu  fcriptum, 
quem  a  Montacutb,  hdbili  Anglo,  Verietiis  ac- 
ceperat,  ut  ad  me  perfe'rret.  Aperui  libriim; 
inveni  belliflimum/ et  jperfediflimum  Mota- 
nabii  exemplar,  cum  epiftbla  verfibus  Arabicis 
ad  me  fcriptd,  ab  Ah'derrabmah  nefcib'quo, 
quem  fbrtalle  in  Afia  IVTontacutu's  viderat. 
Gratiffinia  eft  do6ti  Arabisin  me  benevoreritia"; 
verfus  appofui;  neutiquam  me  dignor  tam  ex- 
aggeratis  laudibiis;  fed  nofti  magniloquentiarh 
Afi'aticorum.  Noll  jam  putare  me  MbtahabS 
poemata  continue  perle^urumj  lateburitCtx- 
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onli,  ciim  casteris  iftis  fimilibusN:herauris  iheis. 
Velim  tibi  perfuadeas  te  a  me  plurimi  'fieri, 
riec  quidquain  mihi  juciiiidius  elTe  pofTe,  "quaih 
abs  te  faspiffime  lorigiffimas  epiftolas  acci- 
pere.  Cura  ut  Valeas,  meque,  ut  facis,  ariiare 
pergas.  ' 

..,-  .  :  No.  XXVII. 

/ 

JONESIU^,  F.;  P.  BAYER,  S. 

,  .     ;  4  NoH.  Oct.  177*. 

Vix,  reperk)  quibus  tibi   verbis  agam 

-gratias,  quod  Salluilii  hiftoriain  dxUrtJe'fpiseM- 
didiffimae  perpulchre  tibpreffam,  etin  fermo- 

.nem  Hifpanum  eleganter  converfam,  *ad 
me  mittendam  curaverisj  eodeinque  me,'ft©- 
vum  Iiomitiem  et-  privatum,  ftcsnore  affeceris, 
quo.non  nifi  magnos  regjes  et  iiluftres  aCade- 
<mias,  rant^  dig  riatus  es.  :  Sed  incipietfti'  inlhi 
literas  ^d  te  mittere,  diibium  omnifao  Vifoiri"'eft, 
gratularerne  tibiprius  de  prasftantiifimointer- 
pretationis  fcriptore,  an  gratias  agcrem  quod 
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mihi  jadeo  jucundum  tul  /^txijfAoVuj'ov  dedifies." 
lAuguror  fane  clarius  lumen  bonarum  artium, 
ac  fcientiarum  accelTurum  patiix  tuse,  in  qua 
regius  adolefcens  eo  fit  ingenio  eaque  dodrin^ 
prjeditus,  ut  hiftoricorum  Rpmanorum  princi- 
pem  luculefxter  interprctari,  notifque  eruditis 
illuftrare  poflit.  Quam  paucifunt  in  aiiis  re- 
gionibus  juvenes  primarii,  qui  tantum  opus 
perficere  aut  velint,  fi  polEnt,  aut  poffint  for- 
tafle,  fi  velint !  Salluftii  graviffimum  opus, 
fapienti^  et  dignitate  plenum,  bene  intelligere,  - 
permagnum  eft;  apte  illuftrare,  egregium; 
belle  vertere,  admirandum,  Hsec  omnia  fi 
vir  privatus  effecifTet,  laude  dignus  efTet;  fi 
adolefcens,  honore  decorandus ;  fi  et  juvenis 
ct  princeps  juventutis,  fummis  honoribus  prae- 
conii  more  perfequendus. 

Linguse  TeftrzB    ftudium  dodiffimae   com 
plures  jam  annos  intermifi ;  fed  memini  me 
Alonzi  heroicum  poema,  GarcilafE  earmina^ 
Cervantis  lepidas  fabellas,  magna  cum  volup-- 
tate  legilTe.  Nihil  tameii,  ita  fortunate  vivam. 


401 
eleganttus  aut  polkius  legi,  quam  Sahiftli  ver- 
fionem  -,  et  libent^r  doaiffimo  auflori  aflen- 
tior,cuni  dicat  in  pirooemio,  '*  linguam  vefiram 
**  ad  Latini  ■  fermoms  gravitatem  proxime  ac* 
*'  cedere."  Pergat  igitur  juvenis  amabiliffi- 
mus  cura  de  patrii  fu^  turn  de  humano  genere 
bene  mei'eri;  efficiatqueut  omnibus  hujus  ffivi 
principibus  viris  facile  fit  anteponendus.  Si 
mihi  liceat  eloqui  quod  ientio,  aiidtor  fim  ut 
M.  Tullii  fere  divinis  operibus  quam  diligen- 
tiflime  navet  operam;  qu?e  neminem  unquanj. 
legifle  puto,  quin  legendo  fadus  fit  et  eloquen* 
tior  et  doftior.  Digna  eft  admirabilis  ilia  ad 
Quintum  fratrem  de  provineid  adminiftrand^ 
epiftola,  quse  abomnibus  in  terrarum  orbe  ire- 
gibus  memoriter  quotidie  recitetqr.  ,  Dignl 
funt  libri  de  Officiis,  de  Finibus,  de  Quaeftioni* 
bus  Tufculanis,  qui  centi^s  perlegantur.  Dignse 
Orationes  fere  fexaginta  quae  in  omnes  Europse 
linguas  convertantur.  Nee  vereor  affirmare 
iedecim  illos  epiftolarum  ad  Atticum  libros 
hifloriis  fere  omnibus  (Salluftio  excepto)  prse* 
ilare.  Quod  ad  tua  ipfius  opera  attinet,  liber 
tuusjucundiffiraus  a  mediligenter  eUe<Suseft 

Ijfe—V.  it  D  » 
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et  Ieg6tur.— Audio  te  ejufdem'  verfiotiem  La- 
tinam  meditari,  quara  ut  perficias  aro,.  gen- 
tium exterarum  gratia.  'Nihil  in  eo  qupd  fit 
rautandum  video,  nihil  quod  non  laudan- 
dum.  Pervelim  plufes  tuos  antiquitatum 
Afiaticarum  et  Africanarum  libros  in  lucem 
proferas.  Ecquid  harum  rerum  ftudiofis  gra- 
tiufnc  op  tare  poffim  ?  Tu  interea,  vir  clariC- 
fime,  et  meo  et  reipubUcee  Uterarise  nomine, 
etiam  atque  etiam  vale.  ' 

No.  XXVIIL 
JONESIUS  G.  S.  MICHAELI,  S. 

Prid.  Non.  Novemti. 

Peto  a  te  nc  me  putes  libros  tuos  aut 
non  legiffe,  aut  led;os  neglexifle.  De  fabulis. 
Hebra2oru;m  neque  a.  te  prorfus.  diflentio,  nee 
tamen  ufquequaque  tibi  afl^entior.  Nolui  igi- 
tur,  re  nondum  fatis  explorat^  et  cognita,  ab 
opinione  vulgari  recedere.  Cjeterun*  com- 
mentarios  noftros  abs  te  probari  Iffitor.  Quod 
quasris,  ferione  Mufas  Afiaticas  et  politiore* 
literas  deferuerim,  nihil  fcito  efle  verius ;  nee  per 
viginti  annos  quidquamdehis  rebus  aut  fcribam 
aut  meditabor.     Totus  in  foro  fum,  et  in  juris 
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nojftri  ftudio  Im^tccv  s\a.x<>y.   tua  tameti  opera, 
teque  ipfum,  vir  optlme  atque  humaniflime, 
plurimi  femper  faciam.     Vale ! 

No,  XXIX. 
H.  A.  SCHULTENS  JONESIO,  S. 

ym.  6, 1775. 
Etfi  his  diebus,  quibus  molefti  et  info- 
liti  labores  totum  me  Occupatum  tenent,  ne  id 
quidem  temporis  mihi  fupeireft,  ut  de  epiftolis 
exornandis  cogitare  liceat,  tamen  non  pOtui 
doftiffimo  Bjornftahlio  nihil  literarum  ad  te 
dare,  cum  ut  haberet,  quo  optatus  ipfe 
aditus  .  ad  te  patefieret;  turn,  ut  vi4ereS| 
me  tui  non  immemorem  vlverc-^jucun* 
dum  tibi  erit  cum  Sueco  noftro  Phila- 
rabe  colloquium.  Non  tantum  enitrj.  mul-* 
torum  hominum  mores  vidit  et  urbes, 
fed  Orientales  etiam  literas  et  callet  egr^gie 
ct  amat  vehement^r.  Deliciis  (non  olim,  ut 
fcribis,  fed  etiam  nunc)  tuis  addidium  fcio  per** 
gratum  tibi  futurum. — Accepi  utrafque  tuas 
literas.  Priorcs,  quas  Campbello  dederas  ad 
,me  perferendas,  reddidit  mihi  ejus  avunculus 
Cunningham,  mercator  hac  in  urbe  degqns» 

D  D  2 
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Ipfum  adolefcentulum  nondurn  vidi.  Mlflus 
eft  in  Iiidum  quendam  aliquot  milliaribus  hinc 
diffitum.  Si  hue  redierit,  conabor,  quaicunque 
in  re  potero,  memet  utilem  ei  prsftare : — ad 
alteras  brevi  refpondebo,  Tu  interim,  mi  Jo- 
nefi,  fac  ut  valeaa,  meque  amare  perge;.  Op-. 
timam  tuam  matrem  et  fororem,  csterofque 
<:ommuncs  amicos,  meo  nomine  falutes  qua^m 
plurimum,— Vak. 

l)abam  Amftelodami, 
vi  Januarii,  1775. 

No.  XXX. 
J0NESIUS  REVICZKiO,  S. 

BaU  Londini,  xiv  Kal.  Feb.  Jinm  \f1S, 
Noli  putare  me  tui  oblitum,  quod  raras 
a  raeliteras  acc^pifti;  neque  enim  habui  cui 
rede.fafciculum  darem,  nee  tabellariisrincertfc 
isirx'^v.  noftram  familigrep  volui  conimittere, 
Nefqio  prffitere:a  an  hoc  literularum  ad  te  per- 
venturum  fit,  et  vereor  de  re  qualibet  apertius, 
ut  foleo,  loqui;  cum  tua  ad  me  humaniiliraa 
cpiftola,  Varfovis  Idih.  Jan.  data,  refignata 
mihi  reddita  fit,qupd  puto  hj^nenoftram  fore, 
priufquam  tu  illam  recipics.  Me  fcito  infinitis 
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I'n  urb^  et  m  toga  occupatlonibus  impediri, 
^uo  minus  literisdem  operam.  Librosedidi 
duoa;  quos  turn  deifium  accipies^  cum  aliquem 
invenero,  cui  prudenter  eos  committam.  Scribe 
ad  me  lit^ras,  amabo  te:  jdihil  mihi  amicitil 
tua  jucundiusefle  poteft.  Quam  vellem  aut  tu 
hue  venifTes,  aut  ego  iftuc;,  ut  una  vivere  poC? 
femus.  Difplicuit  mihi  legatio  Turcica.  Vi-? 
vam  in  patrid,  quae  bonis  civibus  haud  facil^^ 
caret;  jamdudum  enim  a-xKein,.  O,  qu^m  Ise- 
I'arer,  fi  te  hue  legatum  videre  poflem :  haucj 
inviderem  aut  Europae  aut  Afias  regibus !  Tu 
interea,  mi  Reviczki,  etiam  atque  ctiam 
valel  ,^  .  '  . 

No.  XXXI." 
ilEVIGZKIUS-JONESIQ,  S. 

Quanta  fim  iaetitid  affeftus,  accepti's 
tuis  timantiffimis  lit^is,  facile  perfpicies,  fi 
amorem  in  te  meum  plene  cognitum  habueris. 
Ego  ocGUpationibus  quibus  eram  hadenus 
impeditus,  freqUentius  hoc  tanto  folatio  frui 
non  potui,  idque  humaniffime  a  te  fadum  ag- 
feofco,  ut  eo  tempore  acciperem  tuas  literas 
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quft.non  e?jj)eaafem.  Et{j  autemtutlus  fpre 
cre4ideriiii  nequid  Utiris  committattius,  qiiod, 
fi  prolatum  fit,  molefte  feramusj  tamett  tefig- 
nationem  epiftojae  meae,  de  qu4  me  edoces,  ca- 
fui  J)Otius  quam  ftudio  tribuo.  Non  dubito 
;  quin  oceupatiffiirius  fis,  cui^ite  forenfibus  exer- 
cltationibus  totum  dedideris.  Quar6  non  equi- 
dem  jam  te  rogo  ut  ad  me  aflidu6  fcribas,  fed 
hoti  te  fcire  volo,  quod  mihi  ad  fcribenduni 
plus  otii  quam  antea  contigerit,  poftquam  ex- 
aflia  nuperrime  biennalibus  comitiia  (tsedio 
autem  fascularibus)  laborem  pene  omnem  ex- 
aritlavr.  Haec  de  publicls  negotiis  harum  par- 
tium. — De  Britannicis  aiitem  nihil  cognovi 
ex  tuis  Uteris;  fed  ex  aliis  abund6  comperio 
quantum  vos  qoloniarura  interni  motus,  et 
bello  externo  dilBciliofes,  ex^gitant.  Me  jam 
itouneri?  et  officii  mei,  non  tam  ardul  qualm  in-, 
grati*  faftidium  cepi^;  nee  alia  mihi  confolatio 
eft  hujus  ingentis  moleftiae,  nifi  quod  fpero 
non  ampUus  longiorem  annua  fore.  Na2  eg6 
(gflem  Londini  lib^nter,  atque  utinam  aliquod 
In  Ulaiifbe  Reipublicas  meze,  waXi«)tov  opus  effi- 
cerej  et  navare  mihi  Uceat,  ><«] «?  ra  /Sb^^^ijv  x«i 
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Ksv  -proXmspSi-ov  bIby,  nihil  fane  tall  provlncl4  jucun- 
dlus  accidere  mlhl  poffet.^  Quod  fi  Dils  in- 
fperatb  vifum  fuerlt,  tu  velim  mlhl  ibi  praefto 
fis,  ut  tuo  confortio  tu^que  familiaritate,  ut 
confuevi,  in  omnibus  rebus  utar.  Llbros  quos 
te  edldifle  fcrlbls,  nulla  mentione  argument!, ' 
confequl  aveo,  nee  dubito  quln  eorum  ledlone 
mlrum  in  modum  obleder.  Vale  j  et  ut  me 
ames,  vehement er  te  rogo. 

No.  XXXH. 
JONESrUS  H.  A.  SCHULTENS,  S. 

Vide  qua,ntum  a  lihertate  abfim,  ego 
fcUicet,  qui  r^^-si»y  -iy^uh^iotv  folebam  -  prse  me 
ferre  !  Volens  equidem,  atque  ade6  ardenter 
cupliens,  te'  Amftelodami  vlfere,  poUleitus 
etlam  tibl,  me  hoc  demum  anno  apud  te  fu- 
turum,  varlls  et  magnis  negotils  Londlnl  deti- 
neor.  Sclto  me  unum  efle  e  fexaginta  vlris 
lis,  qui'de  debltorlbus  bona  cedentlbus  judi- 
cant.  Officio  huic  fatis  Ineft  utilitatls,  lucri 
'  non  nlmis:  me  tamen  per  raajorem  anni  par- 
tem in  hac  urbe  defixum  tenet.  Adde  ftudla 
jDeceffaria,  et  forenfes  occupationes,  magnum-. 
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^tle  bpuS  refpotiddfidi  clientibtis  de  qtl^eftiofti- 
bus  juris.  Grscos  tamen  oratores  le(5lito ;  et 
Ifgei  utiliffimas  orationes  patrio  {ctm6ne  con- 
verti.  Quid  agit  interea  Meidanius?  quid  Ha- 
ririus  ?  Pergas  velim  ebs  ornare,  ita  tamen  ut 
cures  valetudinem.     Vale ! 

vij  Id.  Dec.  mdcclxxvi. 

No.  JCXlIII. 

U.  A.  SCHULTENS  JONESIO,  S. 

Dici  vix  poteft  qtiantopere  me  exhilara- 
fent  liters  tuas,  breves  illae  quidem,  fed  ofEcii" 
ct  humanitatis  pleniflimSB.  Pudet  pi-ofedto, 
me  tam  fero  ad  eas  refcribere,  ut  jure  mihi 
videat  a  te  reprehendcndus,  tanquam  tuorum 
erga  me  beneficiorum  parum  memor:  quam 
verb  fufpicionem  graviffimam  ut  omni  vi  at- 
(|ue  opera  deptecor,  fic  nolo  equidem,  nee  pof- 
fum,  omnem  riegligentiae  culpam  prorfus  dif- 
fiteri, — Habes,  mi  Johefj,  reum  confitentem  ; 
fed  ignofcas,  quaefc,  meliora  in  futurum  poUi* 
centi. — Praeterea  mults  funt  et  infiinitae  ferd 
tjccupationes  measj  qu^  me  vix  fmunt  refpir> 


f&te, — certe  fcribere  volentetti  pontinuo  ju- 
bent  officium  illud  in  aliud  tempus  rejicere. 
Jufta  tibi  videbitur  hsee  excufatio,  ubi  dixero, 
de  Meidanio  meo  per  bos  5  menfes  ne  quideig. 
fuifle  cogitatum.  Nuac  verb,  paulo  plus  otii 
iiadtus,  intermiflum  laboreim  brevi  refumam, 
cujus  perfequendi  ttioleftiam  multiiin  fubleva- 
bit  ingens  et  rarum  beneficium,  quod  a  biblip? 
thecas  Leidenfis  curatoribus  nuper  impetravi» 
ut  non  tantum  dodicem  Meidanii,  fed  alip.$ 
ctiam,  quibus  indigeo,  hue  mecum  deferam, 
eofque,  quamdiu.opus  erit,  in  ufus  meos  adhi- 
beam.  Itaque  tam  infigni  benevolentia  miri- 
fide  adjutus,  pergam  acriter,  quantum  per  alia$ 
OGCupationes  licebit,  in  defcribendo  codice^ 
conficiendis  indicibus  neceflariis,  (fine  quibus 
in  tali  opere  exfequendo  nihil  proficitur,)  et 
augendo  atque  orn^ndo  omni  editionis  appa- 
ratu,  qui  jam  paulatim  fub  manibus  coepit  inr 
crefcere; — utinam  modo  liceret  omne  illud 
tempus,  quod  multum  reludanti,  segerrime^ 
que  interdum  ferenti,  furripiunt  ctijufcunqiie 
generis  ledtiones,  quas  dicimus,  coram  difci- 
pujis,  aUifve  axiditoribus  cum  publice,  turn 
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ptivitim,  habendsE,  his  raeis  dellciis  unice  Im- 
pendere. — Sed  tres,  quatuorve  annos  praevldeo 
in  hoc  piftrino  adhuc  fore  confumendos,  nee  ' 
prius  me  inde  liberandum,  qiiara  majore,  re- 
rum  Copia  infttu£to,  facile  mihi  erit  hujufmodi 
recitationes  abfque  longa  meditatione  efFun- 
dere,  et,  ut  nos  dicere  folemus,  tanquam  ex 
manica  excutere: — interim  jacet  Haririus,  ja- 
cent  poet^  Arabes;  jacent  etiam,  quod  vc- 
hementer  dolco,  JIterae  Perficaj,  moJles  ilia:  et 
elegantes,  quarum  addifcendarum  tua  me  tant 
cupiditate  incendifti,  ut  quidquid  evenerit,  fi 
modo  vivam  et  valeam,  certum  fit  delibera- 
tumque,  raro  apud  nos  exemplo,  totum  me  illis 
tradfere,  De  edendo  Haririo  pariim  abefl,  ut 
defperem.  Conftitueram  folum  textum  exhi- 
bere,  ex  optimis,  qui  ad  manum  erant,  codi- 
cibus  expreflum,  eique  verfionem  ab  Avo  pa- 
ratam  et  abfolutam  adjungere  :— hoc  fi  praefta- 
rem,  videbar  mihi  fine  temporis  difpendio,  et 
interea  dum  aliud  agerem,  utilitati  publicsefa- 
tis  confulere.  Sed  funt,  quorum  judicio  mul- 
tum  mihi  deferendum  cft.partim  etiam  volun- 
tate  obtemperandum,  qui  confilium  illud  dif- 
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fuadeant,  et  ferio  hortentur,  ne  in  lucem  pro- 
deat  fine  excerptis  ex  Tebrizio  aliifve  gram- 
matici's,  vel  etiain  fine  annotationibus  quibuf- 
dam  meis.     Ego  quidem  non  ita  fentio:  fed 
eft  horum  auftoritati  cedendum,ide6queexpec- 
tandum,  donee  major  mihi  facUltas  fit  talem 
editionem  rite  ornandi.     Scheidius  nofter  his 
diebus  edidit  primam  particylam  Lexici  Gieu- 
hariani,   quas   ex   capite   I,  five  b'JI  .,_^1 
ufque  ad  finem  literas    ,  s  ad  Li*    decurrit,    et 
200  fete  paginis  comprchenditur. — Pijtat  in- 
tegrum opus  cum  verfione  Hating  edenduiri, 
10  volumina,  unumquodque  mille  paginarum 
fore  impleturum.     Diverfa  funt  hominum  ju- 
dicia.     Ipfe  quidem  in  perfequendo  tam  im- 
menfo  opere,  adeo  nullam  moleftiam  praevidet, 
ut  etiam  de  Phiruzabadid  aliifque  audloribus 
edendis  interdum  cogitet.     Alii  verb  inftitu- 
tum  arbitrantuf  infinitis  obfeptum  difEcultati- 
bus,  nee  unquam,   nifi  aureus  quidem  imber 
ipfi  decidat,  ad  finem  perducendum : — et  hoc 
quidem  unicum  eft,  quod  in  /irabicis  hodie  in- 
ter nos  agitur,  nifi  quod  Willmettus,  juvenis 
iheologus,  fed  eruditus,  gloflarium  parat  ia 


Hanrium,  Afabfliiadem^et  Coratium. — Ihci^ 
piefttibus  opus  utiliffimum,  quodque  multum 
|)foderit  ii^,  qiif,  Lexici  Gdliani  caritate;  qjuf- 
que  cdiiiparandi  difficultate,  folent  interdum 
&h  harurti  literarum  lludib  deterr^ri.  Mellor 
efi  Gffficarum  literarum  et  Latittarunt  apud 
ho§  conditio;  qudd  equidem  noil  invideo,  net 
Kiirorj  fed  ferreiri  adhuc  lenius,  fi  modo  aliqua 
hiijus  felicitatis  pars  in  Orientales  etiarn  literas 
f edundaret. — Hab^raus  Ruhrikeniutn  in  elabo- 
faildo  Velle'io  Paterculoj  Burmannum  in  Pro- 
pfertio,  Wyttenbachium  in  Plutarcho,  ToUJuni 
in  Apoiloftii  LexicO  Homericoj  eodem  quod 
fefl;  a  Villoifonio  in  Gallia  editum,  occupatos. 
Phalaridis  epiffol*,  de  quarum  au6tore  tanta 
fuit  ii^ifer  veftrates  Boyleium  et  Bentleium 
eorttrOverfia,  brevi  in  lucerti  emittentur.  Vi- 
dilitin  elegailtiflimam  Ruhnkeriii  diflertatib-* 
tierii  de  vitla  et  fcriptis  Lorigini?  Multa 
flint  ejus  exempla  in  Angliam  delata: — fm  vi- 
6$tiB,  eurabo,  ut,  dat^  occafione,  earn  accipias. 
Prddibif  etiam  intra  paucas  hebdoraadas  biblio-^ 
tbeea  quasdam  critica,  duobus  vel  tribiis  fafci- 
euii§,  quovis  anno,  edenda,  cujnfque  duplex 
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erit  InftUutum.  Alterura,  ut  novos  libros,  fe4 
optimos,  commemoret,  ex  omni  genere  lite* 
rarum,  quas  ad  eruditam  Antiqijitatem  p#rti» 
nent;  alterum,  ut  nova  quasdam  et  inedita, 
fubiadi  interfpergat.  Latent  quidem  ejus  aue=» 
tores,  irei  potius,  latere  cupiunt}  etfi  quofdan? 
illorum  certiffime  prodet   cilm  Jiaud  vulgaris 

,  ,  eruditio,  tuna  rara  fcribendi  elegantia.  Neg 
tamen  ita  flint  mihi  prorfus  igpoti,  quin  hog 
^ufim  confidenter  affirmare,  magnopere  tlbi 
hunc  libeilum  efle  placiturum; — fiint  autemiflt 
Ula  focletate  qpidam  ex  3.micis  meis  atque  fa* 
miliajibus,  qui  id  a  me  p^tant,  ut  commen.da'? 
tione  me&,  bibliopolam  Londini  habeant,  ad 
quern  poffint  exempla  qyaedam  tranfinittisre, 
Cogitavi  de  Elmfleyo,  cui  baud  grave  erit,  vU 
ginti,  vel  etiam  paucloribus  exempMsjeKpea^ri', 
quem  fueceffum  libellus  ifte  inter  vqs  fit  haM» 
tarns, — Sed  volui  prius  hAc  de  re  ad  te  fcri* 
bere^  ut  vel  ipfe,  vel  alius  quifquam  tuo  Ijor* 
tatu,  promptior  £t  ad  ilium  negotium  fufeipi* 
£ndum.     Eft  adhuc  aliud,  idqi^e  majoris  mo» 

''  inenti,  qiaod,  me  t^nquam  proxeneta  quodain 
uCif  vfih^Doenter  a,  te  flagitant;— nerope  m 
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OfientaKbus  Uteris,  imprimis  vero  ArshicUf 
-Perficifque  flonnulk  in  Bibliothecam  conferre 
cupientibus  audtorfui,  ut,  cilm  pau«i  libri  in 
Iioc  genere  prodeant,  pauciores  etiam  aliqua 
cOmmemoratiotffe  digni  fint,  vacuum  hunc  lo- 
cum relinquerent  brevioribus  diflertationibus 
<irx^ha,<!-fi.a.&i,  hxfpi^ouS'  vcl  quocunquc  tandagm  no- 
mine aliquid  acciperent,  quod  ad  haec  ftudia 
promovenda  egregie  conducat.  Ipfe  promifi, 
me  interdtim,  fi  nihil  melius  haberent,  bio- 
graphias  quafdam  ex  Jbn  Chalikane  fuppedita- 
turum.  Tunc  illi  laudare  quidem.  hoc  con- 
filium,  fimul  verb  vehementer  a  me  petere,  ut 
Johefio  hujufmodi  diatribas  -extorquerem  : — - 
nihil  fore,  quod  banc  bibliothecae  partem  or- 
natiorem  redderet  magifque  conimendaret : — ■ 
me,  fi  vera  fint,  quas  de  mutua  noftri  amicitia 
femper  in  ore  fei'o,  facile  illud  a  te  impetratu- 
rum.  Vides  igitur,  mi  Gulielme,  quo  me  ad- 
duxerit  frequens  tui  ergame  amoris  gloriatio: 
■—fed  pareo  eorum  voluritati  eo  lubentius,  quo 
pulchrior  mihi  inde  fpes  nafcitur,  gravem 
quam  fecimus  tui  jaduram,  aliqua  ratione  re- 
parandi. — Itaqpe  oro  te,  obfecrd  et  per  vete* 
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rem  ilhim  tuum  amorem  Mufarum  Orientt- 
lium,  quibus  tarn  flebile  tui  defiderium  reli- 
quifti:  per  ilium  ergo  amorem  obteftor,  ut, 
dumcommoda  tibi  eft  iis  gratlficandi  occafio, 
hanc  nobis  felicitatem  non  invideas.     Excute 
forulos ; — invenies  muka  parata,  perfedta,  nee 
indigna,     quje    lucem    adfpiciant:    quidquid 
mittes,  erit  illud  acceptlflimum,  ^t,  vel  addito 
tuo  nomine,  vel  omiflb,  uti  ipfe  hoc  jufferis, 
bibliothecse  inferetur.     Si  Anglice  qiiid  fcrip- 
tum  habeas,  nee  fit  tibi  ejus  Latine  vertendi 
opportunitas,  illud  equidem  lubfns-  fufcipiam, 
iftamque  verflonem  aliis,  qui  funt  Latine  fcrl- 
bendi  multo  me  peritiores,  examinandam  et 
corrigendam  tradens  curabo,  ne  tuae  laudi  at- 
que  exiftimatloni  aliquid  detrahatur. — Nihil 
prasterea  addetur,   omittetur,   vel  mutabitur,  . 
fed  omnia  erunt  tua  eadem  ilia,  quae  miferis: 
quam  in  rem,  fidem  meam,  fi  opus  effe  putas, 
fanctiffime  interpono. — Tu,  nifi  moleftum  eft, 
cito  raihi  refcribe,  noftrarque  petitioni  facilem 
te  praebe  ac  benignum. 

Gratulor  munus,  quod  aditum  tibi  ad  ma- 
jor.a  et  pinguiora  brevji  patefaciet.     Sed  amif- 
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ikth  llbertatetiij  rion  tam  tui,  quam  mei  cauiS, 
fiiolefte   fero.     Nemini,   ne  Anglo   quidem, 
mifera  eft  fervitus,  quas  in  utilitatem  publicam 
fufcepta,  virtutis  eft  et  meritorum  jufta  remu- 
iSeratio.     Mihi  autem,    qui,  dum  liber  eras, 
fruftra  te  expedavi,  imprimis  gravis  eft  ilia 
fua  fervitus,  quae  tui  videndi  fpem  fin  minus 
onanem  prascidit,  at  certe  minuit,  et  multum 
extentiat. — Hunc  tu  nobis  metum  eripej  et  fi 
quid  vacui  temporis   tibi  relidlum  eft;— erit 
aixitem  interdum,  nam  habes  59  focios  in  mu- 
iiere  tuo  tibi  adjundlos ; — id  quaefo  ne  praeter- 
mittas,  fed  hue  excurrens,  felicitatem  noftram 
jucundiflimo  tuo  adlpe61'u  et  colloquio  augeas 
quam  cumulatiffime.     Ego  quin  ad  vos  ali- 
quando   revertar,  non  defeflu   quodam  vo- 
luntatis retineor ;  tanta  enim   cum  voluptatfe 
xepeto,  memoria  tempus  illud,  quo  fuaviffima 
tu4  confuetudine  frui  mihi  licuit,  ut  ne  vivam,fi 
rion  ardefttiflimos  deilderio  teneor  in  eandem 
felicitatem  quaato  ocius  evolandi.  Necprohibet 
femporis  ariguftia,  quandoquidem  ita  fert  mu- 
neris  mei  ratio,  ut  per  nov'em  fere  menfes  pluri- 
tmis  negQtiis  obrutusj  tribus  reliquis  liber  fira 
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et  hpmp  mei  juri$.— Qjjid  igitur?— Dicanj 
quod  res  eft,  nee  turpe  exiftimabo  talia,  arnica 
indicdfle 

Sterile  ut  ubivis,  fie  etiam  in  Belgio  literatura 
Orientalis  folurq.  ijeceflaria  quidem  at  vitam 
laute  fatis  alendam  prasbet  j  quod  fuperfluum 
videri  pofletneutiquam  concedit.  Donee  igitur 
inexpedtataquajdamfertiiitas  advenerit,  itineris 
Anglici  iterum  fufcipiendi  fpe?  prorfus  mihi 
evanuit.  Sed  qua:  fors  fert,  aequo  feram  ani- 
mo.  Quandoquidem  verb  hujus  rei  mentio- 
nem  apud  te  injeci,  addanj  etiam  aliud,  in  quo 
tu  forfan  poteris  egregie  mihi  adjuyare.  Cpn- 
ftitui,  ut  rebus  meis  melius  coniulam.  eamque 
fuperfluitatem  confequar,  quae,  etfi  careripoteft, 
tamen  grata  eft  et  jucunda  fruentibus,  adolef?' 
centulum  circumfpicere,  quem  In  asdes  recljr 
piam,  cujufque  mores  dirigamac  gubernem:— 
fed  cupio  imprimis  ex  veftratibus  aliquem  re,- 
cipere,  cum  quod  irarius  foleiit  noftri  homines 
pueros  aliis  tradere,  tum  quod  mejius  vi^etur 
(vides  quam  ingenue  tepum  agam)  Anglo  cuir- 

Lite—V.n.  E  E 
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dam  Ubertatem  vendere,  a  quo  major  eft  lau- 
tior  merces  expe<5tanda.-r-Sed  monet  deficfens 
charta,  ut  tandem  definam  efle  verbofior.  Tu, 
fi  me  amas,  brevi  refcribes,  quid  tibi,  hdc  de 
re  videatur,  et  fi  quid  pdteris  meicaufi  effi- 
cere,  id  fcio  te  lubenter  facSurum: — Ego  qui- 
dem  nunquam  committam,  ut  quidquam,  quod 
prjeftare  poffim,  a  me  fruftra  petas.  Uxor  mea 
mecum  te  optimamque  matrem  tuam  et  foro- 
r^m  plurimum  falyere  jubet.  Vale,  mi  Jonefi, 
Schultenfiumque  tuum  amare  perge. 
Amfteledami,  Prid.  Non.  Mail. 

XXXIV. 
JONESIUS  H.  A.  SCHULTENS,  S. 

Amice  tibi  et  fuaviter  hortanti,  ut  novo 
operi  apud  vos  mox  edendo  ipccvov  meum  con- 
ferrem,  certe  non  deeflem,  fed  pangerem  nef- 
cio  quid,  ut  pofiem ;  nifi  omnino  «gerem  otio. 
CumenimofEciummeumjudiciab,tumforenfis 
labor,  lucubrationes  continual,  dicendi  medit^* 
ti6,adtio  caufarum,et  injure  refpondendi  mu- 
nus,  vix  horulam  mihi  concedunt^d  fotiinum, 
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et  ad  eihim  capiendum.  Quod  me  j.ucundlf- 
fime  fecefti.  certiorem  quid  tu  agas,  quidque 
in  patrid  tua  agatur,  gratias  ago.  maximas. 
JEgo  fi  quern  Anglumgenero,fum  et  bene  locu- 
plQteni  invenero,  qui  vel  filium  veLpupillurn 
ad  recolendas  humaniores  literas  iftinc  mit- 
tere  voluerit ;  laudi§  tuae  me  verum  pirseconera 
fore  poUiceor,  nee  in  re  qu^piam  tibi  defmu- 
f  am.  Hoc  tamen  quam  fit  inqertum,  tu  noa 
ignoras.  Vale,  meque  dilige.  . 
IV.  Cal.  Jul.  1777. 

No.  "XXXV. 
REVICZKIUS   JONESIO,  S. 

Varsoyite,  17  Martii,  1779. 

Pertulit  ad  me  nuper  Duninius  binos 

tuosvariae  eruditionis  libros,  noviifime  in  lu- 

cem  edjitos,  quibus  yehementer  delegatus  fum; 

nam  et  memorem  te  adhuc  mei  ex  munere 

hoc  gratus  recognovi,  etfingularis  ilia  dodlrina, 

qu4  fcripta  tua  referta  luxuriant,  voluptatem, 

cum  profe<3:u  Icgenti  adtulit,  et  ad  obliterata 

penejamin  animo  meo  hujufcemodi  ftudia, 

itefum  recoleiida,  ftimulum  addidit.     Vitam 

E  E  2 
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Perfici  Sebaeh  Nadir  jam  atttea  prlnceps  Ada- 
mus  Czartorifki  Unguis  Orientis  non  infeliciter 
addidus,  legendam  mihi  obtulit,  et  quae  in 
diatribe  adjunfta  honorifice  de  me  meminifti 
indigitayxt;  fed  ea  quidem  amori  erga  me  tuo 
unice  adfcripta  velim.  Nunc  quod  amoenio- 
ribus  Uteris  nuneium  dare,  et  Themidis  facra- 
rio  unice  te  devovere  decreveris,  fine  Reipub- 
Ucae  Uterarias  ja£tur4  fieri  pofle  non  cenfeo, 
neque  futurum  fpero,  quin  te  Melpomene  naf. 
centem  vidit,  et  nolentem  volentem  fub  fuo 
imperio  coercebit.  Mihi  jam  in  feptimum 
annum,  et  ad  faftidlum  uf^ue  Viftulje,  Uttora 
coluntur,  felipioribus  mutanda,  ni  fallor,  ex- 
tinclo,  fi  diis  placet,  in  Germanic  bello, 
Quanto  gratius  in  Britannid  hec  longe  a  te, 
tempus'meum  tra,nfigerem,  fi  me  fata  meis  pa- 
terentur  ducere  vitam  aufpiciis!  Sed  quocuni^ 
que  locorum  forte  compulfiis  fuero,  amare  te 
non  definam.     Vale, 

No.  XXXVL  '  ;.,.    ", 

H.  A.  SCHULI^ENS  JONE^IO,  S. 
Quanquam  plurlmis  qccupationiby?  et 
fiEpius  et  nunc  maxime  impedior,  a  confcri- 
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bendis  epiftolis,  per  quas  veterls  amicltias  me- 
moria  recolatur,  a  cujus  rei  fuavitate  atque 
deledatione  molefte  fero  me  abduci:  tamen 
tale  mihi  videtur  argumentum  literarum  tua^ 
rum,  quas  his  diebus  accepi,  ut  melius  fit  tri- 
bus  duntaxat  verbis  ad  eas  rcfpondere,  quam, 
dum  melibrem  quaero  fcnbendi  oppoftunita- 
tem,  nimi4  cuinflatione  efficere,  ut  vel  nihil 
ad  caufam  tuam,  quae  in  fummo  meo  erga  te 
iludio,  quam  maxime  mea  eft,  jtivahdam 
prseftare  queam,  vel,  etfi  a  me  juvari  non 
poffis,  in  fufpicionem  veniam  negligentias  in 
amicis  colendis,  eorumque  voluntati  ac  defi- 
derio  obtemperandb. 

Enimver&j  mi  Jonefi,  intellexi  tuam  petitio- 
nem  graviffimi  muneris,  ac  glorioiiflimi,  quod, 
fi  virtute  non  fautoribus  ambiendum  fit,  baud 
fcio  in  quem  conferri  poflSt  te  digniorem,  at- 
que omatiorem  cum  ingenio,  plurimamm  re- 
rum  utiliffimarum  cognitione,  admirabili  elo^ 
quentiae  vi  et  praeftaritidj  turn  verb  patriae  ac 
libertatis  amantiorem,  qui  communi  rerum 
veftrarum  ealamitati  fuccurrat  majore  confilio, 
prudenti^,  fortitudine,  animi  integritate,  cul 
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ig'itur  alma  Mater  noftra  (nam  patfel^e  mehkd 
appellatione  pietatis  meo  feiifui  gratificari)  fa- 
lutis  ac  profperitatis  fuae  curam  tutius  com- 
mittat. 

Sed  hunc  tmim,  qui  palam  cognitus  eft, 
libertatis  amorem  nonne  in  Mc  temporum 
perverfitatetibiputas  nociturum  efFe  ?  Ferefltfle 
plurimi,  a  quorum  fufFragiis  earespendet,per- 
fonam  Academiae  in  comitiis  publicis  k  yuUs 
Melefigono  fuftineri?  Belgse  quidem  de  rerum 
vdlrarum  ftatu  fie  jiidicaht,  difficile  efle  bono 
viro,  qui  libertatis  amorem  publice  profiteatur, 
ad  rempublicam  gerendam  admoveri. 

Verum  hcec  dices  nihil  ad  ffle  pertinerej 
modo  quodbunque  in  me  eft,  omni  ftudia 
conferam  ad  caijfam  tuam  promovendaih.  At- 
que  hoc  ipfum  eft,  de  quo  vfelim  paul6  plura 
ex  te  fcifcitari  •  quomodo  et  apud  qtioS  illud 
ftudium  profifendum  fit  ac  declaraiiduin.  He-; 
beatmrie  poteftatem  fuffragium  mittendi,  cujuS 
ratio  pro  cauf4  tua  habeatur  ?  Id  quidenx 
'vix  credidero.  Ar^  ver6  ex  amicis  mfeis'' 
Oxonienfibus  illi  compellandi  fintj  a  quorum 
anjicUia,  benevolentiaj  et  humanitate  aliquid 
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fperare  aufim,  yeluti  Kennicottus,  Whitius,^ 
Winftanlejus?     Tu  mihi  prim4   mox   occa- 
iione  refcribas,  atque  indices  quid  agendum 
lit.     Habebis  me  tui  ftudiofiflimum,  nee  uUd 
in  re  patiar  officium  meum  tibi  deefe. 

Ego  nunc  Leldce  verfor,  ubi  ante  annum 
fere  cum  dimidio,  Patri  meo  defun£ho  fucceffi 
in  munere  docendarum  literafum  Orientalium. 
Sed  de  his  rebus  cupip  propediem  pluribusad 
tefcritere.  Nam  vehementer  etiam  fcire  cupio 
quid  tu  agas,  quid  agant  mater  tua  foemina- 
rum  optima,  et  foror  mihi  amiclflima.  Velim 
meo  nomine  plurimam  iis  falutem  dicas,  et 
obfequii  atque  amicitiae  me^e  fignificationem 
ad  eas  perferas.  Vale,  mi  Jone^,  et  me  amare 
perge. 

Dabam,,Lugduni  Bat, 
Prid,  Kal.  Tun.  1780. 

Mifla  funt  quaedam  exempla  catalog!  biblio-- 
thecae  patris  mei,  quae  vendetur  menfe  Sepr 
tefnbri,  ad  bibliopolapi  Londinenfem,  puto 
ad  Elmflejjurn.  JEk>  iisjuffi  unum  ad  te  de- 
fer«. 


Nb.'XXXVIl. 
jONESItJS  H.  A.  SCHULTENS,  S* 

1,1  Kal.  Jun.  1781* 

Ego  de  belio  hoc  facinorifliijio  quid  fen- 
tiam,  tu  hon  ignoras ;  qtiantus  atitem  lim  ty- 
Jrannorum.  ofor,  quaiitus  verge  libertatis  fautOf 
et  Viiidex,  Gar  in  en  hctc  AieaiciifH  p^iiifd  kt=- 
mone  fcrlptiim,  dilucide  monurabit:  fed  iil- 
humanee  foreilt  literae  quae  humaniores  et  pu- 
tanttir  et  efle  deberit*  fi  vlri  literaH,  prseiertim 
ii  qui  ftudiis  deledlantur  iifdem,  bellum  pluf- 
quam  civile  gefei^eilt;  Perge  me  igitur  Ba- 
tavus  Anglum,  ut  facis,  amajrej  quemadmo^ 
dum  eg6  te,  Anglus  Batavum,  et  amo  et  ama- 
bo.  Scito  me  furl  nuper  hyemantem  et  feria- 
tum  feptem  ilia  ilbftrorum  Ardbuiii  Jufpenfa 
poemata,  ne  verficulo  quidem  omiflto,  Anglice 
reddidiflej  tbtum  opus,  cum  notis,  et  prooetnio 
de  vettiftloiribus  Atabiae  mdnumentlSi  proxi- 
mis  asftivis  feriis  in'  liicetn  proferi^  ftatui. 
!r/3^;^/z;&// commentarium  ipfe  po^ideo;  Zou- 
'ztnii  mkfapf airi)'  et  notuks  pcrutiles,  cujuis  librl 
pulchrius  exemplar  Lutetise  utendum  aGcepi> 
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benignlfllm^  jnihi  ^ommodavlt  collegluni 
Trinitatis  Cantabrigienfe.  ^aSi  nbtas  et  vqU 
fionem  Perficam  cum  Afifarii  fchpliis,  et  In* 
figni  Obeidallee  editione,  Oxonii  habemus; 
fed  omnin6  omnes  editioncs  et  commentarios 
accedete  vehementer  cupio.  Avus  tuus  felicli 
memoritE,  quern  ego  niaxiitie,  ut  debeo,  fem-i 
per  facio,  carmina  haec  *'  "cedro  digna"  prae- 
dlcatj  feque  ait,  nifi  fallor,  codicem  Nahafi 
Leydenfem  in  proprios  ufus  tranfcripfiile* 
PrjBterea  in  bibliothecae  locupletiflima*  SehuU 
tejifiana  indicc,  cujus  unum  exemplar,  Him- 
tero,  amico  med,  fideliteif  tradidi,  alteram  ipfe 
avide  pervolutayi,  base  Verba  l^it  "  6990* 
Septem  Moallakat  Arab,  pucherrime  fcripta." 
Ecquk,  amab6,  codicem  hunc  emptum  pofE-' 
det?  Quonam  veniet  pretio?  boletj  empto- 
rem  m^  non  fuifle;  fed  ego  tunc  variis  et 
magnis  negotiis  i'p(efitfpenfus  dit  fufpenjis  czx- 
inibus.fie  cogitavi  quidem*  Adjuva  me,  per 
mufas  bro,  in  opere  hocmeolauta  fupelleEtile 
ofnando;  et  quicquid  babes  vel.  notarum  vel 
leftiohutn  Vafiarum  apud  te  reconditum,  de- 
prdme  atque  imperti.  Multa  de  famili4  tui 
f)i>.a>«ei  dixi  in  prooemio,'  plura  et  magniftca. 
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fed  et  ^tefa  dlAurus.  Scire  in  primis  velim, 
uUufiie  e  feptem  pdetis,  prseter  Amriolkaijum 
ft  Tarafem'LTiivait  redditusapud  vos  pfodierit. 
Librum  /meunij  quem  bene  nitidam  reddet 
Baumgar-tius  .pumex,  expefta.  Mater  jnei 
diledliffima  omnium  vcwXiexM'csifuit,  ut  femper 
putavi,  optima;  eft,  ut  confido,  fan6iiffimaj 
^o  me  Itidu  macerare  non  definam.  Te  et 
Schultenfiam  tuam  bene  valere,  fi  quam  citif- 
fime  certior  fadusi  fuero,  id  mihi  erit  gratif- 
fimum.     Yale.     •    ,.     j     •  ;  ; 

i-  'N^.  XXXVIII. 

Bafon  REV^CZKY  to  Sir  W.  JONES. 

Londres,  ^0  Juin,  1789. 

MONSIEUR, 

.'■■,  ■_  *.  _     ,      V,-;':^in  j'  '     •     i.'J-iv  ■  >.  • 

Par  la  Veftale,  fregate  qui  devoit  conduife 

a  la  Chine  le  Colonel  Cathcart,  je  vous  ai  en- 
veye  une  lettre,  Monfieur,  ea  reponfe  a  une 

belle  epitre  Perfanne,  que  le  Sr.  Elmfley  libraire 

- .  '  :i  . '  ■,     > .  v'J    .'    „■>  ill  -  - '       ••■'-! 
dans  le  Strand  m  a  fsiittenir  de  votre  part,  et 

qui  m'a  fervi  d'un  temoignage  bien  agreable 

du  precieux  fouvenir  dont  vous  continuez  a 

ni'honorer,  fnalgre  la  diftance  des  lieux  qui 


nous  fepare.  Mais  j'j^l  ffu  qup  le  Colpnglr 
etant  raort  en  pliemin  la  y^i^le  ^p^^  retouj:* 
n^e  en  Angleterre,  et  j'ai  lieu  de  fpup9pRneir 
que  par  cet  ^c^^id^nt  m?.  lettre;  n'a  p^s  atteint 
fa  deftination.,  J'ai  recu  depuis  peu  uniiiT. 
perbe  oqyrage  que  yous  avez  fait  imprimera 
Cgilputti}-  et  qui  feroit  honiieur  a  la  plus  celebEi 
imprimerie  .de  rEurope,.accoinpagne  d'une 
auffi  elegante  qu'obligeante  lettre,  pii  j'ai  re^^ 
CPnnue  )a  main  de  quelque  tres-habile  Chattat, 
fijefuis  encpre  en  etat  d'enjuger,  careny^rite^ 
faute  de  cpntinuer  a  cultiver  les  langues  0,ri!=. 
entales,  elks  me  font  devenues  fi  etrangere§, 
que  fi  je  n'en  avois  jamais  rien  appris.  'Je 
n'^i  pas  encpre  yu  la  belle  ecriture  Arabe  fi 
bien  rendue  par  rimpriraerie,  que  dans  1^ 
poeme  Perfan  dpnt  vpus  m'avez  fait  I'hpnneur 
de  me  gratifier.  Je  fuis  bien  facbe  que  peq.^ 
daJit  mpn  fejpur  a  Lpndres  j'ai  gte  prive  d§ 
yptrg .  chere  compagnie,  qui  m'auroit  gte  d'ung 
refpurce  infinie;  etj'ignpre  encpre  fijejpuirai 
4e  ce  bpnheur  Iprs  de  yptre  retpur,  me  vpyant 
pbjige  de  fuivre  bientot  ma  npuve41e  deflinaT 
^ipn  a  NapleS|  Pil  I'Empereur  m'a  npmtne  fori 
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Miniftre.  Mais  quelle  que  foit  ma  deftinee, 
je  vous  prie  d'^re  perfuade,  que  I'abfence  et 
reloignement  ne  changei*ont  jamais  rfen  a  la 
refolution  que  j  'ai  prife  d'etre  toute  ma  vie  par 
teconftOiiTance  et  par  inclination^ 

Votit  tres  humble  et  tres  obeiflant,^ 

Serviteiir, 

REVICZKI. 
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Appendix.  A. 


27ie  Defign   of  "  Britain  Difaytiered^   an 

Heroic  Poem,  in  Twelve  Bmks, 

By  WILLIAM    JONES. 

Ne  carmine  quidem  liidere  contraritim  fue- 
rit :  ideoque  mihi  videtur  M.  Tulliua  tantum 
intulifle  eloquentize  lumen,  quod  in  hos  quo- 
que  ftudiorum  feceffus  excurrit. 

Quintxl.  Inflit.  I.  x.  5. 


J&e  Idea  of  an  Epic  Poem^  at   Spa,   July 
1770,  Anno  eetat.  23, 

BRITAIN  DISGOyERED: 

A    POEM. 
IN  TWELVE  BOOKS, 


THE   DESIGN. 


THE  firft  hint  of  this  poem  was  fug- 
gefted  by  a  paflage  in  a  letter  of  Spenfer  to 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  where  having  explained 
hjs  intention  in  writing  the  Fairy  Queen,  he 
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&MSi  thtxt  if  he  foiind  his  Image  ojF  Pt'ii^ce 
Arthur,  and  the  allegory  of  the  twelve  pri- 
■^ate  vihues  to  be  well  accepted,  he  might, 
perhaps,  be  encouraged  to  frame  the  other 
part  of  political  virtues  in  his  perfon,  after 
lie  came  to  be  king.  What  Spenfer  never 
lived  to  perform,  it  is  my  defigri  in  fome 
meafure  to  fupply,  and  in' the  fhort  intervals  ' 
of  my  leifure  from  the  fatigues  of  the  bar, 
to  finifh  an  heroic  poem  on  the  excellence 
of  pur  Conftitption,  and  the  chara6ler  of  a 
perfe6t  king  of  Engknd. 

When  this  idea  firft  prefented  itfelf  to  my 
mind,  I  found  myfelf  obliged,  though  uri- 
•wiliinglyi  to  follow  the  advice  of  Boffu,  who 
infiftsi  that  a  poet  fliould  choofe  his  fubjedl  in 
the  abflraft,  and  then  fearch  in  the  wide  field 
6f  univerfal  hiftory  for  a  hero  exadtly  fitted  to 
his  purpofe.  My  Jiero  was  not  eafy  to  be 
found  ;  for  the  flory  of  King  Arthur,  which 
tnight  have  been  excellent  in  the  fixteenth 
century,  has  loft  its  dignity  in  the  eighteenth; 
and  it  feemed  below  a  writer  of  any  genius 
to  adopt  entirely  a  plan  chalked  out  by  others  j 
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fiiot  to  menrfon,  that  Milton  had  a  defjgn  In 
his  youth,  of  making  Arthur  his  hero ;  that 
-Dry den  has  given  us  a  fketch  of  his  intended 
poem  on  the  fame  fubje6l ;  and  that  even 
^lackmore  had  taken  the  fime  ftory ;  whofe 
^eps  it  were  a  difgrace  to  follow. 

It  only  remains,  therefore,  to  have  recourfe 
to  allegory  and  tradition ;  and  to  give  the 
poem  a  double  fenfe ;  in  the  firft  of  which, 
Its  fufaje6t  is  fimply  this,  the  difcovery  of 
■our  ifland  by  the  Tyrian  adventurers,  who 
firft  gave  it  the  name  of  Britain ;  in  the  ik^ 
"cond,  or  allegorical  fenfe,  it  exhibits  thig  cha^ 
radter  abeve  mentioned,  of  a  perfed;  king  of 
this  country, — a  charadler  the  moft  glorious 
and  beneficial  of  any  that  the  warmeft  lma=- 
gination  can  form.  It  jeprefents  the  danger 
to  which  a  king  of  England  murft  neceflarily 
be  expofed,  the  vices  which  he  muft  avoid, 
and  the  virtues  and  ^reat  qualities  with  which 
he  muft  be  adorned.  On  the  whole,  Britaia 
pifcovered, -is  intended  as  a  poetical  panegy* 
PC  ofli  our  excellent  Conftitution,  and  as  a 
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ple%e  of  the  author  s  attacbment  to  it  j.  as  9. 
national  epic  poem,  like  thofe  of  Homer, 
Virgil,  Taffb,  Camoens,  defigned  'to  cele- 
brate the  honours  of  his  Country,  to  difplay 
io  a  ftriking  light  the  mod  important  princi- 
ples of  poHtics  and  morality,  and  to  inciilr 
cate  thefe  grand  maxims,  that  nothing  ca^ 
ihake  our  ftate,  while  the  true  liberty  of  the 
fubje£l:  remains  united  with  the  dignity  of 
the  fovereign,  and,  that  in  all  ftates,  virtue  is^ 
the  only  fure  balls  of  private  and  public  hap- 
pinefs. 

A  work  of  this  nature  might  indeed  have 
been  written  in  profe,  either  in  the  form  of 
a  treatife,  after  the  example  of  Ariftotle,  or 
of  a  dialogue,  in  the  manner  of  Tully, 
whole  fix  books  on  government  are  now  un- 
happily lofl ;  or  perhaps  in  imitation  of  Lord 
Eolingbroke,  who  has  left  us  fomething  of 
the  fanve  kind  in  his  idea  of  a  patriot  king : 
but  a?  poetry  has  the  allowed  advantage  over 
mere  prole,  of  inftilling  moral  precepts  in  a 
manner  more  lively  and  entertaining,  i|  wa§ 
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tKougk  proper  to  deliver  the  whole  fubjeta 
in  regular  meafure,  under  the  fiftion  of  an 
heroic  adventure. 

The  poem  will  be  written  in  rhyme,  like 
the  tranflation  of  the  Iliad  by  Pope,  and 
of  the  Eneid  by  Dryden ;  fmce  it  has  been 
found  by  experience,  that  the  verfes  of  thofe 
poets  not  only  make  a  deeper  imprellion  on 
the  mind,  but  are  more  eafily  retained  in  the 
memory,  than  blank  verfe,  which  mull  ne- 
cefTarily  be  too  difFufe,  and  in  general  can 
only  be  diftinguifhed  from  prpfe  by  the  affec- 
tation of  obfolete  or  foreign  idioms,  invef- 
fions,  and  fwelling  epithets,  all  tending  to 
deftroy  the  beauty  of  our  language,  which 
confifts  in  a  natural  fwectnefs  and  unaffected 
perfpicuity :  not  to  infift  that  a  writer  who 
finds  himfelf  obliged  to  confine  his  fentimentS 
in  a  narrow  circle,  will  be  lefs  liable  to  run 
into  luxuriance,  and  niote  likely  to  attain 
that  roundnefs  of  didion  fo  juftly  admired 
by  the  ancients*  As  to  the  monotony  which 
many  people  complain  of  in  oiir  Englifli 
rhymes,   that  defed,  which  is  certainly  nO 
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fmill  one,  if  We  admit  6'hly  tliofe  endings 
tvhich  are  exaAly  fitnilar,  mutt  be  com:jieh- 
fated  by  a  judicious  variatioil  of  the  p^uifes, 
an  artful  diverfity  of  modulation,  and  chiefly 
by  avoiding  too  near  a  returti  of  the  fame 
endings. 

The  machinery  is  taken  partly  from  the 
Socratic  dodrine  of  attendant  fpirits  or  be- 
nevolent angels,  like  Thyrfis  in  the  Mafqufe 
df  Comus  ;  and  partly  from  the  Scriptural  ac- 
count of  evil  fpirits  Worshipped  in  Afia,  un- 
der the  names  of  Baal,  Aftafte,  Nifroc,  Da- 
gori,  Mammon,  Moloch,  and  in  ancient 
Europe,  where  Ca:<imus  introduced  them 
under  thofe  of  Jupiter,  Venus,  Mars,  Nep- 
tune, Vulcan,  Pluto.  If  any  objedtion  be 
made  to  thefe  machines,  they  may  be  confi- 
'defed  as  allegorical,  like  Spenfer's  knights 
and  paynims ;  the  good  fpirits  may  be  faid 
to  reprefeilt  the  virtues,  arid  the  evil  ones  the 
vices. 

The  aaioh,  or  ftory  of  the  piece,  is  raifed 
tipon  the  tradition  before-mentioned,  that 
the  Phoenicians  fifft  difcoVered  the  ifland  o£ 
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BrltelQ. ;  but  the  reft  muft  be  wholly  fupplied 
by  invention. 

A  prince  of  Tyre,  therefore,  whom  we 
may  name  Eritanus  X3r  Britan,  flocked  at 
the  cruelty  of  his  countrymen  in  faicrfficing 
their  prifoners  to  idols,  and  at  their  impiety 
in  paying  divine  honours  to  evil  fpint-s.;  had 
meditated  a  voyage  to  fome  diftant  eoaft^ 
with  which  intent,  pretending  to  prepare  for 
an  expedition  againft  fome  rival  nation,  he 
had  built  a  number  -oi  barques,  and  fecured 
to  his  interefts  a  company  of  enterprizing 
youths,  but  was  doubtful  whither  he  fliould 
dire<51:  .his  courfe,  till  his  attendant  fpirit, 
Ramiel,  appeared  to  him  in  a  vifion,  com- 
mending his  pious  ;refDlution,  and  advifing 
him  to  feek  a  beautiful  ifle  in  the  weft,  where, 
after  a  variety  of  dangers  on  earth  and  fea, 
he  would  ;reign  in  peace,  and  be  the  proge- 
nitor of  a  noble  race,  who  would  profefs,a 
true  and  benevolent  religion,  and  excel  all 
other  nations  in  learning,  arts,  and  Valour. 
At  the  fame  time,  the  fpirit  fhewed  him'thM 
jpidure  of  a  lovely  nymph  who  th^n  ruled 
F  F  a 
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the  ifland,  attended  by  damfels  of  her  owii 
nature.  The  prince,  animated  by  this  vifion, 
and  deeply  enamoured  with  the  idea  of^  the 
nymph,  who,  in  the  allegorical  fenfe,  repre- 
fents  Liberty,  left  the  coaft  of  Phoenicia,  and 
failed  tow^ds  Egypt. 

Thefe  circUmftances,  being  prerious  to  the 
aftion,  are  not  related  till  the  fecond  book : 
for,  at  the  opening  of  the  poem,  after  the 
ufual  intfodudtion,  the  prince  is  brought  with 
his  companions  to  the  mouth  of  the  Nile; 
he  lands,  and  advances  towards  the  city  of 
Memphis,  but  is  met  in  a  foreft  by  Ramiel,^ 
in  the  fhape  of  a  venerable  fage,  who  con- 
dudls  him  to  the  palace  of  the  Egyptian  king, 
where  he  fees  the  temple  of  fcience,  the  py- 
ramids (then  juft  begun),  and  other  amaring 
edifices.  After  a  fplendid  repaft,  he  is  de- 
fired  to  relate  the  motives  of  his  voyage.- — 
The  fubjedl  of  the  next  book  has  been  already 
explained ;  but  it  will  be  diverfified,  like  all 
^^reft,  with  leveral  fpeeches,  defcriptions, 
ind  epifodes. — The  third  book  begins  with 
a  confultation  of  the  evil  deities  worj(hippe4 
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las? Phoenicia;  whofe  various  chara6ters  are 
delineated.  Thcid.ebate  is  opened  by  Baal, 
^yho,  in  a  furious  Ipeech,  complains  of  the 
infult  offered  to  their  temples  by  the  expe-^ 
dition  of  the  Tyrians,  and  difcourfes  with 
malignity  on  the  future  hp,ppinef§  of  their 
defcendants.  Various  ftratagems  are  pro-r 
pofed,  to  obftrU(5t  their  progrefs.  At  laft, 
Aftarte  offers  to  allure  the  chief  with  the  love 
of  pleafure,  Mammon  to  tempt  him  with 
riches;  Dagon  promifes  to  attack  his  fleet, 
Kifroc  to  engage  him  in  a  defperate  war, 
Moloch  to  aflifl  his  enemies  by  his  enchant- 
pent,  and  Baal  himfelf  to  fubvert  his  go- 
vernment,  by  inflilling  into  his  mind  a  fond- 
nefe  of  arbitrary  power.  In  the  mean  while, 
the  Tyrians  are  at  fea,  accompanied  by  Ra- 
miel,  who,  in  the  chara£ter  of  a  fage,  had 
offered  to  conduct  them ;  they  are  driven  by 
a  tempeft  bapk  to  Cyprus,  where  Aftarte,  in 
the  fliape  of  a  beautiful  princefs,  like  the 
nymph  before  defcribed,' attempts  tofeduce 
l^f  hero   by -all  the  allurements  of  vol|jp» 
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tuotifneCs,  which  he  refifts  at  length  by  th€ 
affiftance  of  the  •  guardian  fpirit,  and  leaves- 
the  ifiand,  where  he  had  almoft  been  induced 
to  fettle,  miftaking  it  for  the  weftern  ifle  de- 
fcribed  to  hirti  in  his  vifion.— In  the  fourth 
book,  after  an  invocation  to  the  nymphs  of 
Thames,    the   virgin   Albina   is   reprefented 
converfing  with  her  damfels  in  Albion  j — her. 
dream,  and  love  of  the  Tyrian  prince,  whofe 
image  had  been  ihewn  to  her  in  a  rivulet  by 
the  Genius  of  the  ifle.     The  Phoenicians, 
Janding  in  Crete,  are  received  by  Baal,  who 
had  taken  the  form  of  the  Cretan  king,  and 
difcourfes  to  the  prince  in  praife  of  tyranny^ 
but  is  confuted  by  the  fage.— The  fifth  book 
reprefents  a  nation  in  peace ;  a  meeting,  raif. 
ed  by  the  inftigation  of  Baal,  is  appeafed  j 
Arts,    inanufaftures,    and   fciences   begin   to 
flourifh.     As  the  Tyrians  fail  along  the  coaft 
of  the  Mediterranean,  the  fage,  at  the  requeft 
of  Britan,  defcribes  to  him  the  ftatf  qf  GreecCj 
Italy,  and  the  Gauls,  and  relates  rather  ob'^ 
itwcly,   by  way  pf  prophepy^  the  future 
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glory  and  decline,  ef  Athens  and  Rome.-.:; 
The  PhcEnicians  reach  the  ftreights,  at  the 
ppening  of  the  fixth  book.     The  evil  fpirits 
affemble,  and  determine,  fmce  moft  of  their 
ftratagems  had  failed,  to  attack  them  by  vio- 
lence.    Dagon  raifes  a  tempeft  and  a  great 
commotion  in  the  elements,  fo  that  the  whole 
fleet  is  covered  with  dafknefs:  Ranaiel  en- 
courages the  prince,  and,  pretending  to  re- 
tire from  danger  on  account  of  his  age,  fum- 
mons  a  legion  of  genii,  or  benevolent  angels, 
and  engages  the  evil  fpirits  in  the  air.    Nifroc, 
in  hopes  of  intimidating  Britan,  appears  to 
him  in  all  his  horrors ;  the  prince  expoftulates 
with  hirn,  and  darts  a  javelin  at  the  fpirit, 
but  is  feized  by  Mammon,  and  carried  in  a 
cloud  to  a  diftant  part  of  the  globe;    upon 
which,  Ramiel,  whofe  power  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  limited,  and  who  might  think 
that  the  virtue  of  the  prince  Ihould  be  put 
to  a  fevere  trial,  leaves  him  for  a  time,  and 
ilies,  in  his  own  fhape,    to  the  manfion  of 
the  beneficent  genii.— The  feventh  book  is 
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^vholly  taken,  up  with  a  defcriptlon  of  the 
oppofite  hemifphere,  to  which  the  prince  is 
conveyed  by  Mammon,    whofe  palace    and 
treafure  are   defcribed ;    the  Tynan  chief  is 
alraoll  tempted  to  defift  from  his  enterprife, 
and  tp  refide  in  America  with   the  adorers 
of    Mammon  :  —  the  inconveniences  of   an 
oligarchy  difplayed.     The  evil  fpirits  being 
.difperfed,  light  returns  to  the  Tyrians,  who 
find  themfelves  in  the  ocean,  but,    miffing 
their  leader  and  the  fage,  difpute  about  the 
regency,    and  are  on  the  point  of  feparatr 
ing ; — the  fianger  of  anarchy  :*  at  length  hav- 
ing an  admiral  aiid  a  commander,  they  land 
on  the  feo^ft  of  Gaul,    at  the  beginning  of 
the  eighth  book.     Nifroc  incites  the  king  of 
that  country  to  attack  them;  hence  is  deduced 
the  origin  of  the   national  enmity  between 
!the  Englifli  and  French,     The  guardian  fpi,- 
rits  affembje  ;  their  fpeeches ;  the  genius  of 
Albion  propofes    to  condu<Sb  Albina  to  the 
palace  pf  Mammon,  in  order  to  roufe  the 
jbero  from  his  inadlivity. — In  the  ninth  book, 
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the  war  in  Gaul  is  fuppo|-ted  with  alternate 
fuccefs,  and  various  heraes  diftinguifli  them- 
felves  on  both  fides  by  their  valour  or  virtue. 
Moloch  contrives   an    enchanted  valley  be- 
tween the  Gallic   city  and   the   Phoenician 
caiAp,  which  diftrefles  the  Tyrians  extreme- 
ly, who,  defpairing  of  the  prince's  return, 
are   encouraged   and  affifted  by   Ramiel. — 
In  the  tenth  book,    the   genius   appears  to 
•  Albina,  relates  to  her  the  fituation  of  Britan, 
and  pafles  with  her  difguifed  like  young  war- 
riors, through  the  centre  of  the  earth  ;    they 
rife  on  a  fudden  in  the  gardens  of  Mammon, 
and  difcover  themfelves  to  the  prince,  whp 
returns  with  them  to  Europe.— The  malevo- 
lent fpirits,  thus  baffled  in  all  their  attempts, 
debate,    in  the  eleventh  book,  upon  taking 
more  vigorous  mealures,  and  refolve  to  ha- 
zard a  decifive  battle  with  the  guardian  angels. 
The  war  in  Gaul  continued ;  a  bloody  com- 
bat ;  the  Tyrians  put  to  flight :  Britan  and 
Albina  appear  and  rally  them ;  the  evil  dei- 
ties defeated ;    Gaul  fubdued  j    the   Phoenir 
^ians  pafs  the  enchanted  valley.— In  the  laft 
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ho&k,  rfia  vidorious  army  march  alang 
the  coaft  of  France,  till  they  difcern  the 
rocks  of  Albion ;  upon  which,  they  embark 
and  crofs  the  channel,  attended  by  the  in- 
vifible  genii,  who  fit  in  the  fails.  The 
nuptials  of  Britan,  who  gives  his  name  to 
the  ifland,  with  Albina,  that  is,  in '  the  more 
hidden  fenfe,  of  royalty  with  liberty.  The 
Tyrians  choofe  their  brides  among  the  other 
jjymphs.  Ramiel  condufts  the  king  and 
queem  of  Britain  to  the  top  of  a  high  moun- 
tain, fmce  called  Dover  Cliff,  whence  he 
ihewa  theih  the  extent  of  their  empire^ 
points;  'to  its  different  rivers,  forefts,  and 
plains,  foretels  its  future  glory,  and,  having 
yefumed  his  celeftial  form,  fiies  to  heaven ; 
the  hero  and  nymph  defeend  from  the  moun-» 
tain  j^ftonifhed  and  delighted, 

BRITAIN  DISCOVERED, 

BOOK    I, 

Thb  darirg  chief  who  left  the  Tyrian  shore, 
And,  led  by  angels,  durst  new  seas  explore. 
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Commands  my  boldest  strain.    Thro'  dire  alarms. 
The  shock  of  tempests,  and  the  clash  of  arms. 
He  sought  the  main  where  blissful  Albioi^  lay. 
And,  heav'n-difended,  took  his  anxious  way.     ' 
The'  air-born  fiends  his  wand'ring  fleet  assail'd. 
With  impious  rage ;  yet  love  and  truth  prevail'd. 
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BRITAIN  DISCOVERED 

AN 

HEROIC    POEM. 


THE    ARGUMENTS. 


BOOK     I. 

THE    Phanicians    Jiaving    landed    near 

Tartejfus,  are  unkindly  received  by  the  nai- 

tives;    their  leader,  Brittan,  fends  Phenis^ 

and  Hermion,  as.  his  ambaffadors,  to  the  king 

cf  Iberia,  who  treats  then^  with  indignity, 

reje£ts  the  proffered  union,  and  qomrnandi? 

ttem  to  leave  his  coaft.     In  the  mean  time, 

the  prinde  of  Tyre  wanders,  to  meditate  oq 

liis  deftined  enterprife,  into  a  foreft ;  wher^ 

his  attendant  fpirit  appears  to   him  in  thg 

pharadler  of   a  Druid,    warns  him  of   ap-; 

proachipg  dangers,  and  exhorts  him  to  vifit 

in  difgujfe  the  court  of  king  Lusus;  he  con:? 

fents ;  is  conduced  to  the  banks  of  the  Ta- 

gus^  with  a  harp  and  oaken  garland ;  and  i^ 
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kofpitably  entertained  by'  the /foverdgn  of 
Lujitania,  "^ho  prevails  on  him  to  relate  the 
hiftorjrof  his'life  and  fortunes.  The  riarra-« 
tive  begins  from  his  vifion  of  Albione  in 
the  groves  of  Tyre,  and  his  confultation  of 
the  Memp&iafi  {ages,  to  his  arrival  in  Greece, 
He  vifits  Dido,  his  father's  fifter,  then  em- 
ployed in  building  Carthage.  A  debate  be- 
tween Phenix  and  the  Carthaginmn.  chiefe 
on  the  beft  poffible  form  of  .government. 

BOOK     II. 

The, gods  of  I>jdia  convened  'on  Mount 
Cailds,  by  Rudra  or  Mahddeva,  the  power  of 
deftrudlion ;  their  numbers,  chara<3ers,  ^tri- 
butes, and  attendants.  The  goddefs  Gangd 
announces  the  views  and  voyage  of  the 
Tyfian  hero ;  exprefles  her  apprehenfions 
of  his  ultimate  fuccefs,  but  advifes  the  moil 
vehement  oppofition  to  hita  ;  declaring,  that 
his  victory  will  prove  the  origin  of  a  won- 
derful nation,  who  will  pofTefs  themfelves  of 
her  banks,  pjofane  her  waters/  mock .  the 
temples  of  the  Indian  divinities,  appropriate 
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the  wiealth  tjf  their  adorers,  introduce  new 
laws,  a  new  religion,  a  new  governnvent,  in- 
fult  the  'Brahmens,  and  difregaf  d  the  facred 
ordinances  of  Brihnd^  After  a  falemn  de- 
hate,  it  is  agreed  to  exert  all  their  powers, 
and  to  begin  with  obftruding  the  paflage  of 
the  Thcenician  fleet  into  the  Atlantic^  by 
huriing  a  vafl:  mountain  into  the  ftraits ; 
they  proceed  immediately  to  a  variety  of  hof- 
tile  machinations. 

BOOK  iir. 
The  narrative  of  Brit  an  continued,  with 
a  defcription  of  the  Grecian  iflands,  ©f  the 
Italian  and  Gallic  fhores,  and  clofed  with 
an  account  of  the  tempeft  that  compelled 
him  to  land  on  the  coaft  of  Iberia.  The 
king  of  Iiufitania,  forefeeing  the  future  great- 
nefs  of  the  prince,  fecretly  envies  him,  but 
promifes  friendly  aid  in  private^  affignlng 
reafons  for  his  inability  to  give  >  open  fuc- 
cour.  Britaji  departs,  and  proceeds  toward 
Gauli  in  order  to  view  the  channel  and 
beautiful  ifle,  that  were  deftined  to  perpe- 
tuate his  name. 
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BOOK    IV. 

The  hero,  ftlll  difguifed^  and  attended  bf 
his  tutelaiy  genius^   travels  to  the  eoaft  bf 
Gmli  leafnl  that  thfe  king  of  that  eountf7> 
Gall  us,  itivited  hy  an  embafTy  from  Iberia^ 
.and  inftigia'ted  by  the  Hindu  god  of  battles, 
had  refolved   to  concur  in  extirpating   the 
Phcenicitskts  ;    and  is  ajppi-ifed,  tMt  the  -tar- 
ttjjians  had  adually  affailed  the  works  which 
his  army  had  raifed.     On  this,    he  returns 
with  incredible  cderity^ ;  while  the  benignant 
genii,  or  fpirits,  permitted  to  attend  on  fa- 
voured mortals,  hold  a  -fplen^did  eonventioft 
in  the  Eaipyrean. 

FOOK    V. 

-War  is  begun  i!n  form,  and  various  ac- 
tions of  heroes  are  related ;  the.  Indian  gods 
intermix  in  fight,  and  are  oppofed  by  the 
guardian  fpirits.  Tart-ejfus  taken  by  ftorm : 
in  a  council  of  Tyrian  chiefs,  it  is  propofed 
by  LekXy  to  leave  the  coaft  vi<ft>oi-io«e,  and 
foil  inftantiy  to  Albim;  but  the  impraCtiea- 
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billty  of  that  plan  is  evinced  by  a  mefTengei', 
who  announces  the  fudden  obftruftion  of  the 
fhips.  Brttan  then  propofes,  as  a  meafuire 
diftrefsful  but  neceflary,  to  purfue  their  courfe 
with  vigour  through  iBeria  and  Gaul\  that, 
if  conquered,  they  might  perifh  gloriouflyj 
if  conquerorSj  might  feize  the  hoftile  galleys, 
and  in  them  pafs  the  channel.  The  propo- 
fal  is  received  with  burfts  of  applaufe,  and 
the  Pheertician  troops  are  drawn  out  in  com- 
plete array. 

BOOK  vr. 
Various  exploits  and  events  in  battle.  The 
aftions  of  Indra,  god  of  air,  with  his  /even 
evil  genii ;  of  Rama,  Belabadra,  Nared,  and 
Cartic.  The  Tynans,  in  deep  diftrefs,  ap- 
ply to  Lusus,  who  affifts  them  coldly.  The 
Celts  are  every-where  fuccefsfiil  j  and  the 
Gallic  fleet  covers  the  bay. 

BOOK    VII. 

The  guardian  fpirit  prepares  the  nymph  , 
Albime  for   profperous   events ;    encourages 
Bri>«»,  but  announces  imminent  perils;  then 
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leaves  him  on  pretence  of  aflSfting  at  certain 
Druidical  rites.  A  terrible  combat  in  the 
air,  and  at  the  ftraits,  between  the  oppofmg 
gods  and  the  tutelary  angels ;  the  mountain 
is  rent  from  the  mouth  of  the  ftraits,  and 
becomes  a  floating  ifland,  which,  being  fixed, 
has  the  name  of  Madera^  and  is  given  to 
Lusus.  The  Phoenician  fleet  having  been 
with  difficulty  preferved  from  the  Agnyajlxa, 
or  fiery  darts  of  Mahefa,  fails  trmmphantly 
into  the  Atlantic,  after  a  furprifmg  retreat  of 
the  army  under  the  condudit  of  Britan. 

BOOK     VXII. 

The  Druid  returns  with  a  relation  of  ora- 
cular anfwers  in  the  Celtic  temples,  concern- 
ing the  deftiny  of  Albion,  and  the  Atlantides, 
or  New  World :  the  future  American  war 
and  the  defence  of  Gibraltar  by  diff*erent 
names,  are  obfcurely  fh  ado  wed  in  the  pre- 
diction. An  obftinate  naval  fight;  in  which, 
•Britan  is  wounded  by  an  arrow  of  fire,  but 
protefted  and  carried  from  the  fleet  by  his 
attendant  angel. 

it/e— V.  II.  G  G  , 
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BOOK     IX. 

The  genius  tranfports  Britan  to  the  ifle  of 
Aibion }  which  is  defcribed  by  its  mountains, 
vales,  and  rivers;  then  uninhabited,  except 
by  nymphs  and  tcings  of  a  fuperior  order. 
The  palace  and  gardens  oiAlbione;  who  com- 
pletes the  cure  of  her  lover,  and  acquiefces  in 
his  return  to  the  army ;  having  firft,  at  his 
requeft,  told  her  own  adventures,  and  related 
the  reparation  of  her  ifland  from  the  coaft  of 
Gaul. 

&00K     X. 

The  Gallic  army  arrayed :  the  aftlons  of 
their  chiefs.  A  variety  of  diftrefs  involves 
the  Tyrians  by  fea  and  land  ;  they  are -driven 
to  their  works,  and  enclofed  on  both  fides; 
until  their  prince  appearing  fuddenly  among 
them,  roufes  their  courage,  and  performs  the 
moft  heroic  achievements,  by  which  the  fcale 
of  fuccefs  is  completely  turned.  This  book 
contains  a  number  of  events  and  epifodes; 
among  them  is  the  death  and  funeral  of 
MfiLCARTi  the  Tyrian  Hercules. 
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BOOit      XI. 

The  Indian  deities  invite  thqfe  of  Tyre 
and  Syria  to  co-operate  with  them ;  prophe- 
fying  darkly  the  invafion  of  their  qmpire  by 
the  Croifaders ;  they  excufe  themfelves, 
equally  averfe  to  the  Gauls  and  to  all  the  na- 
tions of  Europe.  A  final  conflidt;  and  a 
complete  victory  in  every  element  by  the 
Phcenicians  over  Gallus  and  Iberus,  and  by  the 
protefting,  over  the  malignant  fpirits.  The 
vidtors  land  in  Albion,  fmce  called  Britain^ 
qn  the  coaft  of  HamOt  now  ilampjhire\  a 
defcription  of  the  triumph,  entertainments, 
and  fports. 

BOOK  Xir. 
The  nuptials  of  Britan  and  Albione,  or, 
allegorically,  of  Royalty  and  Liberty  united 
in  the  conftitution  of  England.  The  attend- 
ing Druid,  appearing  in  his  own  form  and 
in  all  his  fplendour,  predids  the  glories  of 
the  country,  and  itsdifafters;  but.  animate?, 
G  G  2 
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rather  than  alarms,  the  hero  and  nymph, 
whom  he  confoles,  whenever  he  aiBicts  them ; 
he  recommends  the  goyernment  of  the  In- 
dians by  their  own  laws.  He  then  flies,  his 
objed:  being  attained,  to  the  celeftial  regions; 
they  apply  themfelves  to  the  regulation  of 
their  domain  and  the  happinefs  of  their  fub- 
jefls. 

The  difcovery  of  the  BritisiI  Isles  by 
the  Tyrians^  is  mentioned  by  Strabo,  T>io- 
dorus,  and  Pliny ;  and  proved  as  well  by 
the  Phcenician  monuments  found  in  Ire- 
land, as  by  the  affinity  between  the  Irijh 
and  Pz/wV  languages.  Newton  places  this 
event  about  the  Eight -hundred-eighty-third 
year  before  Christ,  and  in  the  twenty -Jirji 
after  the  taking  of  Troy. 

BOOK    I. 

Genius,  or  Spirit,  or  tutelary  Power 
Of  virtue-loving  lieav'n,  yet  uninvok'd 
By  prophet  rapt,  or  bard  in  hallow'd  shades 
■To  grace  his  native  minstrelsy,  though  oft 
*rhy  cares  for  Britain,  thy  celestial  aid 
Grateful  her  sons  have  mark'd ;  if  e'er  thou  ledst 
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Her  glitt'ring  raijks  unmatch'd  o'er  hostile  fields, 
Or,  when  her  navies  hurl'd  dismay  through  Gaul, 
Pointedst  their  light'ning,  and  on  some  bright  mast 
Satst  like  an  eagle  plum'd  with  Tictory, 
Oh  !  fill  this  glowing  bosom,  whilst  I  sing 
Her  charms,  her  glories,  and  thy  love  divine. 

What  Chief,  what  Sage,  what  Hero,  train'd  by  thee 
To  wisdom,  first  on  this  delightful  isle 
Struck  his  advent'rous  prow  ?  That  sacred  form 
Of  state,  self-balanc'd,  harmony  sublime,- 
Freedom  with  sov'reignty  in  sweet  accord, 
"Who  constituted  first  ?  The  Prince  of  Tyre 
Long  wand'ring,  long  depress'd,  yet  e'er  impell'd 
Right  onward,  till  fair  triumph  bless'd  his  toils. 
By  godlike  worth  and  beauty's  heav'nly  charm. 

Now  were  his  light-oar'd  galleys  tempest-tost 
To  rich  Tartessus,  on  the  far-sought  shore 
Of  that  proud  realmj  where  Bcetis,  ample  flood, 
Rush'd  o'er  the  manors  of  Iberus  old, 
Fam'd  for  the  laughing  sheaf,  the  silky  fleece, 
And  many-^luster'd  vine  ?•  not  fam'd  her  sons 
For  meek  deportment,  or  the  soothing  voice 
Of  hospitality,  and  reception  mild 
In  sure  abode,  to  strangers  visitant. 

From  Book  vir. 

As  Tibetian  mountains  rise 
Stupendous,  measureless,  ridge  beyond  ridge, 
From  liimola,  below  the  point  far  seen 
Of  Chuvialuri,  to  more  Ibft-y  steeps, 
Cambala  vast,  then  loftier  without  bound, 
Till  sight  is  dimm'd,  thought  maz'd;  the  traveller 
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Perplex'd,  and  worn  with  toil  each  hour  renew'd. 
Still  tlirough  deep  vales,  and  o'er  rough  crags  proceeds: 
Thus  on  the  beech,  now  died  with  horrid'  gore. 
Warrior  o'er  warrior  tow'rjng,  arms  on  arms, 
Dire  series,  press'd ;  one  slain,  the  next  more  fierce, 
Assail'd  the  Tyrian  :  he  his  falchion  keen 
Relax'd  not,  but  still  cloth'd  its  edge  with  death, 
Disturb'd,  yet  undismay'd;  stung,  not  appall'd. 


-  V 
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Appendix.    B. 


PREFATORT   DISCOURSE 

TO 

.AN    ESSAY   ON    THE    HISTORY    OF 
THE  TURKS. 

There  is   no  people  in  Europe,    which 
has  raifed  the  terror,  and  excitied  the  curio- 
■fity  of  the   Chriftian  world  more  than  the 
Turks;    nor  any,  I  believe,  of  whofe  true 
genius  and  manners  we  have  fo  imperfe£t  a 
notion ;  for   though  a  great  number  of  tra- 
vellers,   and  among  them  feveral   Excellent 
men,  have  from  time  to  time  publifhed  their 
obfervations  on  various  parts  of  the  Tutkijh 
empire,  yet  few  of  them,  as  it  evidently  ap- 
pears,   underftood    the    languages    that  are 
ifpoken  in  it,  without  which  their  knowledge 
could  not  fail  of  being  very  ftiperficial  and 
precarious. 
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It  has  generally  happened,  that  the  per- 
fons  who  have  fefided  among  the  Turks, 
and  who,  from  their  fkill  in  the  Eajiern 
diale£hs,  have  been  befl:  qualified  to  priefent 
us  with-  an  exa(fl.  account  of  that  nation, 
were  either  confined  to  a  low  fphere  of  life, 
or  engaged  in  views  of  intereft,  and  but  lit- 
tle addiflied  to  polite  letters  or  philofophy ; 
while  they,  who,  from  their  exalted  ftations 
and  refined  tafte  for  literature,  have  had  both 
the  opportunity  and  inclination  of  penetrat- 
ing into  the  feprets  of  Turkijk  policy,  were 
totally  ignorant  pf  the  language  ufed  at  Con- 
Jiantinople^  and  confequently  were  deftitute 
pf  the  fole  means  by  -which  they  might  learn, 
with  any  degree  of  certainty,  the  fentiments 
and  prejudices  of  fo  fmgular  st.  people:  for 
the  Mahometans,  naturally  ignorant  and  re- 
ferved  to  men  of  our  religion,  will  ^ifclofe 
their  opinions  to  thqfe  only  who  have  gained 
their  confidence  by  a  long  intimacy  with 
them,  and  the  Greek  fubjeds,  who  have  a 
juil  deteftation  of  their  opprefTors,  can  hard- 
ly be  fuppofgd  to  fpeak  of  them  with  tolerar 
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ble  candour.  As  to  the  generality  of  inter- 
preters, we  cannot  exped  from  riien  of  their 
condition  any  depth  of  reafoning,  or  acute* 
nefs  of  obfervation ;  if  mere  words  are  all 
they  prpfefs,  mere  words  muft  be  all  they 
can  pretend  to  know. 

It  njiay  therefore  be  given  as  a  general 
rule,  that  no  writer  can  exhibit  a  juft  pic- 
ture of  the  manners  of  any  people,  who  has 
not  either  converfed  familiarly  with  all  ranks* 
of  them,  for  a  confiderable  time,    or,  by  a 
more  tedious  prpcefs,  extra^ed  their  fenti- 
mentg  from  the  books  that  are  written  in  their 
language ;    and  it  is  equally  true,  that  the 
jjjfteft   d.efcription    of    the   Afiatic  manners 
muft  neceflarily  be    given   by  thofe,   who, 
befides  a  complete  acquaintance  with  Orien- 
tal literature,  have  had  the  advantage  of  a 
long  refidence  in  the  Ea/i;  for  which  reafon, 
the  moft  authentic  account  of  a  Mahometan 
nation,  that  ever  was  publifhed,  is  that  of 
t,he  Perjians  by  the  traveller  Chardin^  who 
not  only  had  the  moft  'familiar  intercourfe 
for   many   years   with  the  greateft  men  in 
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JJpahan,   but  was  pbrfecHy  acquainted  with 
the  Perjian  hiftories  and  poems,  from  which 
he  has  given  us  many  beautiful  extradts. 

We  have  great  reafon  to  regret,  that  no 
relation  of  equal  authority,  has  been  written 
on  the  manners  of  the  1'urks ;  for  among 
the  many  narratives  on  that  fubjedt  which 
have  been  prefented  to  the  public,  there  are 
very  few  that  can  be  recommended  to  a  fen- 
lible  reader.  There  are  indeed  fome  works 
in  the  languages  of  Europe,  from  which,  as 
from  fo  many  copious  fources,  we  may  draw 
a  variety  of  real  knowledge  on  this  head  ;  and 
it  will  not  be  improper  in  this  difcourfe  to 
give  a  lift  of  them,  Vv^ith  a  few-  remarks  on 
each,  before  I  proceed  to  mention  the  Eajl- 
ern  books,  both  printed  and  in  manufcript, 
from  which  the  materials  of  the  following, 
eflay  were  taken.  This  feems  to  me  a  more 
reafonable  and  lefs  oftefltatious  method'  of 
producing  my  authorities,  than  to  fill  every 
page -with  ufelefs  quotations,  and  references 
to  feSions  or  chapters,  which  few  readers 
will  take  the  pains  to  confult. 


459 

One  of  (he  moft  ancient,  and  perhaps  the 
moft  a^eeable  of  thefe  works,  comprifes  the 
four  epijlles  o/"  Bus  be  c  on  his  embafly  to  Sc- 
litnan  the  Second,  and  his  oration  on  a  plan  for 
Jupporting  a  vigorous  war  againfi  the  Turks  i 
in  all  which  pieces,  hrs  diftion  is  extremely 
polifhed  and  elegant,  his  obfervations*  judi- 
cious, his  account  of  public  fa(fls  indifputa-  , 
bly  true,  and  his  anecdotes  tolerably  authen- 
tic :  but  by  neglecting  to  make  himfelf  a 
complete  mailer  of  the  Turhjh  language,  or 
by  his  long  confinement  at  Conftantinopk,  he 
omitted  an  opportunity^  of  converfmg  with 
the  fineft  writers  and  ableft  fcholars,  whom 
the  Othman  empire  ever  produced,  and 
whofe  beautiful  compofitions  added  a  luftre 
to  the  reign  of  Solimanj 

The  Turkijh  articles  in  the  vaft  compila- 
tion of  M.  D'Herbelot,  are  of  the  higheft 
authority,  fmce  he  drew  them  -from  a  num- 
ber of  Eaftern  manufcrlpts,  many  of  which 
were  compofed  by  Turks  themfelves,  who 
had  at  Jeaft  as  fair  a  chance  of  knowing  their 
own  manners  and  opinions,  as  any  European 
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v.'^hatever.  It  is  not  poflible  to  be  too  lavifh 
in  the  praifcs  of  that  excellent  work,  which 
has  the  vineommon  merit  of  being  no  lefs 
agreeable  than  learned ;  and  though  it  is  dif- 
ppfed  according  to  the  order  of  the  alphabet, 
yet  it  is  fo  judicioufly  contriyed  by  the  help 
of  referenpes,  that  with  all  the  convenience 
of  adidlignary,  it  may  be  read  for  the  moft 
part  like  a  regular  treatife. 
'  Tht  Hiftory  of  Timur  or  Tamerlane,  writ- 
ten originally  in  Arabic,  by  a  native  of  Da-,' 
mafcus,  aiid  tranflated  into  French  by  M, 
Fattier,  deferves  to  be  credited,|  as  far  as  It 
relates  to  the  conquefts  cf  that  hero  in  the 
Lower  AJia,  and  to  his  war  with  the  fukan 
Bayazid'the  Firji,  who  was  forced  by  the 
Tartars  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Conjlantinople. 
The  actions  of  Timur  are  related  at  large  in 
this  elegant  work,  which  difplays ,  a  faithful 
and  interefting  pidure  of  the  AJiatic  man-, 
ners  in  the  fourteenth  century  j  the  author  of 
it  was  contemporary  with  the  Tartarian  war- 
rior, and  was  eye-witnefs  of  the  principal 
fa<3:s  which  he  records. 
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The  Taks  of  the  forty  Vifirs,  tranflated  by 
M.  de  la  Croix,  are  alfc  undoubtedly  autherl-< 
tic  ;  .and  though  the3'^  are  very  inelegant,  and 
in  feme  parts  trifling,    yet  upon  the  whole 
they  are  ingenious,  and  Ihew  in  fOme  de- 
gree the  turn  of   mind   of  the  people  for 
whom   they  were  invented ;    but  the  moft 
tifeful  tranflation  of  a  Turkijh  book  that  has 
yet  appeared,  is  that  in  Italian,  of  an  adiiii- 
rable   biftory  by  the    Mufti   Saa1jei)din, 
which   reaches   indeed   no    lower   than  the 
reign  of  Selim  the  Firjl  \  but  for  the  beauty 
of  its  eonipofitiion,   and  the^richnefs  of  its  . 
matter,  may.be  compared  with  the  fineft  hif- 
torical  pieces  in  the  languages  of  Europe.  ' 

It  will  feem  ridiculous  to  pkee  a  TurkiJh 
SBionary  among  thefe  authorities ;  but  itiscer- 
talnly  true,  that  the  great  repofitory  of  Eajlern 
learning,  compiled  by  Meninski,  contains 
not  only  the  cleareft  explanation  of  common 
words,  andproper  names,  but  exhibits  the  moft 
exaa  fpecimens  of  the  colloquial  expreffions 
and  forms  of  fpeech  ufed  by  the  Turks;  apd 
a  judicious  writer  will  not  fail  to  obferve  the 
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minuteft  phrafes,  or  evea  the  commoneft 
proverbs  of  a  nation  whom  he  intends  to  (Jfe- 
fcribe,  fince  they  fometimes  comprife  an  al- 
lufion  to  local  cuftoms,  and  often  include 
fome  maxim  or  received  opinion,  which  may 
ferve  to  fet  the  charafter  of  the  people  in  a 
ftriking  light.  It  is  a  remark  of  Mr.  Pope^ 
in  anfwer  to  a  line  of  Lord  Hevuey^  that  a 
diSiionary,  which  gives  us  any  thing  hut  words^ 
mujt  Be  not  only  an  expenjive,  buf  a  very  extra- 
vagant one\  yet,  methinks  if  a  dictionary 
can  be  found,  which  is  not  very  expenjive^  nor 
very  extravagant^  it  cannot  reafonably  be 
cenfured  for  giving  us  a  little  real  knowledge . 
as  well  as  words. 

The  Hijipry  of  the  Turks  by  the  prince  * 

*  It  will  give  irte  pleasure  to  pay  s  small  tribute  in 
this  place  to  the  memory  of  that  excellent  man,  by 
■vindicating  his  character  from  the  very  unjust  and  ground- 
less charges  of  M.  de  Voltaire,  who  allows  indeed,  that 
he  possessed  the  united  talents  of  the  ancient  Greeks,  a 
taste  for  polite  letters,  and  a  skill  in  the  art  of  war.  He 
adds,  this  Canteniir  was  supposed  to  be  a  descendant  of 
Tinmr,  known  by  the  name  of  Tamerlane,  because 
Tiviur  aiid  Temir  sound  pearly  alike,  and  because  the 
title  of  Kan,  which  Tamerlane  bore,  is  found  in  the 
name  of  Cantemir.     Now.  the  truth  is,  that  the  syllable 
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Cantemir,  far  furpa0es,  in  authority  and 
method,  every  work  on  the  fame  fubjed;  in 

Cdn  is  not  i*}^  khdti^  a  title  of  honour,  but  ,♦(15  kin, 

blood;  and  the  words  Timiir,  or  Temir,  are  used  in- 
differently in  the  Turkish  language  for  Demir,  that  is 
iron,  which  was  th6  precise  meaning  of  Tamerlane's 
true  name  :  so  that  Canteitiir  literally  signifies  the  blood, 
of  Timur :  and  the  propriety  of  this  name  was  con- 
firmed by  a  Tartarian  chief,  who  assured  Demetrius, 
that  a  prince  of  his  nation,  lineally  descended  from  Tor- 
merlane,  had  married  a  Christian  woman,  from  whom 
the  family  of  the  Cantemirs  had  their  drigin.  But, 
continues  the  French  historian,  whatever  might  be  the 
lineage  of  Cantemir,  he  owed  all  his  fortune  to  the 
Turkish  court ;  and  was  no  sooner  invested  in  his  prin- 
cipality of  Moldavia,  than  he  betrayed  the  sultan,  his 
benefactor,  to  the  Russian  emperor,  from  whom  he  ,had 
hopes  of  greater  gain :  the  Czar,  he  adds,  relying  on 
his  promises,  advanced  in  the  month  of  June  to  the 
banks  of  the  river  Ilierasus,  or  the  Pruth,  where,  by 
depending  on  Cantemir,  he  met  th^  same  hardships, 
that  his  rival  Charles  had  suffered  at  Pultava  by  having 
trusted  to  Mazeppa.  It  must  have  cost  this  ingenious 
writer  some  pains  to  have  crouded  so  many  errors  into 
so  few  wof-ds.  Cantemir  inherited  an  ample  fortune 
from  his  father,  and  lived  at  Constantinople  in  a  splendid 
retreat,  where  he  amused  himself  with  building  palaces 
near  the  Bosphorus,  and  adorning  them  with  the  finest 
remains  of  old  Grecian  sculpture,  that  could  be  procured: 
while  he  was  engaged  in  these,  and  other  agreeable  pur- 
suits, Brancovan,  prince  of  Falachia,  was  accused  of 
holding  a  secret  correspondence  with  the  Czar;  and 
Cantemir,  who  accepted,  much  against  his  inclination. 
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any  Eurdpedn  dialed:.     He  was  educated  at 
Conjiantinople,  and  acquainted  from  his  ear- 

the  title  of  Prince  of  Moldavia,  was  sent  by  the  Turkish 
court  with  orders  to  seize  the  person  of  the  rebel.  As 
his  revenues  (vere  not  sufficient  to  support  his  new  dig- 
nity without  some  indulgence  from  the  court,  the  sultan 
promised  to  dispense  with  his  paying  the  usual  fine  * 
upon  his  investiture,  and  to  defray  the  additional  ex- 
pences  that  he  might  incur  on  account  of  the  war;  but 
the  prince  had  no  sooner  reached  the  capital  of  Moldavia^ 
than  he  received  orders  from  the  ministers  to  remit  with- 
out delay  the  fines  due  to  the  sultan  and  the  vizir;  to 
collect  provisions  for  an  army  of  sixty  thousand  Turks ; 
to  complete  the  bridge  over  the  Danube;  and  to  march 
in  person  towards  Bender  before  the  festival  of  St. 
George.  The  prince,  on  receiving  these  commands,  with 
wliicli  It  was  not  in  his  power  to  comply,  resolved  to 
join  the  Czar,  and  was  of  signal  service  to  him,  as  it 
appeared  by  the  great  regard,  which  that  monarch  pro- 
fessed for  him  till  the  hour  of  his  death.  The  distress, 
of  Peter  was  owing  to  his  dependence  on  the  promises 
of  Brancovan,  who  had  engaged  to  supply  the  Ricssians 
with  provisions,  yet  remained  an  idle  spectator  of  their 
Calamity,  till  their  camp  was  threatened  with  a  famine. 
Thus,  one  of  the  finest  writers  of  our  age  accuses  a 
generous  and  amiable  prince  of  ingratitude,  avarice,  and 
perfidy,  merely  for  the  sake  of  comparing  him  with 
Mazeppa,  and  of  drawing  a  parallel  between  the  conduct 
of  Charles  XII.  and  Peter  I.;  and  he  deserves  still 
more  to  be  censured,  for  deviating  knowingly  from  the 
truth,  since  it  appears  from  some  parts  of  his  General 

*  Called  by  the  Turk^ /fiJjL^^    pishkesh. 


465 
Heft  youth  with  the  genius  and  mantiers  of 
the  Turks-,  and  as  he  was  eminently  jfkilled 
in  the  Arabic t  F^rjian^  and  Turkijh  Ian* 
guages,  he  was  enabled  to  draw  his  know- 
ledge of  their  affairs  from  the  founta.in-head : 
for  which  reafon,  if  his  narrative  were  not 
rather  too  fuccin£V,  and  if  he  had  dwelt 
.fomewhat  longer  on  the  fubje£t  of  the  Eaftern 
government  and  literature,  or  had  unfolded 
all  the  caufes  of  the  greatnefs  and  decline  of 
the  Othman  empire,  his  work  would  have 
been  complete,  and  my  prefent  attempt  en- 
tirely fuperjfluous.  ,  As  to  his  piece,  confi- 
dered  as  a  literary  performance,  it  contains 
all  the  qualities  which  TuUy  lays  down  as 
neceflary  to  conftitutc  a  perfect  hiftory  * : 
nothing  is  aflerted  in  it  that  has  the  appear- 
ance of  falfehood ;  nor,  any  effential  thing 
omitted  that  has  the  leaft  colour  of  truth ; 
there  is  no  reafon  to  fufpe£t  the  writer  either 

History,  that  he  had  read  the  works  of  Cantertiir,  and 
admired  his  character.  See  ihe  Life  of  Charles  XII. 
book  v.;  and  the  History  of  the  Russian  Emfire,  vol.  ii, 
chap.  ii. 

*  Cicero  de  OratOre,  ife  .15. 
iye—V,  ir.  H  H 
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of  parttallty  or  difafFedtion  5  the  order  of 
time  is  accurately  preferved,  and  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  remarkable  places  frequently  inferted ; 
the  author  gives  his  judgment,  openly,  on  the 
counfels  of  kings  and  generals  ;  he  relates  the 
circumftanceS  of  every  memorable  aft;  and 
Ihews  both  the  caufes  and  confequences  of 
every  important  event :  with  regard  to  the 
perfons,  he  defcribes  the  lives  and  charaftef^'  • 
not  only  of  the  fultans,  but  of  all  the  emi-'' 
nent  men  who  bore  a  confidei^ble  fhare  in 
the  great  tranfaftions  of  the  nation  :  and  he 
drefles  the  whole  piece  in  an  eafy,  natural, 
and  flotving  ftyle,  without  afFefting  any 
merit,  but  that  of  clearnefs ;  except  where, 
for  the  fake  of  variety,  he  drops  a  few 
flowery  expreffions  in  the  Oriental  manner; 
To  which  maybe  adddS,  (a  qualification  that 
Cicero  feems  to  have  omitted  in  the  paflage 
juft  referred  to,)  that  he  has  made  his  work 
extremely  agreeable,  and  has  infufed  into  it 
that  exquifite  charm*,  fo  necelTary  in  all 
fmifhed     compofitions,    which    makes    the 

*  $('ATfov  )4«i  ('uyyas,  as  the  G/^e/tj- called  it. 
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reader  leave  It  Unwillingly,  and  return  to  it 
■with  eagernefs.  It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  fay, 
after  this  juft  encomium,  that  Gantemir's 
hijlory  renders  the  compilations  of  KnoUes 
and  Rycaut  entirely  ufelefs  ;  though  both  of 
thofe  works  are  well  written,  and  the  foi'mer, 
even  elegantly  for  the  age  in  which  the  au- 

1 

thor  lived  :  yet  I  muft  do  them  the  juftice  to 
aeknowiedge,  that  I  have  bqrrowed  feveral 
hints  irom  them,  though  I  could  not  make 
any  pdfitive  affertign  upon  their  authority, 
as  they  were  both  ignorant  of  iho.  Turkijh 
language  ;  and  fmce  a  very  fenfible  writer  * 
obferves  even  of  Plutarch,  that  though  he 
was  fuppofed  to  have  refided  in  Rome  near 
forty  years  at  different  times,  yet  he  feems- 
never  to  have  acquired  a  fufficient  (kill  in  the 
Roman  language  to  qualify  himfelf  for  the 
compiler  of  a  Roman  hiftory,  the  fame  ob- 
jection may  certainly  be  made  to  the  two 
Mftorians  above  mentioned,  one  of  whom 
fpent  mofl  of  his  time  in  a  college,  and  the 
ether,.  ..though  he  refided  many  years  in 
■  *  Middleton,  in  the  preface  to  his  Life  of  Cicero. 
H  H  2 
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Turkey,  was  forced  to  cotoverfe  with  tlie  Turks 
by  the  help  of  an  interpreter. 

The  letters  of  a  lady,  famed  for  her  wit 
and  fine  tafte,  are  In  every  body's  hands ;  and 
are  highly  eftlmable,  not  only  for  the  purity 
df  the  ftyle,  and  the  livelinefs  of  the  fentiments,' 
but  for  the  curious  picture  they  give  of  the 
Turkijh  manners  in  the  prefent  age,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  wpmen  of  rank  at  Conjianti-' 
hople,  whofe  apartments  could  not  beacceffi- 
ble  to  acommon  traveller. 

The  author  of  Objervatibns  on  the  Govern^ 
ment  and  Manners  of  the  Turks  had,  from  his- 
refxdence  in  their  metropolis,  and  the  diftin- 
guifhed  part  that  he  bore  in  it,  an  opportuni- 
ty of  infpecting  their  cuftoms,  and  forming  a 
juft  idea  of  their  charadter.  It  is  a  Angular 
pleafure  to  me  to  find  many  of  my  fentiments 
confirmed  by  the  authority  of  fo  judicious  a 
writer ;  nor  do  I  defpair,  if  this'  eflay  fhould 
fall  into  his  hands,  of  giving  him  a  more  fa- 
vourable opinion  of  the  Turkijh  language, 
which  he  fuppofes  to  be  formed  of  the  veryt 
dregs  of  the  Perfian  aiid  Arabian  tongues',  and 
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a  higher  notion  of  the  Perfim 'pottvyy  which, 
he  obfeirves,.  it  is  almoft  impoffible,  as  far  as 
he  can  find,  for  the  beft  tran'flatol:  to  convert 
even  into  common  fenfe*. 

But  the  lateft,  and,  perhaps,  the  moft  curi- 
ous publication  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  Turks, 
was,  A  Treatife  on  TqSiks,  written  in  Turk:- 
ijh^  in  the  year  173 1,  and  tranflated  two  years 
ago  by  a  foreign  nobleman^  who  added  to  it 
4  very^  fer^ble  preface,  and  learned  notes.  It 
was  the  objedt  of  this  little  work  to  recom- 
piend  to  the  Othman  court  the  military  dlf- 
cipline  of  the  Chrijtians,  and  to  difplay  the  ad- 
vantage of  that  artful  difpofition  of  their  troops, 
\ij  which  the  timorous  and  fufpefled  men  are 
put  under  a  neceffity  of  fighting,  even  againll' 
their  will  j  a  difpofition,  which  Hannibal^  and 
other  great  mafters  in  the  art  of  war,  have  fol-  • 
lowed  with  fuccefs,  and  which^  if  we  believe 
Homer,  was  ev?n  as  ancient  as  the  fiege  of 
Troy: 

The  horse  and  chariots  to  the  front  assign'd ; 
fhe  foot,  the  strength  of  war,  he  rang'd  behind ; 

*  Second  Edit.  p.  38. 
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The  middle  space,  suspected  troops  supply, 
Enclos'd  hy  both,  nor  left  tke  power  to  fly. 

Pope's  Iliad,  iv.  342, 

The  whole  treatife  is  entertaining  and  in- 
ftruftive;  and  though  it  is  very  irnperfe^t, 
9.nd  often  erroneous  Where  the  Chri/Hans  are 
mentioned,  yet  it  [^fuppUed  me  with  many 
important  lights,  in  my  enquiry  concerning 
fhe  caufes  of  the  greatnefs  and  decline  of  the 
Turkifh  empire, 

Thefe  are  the  principal  works  in  the  lan- 
guages of  Europe,  that  have  fallen  into  my 
hands,  on  the  fame  fubje£t  with  the  following 
Effay;    and,  though  I  have  borrowed  very 
freely  from  them  all,  yet  by  making  this  ge- 
neral acknowledgment  of  my  obligations  to . 
them,  1  obviate,  I  think,  any  objedlion  that 
can  be  made  on  that  head,  and  cannot  juftly 
be  reputed  a  plagiary,  if  to  the  parages  taken 
from  others,  I  add  a  feries  of  remarks,  peculiar 
to  myfelf.      I  very  foon  defiftedfrom  my 
fearch  after  the  other  books  on  the  Turkifh 
affairs,   in  the  Fre?icl}  and  Italian  languages; 
for,  after  having  run  over  a  great  number  of 
them,  I  found  them  to  contain  little  more  than 
the  fame  fadts,  which  are  related  more  ele- 
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gantly  by  the  above-mentioned  authors,  m\h 
the  addifipj?.,  of  fo me  idle  fables  and  imperti- 
nent pfrojeds-    As  to  the  Greek  writer?  of  the 
Byzantine  hiftory,  who  have  given  us  an  ac- 
count of  the  Tz^r/^j,  it  was  the  left  neceifary  to 
examine  them  with  attention,  as  Knolks  seems 
to  have  reduced  them  to.theirquintelj^nce;  ancj 
indeed,  the  generality  of  thofe  hiftorians  were 
more  attentive  to  the  harmony  of  their  pe- 
riods, and  the  beauty  of  their  expxeflions,  than 
either  to  the  truth  of  the  fadts  which  they  re- 
lated, or  to  the  folidity  of  the  remarl^s  deduced 
from  them.     They  were  no  longer  thofe  ex- 
cellent  Greeks,  whofe  works  remain  to  this 
age,  as  a  perfect;  example  of  the  nobleft  fenti- 
raents  delivered  in  the  pureft  ftyle :  they  feem- 
ed  to  think,  that  fine  writing  confifted  in  a 
florid  exuberance  of  words,  and  that,  if  they 
pleafed  tjie  ear,  they  were  fure  to  fatisfy  the 
heart:   they  even  knowingly  corrupted  the 
AJiatic  naipes,  to  givelhem  a  more  agreeable 
found*,  by  which  they   have  led  their  fuc- 

*  Thus  they  changed  Tognd  Beg  into  Tangrolipix, 
find  Azzo'ddin  f  into  Azatincs. 

t    ,  r'yJ  I  ;^  '^^^  strength  of  religion. 
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ceflbrs  into  a  number  of  ridiculous  errors, 
and  have  giyen  their  hiftories  the  air  of  a 
romance. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  books,  which  the 
Turks  themfelves  have  written  on  their  own 
affairs,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  make  a  digref- 
fion  on  their  literature  in  general,  left  the  opi- 
nion which  moft  men  entertain  of  the  Turkifi 
ignorance^  fhould  induce  fome  of  them  to  fuf- 
pedt  the  a"uthority  of  thefe  works,  or  ev6n  to 
doubt  of  their  exiftence. 

It  is  a  ridiculous  notion,  then,  which  pre- 
vails among  us,  that  ignorance  is  a  principle  of 
the  Mohammedan  religion^  and  that  the  Koran 
inftrudls  the  T:urks  not  to  be  inftrudted.  I 
have  heard  many  fenfible  men  inveighing 
againft  the  mean  policy  of  Mohammed,  who 
they  fay  commanded  his  followers  to  be  ig- 
norant, left  they  fhould  one  day  or  other  learn 
that  he  had  impofed  upon  them.  There  is 
not  a  fhadow  of  truth  in  this :  Mohammed  riQX. 
only  permitted  but  advifed  his  people  to  ap- 
ply themfelves  to  learning.  He  fays  exprefsly 
in  his  flrange  book,  where  there  are  many 
fine  ideas  mixed  with  a  heap  of  rubbifh,  that 
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the  man  w&o  has  knowledge  for  his  portion  ^  has 
received  a  'valuable  gift ;  and  among  his  fay^ 
ings,  which  were  preferved  by  his  intimate 
friends,  and  are  now  confidered  .as  authentic, 
there  are  feveral  which  recommend  learning 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms;  z'&,  the  ink  of  the  learn^ 
ed  and  the  blood  of  martyrs  are  of  equal  value 
in  heaven,  and  learning  is  permitted  to  all  he^ 
lievers  both  male  and  female :  not  to  raentioil 
that  precept  of  his,  which  is  well  known. 
Seek  learnings  though  it.  inhere  in  China, 

There  would  be  no  end  of  quoting  all  the 
ftriking  expreffions  of  this  Angular  man,  and 
the  ableft  profeflbrs  of  his  religion,  in  prailib 
of  knowledge  and  letters  j  indeed  we  all  know, 
no  modern  nation  was  ever  more  addided  to 
learning  of  every  kind  than  the  Arabians ;   < 
they  cultivated  forae  branches  of  fcience  with 
great  fuccefs,  and  brought  their  language  to  a 
high  degree  of  clearnefs  and  precifion;  a  proof 
that  they  had  not  only  men  of  tafte,  but  even 
many  philofophers  among   them;    for,  that 
■language  will  always  be  moil  clear  and  pre- 
cife,  in  which  moft  works  of  real  philofophy 
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have  been  written..  We  are  willing  alfo  to 
allow,  that  the  Per^ans  hay e  been  a  polite 
and  ingenious  people,  which  they  could  not 
have  been  without  a  fufEcient  culture  of  their 
talents.  They  lay  for  a  long  time  aftoniflied 
and  ftupified  at  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  Mo^ 
hammedan  arms ;  but  when  they  began  to  re- 
vive, and  had  embraced  the  religion  of  their 
conquerors,  they  followed  their  natural  bent, 
and  applied  themfelves  vvith  great  eagernefs 
to  the  improvement  of  their  language  ;  which 
was  by  that  time  grown  very  rich  by  its  mix- 
ture with  the  Arabic.  We  are  no  lefs  can- 
did to  the  Indians.'  whom  we  know  to  have 
been  a  wife  and  inventive  n^ation ;  we  read 
with  pjeafure  their  Fables  of  Pilpai;  we  adopt 
their  numeripal  chara<Sers;  we  divert  and 
ftrengthen  our  minds  with  their  game  of  Chefs; 
and  of  late  years,  we  have  condefcended  to 
look  into  their  writings  ;  but  by  a  ftrange  de- 
gree of  obflinacy,  we  perfifl  in  confidering 
the  Turks  as  rude,  favage,  and  not  only  un- 
acquainted with  the  advantages  of  learning, 
but  even  its  avowed  perfecutors-  » 
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This  prejudice,  abfurd  as  it  may  feem,  is  of 
very  ancient  growth  ;  it  was  firft  brought  into 
Europe  at  that  memorable  period,  when  let- 
ters began  to  revive  in  the  weft ;  and  lias  con^ 
tinued  to  this  day  without  any  diminutiorl. 
It  was  the  fafliion  In  that  age  to  look  upon 
every  perfon  as  barbarous,  who  did  not  ftudy 
the  philofophy  of  the  old  Academy ;  and  be- 
caufe  the  Turks  had  driven  the  Greeks  from 
their  country,  it  was  immediately  concluded 
that  they  perfecuted  even  the  language  and 
learning  of  that  nation. 

It  is  certain,  indeed,  that  the  Turks  were 
for  many  years  wholly  addicted  to  arms  ;  but 
when  they  had  fecured  their  conquefts  in  AJia, 
and  efpecially  when  they  were  fettled  at  Qon-f 
Jtantinople^  they  b^gan  to  cultivate  every  Tpe- 
cies  of  literature ;  and  their  fultans  often  fet 
them  t^e  example.  At  that  time,  they  were 
fo  fenfible  of  the  high  polifh  which  learning 
gives  to  the  manners  of  every  nation,  that 
they  refleded  with  difdain  on  their  ancient 
rudenefsj  and  one  of  the  be fl:  poets,  quoted 
by  M.  d'Herbelot,  favs,  although  the  rude  dif~ 
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fojitim  of  the  Txirks  feemedfo  be  a  dtf order  thai 
had  no  remedy,  yet  when  they  difperfed  the  clouds 
of  ignorance  with  the  ftudy.  of  poUfe  letters^ 
many  of  them  became  a  Ughf  to .  the  .yoorld*. 
But  here  we  muft  be  underftciod  to  fpeak 
merely  of  poetry,  rhetoric,  moral  philofophy, 
Ififtory,  and  the  lefs  abftrufe  parts  of  know- 
ledge J  for  we  muft  confefs,  and  the  Ajiatics 
confels  themfelves,  that  they  are  far  inferior 
to  the  natives  of  Europe  in  every  branch  of 
pure  and  mixed  mathematics,  ^s  well  as  in  the 

*  In  Turkish, 

''>;'         '?/       if^       ^^/ 

*^iip  ;i  ;>v^  /;,  J>/-  /, 

But  this  opinion  is  contradicted  by  a  satirist,  nvho  asserts  that, 
if  a  Turk  excelled  in  every  branch  of  science,  and  were 
the  ablest  scholar  of  his  age,  yet  a  pertain  rudeness  would 
ever  adhere  to  his  disposition,  i 
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arts  b£  painting  and  fculpturej  which  their  re-» 
ligidn  forbids  them  to  cultivate :  a  very  ai5- 
furd  piece  of  fuperftition!  which  the  "Perjiaru 
and  Indians  wifely  negledted,  as  they  knew 
that  their  legiflatdr  prohibited  the  imitation  of 
vifible  objects  to  the  Arabs  of  his  age,  left 
they  fhould  relapfe  into  their  recent  folly  of 
adoring  images ;  and  that  when  the  reafon  of 
the  law  entirely  ceafes,  the  law  itfelf  ought 
alfo  to  ceafe.  They  begin,  however,  to  imi- 
tate our  ftudies ;  and  they  would  undoubtedly 
have  made  a  confiderable  progrefs  in  the  fci- 
ences,  if  the  prefs  at  Conjlantinopk  had  not 
failed  upon  the  death  of  Ibrahim^  an  officer  of 
the  Porte,  and,  what  was  more  fingular,  a 
very  learned  and  able  printer,  whofe  place  has 
not  yet  been  fupplied.  This  enterprifmg 
Turk,  who  had  learned  Latin  by  his  own  in- 
duftry,  and  was  no  contemptible  writer  in  his 
native  language,  founded  a  fet  of  Arabicty-pts, 
and  printed,  under  the  protedion  of  the  court, 
feveral  pieces  of  Oriental  hiftory ,  fome  treatifes 
of  geography  with  maps,  and  an  eflay  of  his 
own  upon  the  military  difcipline  of  the  Euro- 
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peons*  i   but  none  of  his  countrymen  have 
continued  his  project;  becaufe  it  is  impoffible 
to  underftand  the  claffical  writings  of  theTz/r/^j- 
without  moret  han  a  moderate  knowledge  of 
Perfian  a:nd  Arabic,  to  which  none  can  pre- 
tend, who  have  not  made  thofe  languages  their 
particular  ftudy  for  many  years;  and  this  is 
no  doubt  the  reafon,  why  there  are  fewer  men 
of  letters  among  the  Turks  than  among  us ; 
for  though  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
Greek  and  Roman  authors  is  neceflary  to  fupr 
port  the  character  of  a  fcholar,  yet  a  very 
flight  tindure  of  the  ancient  languages  is  fuf- 
ficient  for  a  popular  writer,  and  fcarcely  any 
Is  requifite  for  a  fuperficial  reader. 

The  Mohammedans  in  general  are  paffion- 
ately  fond  of  hiftory,  and  not  lefs  fo  of  that 
mifcellaneous  kind  of  learning  which  the 
Greeks  called  ■n'oxuii.al^eicc,  or  a  general  know^ 
ledge   of  a  vaft  variety  of  fubjedts.-j-     The 

*  See  a  catalogue  of  the  books  printed  by  Ibtahim,  at 
the  end  of  this  discourse. 

\  This  kind  of  learning  was  called  varia  eruditio  by 
the  Romans,  among  whom  Varro  was  the  most  eminentL 
for' it.    The  most  curious  and  entertaining  works  of  thJs 
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Im-ks  have  more  hiftorical  pieces  iti  their  Ian-* 
gtiage,  than  moft  European  nations ;  and  we 
may  judge  of  their  erudition  by  the  large 
work  compofed  in  the  feventeenth  century  by- 
Catibzadehy  which  contains  an  accurate  ac- 
count of  all  the  books  that  had  been  written 
till  his  time  in  TurkiJJo^  Arabic,  and  Fer- 
Jian* 

Thefe  works  are  very  imperfectly  known  . 
in  Europe',  for  though  Donado,  a  fenator  of 
Venice,  and  ambaflador  from  that  ftate  to  the 

nature  ai'fe,  the  Banquet  of  Athenaus,  the  Nights  of  Aa~ 
hisGelliuSf  and  the  Chiliads  ofTzetses,-  but  the  Arabi- 
ans were  fonder  of  this  various  erudition  than  any  peo- 
ple whatever.  This  species  of  writing  begins  to  grow 
contemptible  among  us,  since  nothing  can  be  more  tri- 
fling than  to  transcribe  our  common-place  book,  and 
nothing  more  easy  than  to  quote  a  multitude  of  authors  in 
the  margin. 

*  The  tkle  of  this  bpofc  is  .*jjj^]  ^'^  Cashfo^zo- 
nun,ovthcI>i}coveryofOp!ntonsshut\imi^\t]nsxtyhem\.ii\ed, 

/]   " ||  j  .    or,  A  comprehcnsi ve  View  of  the  Learning  of 

the  Arabs y  Persians,  and  Turks.— M.  d'Hcrbclot  has  insert-  • 
ed  the  best  part  of  this  work  in  his  Bihliotbeque  Orh  n  ah. 
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Porte,  publiflied  a  fliort  eflaiy  in  Italian  c>A  the 
literature  of  the  Turks^  yet  he  knew  little  or 
nothing  of  their  language,  and  took  all  his  ac- 
counts of  their  books  from  an  interpreter,  who , 
led  him  into  feveral  miftakesi 

The  golden  age  of  the  Turkijh  learning, 
was  the  reign  of  Soliman  the  Second,  or  The 
Legijlator,  in  the  fixteenth  century  :  and  in- 
deed the  moil  fhining  period  in  the  hiftory  of 
any  nation  muft  certainly  be  that,  in  which 
the  example  of  the  fovereign  gives  the  no- 
bles a  turn  for  letters,  and  in  which  a  repu- 
tation for  knowledge  opens  a  way  to  riches 
and  honour. 

Alt  Chelebif  who  wrote  a  very  celebrated 
book  of  morality,  was  appointed  Molla^  or  ec- 
clefiaftical  judge  of  Adrianople,  and  had  be 
lived,  would  have  been  raifed  to  the  dignity 
of  Mufti,  or  fupreme  interpreter  of  the  law. 
He  had  fpent  feveral  years  in  compofing  an 
elaborate  paraphrafe  of  Pilpais  Fables^  in 
which,  however,  he  was  a  clofe  imitator  of 
an  excellent  Terjlan  author,  named  CaJheH, 
His  work,  which  he  intitled  Homaiun  Ndmehf 
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contains  fourteen  fedions  in  profe  and  verfe, 
and  a  very  degant  introdudlion,  and  an  enter- 
taining prdface.     I  may  juftly  affert,  that  it 
coihprifes  all  the  beauties  of  the  Turki/h  lan- 
guage ;  but  it  is  fo  mixed  with  Perftan  and 
Arabic  phrafes,  that  a  T«r;&  of  no  education 
would  not  be  able  to  read  a  page  of  it.     A 
bbautiful  copy  of  this  book  is  preferred  in  the' 
^itijh  Mufeum^  among  the  manulcripts^  of 
"Stvc  Hans  Shane*',  and  it  would  be' highly 
ufeful  to  any  perfon,  who  had  accefs  to  that 
coUedlon,  and  wifhed  to  learn  Turkifhi  efpe- 
cially  as  part  of  it  has  been  tranflated  into 
French,  and  part  very  elegantly  into  Spanijhi 
by  the  help  of  which  tranflations  he  might 
pUrfue  his  ftudy  with  incredible  eafe,  jJro-vid-i 
ed  that  he  had  a  moderate  Knowledge  of  Ara-i^ 
bic,  which  may  truly  be  called  the  bafis  and 
groundwork  of  Eaftern  lekrning. 

This  is  the  principal  fy  ftem  of  Ethici  among 

*  No.  3586.  tn  the  same  Colkctibn,  No.  5456,  is  a 
veiy  agreeable  romanccj  intitled,  ihe  Life  of  Abu  Sin^ 
bjliasjan,  preceptor  to  ^orW. the  Third.  Both  these 
books,  as  well  as  the  rest,  which  follow,  are  often  cited  by 
Menjfiski. 
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th^  Tuyks^  if  we  esscept,  perhaps^  a  rttdfaf 
work  on  the  duties  of  many  intitled,  Icstri  devkf^ 
which' feems  alfo  to  be  wrhtaii  in  a  very 
poliflied  ftyle;  The  Tales  of  the  Forty  Ftjirs, 
cOmpofed.by  a  preceptor  of  Jkf<?r^^  the  Second, 
ajre  amufing  and  ingenious;  but  as  they  are 
not  remarkable  for  any  bekuty  of  language^ 
they  do  not  deferve  to  be  mentioned  as  a  claf- 
fical  work ;  fince  an  elegance  of  di£tion,  as 
well  as"  a  loftinefs  of  fentiment,  are  neceffary 
to  fcoaftitute  a  fine  piece  of  writing. 

The  nobleft  hiftoriea!  work  in  the  Turkifh 
language  was  compofed  by  Saadeddh,  who 
was  Mufti  of  Gonjtantinople  in  the  reign  of 
Morad  the  Third.  It  contains  the  hiftory  of 
the  Othmans,  from  the  founder  of  that  fa- 
mily to  Selini  I.  This  elegant  work  has  been 
tranflated  into  Italian  by  a  very  able  interpre- 
ter of  the  'Eajiern  languages ;  and  the  excel- 
len,t  prince  Cantemir  has  inferted  the  fubftance 
of  It  in  his  hiftory  of  the  Turks. 

There  are  a  great  number  of  other  hiftories 
in  Turkijh,  fome  of  the  whole  Othmdn  family, 
and  fome  only  of  diftinft  reigns  j  as  Solimam 
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Nameh,  the  Life  of  Solmdn-y  Selim  Nanaehi 
the  Life  of  S'elim  \  and  many  more,  which  ar© 
highly  efteemed  by  the  'TUrks  themfelves : 
yet  it  muft  be  ddnfeffed,.  that  the  ftyle  of  thefe 
writers,  and  principally  of  Saadeddtny  by  no- 
means  anfwers  to  our  ideas  of  the  fimple  and- 
graceful  didiiony  the  kind  of  writing  which 
Cicero  commends,  diffufed,  expanded,  andjimi^ 
ing  wttka  naturctl'fmoothnefs-,  on  the  contraryji 
inoft  of  their  figures' sLre  fo  extravagant,  and 
many  of  their  expreifions  fo  ridicUloufly  boms- 
baft,  that  an  European  muft-  have  a  very  An- 
gular tafte,  who  can  read  theiii  either  with 
pleafure  or  patiencte*:  butfuch  is  thegeniu/^ 
of  the  nation;  and  we  can  np  more;  wonder^ 
that  their  rules  of  eOmpofition-  are  difibrent 
from  oursy  than  that  they  build-  their  palaces 
of  wood,  and  fit  on  fofasHnftead  of  ehairst 

*  Thiis  a  Turkish  Historian,  instead  of  Saying  Aaf?  3 
prince  was  just  and  pious,  tells  us  ihat  the  footstod  of'  lus 
Sovereignty  was  decked  with  the  ornament  of  piety,  and 
the  throne  df  his  dignity'  embellished-  witK'  tlife  rich 
mantle  of  justice  j— Rutbetl  khilafetleri  zineti  tekwa  ileh 
arslsteh,  we  seriri  seltanetleri  hilyei  maadilet  ilehpir^eh;  ' 
the  two  members  of^  which  sentence  en41ike  a  poetical 
fcouplet,  with  similar  sound&;~ 
112 
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The  Byzantine  hiftorians  cannot  be  fo  eaiuy 
excufedj  they  had  the  fineft  models  of  com- 
pofition  before  them,  which  they  neglected : 
but  the  Turks  cannot  be  condemned  for  de- 
parting from  a  ftandard  of  tafte,  of  which  they 
were  wholly  ignorant. 

It  is  by  no  means  true,  however,  that  the 
AJiaiic  hiftories  are  no  more  than  chronicles, 
and  contain  no  fenfible  remarks  on  the  con- 
duift  of  princes,  whom  they  conlider,  we  are 
told,  as  fomething  more  than  mortal;  there 
are,  indeed,  many  dtill  compilations  in  the  lan- 
guages oi  Afia^  as  well  as  inthofe  of  Europe -^ 
biit  the  moft  approved  hiftorians  of  the  Eaft 
interfperfe  their  narratives  with  excellent 
maxims,  and  boldly  interpofe  their  judgment 
on  the  counfels  of  minifters,  and  the  adions 
of  monarchs,  unlefs  when  they  fpeak  of 
very  recent  events,  and  living  characters,  on 
which  occafions  they  are  more  circumipeft: 
and  )prObably  Saadeddin  continued  his  hiftory 
no  lower  than  the  reign  of  Selimy  that  he 
might  not  be  reftrained  in  his  reflections  by 
any  fear  of  giving  offence.' 
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I  have  not  yet  been  fortunate  enough  to 
meet  with  the  valuable  work  of  AH  Efendi^ 
containing  the  hiftory  of  the  lives  of  Moham- 
med 11.  Bayazid  II,  Selim,  and  SoHmdn,  q{ 
which  Prince  Cantemir  gives  fo  high  an  enco- 
mium j  "This  haokf  (fays  he,)  "which  is  ex- 
*'  tremely  fcarce,  contains  every  quality  of  an 
"  excellent  hijlery ;  a  noble  Jimplicity  of  Jiyk,  a 
•*  warm  love -of  truth  ^  and  an  abhorifenceffffat- 
^' tery .'—I  am  indebted  to  this  author,  (contt- 
"  nues  the  Prince,)  for  many  Jtriking  paffages 
*'  in  my  own  piece. '^ 

The  Turks  have  alfo  many  treatifes  on 
theiT  government  J  laws,  and  military  injiitutions, 
which,  if  they  were  tranflated  into  iors^Q  Euro- 
pean language,  would  thrpw  a  wonderful  light 
on  the  manners  of  this  extraordinary  nation, 
and  prefent  us  with  a  full  view  of  their  rea^ 
charadter.  \ 

One  of  the  moft  curious  manufcripts  that 

I  have  feen  in  the  Turkijh  language,  is  a  very 

long  roll  of  filky  paper*,  containing,   as  it 

were,  a  map  of  the  Afiatic  hiftory  from  the 

'earlieft  times  to  Selim  the  Secqnd:  thenajne^ 

•  Bodl.  Marsh.  196. 
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of  all  *th«  if>3*Ji3i«his,  tprophets,  kings,  fdkatis, 
-4nd  <^li£s,  who  at  -any  time  floariih«d  in 
j^a,  aire  ibt  down  in  a  genealogical  order,  in 
:yhLich  -'die  chronology  alfo  is  carefully  ob-- 
fciEVsd  ;  and  a  -fummary  account  of  their  lives 
^  anions  is  ^dded  to  moft  of  them.  The 
writer  ofdt  is  more, explicit  with  rggard  to  th«; 
Othmm  family.  I  took  care  to  compare  his 
remauks  wi<^  niy  other  materials.  The  whole 
%iixk  is  l]|ea^tif^^lly  tranfcribed;  and  the  name 
ff  Mahammed  in  particular,  is  adorned  with  a 
garland  of  tulips  and  carnations,  painted  \r\ 
jhe  brighteft  Qolours. 

In  .the  fame  colledliqn  with  the  preceding 
work*,, is  An  Hijlory  of  the  Othmans,  from  the 
founder  .iqf  that  race,  to  Bayazid  the  Second: 
it  is  finely  preferved,  and  written  in  an  eafy 
ftyle.  The  prefatory  chapter  contains  a  juft 
-encomium  of  the  firft  Tufkijh  fultans,  whofe 
eminent  abilities  were  a  principal  eaufe  ■  of 
the  ,g;reatnefs, of  .their  empire. 

There  is  another  work  anvong  Golius^s  ma- 

*  No.  313.  Most  of  the  manuscripts  in  this  valuable 
collection  of  -Marsh,  belonged  to  the  very  learned 
6T)^tV/5,  who  has  written  notes  in  the  margins  w'ithablack 
fitncil.  ;.         ^ 
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nufcrlpts  *,  whicli  has  l?een  extremely  iifef^l 
tome.     It  is  a  regifter  of  all,  tljte  officers  of 
^te,  the  fervants  of  the  court,  and  the  Turk- 
Jjk  forces,  both  by  laijd  and  fea,  with  tlje  daily 
and  yearly  expences  of  fuppprting  them,  as 
they  were  eftabliflied  in  the  r-eign  of  Aimed. 
the'Firfi,^l  the  opening  of  the  laft  century: 
.  the  .fecotid  part  contains  an  enumeration  of 
-all  the  Othman  fubjedis  in   'Europe  and  AJia^ 
who  hold  their  fftjites  by  a  military  tenure ; 
with  the  exadi  number  of  foldiers  that  .ead| 
province  and  diftrjuQ:  can  produce-     As  this 
regifter  was  copied  from  an  original  in  the 
imperial,  treafury,  there  can  be  no  dqu,bt  of 
its  authenticity.     But  the  heft  modern  hiftories 
of  the  Turks  are  thofe  printed  by  Ibrahim,  \n 
the  middle.of  the  prefent  century,  which,  tOr 
gether  with  feveral  other  fruits  of  that  prin- 
ter's induftry,  were  brought  from  'ConJtanttT 
nople^  by  a  late  e?tcellent  ambaflador,  aud  prc- 

*  Marsh.  454.  Golius  has  written  the  following  title 
to  this  book :  Imperii  Osmanicif  Canon,  continens  quse 
et  quibus  stipendia  soluja  Jfuerint,  imperante  Ahme^e  : 
unde  patet  quse  sit  imperii  illius  potentia,  TuuciCE,  ex 
^ytographo  imperial!  descriptum. 

f  In  Turkish  *♦<  J fe' 
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fented  to  the  Royal  Society,  in  whofe  libf-ary 

(iey  are  preferved.  «  Qj 

-  The  moft-  agreeable  of  them  is  called  by 

the  florid  title  of  Guljheni '  Kholafa*^  or  tBe 


The  author  of  this  fiije  work  was  ^A  )  l^jii  |      v** 

Nazmi  Zada  Efendi,  who  s^ems  to  have  been  in  high  fa- 
vour with  the  Ulema,  or  Lawyers  and  Ecclesiastics  of  his 
age.  The  Mufii,  and  the  two  Chief  Justices  of  Jsia  and 
Europe,  wrofe  the  mpst  profuse  ^ncomiums  of  it,  whiqh 
are  prefixed  to  the  book.  That  of  the  Mufti  has 
•  something  so  ridiculously  bombast  in  it,  that  the  reader 
_^will  perhaps  be  pleased  to  see  it  literally  translated, 
as  it  will  give  him  an  idea  of  the  flowery  style  of  the 
Asiatics :— - 

-,  >')y?  0\^j^i  i^.jj^^  w^jj)^  C^,; 

^,^  /^M  ^j  jj^.r^^^^'f  J  _C' 

*;>i^J^!  ;Uj.  If)   ^^f  '^^^  j]^]y^  ^UpPj 
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Rofe-garden  of  the  Califs,  arid  comprlfes,  In  a 
thin  volume  in  folio,  a  very  elegant  hiftory  of 
-  the  Turkijh  nation,  from  the  Califs  of  the 
houfe  of  Ahhas,  one  of  whom  imprudently 
"eftablifhed  a  militia  of  young  Turks,  to,  the 
--year  of  Christ  1717,  when  Ahmed  the  Se- 
cond fat  on  the  Oilman  throne. 
■ '      The  next  is  an  Hiftory  of  the  Turkijh  Em- 
"fire,  bomthQ  year    1591,  hyNaima*-,  it  is 

*  sprinted  in  two  large  volumes,  and  the  conti- 
-nuation  of  it   by  Rajhfd  Efendi-f  fills  two 

*  •  more;  the  fifth  volume  was  added  by  another 

hand»  and  brings  it  down  to  1728,  two  years 
before  the  rebellion,  and  the  depofition  of 
Sultan  Ahmed.     This  excellent  work  contains 

As  this  noble  volume  and  elegant  compilation  records 
past  events,  and  lays  open  the  causes  of  succeeding  trans- 
actions ;  the  pure  stream  of  sense,  that  flows  from  the 
springs  of  its  expressions,  and  the  flowers  of  perspi- 
cuity, that  arise  from  the  borders  of  its  rhetoric,  toge- 
ther with  the  splendourof  those  chiefs,  who  fought  for 
the  faith  and  the  empire,  and  the  fragrant  roses  of  the 
fame  of  those  valiant  heroes,  are  worthy  of  the  attention 
of  all  intelligent  men,  and  deserve  the  inspection  of  the 

*  *  discerning  reader.  ^ 

-  .-  ii  ■  ' 

*  Ii>  Turkish   \^        t  (/>^l  /-I-; 
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^  narrative  of  all  the,  memorable  regents  that 

jhappened  ip.  the,  4ominions:  of,  t|xe  Sultan,  for 

jl  period  efabo'-ae  an  hundred  and  thirty  years,^ 

Tthe-embaffies  from  all  fereign  powers,  among 

,W-hofn  the  E/j^/fy^-areijientioned^itJi  regar<i; 

-4he  reigns  of  eleven  Qthman  emperors,  from 

the  desXh  of  Morad  III.  to  the  laft  great  fedi- 

tion  at  Cm/tafit-impk ;  the  lives  and  charafters 

of  the  moft  eminent  viliep,  and  learned. men, 

who  §QViiifhed  in  thofe  reigns ;  together  with 

■ja  view  of  the  affairs  oi  AJiap  and  even  <jf  JEar- 

ro/"^,  according  to  the  notion  that  the  Turks 

Jiave  of  them  ;  which  may  ferve  to  fhow  hov,r 

-far  their  intelligencereacheg,  and  in  what  light 

"j^hey,  confider  the  genius,  manners,  and-inflij- 

ence  of  the  Chrijiian  voorld  -,  we  mufl  not  be 

.  .difgufted  at  their.falfe'and  abfurd  opinions  con- 

cerriing  us;  fmce  the  lefs  they  know  of  our 

cotwfels  and  interells,  .and  even.th^  le,^  re- 

fpect  they  have  for  us,  the  greater  advantage 

we  fhall  obtain  in  our  tranfadions  with  them: 

and  the  lefs  they  are  apprifed  of  pur  real  force, 

the  fewer  provifions    will    they  have  mads 

againft  it,  whenever  we  j[h,all  chufe  to  exert  it. 
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For  my  part,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  a 
jufter  notion  of  the  government,  laws,  an^ 
policy  of  |he  Turks^  may  be  formed  by  an  at- 
tentive perufal  of  Nmma's  Hiftory,  than  cap 
be  acquired  from  all  the  relations  of  our  Eu-^ 
ropem  travellers  ;  and  .that  ,a  fingle  volume  of 
it,  aiceurately  tranflated/ would  be  more  ufe- 
fiil  to  us,  than  the  vgft  colle<3;ions  of  Rycavi 
and  KmlleSyX-Q  which,  however,  I  readily  allow 
the  praife  that  they  deferve. 

It  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed,  that  having 
drawn  my  materials  from  thefe'"  plentiful 
fources,  I  mean  to  prefent  the  public  with  Si 
complete  hiftory  of  the  Turks ;  but  I  refle£ted, 
-that  among  the  numerous  events  which  miifl: 
be  recorded  in  the  general  hiftory  of  any  na- 
tion, there  are  very  few  which  feem  capable 
of  yielding  either  pleafure  or  inftruftion'  to  a 
judicious  reader,  who  delires  to  be  acquainted 
with  paft  tranfa(3:ions,  not  becaufe  they  have 
•happened,  but  becaufe  he  hopes  to  derive  from 
them  fome  ufeful  leflbn,  for  the  condudt  qi 
his  life.  It  feemed,  therefore,  more  refpedlful 
to  the  public,  and  it  was  far  more  agreeable  to 
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iny  own  inclination,  to'  trace  out,  in  the  form 
of  an  efTay,  the  great  outlines  only  of  the  TurJi- 
ijb  hiffqry.,  leaving  all  its  minuter  parts  to.  be 
«olotired  by  fome  abler  pencil,  and  perhaps 
the  moft  interefting  of  them  to  be  filled  up  by 
my  rough  cr^tyon,  as  fome  f^ture  occafion,  or 
greater  leifure  may  invite  me.  Whatever 
then  be  the  fate  of  my  performance,  I  have  a 
daim  in  one  inftance  to  the  indulgence  of  my 
reader,  by  having  fpared  him  the  trouble  of 
ananning  ov^r  all  the  idle  fables,  and  even  'the 
didl  truths,  with  which  my  originals  abounid, 
and  which  I  have  fupprefled  in  great  ijumber; 
iince  both  of  them  are,  in  my  opinion,  highly 
difgraceful  to  an  hiftorieal  piece,  in  which  no- 
thing Jhoul4  he  written  that  is  fabulous,  nor 
any  thing,  how  true  foever  it  may  be,  buf  what 
defayoes  to  be  read*. 

As  to  the  nature  of  my  piece,  though  I  have 
intitled  it  (2w  £/^  on  the  Hiftory  of  the  Turks; 
yet,  from  the  age  of  Elizabeth  to  the  prefent 
century,  the  hiftory  of  our  Trade  to  the  Levant 

\"  '^  Three  pages  of  the  original  are  here  omitted,  as  it 
appears  by  a  manuscript  note,  tlrat  it  was  intended  to  alter 
jSiem.  I 
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is  interwoven  with  it,  an4  a  few  hints  are 
refpedlfully  offered  for  its  improvement;    aa 
obje<3:  of  the  higheft  importance  to  the  whole 
nation.     The  part  which  relates  to  the  Caufis 
of  the  rife  and  decline  of  the  Turkifl)  Empire 
was  written  after  the  model  of  M.  de  Montef- 
quieu^s  Conjiderations  on  the  greatnefs  of  the 
Romans ;  nor  am  I  under  any  apprehenfibn 
of  being  cenfured  for  imitating  fo  excellent  a 
pattern,  to  which  I  may  juftly  apply  the  words 
oi Cicero: — "  Demojthenem  imttemur.   -  O  Dii 
boni!  quid  ergo  nos  alitid  agimus^  aut  quidajiud 
fptanms  ?  at  non  aj'equimur. 


'i» 
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APPENDIX. 


The  following  pages  contain  fome  cortipiofj- 
tions  of  Sir  William  Jones,  which  have  not 
been  printed;  The  firji^  a  litttle  Effay  on  thd 
(jrecian  Orators,  was  written  at  the  Univer- 
fity,  and  exhibits  an  elegant  fpecimen  of  his  - 
early  talents  in  the  compolition  of  Latin ;  more 
of  the  famekind  might  be  added,  butthe  curio- 
fity  of  the  reader  on  this  fubje£t,  may  be  gra- 
tified by  a  reference  to  the  fixth  voltame  of 
sir  William  Jones's  Works;  The  reader  will 
obfetve  the  connedliori  between  the  EfTay 
now  prefentedto  him,  artdthe  quotation  which 
concludes  the  'Preliminary  Difcourfe  in  thd 
preceding  page. 

The  fec9nd  is  an  Italian  cGmpofitioh,  writ- 
ten by  Sir  William  Jones  when  he  was  ftudy- 
ing  that  language;  and  I  rely  upon  the  judg- 
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ment  of  a  natlre  of  Italy,  who  has  pronounc- 
ed it  claffical  and  elegant:  The  third  exhibits 
a  curious  fpecimen  of  the  form  and  nieafure  of 
a  Perfian  Ode  of  Jami,  and  on-  this  afccount  it 
is  inftrted.  Th.^  fourth^  a'fong  from  the  Fer- 
fian,  is  in  the  meafure  of  the  original,  and  will 
not  be  thought  deficient  in  beauty.  The  I'e^ 
maining  compoiitions'  require  no  particular 
ohfervation. 

For  want  of  a  fittet  opporturilty,  I  here 
tranfcribe  from  the  writirig  of  Sir  William 
Jones,  the  following  lines  : 

Bahman  (a  native  of  Yezd,  and  follower  of 
thedodrines  of  Zoroafter)  repeated  this  morn- 
ing four  gl^ious  and  pious  verfes,  which 
ought  to  be  engraven  on  every  heart: — : 


VERSES. 


Make  tlie  worship  of  the  Great  Giver  habitual. 
Reflect  maturely  on  the  day  of  thy  departure. 
Fear  God,  and  do  no  wrong  to  man. 
This  is  the  way  to  salvation,  and  this  is  eoough. 
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No.  L 

DE    GRiECIS    ORATORIBUS. 

Gum  id  potiffimum  dieendi  ftudioris 
addlefcentibus  pfaecipi  foleat,  ut  tinum  e  fum- 
mis  oratotibus  deligarit,  quem  tota  merite,  tan-* 
quam  pi£tores,  intueantur,  et  quem  labors 
maximo  imitentur;  cum  veto  ftudiofo  cuivis 
perdifficile  fit  oratorem  deligere, ,  ciii  fimilis 
efle  aut  velit  aut  debeat,  vifum  eft  mihi  pauca 
de  Grsecis  oratoribus  diflerere,  interque  eos 
praecipue  de  Demosthene,  quem  nemo  eft, 
opinor,  qui  non  imitari  cupiat,  nemo  qui  exi- 
mias  ejus  virtutes  imitando  fe  aflequi  polTe 
confidat ;  fed  prima  appetenti,  ut  pulchre  ait 
Cicero,  honeftum  eft  in  fecundis  vel  tej^tiis 
confiftere^ 

De  oratoribus  autem,  qui  Athenis  florue-' 
runt,  tradaturus,  vereor  ut  Lyjifim  et  Ifocra-' 
tern,  in  eorum  numero  poflim  reponere,  ques 
tsx^^is  polite  fcribendt,  c^zxudiferte  dieendi,  pal- 
mam  confecutos  efle  puto,  magis  eleganfia 
laude  fuifle  infignes,  quam  eloquentiae  gloria* 
Is  enim,  qui  five  pudore,  five  imbeeillitate  de- 
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territus,  in  arma  nunquam  prodeat,  fed  in  ludo 
folum  oratiunculas  fcriptitet,  tltcunque  eee  fub- 
tiles  fmtatque  eruditae^y^-r/^/or  quidem  venuf- 
tus  ac  diligens  dici  poteft,  fed  quomo^o  orator 
appellandus  fit  non  video. 

Alii  tameti  complures,  quorum  orationes 
ad  nos  pervenerunt,  non  in  pompi  et  gym- 
nafio,  fed  in  ipfi  acie  habitae,  ehquentes  verd 
nominantur ;  inter  quos,  acumine  Dinarchus 
jprffiftitifle  videtur,  vi  ac  lepore  Demades,  ^ra.- 
vitate  Lyc'urgus,  fonitu  Mfchines  et  fplendore 
didlionis;  fed  has  dicendi  virtutes  in  Demof- 
thene  uno  omnes  reperiunturj  gravis  idem  fuit 
ac  fubtilis,  vim  habuit  pariter  et  fplcndo- 
rem;  °nec  lepO|S  fane  illi  defuit,  licet  plerique 
aliter  fentiant,  led  elatus,  minax,  et  fui  pro- 
prius.  ,    , 

Ilium  igitur  unicuique  veftrum,  qui  legum 
et  eloquentise  ftudio  incenditur,  propono» 
quem  in  "primis  miremini,  quem  imitemini 
fummo  ftudio,  cujus  orationes  non  pcrlegatis 
folum^  fed  patrio  fermone  reddatis,  fed  memo- 
riter  recitetis;  ea  vos  exercitatio   diligenter 

continuata,  tales  et  verborum  oratores,  et  ac- 
Life—Y.    ir.  KK 
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tores  rerum  efficiet,  qualis  apud  AthenienfeSy 
praeter  ipfum  Demosthenem  nemo  fuit. 

No.  11. 
TERZETTI. 

Gia  rosseggiava  intorno  all"  orizzonte 

Dolce  color  d'oriental  rubini, 

E  innanzi  al  biondo  padre  di  Fetonte, 
Spargea  1' Aurora  rose  e  gelsomini : 
f  Cantando  a  gara  amorosetti  lai 

Sen  gian  di  ramo  in  ramo  gli  augellini,  ' 
Quando  presso  al  ruscel  cosi  cantai : 
?'  Ahi,  Ninfa  mia  ritrpsa  e  vezzosett^. 

La  prima  ond'io  m'accesi  e  m'infiammaij 
Ouando  ti  vidi  pria  sopra  I'erbetta, 
I  Pien  di  vide  e  di  ligustri  il  grembo, 

Tessendo  un'  amprosa  ghirjandetta^ 
Sedevi,  oime  \  setto  un  soave  nembo 

Di  rose,  e  la  tua  mano  alabastrina 

Sostenea  di  tua  gonna  il  ricco  len.bo, 
E  sulla  mano  era  la  guancia  inchina, 
:  Qual  fior  che  pende  sul  nativo  stelo, 

Che  imbianca,  o  gelo  o  pioggia  cristallina, 
Scendesti  allor  cred'  io  dal  terzo  cielo 

Per  ingannar  gl'  incauti  e  rozzi  petti ; 

O  la  sorella  del  gran  Dio  di  Delo, 
O  colei  fosti  che  ne'  boschi  eletti 

Di  Cipro  e  Pafo  per  Adon  sospira. 

Dacche  mir£^i  tuoi  risi  leggiadretti, 
Rauco  era  il  suon  di  canna  e  fiauto  e  lira 

Ne  piacque  piu  I'usata  compagnia. 

Qr  ogni  pastore'.la  che  mi  mira 
Si  burla  della  mia  malinconia  \ 

Che  fra  romiti  monti,  e  sopra  il  sasso 

Sempre  sfogando  vo'  I'ambasci^mia; 
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£d  erro,  non  so  dove  passo  passo, 

Piangendo  si,  che  da  sua  stanza  nera 
Eco  risponde  a'  miei  singulti :  Ahi  lasso ! 

Ah,  se  mai  mi  dara  la  donna  altera 
Soavi  baci,  o  quel  che  piu  desio, 
AUor  allof  con  voce  lusinghiera 

Cantero  Uetamente  il  fausto  Dio 

D'amore :  Amor  risponderanno  1  colli : 
Vedranno  i  vezzi  nostri,  e'l  gaudio  mio 
I  cespugli  fioriti  e  gli  antri  laolli, 


IMITATIONS, 

Line  2.    Dolce  color,  &c. 

Dolce  color,  d' oriental  zaffiro 

Che  s'accoglieva  nel  sereno  aspetto 

Deir  aer  puro.  Dante,  Par,  c.  1. 

Une  5.     Cantando  a  gara,  &c. 

Odi  quel  rusignolo 

Che  va  di  ramo  in  ramo 
'  Cantando;  loamo,  ioamo.  TassoAm.at.i.S.l, 
Line  13.     Sedevi  oime,  &c. 

Da'  be'  rami  scendea  ' 

Dolce  nella  memoria, 

Una  pioggia  di  fior  sopra'l  suo  grembo ; 

Ed  ella  si  sedea 

Umile  in  tanta  gloria 

Coverta  gia  dell'  amoroso  nembo ; 

Qual  fior  cadea  sul  lembo, 

Qual  su  le  treccie  bionde 

Ch'oro  forbito  e  perle 

Eran  quel  di  a  vederle : 

Qual  si  posava  in  terra,  e  qual  su  I'onde ; 

K  K  2 
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Qual  con  un  vago  errore    . 
Girando,  parea  dir ;  "  qui  rcgna  Amore." 
Pet.  par.  1.  Can.  14.* 
Line  35.    Soavi  baci,  &c. 

Ella  mi  seque 
Dar  promettendo  a  chi  m'insegna  a  lei     ^ 
O  dolci  baci>  o  cosa  altra  piu  cara. 

Tasso  Am.  Prologo. 

^  Sir  Willkim  Jones  hat  given- a  beautiful  translation  of  this  pass»g9 
•f  Petrarch.    See  Works,  vol.  x.  p.  258, , 
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No.  rv. 

A  SONG,  from  the  Persian,  paraphrased  in  the  mea- 
sure of  the  original. 

1. 
Sweet  as  the  rose  that  scents  the  gale, 
Bright  as  the  lily  of  the  vale. 
Yet  with  a  heart  like  summer  hail, 
'Marring  each  beauty  thou  bearest. 

2. 
Beauty  like  thine,  all  nature  thrills; 
And  when  the  Moon  her  circle  fills. 
Pale  she  beholds  those  rounder  hills. 
Which  on  the  breast  thou  wearest. 

3. 
Where  could  those  peerless  flowrets  blow  ? 
Whence  are  the  thorns  that  near  them  grow  ? 
Wound  me,  but  smile,  O  lovely  foe. 
Smile  oh  the  heart  thou  tearest. 

4. 
Sighing,  I  view  that  cypress  waist, 
Doom'd  to  afflict  me  till  embrac'd ; 
Sighing,  I  view  that  eye  too  chaste. 
Like  the  new  blossom  smiling. 

5. 
Spreading  thy  toils  with  hands  divine. 
Softly  thou  wavest  like  a  pine. 
Darting  thy  shafts  at  hearts  like  mine, 
Senses,  and  soul  beguiling. 

6. 
See  at  thy  feet  no  vulgar  slave. 
Frantic,  with  love's  enchanting  wave. 
Thee,  ere  he  seek  the  gloomy  grave. 
Thee,  his  blest  idol  styling. 
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Lady  Jones  having  been  exposed  to  some  danger  in  an 
evening  walk  over  the  plains  of  Plassey,  Sir,  William 
almost  immediately  wrote  the  following  stanzas : 

No,  V. 

PLASSEY-PLAIN*, 

A  Ballad,  addressed  to  Lady  Joni^,  by  her  Husband. 

,    .  ,  -^ug-  3, 1784. 

Tis  not  of  Jafer,  nor  of  Clive, 

On  Plassey's  glorious  field  I  sing ; 

'Tis  of  the  best  good  girl  alive, 

Which  most  will  deem  a  prettier  thii^. 

The  Sun,  in  gaudy  pal^nqueen, 

Curtain'd  with  purpkj  fring'd  with  gold. 

Firing  no  more  heav'n's  vault  serene, 
Retir'd  to  sup  with  Ganges  old. 

When  Anna,  to  her  bard  long  dear> 
(Who  lov'd  not  Anna  on  the  banks 

Of  Elwy  swift,  or  Testa  dear?) 

Tripp'd  thro'  the  palm  grove's  verdant  ranks. 

Where  thou,  blood-thirsty  Suhahdar, 
Was  vfont  thy  kindred  beasts,  to  chase. 

Till  Britain's  vengeful  hounds  of  war, 
Chas'd  thee  to  th^t  well-destin'd  place. 

She  knew  what  monsters  rang'd  the  brake, 
Stain'd  hke  thyself  with  human  gore. 

The  hooded,  and  the  necklac'd  snake. 
The  tiger  huge,  and  tusked  boar. 

To  worth,  and  innocence  approv'd, 
E'en  monsters  of  the  brake  are  friends: 

♦  It  can  BiCarcely  be  necessary  to  recall  to  the  recoUectfon  of  the 
renter  the  victory  gained  by  Lord  Clive,  over  Seraj'udddula,  Subahdax 
or  Viceroy  ofSeagal,  on  Plassey  Plain. 
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Thus  o'er  the  plain  at  ease  she  mov'd : — 
Wh.6  fears  offence  that  ne'er  offends? 

Wild  perroquets  first  silence  broke. 

Eager  of  dangers  near  to  prate ; 
But  they  in  English  never  spoke, 

And  she  began  her  moors*  of  late. 

Next,  patient  dromedaries  stalk'd. 

And  wish'd  her  speech  to  understand} 

But  Arabic,  was  all  they  talk'd; — 
Oh,  had  her  Arab  been  at  hand ! 

A  serpent  dire,  of  size  minute. 

With  necklace  brown,  and  freckled  side. 

Then  hasten'd  from  her  path  to  shoot. 
And  o'er  the  narrow  causey  glide. 

Three  elephants,  to  warn  her,  call, 

But  they  no  western  tongue  could  speak 

Tho'  once,  at  Philobiblian  stall. 
Fame  says,  a  brother  jabber'd  Greek. 

Superfluous  was  their  friendly  zeal ; 

For  what  has  conscious  truth  to  fear  ? 
Fierce  boars  her  pow'rful  influence  feel. 

Mad  buffaloes,  or  furious  deer. 

E*en  tigers,  never  aw'd  before. 

And  panting  for  so  rare  a  food,    , 
She  dauntless  heard  around  her  roar. 

While  they  thfC  jackals  vile  pursued. 

No  wonder  since,  on  Elfin  Land, 

Prais'd  in  sweet  verse  by  bards  adept; 

A  lion  vast  was  known  to  stand. 

Fair  virtue's  guard,  while  Una  slept. 

*  A  common  expression  for  the  Hindustanee,  or  vernacular  language 
of  India. 
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Yet  oh!  had  one  her  perlls'known, 

(Tho'  all  the  lions  in  all  space 
Made  her  security  their  own^ 

He  ne'er  had  found  a  resting  place. 

No.  VI. 
On  seeing  Miss  *  *  *  ride  by  him,  without  knowing  her, 

Cardigan,  AuguH  14,  1780. 
So  lightly  glanc'd  she  o'er  the  lawn. 

So  lightly  through  the  vale. 
That  not  more  swiftly  bounds  the  fawn. 
In  Sidon's  palmy  dale. 

Full  well  her  bright-hair'd  courser  knew, 

How  sweet  a  charge  he  bore, 
And  proudly  shook  the  tassels  blue, 

That  on  his  neck  he  wore. 

Her  vest,  with  liveliest  tincture  glow'd, 
•    That  Summer-blossoms  wear, 
And  wanton  down  her  shoulders  flow'd, 
Her  hyacinthine  hair. 

Zephyr' in  play  had  lops'd~the  string. 

And  with  it  laughing  flown, 
Diffusing  from  his  dewy  wing, 

A  fragrance  not  his  own. 

Her  shape  was  like  the  slender  pine. 
With  vernal  buds  array'd, 
\  O  heav'n !  what  rapture  would  be  mine. 

To  slumber  in  its  shade. 

Her  cheeks — one  rose  had  Strephon  seen, 

But  dazzled  with  the  sight, 
At  distance  view'd  her  nymph-like  taisn, 

An^  fainted  with  delight. 
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ite  thought  Diana  from  the  chac!e. 
Was  hastening  to  her  bow'r  ;    ' 

For  more  than  mortal  seem'd  a  face,  ^ 

Of  such  resistless  pow'r. 

Actseon's  fatal  change  he  fear'd. 

And  trembled  at  the  breeze } 
High  antlers  had  his  fancy  rear'd. 

And  quiv'ring  sunk  his  knees. 

He  well  might  err — that  morn  confess'd, 

■f  he  queen  with  silver  beam. 
Shone  forth,  and  Sylvia  thus  address'd^- 

By  Tivy's  azure  stream : 

*'  Let  us  this  day  out  tohes  exchangfe  j 

"  Bind  on  my  waxing  moon ; 
"  Then  through  yon  woods  at  pleasure  range, 
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And  shun  the  lultry  noon. 


"  Whilst  I  at  Cai-digan  prepare 

"  Gay  stores  of  silk  and  lace, 
*'  Like  thine,  will  seem  my  flowing  hair, 

"  Like  thine,  my  heav'nly  grace. 

*'  My  brother  Phoebus  lost  his  heart 
"  When  first  he  view'd  thy  charms, 

"  And  would  this  day,  with  dang'rous  art, 
"  Allure  thee  to  his  arms. 

"  But  Cynthiaj  friend  to  virgins  fair, 

"  Thy  steps  will  ever  guide, 
"  Protect  thee  from  th'  enchanting  snare, 

"  And  o'er  thy  heart  preside. 

••  In  vain  his  wiles  he  shall  essay, 
"  And  touch  his  golden  lyre  j 
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**  Then  to  the  skies  shall  wing  his  wayj 
•'  With  pale,  yet  raging  fire. 

"  Should  he  with  lies  traduce  the  fair, 
"  And  boast  how  oft  he  kiss'dher, 

*'  The  gods  shall  laugh  while  I  declare, 
"  He  flirted  with  his  sister. 
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No.  VII. 
Au  FIRMAMENT. 

"  Would  I  were  yon  blue  field  above, 
(Said  Plato,  warbling  am'ro^is  lays) 

"  That  with  ten  thousand  eyes  of  love, 
"  On  thee  for  ever  I  might  gaze." 

My  purer  love  the  wish  disclaims, 
For  were  I,  like  Tiresias,  blind. 

Still  should  I  glow  with  heavenly  flames. 
And  gaze  with  rapture  on  thy  mind. 

No.  VIII. 
SONG. 

Wake,  ye  nightingales,  oh,  wako  ! 

Can  ye,  idlers,  sleep  so  long? 
Quickly  this  dull  silence  break  ; 

Burst  enraptur'd  into  song : 
Shake  your  plumes^  your  eyes  unclose, 
No  pretext  for  more  repose. 

^Tell  me  not,  that  Winter  drear 
Still  delays  your  promis'd  tale. 

That  no  blossoms  yet  appear. 
Save  the  snow-drop  in  tbe  dale ; ;    _  ., 


508 

Tell  me  not  the  "woods  are  bare ; — 
Vzin  excuse  !  prepare  !  prepare  ! 

"VieT^  the  hillocks,  view  the  meads : 

All  are  verdant,  all  are  gay ; 
Julia  comes,  and  with  her  leads 

Health,  and  Youth,  and  blooming  May. 
When  she  smiles,  fresh  roses  blow; 
Where  she  treadjs,  fresh  lilies  grow. 

Hail !  ye  groVes  of  Bagley,  hail  \ 

Fear  no  more  the  chilling  air : 
Can  your  beauties  ever  fail  ? 

Julia  has  pronounc'd  you  fair. 
She  could  cheer  a  cavern's  gloom. 
She  could  make  a  desert  bloom. 

Amongft  the  manufcript  papers  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Jones,  written  in  Bengal,  I  find  the 
delineation  of  the  plan  of  a  Tragedy  on  the 
ftorjr  of  SOHRAB,  a  Perfian  hero,  who  ads 
a  fhort,  but  confpicuous  part  in  the  heroic 
poem  of  Ferdufi,  the  Homer  of  Perfia.  The 
ftory  in  the  original,  is  in  fubftance  as 
follows : 

RusTifM,  the  hero  of  Oriental  Romance, 
was  married  to  Tahmina^  the  daughter  of  the 
king  of  Summungan^  a  city  on  the  confines-  or 
Tartary.  He  left  her  in  a  ftate  of  pregnancy, 
giying  her  a  bracelet,  whieh,  in  the  event  of 
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the  birth  of  a  child,  fhe  was  to  bind  on  its 
krm.  She  was  delivered  of  d^fon.  Tahmina^ 
apprehenfive  that  Rujium  would  deprive  her 
of  him,  informed  him,  that  fhe  had  a  daugh^ 
ter,  and  Rujium  entertained  no  fufpicion  of 
the  deceit.  SobrcLh  inherited  the  heroic  fpirit 
of  his  father,  whom  when  he  grew  up  he  was 
moft  anxious  to  fee,  and  when  he  had  attained 
the  age  of  puberty,  he  formed  a  plan  for  attack- 
ing Kaoos,  the  king  of  Perfia,  in  the  declar- 
ed intention  of  depriving  him  of  his  crown, 
and  placing  it  on  the  head  oiRuftum. 

Afrasiab,  the  fovereigri  of  Tartary,  who 
was  apprifed  of  the  parentage  of  Sobrab^ 
eagerly  feconded  the  views  of  the  youth,  as  a 
long  hereditary  enmity  had  fubfifted  between 
the  two  monarchs  of  Perfia  and  Tartary.  He 
accordingly  offered  to  furnifh  Sohrdb  with  an 
army,  fending  with  it,  at  the  fame  time,  two 
generals,  on  whom  he  relied,  with  fecret  in- 
ilrudtions  to  prevent  the  difcovery  of  Ruftum 
by  Sohrdb,  and  to  en4eayour  to  bring  them  to 
fmgle  combat,  hoping  that  the  youthful  vigour 
©f  Sohrdb  would  overcome  Rujium,  and  pave 
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the  way  to  the  eonqueft  of  Periia.:  ,  After  the 
death  of  Ruftum,  he  propofed  to  deftroy  Soh- 
rdb  by  treachery.  This  infidious  fcheme  fuc- 
ceeded  in  part,  Sohrdb,  with  the  Tartarian 
army  invaded  Perfia,  and  wa$  oppqfed  by  the 
Perfian  troops,  whom  he  defeated  in  feveral 
engagements*  .  The  anxious  endeavours  of 
Bohrdb  to  difcover  his  father,  were  fruftrated 
by  the  faJfehood  and  treachery  of  the  generals 
of  ^ffafiab^  and  the  two  heroes  met  in  battle 
without  knowing  each  other,  although  Soh- 
rab  fufpe£ted  his  antagonift  to  be  Rz/Jium^ 
and  even  mentioned  his  fufpicion  to  him, 
which  Ruftum  denied.  The  two  warriors  en- 
gaged  in  fmgle  combat  three  times;  on  the 
fecond  day,  Sohriib  had  the  advantage,  and 
Ruftum  faved  his  life  by  artifice  j  on  the  third, 
the  ftrength  and  fkill  of  Ruftum  prevailed,  and 
he  feized  the  opportunity  by  plunging  .his 
dagger  in  the  breaft  of  his  fon,  who,  before 
he  expired,  difcovered  himfelf  to  his  father, 
and  was  recognized  by  him.  The  diftrefs  of 
Bohr  lib,  ^}a.^  affliction  of  Ruftum^  increafed  to 
agony  by  the  fight  of  the  bracelelet,  which  he 
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had  prefented  to  Tahmina,  on  the  arm  of  Soh- 
rdb,  and  afterwards  exafperated  to  madnefs  by 
the  refufal  of  Kaoos,  to  fupply  him  with  a 
remedy  which  he  poflefled  of  infallible  effi- 
cacy, and  the  inconfolable  anguifli  of  Ta^- 
mina  on  learning  the  death  of  her  fon,  are 
defcribed  by  Ferdiifi,  with  great  beauty 
and  pathos ;  and  the  whole  ftory  forms  one 
of  the  moft  affefling  and  poetical  incidents  in 
the  Shahnameh. 

I  wiih  it  were  in  my  power  to  gratify  the 
reader  with  a  tranflation  of  it,  but  I  want  both 
time  and  abilities  for  the  talk.  I  ihall,  how- 
ever, venture  to  prefent  him  with  the  verfion 
of  a  few  lines,  which  Ferdufi  puts  into  the 
mouth  of  So&rdb,  immediately  after  he  had 
received  the  fatal  wound,  defcribing  the  mode 
in  which  the  two  heroes  difcovered  each  other ; 
the  pafTage  (in  the  original  at  leaft)  is  neither 
deficient  in  merit  nor  intereft. 

To  find  a  father  only  known  by  name, 
Wretch  that  I  am,  I  sought  the  field  of  Tame. 
Vain  hope  !  thy  hand  has  seal'd  a  mother's  woes ; 
On  the  cold  sod,  my  head  must  now  repose. 
Yet,  hero  !  deem  not  unreveng'd  I  bleed,   , 
Paternal  vengeance  marks  thy  ruthless  deed,  , 
No!  couldst  thou  cjuit  this  earth,  and  viewless  trace, 
On  airy  pinions  borne,  the  realms  of  space. 
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Or  like  a  fish,  the  ocean's  depths  petvade. 

Or  like  the  night,  involve  thy  form  in  shade. 

My  sire,  persuing,  shall  revenge  my  death. 

"  What  sire?"  the  victor  cries,  with  fault'ring  breath, 

"Eustum!"  (the  youth  rejoins)  "  Tahm'ma  fair. 

My  spotless  mother,  nam'd  me  Eustum's  heir. " 

The  plan  of  the  propofed  Tragedy,  appears 
to  have  been  frequently  revifed  andcorredled; 
the  bufinefs  of  each  ad  is  detailed,  but  after 
all,  it  is  too  imperfedt  for  publication.  From 
the  introduction  of  a  chorus  of  Perfian  Sages 
or  Magi,  it  may  b\e  inferred,  that  Sir  William 
Jones  propofed  writing  it,  after  the  model  of 
the  Greek  tragedy,  and  he  certainly  intended 
to  obferve  a  ftridt  adherence  to  the  coilume 
of  the  age  and  country,  in  which  the  events 
of  his  Tragedy  were  fuppofed  to  have 
occurred. 

The  following  Epode,  is  the  only  part  of 
the  compofition  fufficiently  complete  for  the 
reader's  peiufal. 

/    -^  EPODE. 

"What  power,  beyond  all  pow'rs  elate, 
Sustains-this  universal  frame  ? 
'Tis  not  nature,  'tis  not  fate, 
'Tis  not  the  dance  of  atoms  blind, 
Etherial  space,  or  subtile  flame  ; 
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No  5  'tis, one  vast  eternal, min4> 
Too  sacred  for  an  earthly  name. 
He  forms,  gervades,  direpts  the  whole; 
Not  like  the  maprocosm's  imag'd  soul^ 
_  But  provident  of  endless  good. 
By  way?  nor  seen^  nor  understood. 
Which  e'en  his  angels  vainly  might  explore. 
High,  their  highest  thoughts  above. 
Truth,  -msdom,  justice,  riiericf-,  love, 
Wrought  in  his  heav'nly  essence,  blaze  and  soar. 
Mortals,  who  his  glory  seefe^ 
Rapt  in  contf  mplatio?^  jfleek,     ' 
Him  feari hiin  trust,  him  venerate,  him^ adore, 

I  annex  a  fac-fimile  of  the  wrij:  ing  of  Sir 
William'  Jones,  and  I  clo|e,  the  volume  with 
fome  lines  on  his  death,  wjFJtten  by  her  Qrace 
the  Duchefs  of  Devon£hii|e,  and  inferted  at 

the  particular  fequeft  of  Lady  Jones. 

'  ^  ■. 

On  the  Death'of  Sir  Wii^liam  Jones.       /  , 
/       y         '  ,,      Tetgnmouth,  1795. 

Unbounded  learjjing;,  t|ipughts  by  genius  fram'd, 

To  guide  the  bounjteous  labours  of  his  pen, 
Distinguish'd  him,  whomjtindred  'sages  nam'd, 
"The  mos|;gnlfghten'd  of  the  sons  of  men-."* 

Upright  through  life,  as  in  his  death  resign 'd,' 
His'attions  spoke  a  pyre  and  ardent  breast; 

Faithful  to  God,  and  friendly  to  rpankind, 

Hi?  friends  ,rever'dhim>  and  his  country  bless'd. 

'I-  •''■        ''       .  ' 

*  Br.  Johi^on, 

Life— W. II.  LL 
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Admir'd  and  valued  in  a  distant  land. 

His  gentlp  manners  all  affection  won ; 
The  prostrate  Hindu  own'd  his  fostering  hand| 

And  Science  mark'd  him  for  her  fav'rite  son. 

Regret  and  praise  the  general  voice  bestows,  ' 

And  public  sorrows  with  domestic  blend} 

But  deeper  yet  must  be  the  grief  of  those^ 

Who,  while  the  sage  they  honour'd,  lov'd  the  friend. 


END  OF  THE  MEMQIRS. 

J.  -  •  ■  .  *>■;*( 
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